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" PREFACE.

I must not send the second volume of this His-
tory into the world without acknowledging some of
the many favours which I have received during its
progress.. I am beholden to Sir Charles Stuart,
among other acts of kindness, for the use of the
Valeroso Lucideno: to Captain Patrick for that of
the Latin version and continuation of Charlevoix :
to Mr. Thomas Kinder for a volume of Noticias del
Paraguay, and the prose Argéntina, both in manu-
script, and for his own valuable Journal: to Mr.
Gooden for the Life of F. Joam d'Almeida, among
other books, and a manuscript Apology for the
Jesuits in Paraguay and Maranham, of great im-
portance ; to Mr. Heber for many works concerning
Spanish America, and among them a volume of pa-
pers relating to the affair of Cardenas: and to his
Excellency the Conde dos Arcos, Governor of the
Captaincy of Bahia, and to the Public Library of that
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city, for their singular liberality in entrusting me,
across the Atlantic, with one of the works which I so-
licited, and for enriching my collection with their
duplicate of Anchieta’s Grammar, . . one of the most
gratifying circumstances which has occurred to me
in the course of my literary life..

I have now to perform another duty of a very
different nature. In the year 1815, M. Alphonse de
Beauchamp published an © Histoire du Bresil,” in
three volumes octavo. He asserts in his Preface that
he had been employed seven years in arranging the
materials ; ‘and that he could have published the two
first volumes much sooner if he had not thought it
‘better to lay the whole work at once before the publie.
In''composing the concluding volume, he says, he
thought it necessary to see if any recent imformation
could be obtained ;.. but' M. Beauchamp shall speak
in his 'own ‘words. ' *“En coordonnant les materiaux
““ de mon dernier volume, je sentis la necessité de le
“ mettre au niveau des recherches qui avaient eom-
““ pleté la premiere partie de mon onvrage; et-de for-
“tifier, par des informations 'recentes et authenti-
¢ ques, les chapitres destinés a faire connaitre d’une
‘‘ maniere positive l'etat actuel du Bresil: rien ne fut
< negligé pour ‘arriver a ce resultat. ' Dans l'inter-
“valle, parut'a Londres une compilation ' sur This-
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« toire de Buenos Ayres et du Bresil jusqu’en 1646.
¢ Sans offrir de nouvelles lumieres, I'auteur Anglais
¢ (M. Southey) faisait esperer quun: second volume,
< annoncé pour 1810, completerait les annales du
¢ Bresil, -et donnerait des renseignemens tout-a-fait
s nouveaux sur la geographie et sur la statistique de
““ cette  vaste contree, . Vain espoir: lattente de
“I'Europe litteraire a été encore une fois t;rompée-
“ Ce second; volume, sl emphathuement PI‘OH]]S, na
“;pomt parut’ idi 1

. It is: now: my turn to notice the wo:rk of M Al—
phonse de Beauchamp. With the exeéption of an
introductory chapter upon the History of Portugal,
and another containing a general description of
Brazil, the two first volumes and about a fourth
part of the third, are wholly and solely made up
from mine. The list of authorities which he has
given is copied from my marginal references; the
manuscripts which he pretends to quote are those in
my possession, and only those which I had used in
my first volume. The whole matter of his history
is taken from that volume, as far as it would carry
him, and from no other source; and in many places
it is close translation. Care has been taken to dis-
guise this plagiarism by transposing the matter as
much as possible, and omitting all that relates to
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Piraguay, ..for M. Beauchamp is no novice in the
art of plagiarism, as M. de Puissaye, and others of
his countrymen, may bear witness. © But he has
not been able, with all his art, to conceal his ignor-
ance of the Portugueze language; .. for venturing
to translate Escrivam da Fazenda, he metamorphoses
a Secretary of the Treasury into an Historiographer ;
and he speaks of a disease in Brazil called Bexigas,
not knowing that the Bexigas are the Small Pox.

The concluding volume of this work is so far ad-
vanced that I trust nothing will prevent it from ap-
pearing in the course of next winter.
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CHAPTER XIX.

A Truce for ten years between Portugal and the United Provinces, The Dutck
take advantage of it to get possession of Serigipe, Loanda in Angola, the Isle
of St. Thomas, and Maranham. Antonio Telles da Sylea Governor of Brazil.
Eaxpedition of the Dutch against Chili. The Portugueze of Maranham recover
the Island, and compel the enemy to abandon'S. Luiz. Nassau is recalled. His
last advice to the Great Council.

One of the first acts of the Viceroy after the news of the Ac- CHAP.

clamation reached him; had been to dispatch a vessel to Recife XIX.

with the intelligence., Instead of bearing a flag of truce, and 1641.

A ] . % 3 g i =
waiting off the harbour, as usual, to obtain permission for enter- [ reii-
> 3 = Yo ¥ P " e - : tugzal an-
ing, the ship appeared drest out with gala colours, sailed in at &7
once, firing repeated salutes of musquetry, and anchored -in

Nassau.
front. of  Nassau’s .residence, who rewarded the messenger with e L2

c. 2. p. 108,

a jewel of great value. The tidings of this Revolution were april.
received with equal joy by the Pernambucans and the Duteh ;
the former hoping to receive from a Portugueze King that effi-
cient succour which- they knew it was in vain to look for from
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cH Ap- Madrid, the latter expecting easily to extend their conquests
35_[’__\_’ during the confusion which would ensue. Three days were
1641. set apart for public rejoicings; on the first the sports were alter
the Portugueze manner, horse-races, running at the ring, throw-
ing the cane, and pelting with alcanzias, or hollow earthern
* balls, filled with flowers, ashes, or powder, a sort of carnival
hand-grenade, which the name seems to refer to a Moorish
origin: on the second the entertainment was Flemish ; a mag-
nificent dinner was given by ‘Count Mauritz to the gentry of
both nations and sexes, and the order of the day was, that who-
ever erred in a toast should drink it a second time ; on the third
the horse-exercises were renewed, and the whole was concluded by
a public supper. Before this was over a ship arrived from Hol-
land with dispatches, announcing that a truce for ten years had
been agreed upon between the States and the Court of Portu-
gal, . .. and the last bumper was drank in honour of the joyful

T tidings.
Truce for But the Brazilians had little cause for rejoicing at the arrange-

ten years

emciuied . ments made between Portugal and Holland. Immediately
tand. after the Acclamation of Joam 1V., ambassadors from Lisbon
were dispatched to Paris, London, and the Hague, to solicit

the alliance of the three courts. 'T'ristam de Mendoza was
charged with the last and most important of these missions.

A colleague had been nominated with equal powers, but as
something occurred which prevented this person from accepting

the charge, it was thought that the deficiency might be supplied

" by appointing Antonio de Sousa Tavares secretary to the em-
bassy, and annexing to it two merchants as counsellors, one of
whom was a Dutchman, naturalized and married in Lisbon.
Circumstanced as the new King was, it was so essential that

his cause at foreign' courts should be entrusted to men of rank

and fidelity, that where these qualifications were found, he was
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fain to dispense with the talents which would at other times caAp.
have been required. DBut the plan of appointing counsellors 3‘_{2‘{”
to the ambassador had inconveniences which might have been 1641.
foreseen : it might wound his pride, and it lessened his respon- e
sibility. He was instructed to negociate for the restitution of
all the Portugueze conquests and colonies which had been cap-
tured ; for it was argued, that as Portugal had ouly been in-
volved in the war with IHolland as dependant upon Spain, in
consequence of an usurpation which she had shaken off, it was
not just that Holland, with whom she was now engaged in a
common cause against Spain, should retain possessions taken o8
from Portugal under such circumstances. However cogent in 11358,
equity this reasoning might appear to the Portugueze, they

could hardly expeet that it should be admitted. Willingly or
unwillingly, the forces and treasures of Portugal had been em-
ployed against the United States during their arduous struggle

with the mighty power of Spain, and the conquests which the
Dutch had effected in their foreign possessions had been made

fairly in open war.  Discussions upou this point were set aside June 12.
for the present by the expedient of concluding a truce for ten

years, and it was stipulated that in the course of eight months
Portugal should send plenipotentiaries to treat for a definitive
peace ; but whatever might be the issue of this fuller negocia-

tion, the truce was to hold good for the whole term specified.

A year was allowed for natifying it to the Dutch commanders

in India, with a proviso that ir the intelligence should arrive
sooner, the truce was immediately to commence. Of this ar- ©
ticle the Portugueze complained, and censured the conduct of

their diplomatist who submitted to it; but the letter of the

treaty would not have been objectionable, if the Power by
whom it was dictated had had no sinister object in view. On

these terms their High Mightinesses agreed to supply the Por-
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cirAp. tugueze with arms and ammunition, of which theéir country

XIX.

Vs

1641.

had been stript by Spain, and to send troops and ships to Lis-
bon, to be employed against the common enemy. Meantime

Treucheryof in their advices to Nassau, (who, finding that the Company were

the Dutch.

Barleus.
p. 202,

Embassy of
Filhena to
Recife,

jealous of his power, and listened willingly to complaints which
envious factions or discontented individuals sent home against
him, had requested to be recalled,) they required him to con-
tinue in the command, and ordered him to seize the present
opportunity of extending their conquests as widely as possible.
Especially, they observed, it was of importance to get possession
of Bahia, and if he should not think it practicable to win the
city either by fraud or force, they recommended him to besiege
and blockade it, as in that case means might be found of ob-
taining it when peace was made. It is a Duteh historian who
relates this, and he states it openly, without appearing to per-
ceive the iniquity of the transaction, or offering the apology
with which the members of the Dutch Government perhaps
glosed over the villainy to their own consciences. They no
doubt believed it impossible that Portugal could maintain its
independence against Spain, and looked upon the revolution
as a mere temporary event, from which i1t was their business
to derive all the advantages they could while it lasted.

The Brazilians were not prepared for this treachery. 'The
three Governors, who after the deposition of the Viceroy had
been invested with the command at Bahia, sent Pedro Correa
da Gama, and Vilhena the Jesuit, to Recife, to make arrange-
ments for a friendly intercourse between the two Powers, till
things should be ultimately adjusted by their respective Go-
vernments in Europe. Vilhena had private business to trans-
act in Pernambuce. - His brethren of the Company had
charged him to secure the plate which they had buried before
their flight, and Mathias and Duarte de Albuquerque had in
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like manner commissioned him to recover their hidden treasures, cHAPp.
and the property which 'they had disposed of in trusty hands. AI%-
For himself, the Jesuit is accused of having carried on a gainful 1641.
and dishonourable trade. ' He had brought out with him from ——
Portugal many letters from the King with blank directions, to
be distributed aceording to his discretion among the persons of
most influence and character in Brazil; the letters announced
the restoration of the legitimate family to these persons as men
whose worth was well known, and whose loyalty was relied on
by the Government; the possession of such letters therefore
became a mark of honour, and would be a pledge of future
favour from the Court ; they would at least serve as valid testi-
monials for thosesvho should solicit preferment. Vilhena made
them matters of private contract, boasting of his own power at
Lisbon, and enriched himself by the sale. The end however
was singularly unfortunate for himself; he sailed from Brazil in suteroso Lu-
a caravel and reached Madeira, but trembling for the wealth s ™
which he carried with him in a vessel so little capable of de-
fence, he took his passage from thence in a large Levant ship
bound for  Lisbon. 'T'he caravel arrived safely; the Levanter
was taken by an Algerine pirate, and Vilhena ended his days
in the most wretched of all slaveries.

These Deputies ordered Paulo da Cunha and Henrique Diaz, Peuoda

3 g 5 Cunhi and
who were still ravaging the country in defiance of all the Dutch Hention
. . . i 5 ias recall-
force, to withdraw their troops into the Portugueze Captaincies ; ed fiom Per-
s g 2 .. nambuco,
and the order being now given in good faith, was obeyed. Nassau Zartew.
p. 201,

‘had set a price of five hundred florins upon Paulo da Cunha’s
head, a measure which produced no other effect than that of
making Paulo offer twe thousand cruzadoes for Nassau's. Such
however was the apparent alteration of affairs in consequence of
the Braganzan revolution, that Paulo was now invited with the
Commissioners to Nassau’s table; the conversation turned upon
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what had passed while they were enemies, and the Dutch
Governor, in the freedom of convivial intercourse, complained
to his guest of the great price which he had offered for his life.
Paulo replied that the cause of complaint lay rather on his part
than on the Count’s ; it could not be thought that the head of a
Prince ought to be valued at less than two thousand cruzados
to a poor soldier, but when a Prince wished to purchase that of
a brave man, five hundred florins was too little to offer for it.
During their stay at Recife the Commissioners saw sufficient
reason to distrust the sincerity of Nassau’s professions, and on

‘their return they warned the Governors, that the Dutch were

‘deceiving them.  The Governors, as they would fain have be-
lieved the suspicion groundless, acted as if 1t were so; but it was
soon verified. Mauritz, in obedience to his instructions, pre-
pared to extend his conquests on all sides; and in consequence
of the recall of the marauding parties, he ventured to increase
his disposable force by withdrawing the greater part of his garri-
sons, relying upon the supineness of the three Governors, and
the credulity with which they confided in his good faith. His
first attempt was toward the North, upon St. Christovam, the
capital of Seregipe. The inhabitants, who had returned there
since the siege of St. Salvador, were surprized by a squadron of
four sail, which entered the port carrying a flagof truce : . an act
of superfluous treachery, for the place could not have been
maintained if it had been fairly attacked. The assailants landed
without-opposition ; they fortified themselves, and then began
to search for mines, expecting to find silver. But they had
little success in this, and indeed little opportunity for it, for this
act of aggression roused the Governors, and they sent Camaram
with his native troops to encamp within sight of the town, and
prevent the Dutch from venturing beyond their works. The
first and second time that any of them went out to seek provi-
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sions, he was instructed to take every thing from them, and cuap,

warn them that on a third attempt their lives would be the for-

feiture. These orders he obeyed so well that the conquerors
were imprisoned within the town which they had so dishonourably
won, and reduced to depend for subsistence upon what they
received by sea.

Bahia had lost a great part of its force in consequence of the Re-
volution. 'There were in its garrison seven hundred Spanish and
Neapolitan troops; the Portugueze were too honourable to make
men prisoners who had solong been their fellow soldiers; they gave
them a good ship capable of holding them all, and victualled for
a voyage to Spanish America, but would not allow them to lay
in provisions for a longer course, well knowing that if they sailed
to Spain they would immediately be employed against Por-
tugal. After these troops had past Cape St. Augustine, they
carried away their main mast in a gale, and put into Paraiba
to repair, where they endeavoured to procure stores enough to
serve them till they should reach Europe. Here however they
found themselves in worse hands than in those of the Portugueze,
The Dutch seized them, which was easily done as they were
without arms, and compelled them to work at the fortifications,
while it was deliberated in what manner to dispose of them,
some being of opinion that the surest and shortest method was
to hang them out of the way. At length it was determined
to send the men to some of the Spanish settlements, where for
want of officers to keep them together, they would be likely to
disperse. The officers were detained in Pernambuco, till after
some months of solicitation they were allowed to return home
by way of Holland.

In ridding themselves of these internal enemies, the Portu-
gueze suffered a grievous diminution of a force which had never
been equal to the danger for which it was required ; and in this °

XIX.
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CHAP. state of weakness the Government was roused from its dreams
SN, of security by tidings of invasion on all sides, and perceived
1641. when it was too late the important service which Paulo da
Cunha and Henrique Diaz had rendered by occupying the inva-
ders’ attention. Jol and Hinderson: had’ been dispatched with:
two thousand regular troops and two hundred Indians against:
*S. Paulo de Toanda, the capital of Angola, and the most impor-
tant of the Portugueze possessions in Africa. Information had
been given to the Governor Pedro Cesar de Menezes, by his na-
tive spies, that the King of Congo had sent agents to Pernam-
buco to invite the Dutch to this attempt : whatever credit he
might attach to the intelligence, he had no means either of pro-
viding against the danger, or of resisting it : some of his troops
were in the interior, engaged in war with the negro chiefs ; and
others had lately deserted in a  galleon, disgusted with their
station in a pestilential country, where death was daily sweep-
ing away their companions. ~ When the approach of the inva-
ders was known, he could muster only two hundred troops and
one hundred and fifty armed inhabitants. The Bishop, an old
man of exemplary virtue and great resolution, brought out
the clergy and all his household, and carried a harquebuss him-
self, notwithstanding his advanced age. ~When the fleet came in
sight, Pedro Cesar thought they would sail up towards the city,
and he ordered the officers of the crown to sink two vessels for
the purpose of blocking the channel. - They objected that the
public finances could not afford to pay the owners of these ves-
sels for the loss ; upon which one of the inhabitants, by name
Antonio Ribeiro Pinto, exclaimed, that if the proposed measure
was expedient for the defence of the city, it must be done; and
if the Treasury could not indemnify the owners, he would. = This
Portugueze opened all his stores, and offered all that he pos-
sessed to the public service. The Dutch however did not at-
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tempt the channel : they blockaded it to prevent any of their CHAP.
booty from escaping by sea; then put out their boats, and __X_f,,;x_'_,
landed under cover of two ships, which were skilfully anchored 1641.
between the two forts of Cassondama, and Penedo, or the Rock,
the guns of these forts not being of sufficient calibre to com-
mand the pass. Pedro Cesar could not reach this part of the
shore in time to oppose their landing, and with his inferior force
it would have been hopeless to attack them afterwards. He
retreated to the fort of Santa Cruz, declaring, that since it was
his il fortune to lose the city for want of troops to defend it, he
would at least die at his post, and show that there had been no
want of courage on his part. But then the Bishop and the
People interfered, and required him to maintain the country for
the service of God and the King, and their remonstrances pre-
vailed upon him to abandon the intention of sacrificing his
life to a false point of honour. They hastened into the city,
loaded themselves and their slaves with ammunition, as the thing
most needful for men in their circumstances, buried the church
plate, and secured as many of their most valuable etiects as the
urgency of the occasion would allow ; and so busily were they
employed in these arrangements, that when they were about to
leave the town, there remained but one avenue which the enemy
had not occupied. By this it was two hours after midnight ;
the settlement was in too rude a state to have good roads, even
immediately near the principal city; they were bewildered, and
in endeavouring to regain the path must have fallen into the
hands of the invader, if they had not found a negress who was
employed in making charcoal in the woods ; she directed them
on their way to the river Bengo, where the Jesuits had a farm, and
where there were large plantations of maize. The Angolan war
now assumed the same character as that of Brazil; a superior
enemy possessed the capital, and the Portugueze kept up their
VOL, Il. c
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desultory hostilities in the country; but their inferiority was
greater here, and they were driven successively from one post
to another, till finally they retreated to their fort of Massangano,
abandoning about thirty leagues of territory to the invaders ;
while the natives willingly exchanged their old yoke for one of
which they had never yet felt the weight.

'The capture of Loanda happened on St. Bartholomew’s day,.
a Saint who is famous in Catholic mythology for his exploits
against the Devil: as the Saint had not interfered in their
defence, the Angolan Portugueze believed that their sins had
brought down this chastisement, and that Satan had been let
loose against them. The Brazilians were equally astonished
and dismayed at this unexpected stroke: their whole supply of
negroes came from Angola; and they not only lost the direct
profits of this execrable trade, but they looked for the loss of
every thing in consequence, the whole business of their sugar
works being performed by slaves; so compleatly were they
dependent upon the labour of this injured and unhappy race,
that their ruin appeared inevitable, now that the supply was
in the hands of the Dutch. Nassau was of opinion that the
Government of Angola ought to be appended to that of Brazil:
1t was just, he urged, that he who had planned and directed this
important conquest, should govern the territory which he had
won; and it was expedient, because of the importance of the
Slave Trade to these American possessions, and because from
Brazil Angola could most easily: be supplied. The Company
thought otherwise, and on better grounds. Portugal, they said,
had always made Angola a distinct government. Brazil still
required provisions from Iolland ; how then could it provide for
these new possessions? its own affairs were sufficient fully to
occupy its rulers.  The simplest method of proceeding was, that
ships should sail direct from Holland to Loanda, carry out stores
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and articles of traffic for that country, discharge their cargoes
there, take in slaves for Brazil, and finally return to Europe
laden with sugar.

Meantime Jol proceeded with thu’teen ships against the Island
of St. Thomas.. Inithe year 1600 the Dutch had attacked this
place, taken'the’ town and ‘the fortresses, and endeavoured to
establish themselves there ; but the climate made such havoe
among them, that in the course of a fortnight, the. Admiral, the
Vice Admiral, every Captain in the expedition, (one alone ex-
cepted,) and above a thousand of the men were swept off, and
the few who survived fled from their baneful conquest, lest they
also should perish there. - Such experience of this deadly (:11-
mate would have sufficed for any people but the Dutch, in
whom the thirst of commercial gain produces as much: indif-
ference to pestilence, as predestination occasions in the Turks.
St. Thomas’s had nearly been secured by the Spaniards when
Portugal recovered her independence. 'The Islanders received
the first news of this event from' an' English ship; but it came
in so confused a rumour, that they doubted its truth, and wait-
ed anxiously for clearer information. ' A Spanish vessel shortly
arrived, bringing out two hundred soldiers, under an officer who
was to assume the Government as soon as he could succeéd in
introducing his men.into the fort: a French ship happened to
arrive ‘at the same time at the adjacent Tlha das Cabras, or
Goat Island ; the Spaniard ordered the inhabitants to treat her
as an enemy, upon which the French Captain attacked the
Spaniard, and captured her, but set her men on shore. Miguel
Pereyra de Mello, the Aleayde Mor; was at that time act-
ing as' Governor, his predecessor having lately: died. He sus-
pected the intent of the Spaniards, and by examining a Por-
tugueze pilot, whom they had incautiously brought with them,
he found that the English® news' appearedi to be: well founded.

11

CHAP.
XIX.
-

1641.

e ——
Ezpsdmau

Mami qf St.
Thomas,

Barleus,
213.
Dapper.
Eilanden

van Afnka

’.bnll:fn-n-

chais, t. 8.
y.!O



12

CHAP.
XIX.

)
1641.

Ericeyra. 1,
p. 299,

The governor
¢apitulates,

HISTORY OF BRAZIL.

Upon this he seized the officer who meant to have superseded
him, and put him to the torture, to make him declare what
had happened. The resolute Spaniard bore his sufferings in
silence, and Pereyra obtained no farther certainty by this abo-
minable act; but having sufficient evidence, he proclaimed
Braganza, and supplied the French with provisions, as being
now his allies. Two days afterwards an English vessel brought
dispatches from the Court of Lisbon ; and before the rejoicings
on this occasion were well over, came a bark from Angola, with
tidings that Loanda was lost, and that the victorious Dutch
were about to attack the island.

Pereyra victualled the fort, and ordered the moveable wealth
to be carried into the interior. The Dutch landed fourteen
companies without opposition, and entrenched themselves in a
chapel of St. Anna, about two miles from the city. They ven-
tured then to bring their ships against the fort, and attempted
under cover of their guns to storm it ; the walls were nearly thirty
feet high ; they had no scaling ladders, and suffered considerable
loss ; one of their ships also was set on fire, and blew up, few of
the crew escaping. But the Portugueze did not know how to im-
prove their success ; the Dutch discovered that the town and the
smaller forts were abandoned, and bringing the artillery which
thus fell into their hands against the Citadel, they attacked it for
fourteen days. During that time only three of the garrison were
slain ; the bombs, however, frightened Pereyra, and he surren-
dered a place so strong and so well provided with means of
defence and subsistence, that it might have held out till the
climate, a sure ally, should have destroyed the assailants. The
only conditions which he required were, that he and the King’s
troops might be sent to Portugal; he had no sooner arrived
there than he was thrown into the Castle of Lisbon, and re-
mained in prison during the rest of his life.
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The wealthiest of the Islanders now made terms, and paid
5500 cruzados to preserve their sugar-works from destruction,
and for permission to live unmolested, and under their own
laws, as subjects of the Dutch. Some of a braver spirit still
held out in the interior of the Island; but enough submitted
to save the conquerors from that total destruction which must
have overtaken them had the whole population been in arms.
For disease, as usual, broke out among the strangers, and made
such ravages, that scarcely a tenth part of the men were able
to perform the ordinary routine of service. Jol himself perished ;
a seaman of the old Dutch school, rough as the element upon
which he lived, d-isreg.irding all the arts, ornaments, and almost
the decencies of life, and living like his sailors, but beloved by
them, for they had full confidence that whatever he undertook
would be well planned and resolutely carried into effect. Be-
fore he died, in his hatred of the island which had caused the
loss of so many brave men, he desired that he might not be
buried in so cursed a country, but that they would throw him
overboard ten or twelve leagues from land. The Dutch, how-
ever, deposited his remains in the Cathedral Church, a remark-
able edifice, inasmuch as it is said to stand immediately under
the line. Nassau, who believed that it was of importance for
the Company to possess thisisland, and was aware how dreadful
an expense of life would be required to support it, advised them
to follow the system of the Portugueze, and garrison it wholly
with convicts ; thus none would die there except fellows who
had deserved death, and all who lived would be so much clear
gain to the republic: in pursuance of this policy he himself
transported thither all the criminals from Pernambuco. He
intreated them also to send out medicines, for they chose to
believe, that wherever diseases existed, there also would the
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CH A P. theory, they left their men to perish without any of the assist-

5&; ance which art might have afforded.

1641.  The Company had sent Nassau particular directions to obtain
M- possession of the Isle and Province of Maranham; the northern
wemorf  division of Portugueze America would then be theirs, and from

thence they could conveniently annoy the Spanish Main and
the Islands. Maciel was at this time Governor of this state.
During Raimundo’s usurpation he had been in Spain, soliciting
the reward of his services, for such he made his atrocities appear,
where there was no one to plead the cause of the Indians against
him. 'Therewards which he obtained were so much beyond those
services, however he might have exaggerated them, that corrup-
June 14, tion as well as falsehood must have been employed in his behalf.
'97- " 'Phe Order of Christ was given him; he was made a Fidalgo,
Governor of the State of Maranham, and Donatory of a new
Captaincy, named from the Cabo do Norte, and extending from
captainey of that Cape to the Wiapoe or Pinzon, that river being considered
Norte erect. a5 the boundary between the -dominions of Portugal and Cas-
“aforhite yille. ‘The demarcation included the islands lying within ten
leagues of the coast, and extended inland from eighty to a hun-
dred leagues, as far as the Rio dos Tapuyauss@is. This Cap-
taincy was created for him, and an honorary clause inserted in
the patent, that all his successors should retain the name and
armorial bearings of Maciel Parente, which if any one neglected

f%?sd—oh. to do, his right of inheritance should lapse to the next heir.
Raimmdo  Lhis man had exerted himself at Madnd in favour of the

sent to Li .o . . . . .
bmand . system of Slavery, as well as for his own interests, which indeed

""" were founded upon that system. Notwithstanding the numer-
ous decrees which had been past from time to time in behalr
of the natives, he obtained an edict for establishing what was
called the Administration of the Free Indians; an arrangement

by which these unhappy people were nominally declared free,
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while they were actually made slaves; they were attached to
the land, and equally with the land the property of its owner ;
but they could not be sold separately, like other cattle. This
edict Maciel brought out with him, to the great joy of the plant-
ers and slave-hunters, who regarded it as a triumph over the
Jesuits. He was instructed to enquire into the conduct of
Raimundo in forcibly assuming the government. The result
of the enquiry was, that this officer was pronounced an in-
truder, all the acts which he had past were declared null, and
he was sent prisoner to Portugal. There the sentence was re-
versed ; Raimundo pleaded, that he was appointed to succeed
in the succissi(m—papers,' and though these had not been opened
when he assumed the government, and consequently could not
justify the act of usurpation, the plea was admitted. Such a
reversal was more probably obtained by favour, or corruption,
than by his acknowledged good conduct and meritorious mea-
sures. He deserved pardon, but ought not to have been ac-
quitted.

Maciel entrusted the new Captaincy to his nephew Joam
Velho do Valle, whom he appointed at the same time Capitam
Mor of Curupa. When it was attempted to extend dominion
without increasing the force which was to maintain it, and one
person was thus invested with two offices, each of which would
have given full employment to the activity of the ablest man,
the consequences in a time of war and danger might easily be
foreseen. Things however seemed to prosper on the side of
Maranham, whilst Brazil was struggling against its invaders.
Teixeira returned from his adventurous voyage. 'The Captain
of Para, on account of the numerous complaints which were
sent from Belem against him, was suspended by Maciel, and
his post given to Teixeira during the suspension, to the general
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CHAP. ter, who could expect justice at his hands. No sooner had

XIX.
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1641.
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Manoel Madeira, the accused captain, appeared before him,
than he acquitted him of all the charges so precipitately, as to
make it apparent that he had either been suspended without
cause, or was now reinstated without investigation. Madeira
embarked for Belem in a caravel which had on board sixty
soldiers, and twelve families of colonists for the new Captaincy.
Either he resented his first treatment, and wished to revenge
himself on Maciel; or more probably was afraid of the reception
which he might meet at Belem : so he gained the pilot, and
fled with the ship to the Spanish Indies. Maciel instantly dis-
patched a vessel with advices to Europe by the same course,
stating the diminution which his force had thus unexpectedly
undergone, and how little he was able to resist any attack which
the Dutch might make upon him. Greatly, however, as such
an attack was to be apprehended, he continued to act as though
in perfect sccurity; and the same blind selfishness which had
so often made him set at naught the feelings of religion and
common humanity, led him now to disregard the plainest world-
ly prudence. Weakened as S. Luiz had been by the last
draught of soldiers, he drew a second detachment from the
garrison, and dispatched the men to Belem, with orders to
Teixeira to send them on to his new Captaincy, and with them
as many troops from Para as there might be there ahove the
number in Francisco Coelho’s time. Teixeira reluctantly obey-
ed instructions against which he did not venture to remon-
strate, because he knew the violence of Maciel’s temper. He
resolved now to go to Portugal himself, and there solicit the
reward of services which seemed to be in danger of remaining
unrewarded ; but while he was preparing for the voyage he died,
greatly regretted by the people of Para, and leaving a memor-

Lots—s5 able name in the history of South America.
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The news of the Acclamation now reached S. Luiz, and in- CHAP.
structions came to the Governor at the same time, that he was f.l\:f_,
to regard no people as enemies, except the Moors and Spa- 1641.
niards, . . names which could thus be coupled only to show that ﬁﬁ:"ﬂi‘:h
the Portugueze regarded both with equal abhorrence. Maciel it Me-
knew that since these instructions were written the Dutch had
seized Seregipe, and this knowledge might well have alarmed
him for Maranham. An Englishman, who arrived from St. 3,
Michael’s, brought him positive information that he would be
attacked ; he only ridiculed the intelligence. A few days after-
wards some Indians assured him that a fleet was making for
Peria, and tidings speedily followed that they were at anchor
in the Bay of Aressagy, only four leagues from the city. Then
indeed he sent to see what they were ; and when he was told that
they were fourteen ships, and all Dutch, such was his besotted
confidence, that instead of making any preparations for defence,
he saluted them, as soon as they appeared at the entrance of
the Bay, as if they had been friends. They neither returned
the salute nor brought to: and he then fired upon them ; but
his subsequent conduct proved this to be an act of sudden
anger, not of determined courage. They returned the fire, ran
up the river or channel of Bacanga, which separates the isle
from the main land on the east, and dropt anchor before the
chapel of N. Senhora do Desterro. Berredo.

Koin and Lichthart commanded this expedition. They land- ;lszdp‘:i:
ed half their men without resistance ; the inhabitants, betrayed s i
4 : .. ; cupy part of
into a fatal confidence by their Governor’s imprudence, were the town.
utterly unprepared ; and seeing no hope of saving the place,
every man thought only of saving himself and his family, and
fled with them to the woods. About an hundred and fifty men
got into the fort with Maciel, who now sent to the Dutch com-
mander, saying, that the King of Portugal was at peace with

VOoL. II. D
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cHAP. Holland, and therefore the invasion of a Portugueze colony was
553‘\_, contral _y to all laws. ]\oj,n rephed that he had been driven there
J641. b_y stress of weather, and had landed his troops in this hostlle
: manner because he had been fired upon : nevertheless, if the Go-
vernor would come out and treat with him in person, aomethmg
might be agreed upon for the benefit of both nations. Maciel
hdd obtained the reputation of being a brave man ; he was only
a cr uel one: he went out of his fortress ; Koin told him he
% could not leave Maranham till he received instructions from the
States, whose conduct would be decided by that of the C()lyrt
of Llabon ; and he proposed that \Iamel should continue in his
govemment till these instructions came, and assign a part of
the city as quarters for the Dutch, where they might be sup-
plied with all things necessary, paying the usual prices. Maciel
was perfectly satisfied with proposals which gaye him time to
secure his private interests, issued his orders accordingly, and
returned into the fort, to hold his office at the pleasure of the

s invaders. :
e pues - T'he “Dutch, upon their way towards the city, gave sufficient
e prqo,f', by the insolence of their language, if any proef had been
needed, that they considered the island as their conquest ; aud'
they broke in pieces the images of the Virgin and of St. Anto-
nio, in the chapel by which they landed. No insult could have
been felt more deeply by the Portugueze, who had not all been
panic-stricken, like their commander. Paulo Soares de Aﬁfellar
-attempted to make a stand at one of the gates, but his fofcg
-was inadequate. Francisco Coelho de Carvalho besought Ma-
ciel to prepare for defence in the fort ; the enemy, he said, were
plundering the city, and had parleyed with him only 'fcn_; ;hg
sake of gaining admittance. Nothing, however, could rouse
this man. A gunner, by name Mathias Joam, formed a mask¢d
ba!:.tg_rx of more than thirty pieces against the Praca de Armas,
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which he would have opened upon the enemy as soon as they
should come to take possession of it : but when he informed the
Governor of the dispositions which he had made, Maciel hesi-
tated and objected, till he made it too late to save the place.
He soon found it too late to save himself. Koin advanced to
the fort: the gates were opened to him, and Maciel delivered
him the keys, in return for which he speedily received his pro-
per reward. The Portugueze flag was struck, that of the United
Provinces hoisted in it’s place, and the Governor treated as a
prisoner. 'The Dutch then betook themselves to pillage. It
was told the Prior of Monte do Carmo, that the priest of the
Mother Church had left behind him in hLis fear some consecrated
wafers ; and the Prior, regardless of personal danger, hastened

to the church and swallowed them, lest the heretics should pro--

fane what the people believed to be the actual body of their
Redeemer and their God !

It was the interest of the Dutch commanders to repress the
spirit of havoc in their men, and by their efforts the settlements
on the opposite main were preserved from plunder. There were
five sugar-works, or engines, as they are called, at Itapicuru,
which compounded for 5000 arrobas of their produce. On the
Island there were six engines in full employ. The Dutch found
also fifty-five large pieces of canuon, amimunition in abundance,
and plenty of wine, but few ships, five and forty having lately
sailed for the Cape de Verds. The baseness of Maciel seemed
to have infected his family. His nephew Pedro, whom after
the Acclamation he had appointed Captain of Para, was on his
way to Belem with thirty soldiers, 300 Indians, and a convoy
of merchandize. IHe was at Tapuytapera on the main when
the news of the Dutch conquest overtook him, and though out
of all danger at the time, and having it completely in his power
to reach Belem, where his presence and the reinforcements un-
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der him were now so necessary, he turned back to Maranham,
and voluntarily surrendered himself, with all the property in his
charge. The settlement at Tapuytapera fell in consequence.
The Islanders were now deprived of all hope, and they who had
fled from the city returned, and took the oath of obedience to
the United States. The Dutch shipt off one hundred and fifty
persons, of whom they were suspicious, giving them a leaky
vessel, and liberty to go whither they would: they sailed for
Madeira, but were glad to put into the island of St. Christo-
phers, then jointly settled by the English and French, where
they were hospitably received till they could dispose of them-
selves. Koin and Lichthart repaired a fort which commanded
the mouth of the Itapicuru; stationed a guard of soldiers in
each of the sugar-works, as overseers over the owners ; and then
leaving four ships, and a garrison of 600 men to preserve their
conquest, they sailed on the last day of the year for Recife,
taking Maciel with them. Nassau, who towards brave men
had ever shown himself a generous enemy, treated this man with
the contempt which his late conduct deserved, and sent him
prisoner to the fortress at Rio Grande, where in a few days he
died, at the age of seventy-five, having accumulated upon his
soul as heavy a load of guilt, as any one who ever, to his own
perdition, hunted down his fellow creatures like beasts of the
chase, in order to enslave them for beasts of burden.

It was in vain for the Court of Lisbon to. protest against the
conduct of Nassau, and complain, that while the Dutch in
Europe were supplying them with stores, and acting conjointly
against Spain, they were invading the Portugueze possessions
in Africa and America. Their High Mightinesses replied, that
these things were done before their Governor in Brazil knew
that the truce was ratified. They were determined to keep
what they had won, and the Portugueze, justly indignant at
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such treatment, were equally determined to recover, notwith-
standing the treaty, conquests which, in defiance of it, had been
wrested from them. In this inauspicious mannerdid the truce
begin, one party having committed a flagrant injustice, and the
other meditating revenge. Antonio 'Telles da Sylva was ap-
pointed Governor of Brazil, and charged to proceed against the
three  Governors, for their conduct toward the Marquez de
Monte Alvam, Barbalho and Brito were accordingly sent
home prisoners : the former was pardoned, his errors being im-
puted to want of judgment ; the latter remained for many years
in the common jail at Lisbon : the Bishop escaped with a lighter
punishment, being ounly compelled to refund the whole emolu-
ments which he had received during his administration. 'The
new Governor, following the treacherous policy of which the
Dutch had set him the example, continued the same friendly
communication with them which had been established since the
Revolution, and while he always professed to be at peace, dili.
gently watched for every opportunity of exciting and fomenting
insurrections against them.

Relying on these professions, Nassau hoped to enjoy the fruit
of his conquests, and to see the ravages of war repaired. But
Pernambuco and the southern provinces were visited by other
calamities : the season proved unusually wet, the rivers over-
flowed, and men and cattle were swept away by the floods ;
especially about the Capivaribi., The young canes were de-
stroyed by the inundation: those which were tall enough to
escape this mode of destruction were killed by a species of
aquatic worm, which penetrated them, and ate out the pith.
This calamity was succeeded by pestilence: the small pox pre-
vailed with such malignity, that more than 1100 negroes were
cut off by it in the Captaincy of Paraiba. One evil thus
ollowing another, the Portugueze in these conquered provinces
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were unable to pay the taxes, and they petitioned the States
for relief, representing, that on such occasions their own govern-
ment was wont to require from those who rented the Decimas
a tenth only of those tenths.

Nassau had other difficulties to contend with: the Company
having gained what they could during the negotiations, made
it their next object to diminish their expenditure, in reliance
upon the truce; and they instructed him to dismiss many of his
officers, and lessen the pay of the men. Against this act of im-
politic parsimony Nassau strongly remonstrated. Many officers,
he assured the Directors, in indignation at the mere report of
such a measure, had left the service, and sailed for Portugal to
serve the new King. But this was no time for reducing the
military establishment: the Portugueze were eagerly awaiting
an opportunity to recover their losses, and revenge themselves :
they were provoked by the capture of Loanda, St. Thomas, and
Maranham ; and their state of irritated feeling was manifested
in their public remonstrances. It was necessary to guard

~against them ; and at the same time to conciliate by all possible

means those who had submitted to the Dutch Government ;
especially it imported to allow them that full religious liberty
which had been promised them ; nothing had exasperated them
so much as the expulsion of the Jesuits, and other religioners,
those who were left being only the dregs and disgrace of the
church. He had received orders to restrict toleration within the
narrowest bounds, and the reformed clergy were calling upon
him to enforce these imprudent orders: but he reminded the
Company, that it was not for freedom of religion within their
own dwelling-houses that the Portugueze had stipulated, but for
the full and public enjoyment of their rites and ceremonies, as
freely as under their own Government. They were a people,
he said, obstinate in their superstition, and who would never
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make any country their permanent place of residence where they
could not hear the voice of the priest. By establishing schools
throughout their conquests, by carefully attending to the young,
and labouring to improve the savages, the purer faith was to be
promoted. All other methods were perilous, as well as ineffec-
tual. It seems. extraordinary that the Jews, who of all men
bad most reason to hate the Portugueze Government, should
have been suspected by Nassau; he said they were always
ready for mischief. He again urged the Company to encourage
colonization in their Brazilian possessions, for it was not by
garrisons and by fear that they could always be defended, but
by the attachment of the inhabitants. This would be materially
promoted, if an exemption from the tenths during seven years
were granted to new settlers upon their marriage, and an addi-
tional year of immunity at the end of that term for each of their
children ; but it would seem an act of ungrateful, injustice if
this, were done without granting some adequate bounty to the;
owners and overseers of the sugar-works, whose fidelity had
been tried, who had borne the worst of  the war, many of whom
had intermarried with the Dutch, and by whose labours com-
merce was flourishing ; this, therefore the Company should take
into consideration.

While Nassau was thus giving the Company wiser counsel
than they had wisdom to follow, he was meditating great and
extensive plans of conquest. Every thing was ready for an
expedition against. Buenos Ayres, when his attention was dis-
tracted by insurrections in Maranham and in St. Thomas. In
the whole of the Spanish colonies there was no place which
might so easily have been taken and maintained as Buenos
Agyres ; but the force intended for this service was now required
for the protection of  those conquests which had been so disho=
nourably made, and thus. this growing and, important city es-
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in Angola and in Seregipe, and that he might be ready against
these expected exigencies, Nassau was compelled to abandon an
expedition against the Negroes of the Palmares, who continually
infested Pernambuco. 'A squadron destined against Chili had set
sail before this intelligence arrived. The failure of the Dutch
fleet against Peru, in the year 1624, had arisen entirely from mis-
conduct, and it was hoped that an attempt made upon a more
vulnerable part would efface the shame, and make up for the
loss which had been then sustained. Henrik Brouwer, who had
been Governor General at Batavia, and was now one of the
Directors of the West India Company, offered his services for
the occasion ; he was a man of distinguished courage, conduct,
and integrity, but odious to those under his command, because
his discipline was strict, even to severity, and this, perhaps,
proceeded from his disposition more than from any error in
judgement ; for like most of his countrymen in that age, Brouwer
was merciless. His instructions were, to search for the Terra
Australis on his way, and to offer assistance to the natives of
Chili, especially the Araucans, to whom he was to relate, how
the Dutch, having once been equally oppressed by their com-
mon enemy, the Spaniards, had by a like long and obstinate:
war recovered and secured their liberty. He was artfully to get
from these people the secret of their mines, this being in reality
the motive which induced him to plan the expedition, and the
Company to undertake it. He was to examine the island of
S. Maria, with a view of taking possession of it, in the hope that
it might be made another Dunkirk : Baldivia also was to be
taken and kept, it he found himself equal to maintain it, with
the assistance of the natives. He was to bring back salt-petre,
to defray the costs of the expedition ; the various dies which
were in use there, one of which was said to exceed cochineal ;
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and the vicuna, that it might be introduced into the Brazilian
provinees. This voyage is remarkable in maritime history,
because Brouwer, who intended to pass through the Straits of
Le Maire, was driven off by storms, and discovered Staten
T.and to be an island. As he was the first person who entered
the Pacific by this open: course, his countrymen wished to have
it called after him, the Brouwer Sea, ... an honour which they
could not obtain for him, and to which indeed he had very little
claim. = He reached Chiloe, stormed some Spanish forts, and
with the cruelty which characterized his countrymen in that
age, put the men to the sword. But intelligence of his force
and designs had previously been received at Lima?; the Spa-
niards were prepared to resist his farther progress; and the na-
tives, notwithstanding the cunning with which the new comers
endeavoured  to cloak their real object, did not conceal their
suspicion and abhorrence when they heard them enquire for
mines. Brouwer died at Castro; he was succeeded by Elias
Herckmann, one . of the best of the Dutch, an excellent seaman,
and athirst for, knowledge of every kind ; he had travelled far
into the interior of Brazil, on journeys of discovery, and employ-
ed his leisure in poetical and historical composition. He reach-
ed Baldivia, and began to build a fort there; but it was found
that the natives did not supply the troops with food, notwith-
standing their promises ;... in fact, they had little or none to
spare from their own wants: the men began first to murmur,
then to mutiny and desert, and the Spaniards were collecting
forces which would soon have overpowered him, These circum-

* Barlzeus hints, that this intelligence had been sold to the Spaniards by some
of his countrymen: “ Fado profecté nostratium more, quibus deferre ad exleros
domestica mimium proclive.” P, 275,
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CHA P, stances induced him to abandon the country, and return to Per-

KX hambuco.  His conduct was not approved by all the members

1642. of the government ; but before any inquiry could take place, he

-7 died, more lamented than his predecessor had been, and leaving
256 a8, o better name to posterity. &f :

Ty o Ehis was -an illjudged expedition:  success had intoxicated

Stariame the Dutely; and caleulators as they were, they seem never to

have considered how disproportionate such plans of conquest

were to their population, and to their means of" maintaining

what they might’ acquire. *St. Luiz, like ‘St. Salvador and

Olinda, had been ‘easily 'won ; butin Maranham, as’ in Bahia

and Perhambuco, the people whom the incapacity of their

rulers had betrayed, soon began to work for their own deliver-

ance. Here, even more than in'other parts, the Dutch’ provoked

insurréction by their misconduct.  Many of the Portiigiieze had

connected themselves by marriage with' thie 'conquerors, thinking

that they were 'delivered over by the mother country ; and the

'peop}e during some months ‘contented themselves with complain-

~ing to the Governot 'of the' injuries’ and insults” which ‘they en-

.. duved + but they found’it vain' to seek redress from one) Who by

Boricw,  the admlssmu of ‘his own t‘oﬁntrymen was notorious for intems-

1, perance, ferocity and cruelty; longer sufferance appeared dis-
graceful as well ‘as hopeless, and they took the bettér resolution
of revenging themselves ‘with their own right hands. Tt was
time that this resolution should be taken. Four and twenty
Portugueze of Maranham had been seized by a creature of the
Governor’s, from' motives of mere personal wickedness, for no
suspicion was even pretended against them, and exposed without

B, defence to the savages, by whom they were instantly massacr cd

805. and devoured.

Theinhai-  'T'he number.of Por'mguexe who bound themselves to deliver

ants deter-

wie o Maranham, or perish in the attempt, did not exceed fifty, besides

rewoll
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some negroes, a race to-whom the Dutch have generally behaved

‘CHAD,
X1X.

-more eruelly than any other people. - They chose for their leader

Antonio: Moniz Barreiros, who had been governor of the colony
inhisearly youth, twenty years before this time. - The plan which
e formed was to attack the five sugar works of Itapicuru on
“thie' Main; iniothese works and in the fort upon the river of that
‘name, “there’ swere thrée hundred Duatch ; but the owners were
among the confederated patriots, and would be ready, each at
‘his post, toradmit and cooperate with their countrymen. It was
‘at/ first “intended “that'all the five Ingenios should be attacked
‘at/ the same "hoar, on ‘the last night of September. . The con-
fedérates punctually repaired to the appointed place of junction,
where 'they were to receive 'the ‘final orders of their chiefs but
whenAntonio Moriiz! s&iv ‘them’ thus collected, he thought they
were too few to be divided, and immediately changinghis plan,

determined that they should ‘in-one’ body attack  the works of.

Bento Maciel, which weéfe administered as it; is 'called, by his
‘brother Vital ‘Maciely both bastards of the linfamots» governor
whose iame tthéy“bave dothat doney they hwereto'procedd 4o his
own works, whitherhe would préviously return) and mark tvith
a hght the saf'eﬁt place for-their landing. ' g, ‘Hoddi i
“'Fhe fitst poinit-of attack wasearried in less than hdl!‘ an hom‘{,
the ‘whole of the Dutcly were slin, and the! conquerors providin
themselves {eith better caring | from the'spoils' of their enemies,
advanced to tlie seeoiid works! ' Atitonio Moniz wasread y with
his bedeon 3 ‘the Dutch wer E‘1t1lzt‘-1'-'1fx:|e'd,-and‘ endeavoured fo.de-
fend ' themctves i’ his dwolling house /it was: thatched: Wwith
palii leaves; to which the’ Pmtuguezeuset fire; the Diltch then
bi'dl{eith'rbtrgh the mud wall,’ e‘a&eavourm'gt thus to’ escape,xbut
they ‘who' forced” their way out' fell by’ the sword ‘o the mus:
quet ; the others; says the Aimalist and Governor of Maranham,
died like heretics; being constied 'in' the flames, the just punishs
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ment of their barbarous errors:'. Moniz had received personal
ill-treatment from these tenants by force, and exacted such ven-
geance that every man was destroyed.  The third Ingenio was
on the opposite side of the river, near enough for the garrison
to take the alarm, and put themselves on their guard ;. but the
place was mot formed fordefence, they were temified and in-
ferior in numbers, and (were cut off like -their companions.  The
fourth: was attacked with the like suecess, and it was only at the

last /that any quarter was given.: . These works belonged to the -

Sargento Mor, Antenio, Leixeua de Mello,  second in.command
among the patriots, and, by his humane exertions some of the

Datch were saved. The head of the detachment to which, they

were entrusted thought this mercy ill-timed, and, ordered jhis, men
to put them to dedth, but they with proper feelmg refused to

.obey him..

. Fort Calvary was stlll to be won ; it was garrlsoned by seventy

without delay; and arrived near it just before day-break.  His
scouts  fortunately laid hands on a soldier who had past  the
nightwithout the walls, and this man, to save his own life, be-
came their guide and adviser. . He stationed them about fifty
paces only from the fort, behind a great rock,which from that
day has been called the Roek of Patience, Penedo da, Paciencia,
because under its. shadow: the Portuguege . ;remained, several
hours: waiting for an opportunity to .attack the enemy. At
length the morning trumpet sounded, the gates were opened,
and a small party issued outito reconnoitre and see that all was
safe. 'L'his had been done so often that it was become a mere
formality ;- they approached the rock without looking  behind
it, and returned to, the fort with so- little circumspection,
that the Portugueze followed them unperceived, and closely
enough to enter the gates at.the same time. Even the centinels
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did not discover them till they were within the fort, and began
to cut down the astonished Dutchmen. The Commandant at-
tempted to make a stand, but his men were panic stricken at the
suddenness of the assault. Some were slain upon the spot ; others
flying to the sally-port, found that also in possession of the
assailants. The greater number were put to the sword ; those
who were spared owed their lives to the interference of a Priest ;
he had borne the Crucifix before his comrades as a standard
beneath which they were to march to victory, and he stretched
out that Crucifix to protect his enemies now, when the victory
was won. ; But this mercy was extended only to the Frenchmen
who composed part of the garrison ; a Catholic feeling incensed
the conquerors against the Dutch, and thus rendered them im-
mitigable towards an enemy, more hated for their heretical opi-
nions than for their eruelty and their perfidiousness.

Some settlers upon the Itapicuru, who had joined their coun-
trymen during the night, were left to garrison Fort Calvary,
while Antonio Moniz crossed over to Isle Maranham, hoping
to surprize Fort Felippe. But a negro, who escaping from the
sugar-works, had swam across, had already carried intelligence
of the insurrection to St. Luiz, and forty Dutchmen were sent
out from that city to reconnoitre. They fell in with an ad-
vanced party of the patriots; the negro’s tidings had spread
among friends as well as enemies, and though this party consist-
ed at first of not more than thirty men, Portugueze and Indians
were now joining them so fast, that the Dutch detachment was
outnumbered and cut to pieces. Moniz then took up a strong
position about three leagues from the city, and stationed an ad-
vanced guard within a league of it, on the river Coty. - A canoe
was sent down the river, in hopes of making a prisoner, from

~whom information of the enemy’s designs might be obtained.
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Some native fishermen came’to meet ‘the ¢anoe, and enquiring
eaverly wheve the Portugueze were, besotght the boatmen to

1642. peturn and inform them, that 'the Duteh had résolved to attack

the advanced post on' the following day with''a great part'of
their foree.  Upon  this, "Meniz ‘advanded, and ldid in ambush
for the enemy.  His force consisted 'of "threescore soldiers ‘and
eighty Indians; that which imarched agaiust him amounted to an
hundred and twenty men. ' The snare was well laid ;" the Dutch
were surprized by a discharge of musquetry, ‘and of ‘arrows,
which were not less destructive, and only ' five of the whole de
tachment escaped. More ‘séttlers now “joined the insurgents;
and were armed from the spoils of the field. = They called upor
their leaders to march without delay against St. Luiz, where the

~ Dutch. they argued, would either be off their guard, in the ex-
~ pectation that their troops had been! victorious, ‘or be utterly

disheartened, if they should have weceived tidings of the fate of
their comrades. - Moniz ‘would have followed this advice, but
Antonio. Teixeira' 'de Mello,” whose “experience and authority
gave him great weight among the patriots; répresented, that the
Dutch were still greatly superior inf numbers, and ‘being veteran
soldiers, would: not fail to profit by the favourable ‘ground be-
tween ‘theirpresent position and the eity. It was better, therés
fore, to wait till they should receive steeours from Para’; and'in
the interim, the success which already had been obtained would’
bring more of ‘the Islanders to their standard: " 'Phis advice pre-
vailed for four and twenty heurs ; the Portugueze then, in that
spirit of mutability which want of discipline produces as surely
as want of decision, changed their opimion, and Moniz'marched
at day-break toward St. Luiz. - No opposition waus made upon
the way.  He entered the suburbs, and took possession’ of the
Carmo Convent, which stoed on alittle Tising ground, just out
of musquet shot from the walls. There he remained till it was
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dark, and then during the night possessed himself of a post nearer CH A .
the fortress, and threw up works there in form of a half-moon. Z\~O
At day-break these works were strong enough to repel the sal- 1642.

lies of the enemy, and the Dutch being thus reduced to act
upon the defensive, dispatched vessels to Recife, soliciting im-

: Berredo, §

mediate sucecour. : 821—36.

Moniz also had applied for succour to his countrymen at Para. dfis of
arda,

That Captaincy was at this time in a singular state of discord.
The Capitam Mor, Francisco Cordovil, having received informa-
tion of the loss of St. Luiz, and on the following day of Pedro
Maciel’s base surrender, began to prepare for defence, and
called upon Joam Velho do Valle, and Cypriano Maciel Aran- 5, s,
ha, who commanded the new Captaincies of Cabo do Norte and G o
Camuta, to come to his assistance. The former was of a bad >
race, brother to Pedro Maciel, and nephew to old Bento. 'In
this family selfishness seems to have preponderated over every
principle of honour and duty, as well as of humanity. - He set
out with eighty soldiers and five hundred Indians; there were
under his command an hundred and fifty men, paid by the
establishment of Para, which now needed and demanded their
assistance, and the auxiliary force was in the same proportion
greater; but he thought proper to leave nearly half to defend
his own plantations of tobaceo ; and moved towards Belem with
so little alacrity, that he consumed two months in a voyage for
which only fifteen days were necessary. Having at length ar-
rived, he took up his quarters in the Convent of St. Antonio,
(then standing apart.from the city, in the place called Campina,
but now united with it:) and sending notice of his arrival to
Cordovil, and to the Senado da Camera, or Council-Chamber, 1, s ummd
he informed them, that if they did not furnish his men with all 5™
things needful, and receive him as Commandant General, an
office which he claimed under a provision of Bento Maciel, he
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would immediately veturn to his own Captaincy. The Chamber
replied, that when they saw the provision they would pay that
deference to it which it should be found to deserve; that as to
food, there was at that time a scarcity, and the best plan which
could be adopted under such circumstances was, that his troops
should be quartered upon the inhabitants, and fare alike with
them, a measure, which however inconvenient in other respects,
had the advantage of making the expense easier. Velho would
not listen to this proposal, because it wonld have frustrated his
intention of carrying his object by force; and lest the men
might incline to it, he removed them during the night to Una,
a little way distant from the town. This movement was observ-
ed from the fortress, and a few guns were ineffectually fired to
prevent it. '

On the ensuing day he repeated his demands with increas-
ed arrogance. 'The same answer was returned respecting food ;
and touching the Provision, he was informed, that as it had
not been registered in their Tribunal, it could not be deem-
ed valid, in conformity to a regulation made by Franecisco
Coelho, the first Governor of that State, and confirmed
by Bento Maciel himself. A few days afterwards, while the
dispute still continued, tidings arrived that the Dutch had
advanced as far as Gurupy, and were expecting an expedition
from Recife expressly destined for the conquest of Para. Alarm-
ed at this, the magistracy again called upon Velho to unite with
them for the defence of the city, reminding him that he would
otherwise be responsible for it’s loss ; and conceding something
in this exigency, they offered him quarters for his men a league
from the town, and promised to supply them there. But the
more imminent the danger of the state appeared to be, the
more insolent this wretch became in his demands and language;
and at length leaving Para to its fate, he returned to the Cabo
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do Norte, that he might be upon the spot to make a good bar- cyaP.
gain for his tobacco with the Dutch. ﬂff_,
Cordovil had abstained. from taking any part in the dispute 10642.

beween the Chamber and Velho, occupying himself meantime Pedvo Ma-

in preparing for defence, wherein he was well seconded by all )

the people. Seven months had now elapsed since they learnt

the fall of S. Luiz, when a Dutch vessel appeared off the bar,

and the Captain sent to say that he was come from the island

of St. Christopher, only for the sake of serving the King of

Portugal. He was told therefore that upon producing his pass-

ports. he might enter the river; but at the desire of Pedro

Maciel, who was on board, he anchored at Mosqueiro, six

leagues distant. = This man, after his cowardly surrender, had

been treated by the Dutch as he deserved, being one of the

persons whom they embarked on board a leaky ship, and com-

mitted to the mercy of the sea. The Dutch Captain with whom

he now made his appearance, seems to have been a kindly-

natured man, who as he had his choice of being at war orat

peace with the Portugueze, preferred the. ways of commerce to

those of piracy; and had sailed from St. Christophers with

Pedro Maciel, and forty others who had in ltke manner been

expelled from Maranham, thinking by this act of humanity to

recommend himself to the magistrates at Para, and the Govern-

ment at Lisbon, and thus deservedly obtain facilities in his

mereantile pursuits. o
On the following day Pedro Maciel sent.to the Chamber Coun= pemanis the

government,

cil the patent by which his uncle Bento had appointed him andsummo
Capitam Mot of Para, and with. it a letter, in. which he com- 7ot aii
manded them to yield eobedience. 'They replied, that when he &
appeared belore their Tribunal, according to the usual forms,

they would then come to such a resolution as the case might

seem to require. Upon this he landed with a small party of

YOL. II. F
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armed mien, went to a private house, arid from thenee notified bis
presence to the Chamber. By this'time they had determined how
to answer'him, which was thus’; that upon the invasion and loss
of Maranham they had taken measures for themselves, and
acquainted the Court ‘of Portagal therewith ; consequently,
they were not ‘at liberty to receive a new Governor till fresh
orders arrived from Lisbon, which they expected ‘in the first
ships. Pedro became furious at this reply ; he re-embarked in
the Dutch vessel, fell down seven or eight leagues below the
city, to the Bahia [do Sul, and landing in the Isle from whence
the Bay derives its ‘name, took up his quarters ‘there, and de:
dicated them to St. Pedro de Alcantara. - From thence hedis-
patched letters to his brother Joam Velho, urging him to come
with'all speed, that they 'might jointly take vengeance wupon
the people of Belem'; and this brother, who when proceeding
to'the defence of that city, had spent two mouths upon the way,
performed ‘the same voyage in less than a third of the tlme,
when tie’hoped to establish a tyranny there.

" The Senado da Camera, under these difficult eircumstances,
acted with ‘great prudence, neither yielding to'these arrogant
men, ot irritating ‘them. * They sent again to Pedro Maciel,
requiring him to come and defend Belem, and protesting, that
his ‘present conduct tended greatly to increase its' danger, for the
Tapuya troops, perceiving liow the Portugueze were divided
among themselves, were ready to desert. Such representations
were unavailing with a man who regarded nothing but ‘his own
immediate interest. He replied only by new menaces and insults,
and as the ship which brought him ‘there was ‘about to sail for
Lisbon, he forbade the Chamber to write by it, saying, their me-
morial would ‘be made up of falsehoods ; but the Dutch cap-
tain was disgusted with Tis proceedings, ‘and ‘privately took
charge of 'their dispatches. ' His menaces were not confined to
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the magistraey ; he threatened the people also, and declared, caap,
that if sufficient measures were not taken for supplying his men, ff_ff__
he would by his own authority seize provisions wherever they 1642.
were to be found. During these disputes, Cordovil remained —
neutral, contented, with maintaining his command, and unwill-

ing toappear as an- active; enemy against the two brethren,

much as he disapproved of their conduct, because he was nearly
related to them. . 'He had enough to occupy: him in ‘providing for

the defence: of i the Captaincy, with no better force: than eighty
ill-armed- men, and a body of allies; whose -desertion was hourly

to:be expected, . .. pérhaps their hostility. Under the difficul-
tiesof  his!sitwation his health sunk ; but before his death, he
vested the Government of the Captaincy in the Chamber. This
exasperated’ the: two brethren ; their relationship to Cordovil

bad hitherto in some degree restrained them; they now gave

way to the natural insolence of their disposition, and it was.

daily feared that Belem would bécome the seat of civil war.

Fhe brethren- were not daring enough for this ; their hope was,

that the Chamber would be intimidated into submission ; bolder
measures Wwere not suifed to a temper as base as' it was insolent. re- s
Things were in this state when, the messengers of Antonio p s
Moniz arrived at. Belem, to. request assistance in completing i s
the recovery of Maranham. The Chamber immediately com- ™"

municated these advices to the' two brethren ; reminding them,

how necessary it was that succours should be sent, how glorious

it would be for them to distinguish themselves on such an occa-

sion, and.on. the: other hand,, what an everlasting reproach, if;
peisisting in' their present conduect, they should hold back from

the enterprize; and detain in inactivity the only disposable; force

of: the: State. . Pedro Maciel and his brother were not. sorry

that so fairlan epportunity was offered them  for giving up their
fuuitless pretensions, and they departed. accordingly to join the
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CHAP. patriots. A few days afterwards, two inhabitants of S. Luiz
21X reached the city, with dispatches from the Dutch Governor,
1645, containing a copy of the Ten Years Truce, which he requested
mhetee  Lhe People of Para to acknowledge. The real motives of the
edin P Dutchinan were obvious ; he had long been in possession of the
Treaty, and had there been any hope of effecting the conquest
of Belem, it would still have remained among his papers ; but
feeling himself in danger at S. Luiz, it was brought forth for
the purpose of preventing the patriots from obtaining aid from
Para. The Chamber perfectly understood this ; their reinforce-
ments were already sent off, and this being done, peace was as ac-
ceptable to them in their state of weakness, as to the Dutchman.
They therefore accepted the Treaty, premising that they could
not publish it with the customary ceremonies till they received
S45. it immediately from their own Court. |
procectings  Pedro Maciel and his brother meantime proceeded toward

@‘" the

patrirs & Ajaranbam with their usual dilatoriness, when they were not
- engaged in some selfish pursuit. It was a coasting voyage,
performed in canoes, the course lying through three and thirty
bays, connected by sheltered channels which are called rivers:
such a navigation is subject to little or no interruption from the
weather, and is usually ‘the easy work.of five or six and twenty
days; ... these men were between two and three months upon

the way. 'The reinforcement which they brought consisted:  of

one hundred and thirteen Portugueze, and seven hundred good
allies, under native leaders. ~Antonio Moniz was at this time
dangerously ill, and the command vested in' Antonio Teixeira de
Mello, as Sargento Mor. He had brought over two pieces of can-

non from Fort Calvary, which had proved of great use, and which

the heretical Dutch had attempted to silence, by exposing an
image of St. John the Baptist in that place against which the fire

was directed. Being thus strengthened, he resolved to assault Fort




HISTORY OF BRAZIL. 37

S. Felippe, notwithstanding the strength of its garrison. Some CHAP.
obstacles were opposed by that contradiction which the total ff..'fi_,
want of discipline so frequently occasioned in a Portugueze 1648.
camp ; and before he could make the attempt, the Dutch re-
ceived a large reinforgement, under Anderson, from Recife.

On  the morrow after its arrival, the Dutch commander at-
tempted to surprize the Portugueze at noonday, when their

watch was less carefully kept; but they started up at the first

alarm, and repelled him with considerable loss. He was equally peu o

s . . their lead,
unsuccessful in an attack upon their works at the Carmo, where momie.

he lost nearly an hundred men, and the greater part of his antir
Indian allies. Moniz died on the evening after this victory, and
Teixeira succeeded to the chief command. Five quintals of
powder had been his whole stock, and this was almost wholly

spent ; thus without ammunition, it was not possible to main-

tain his position so near an enemy who was always certain of
receiving supplies by sea ; he resolved, therefore, to retire to the

main land, and take post at Tapuytapera, a place separated

from S. Luiz by a bay about four leagues broad, and naturally
strong. The retreat was begun by night: but even in the act

of retreating, his enterprising spirit devised new means of annoy-

ing the enemy ; it ‘was likely they would pursue him as soon jan. 2s.
as his movement should be discovered, and attempt to harass

his march'; mo svoner; therefore, had he crossed the Coty, than

he laid an ambush in the same place which had. formerly proved

fatal to the Dutch, and the stratagem a second time succeeded.

The Dutch Commandant of Seara, who had been summoned to i hicees,

the defence of Maranham, fell into the snare, and was cut off, B i

with about thirty Dutchmen, and more than an hundred In- gu?c:'.ﬁ
dians. Their spoils' furnished a small supply of ammunition,
and the Portugueze leader having made this' welcome booty,

delayed the execution of his plan, and instead of crossing to the
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main land, posted himself at Moruapy, a strong situation in
that part of the Island which is opposite te Itapicuru. The
insurgents still retained the posts which they had won there,
and were thus at all times sure of their retreat, either by land or
water. The Duteh Governor, enraged at the last loss which he
had sustained, gave way to the most ferocious spirit of ven-
geance. Five and twenty Portugueze of S. Luiz he' delivered
to the savages from: Seara, to be devoured by them; and he
sent fifty to Barbadoes, to be sold as slaves to the English;; the
English Governor ordered them to be brought on shore, as if he

~meant to bargain for them, and then set them at liberty, after

Berredo.
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indignantly reproving the agent who had insulted him by offer-
ing white men and Christians for sale. The other settlers were
plundered, their women: were stript naked, and in this state they
were driven: out of the town. Such was the treatment which
those families. éxperienced, who for the sake of remaining in
peace, preferred submission to the duty of joining their breihren
in arms.

At, Moruapy Antonio Teixeira remained more than - three

: months, in the hope of receiving: suecours ; till; being weary of

perpetual -disappointment,  and .unable  to - maintain bimself
longer without supplies, he destroyed ' whatever property could
not be earriediaway, crossed over to thé main land, and aban~
dening Fort. Calvary, reached. Tapuytapera, according te his
former, intention. ! Hehad not beenmany days i this:pdsition,
before, Pedro: Maciel and: his brother took to their: .canoes, which
had been: left here during: the late operations, embarked with

- the greater:paxt; of their awn: people and some of the Maraitham
« eolonists; whom they had indaced to follow: them, and deserting

the patriots,: set off for Para. This desertion so-much alarmed
those who had not-been invited to accompany them, or/for, whom
there ' had: -not |been cances to embark in, that another, party
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set off with ‘their families to reach Para by land. The com- CHAP.

‘mander seeing himself thus forsaken, and without any ammu- «—’,‘32_,

nition whatever, knew not what better to do than to repair to. 1643

Belem ; sooner or later he doubted not that forces would be

sent from 'Portugal, and Belem seemed to be the place where

le could ‘most ‘conveniently await their arrival. But how

were they to reach Belem ? by water they could not go for want

of canoes, and though there were persons who eagerly advised

the land march, a journey of nearly eight hundred miles through

the wild woodlands of South America was too formidable to-be

lightly 'undertaken. = While they were yet deliberating what mereceie
. g supplies.

course to pursue, five quintals of powder, with matches and ball -

in’ proportion, arrived from Belem. ' There was but one course

which canoes could hold upon this passage; and that  the

‘Duteli, masters as they were of the sea, should have suffered

these supplies to reach him was represented by Teixeira to his

men ‘as something, which added to the safe voyage of those

very stores in a defenceless bark from Bahia to Belem, ought

to be regarded, if not as absolutely miraculous, certainly as

an evident proof of the protection of Heaven. He had with

him  sixty Portugueze and two hundred Indians. Pedro

Maciel -and his brother, with their fugitives, when they met

the supplies, could not be persuaded to turn back and rejoin

their former comrades ; this handful of men, however, seeing

themselves once more provided with ammunition, resolved to

maintain their ground, and continue the war, notwithstanding the

important post of Fort. Calvary was now again occupied by the May 2s.

enemy. Shortly afterwards a ' Dutch squadron appeared off the 7a puck

coast, and the commander, hoping that Teixeira might as easily """

be duped by ‘his cupidity or cowardice as Bento Maciel had

been, proposed to him in Nassau’s name, that he should take

up his residence in 8. Luiz as Governor of the Portugueze,
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C }I{*IIJ;(P. holding an authority independant of the Dutch Commandant.
v~ Teixeira returned a written answer, saying, that he meant in-
1643. deed ere long to take up his quarters in S. Luiz, but intended
first to turn the Dutchmen out. When this reply was commu-

nicated to Jan Cornelis, the Dutch Governor, it exasperated

him so, that he issued orders to give no quarter to the Portu-

gueze. Cruelty of this kind can only be stopt by retaliating
Justice ; Teixeira therefore proclaimed in like manner a war of
extermination against the Dutch; but he politicly exempted

zerredo.  the French who were in their service, ior he hoped by this

st9_s: means to render them suspected, and perhaps to win them

Ericeyras i .

».445.  over, especially as they were Catholics.

7he Porw- 'Lhe reinforcement which the enemy had just received, made
guese hear.a. - . . .

Jring, ma - them superior in numbers, to any foree which could be brought

or the sake 3 5
ik against them in the field; but they knew that the whole coun-

EE‘E.::.?:‘ try was hostile, and were too much disheartened by that know-
ledge, to pursue offensive operations, either with spirit or effect.
Teixeira, well informed of their inactivity by his numerous spies,
threw small parties of his best men into the island, and ap-
proaching nearer to it, took up a position -on the side of the
channel which insulates it. Soon after he had removed to this
post, a loud firing was heard from the bar of 8. Luiz, and he
sent  two canoes with eight. soldiers and fifty Indians, under

June 13. Joam da Paz, to ascertain the cause. They fellin on the way

with a Dutch launch carrying seven and twenty men and two

pieces of cannon.  So tempting a prize seduced them to neglect
the object on which they had been sent ; they boarded and took
the launch, and returned trinmphant with their booty. Teixeira
reproved their commander for disobeying his orders, but in par-
taking the joy for this new success, he partook also of the neg-
ligence which he censured, and made no farther attempt to learn
$81-3. the cause of the firing which had been heard : and finding the



HISTORY OF BRAZIL.

Dutch were so fearful of his ambuscades that they seldom ven-
tured beyond the city, he entrusted Manoel de Carvalho with
forty Portugueze and one hundred Indians, to take up his quarters
in the island, and act as circumstances might induce him.
Carvalho having ravaged the country, found himself so com-
pleatly master of it, that he sate down to raise and prepare
mandioc in the plantations which the Portugueze had aban-
doned a few months back. 'This was a work of some time,
as well as of many processes, and his people became so ac-
customed to security, that they carried it on as if they were in a
land of peace. At length the watch which they kept became
little more than nominal; of this the Dutch obtained intelli-
gence, and also that Carvalho had divided his little force
for the sake of gathering in the harvest more speedily; upon
this they sent out threescore Furopean soldiers and an hundred
Indians, to surprize the Portugueze. Two Indian centinels hear-
ing the sound of their approach at a considerable distance,
advanced to discover the cause. Coming near a rivulet they
saw the Dutch, who were weary with their march, lying down
to drink and refresh themselves; and they drew near with
so little caution, that the enemy judging them by their con-
fidence to be part of some considerable advanced force, be-
trayed a confusion which might have given them ample time
to secure themselves and convey the alarm. In some strange
humour of bravery, they thought proper to let fly their arrows
at the Dutch, who then pereeiving that these men were unsup-

ported, rushed upon them, cut one to pieces, and secured the

other. The prisoner gave all the information that could be

wished ; they hastened their march, and having come upon the

Portugueze, set up the warwhoop in concert with their savage

allies. The Portugueze being dispersed at various employ-

ments, and totally unprepared, lost all presence of mind and
YOL. II. G
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CHAPp. took to flight, some leaving théir arms upon the ground, others
XIX. taking them up, rather that they might not lose them than
'1643. with any intention of applying them to immediate use. Twelve
T ihen, however, who ‘were so near the enemy that they could not
fly, were made resolute by the wvery extremity of their danger.

They ‘fought in a body supporting each other, and yielding the
ground only ‘step by step to superior numbers, till they came to

a'turn in the pathway, where taking advantage of'the trees, they

stood firm, and defied all the efforts of the enemy. The Duteh
attempted to attack them on both sides; they exposed them-

selves by this manceuvre, and were charged so vigorously when

thus divided, that they were broken and routed, the other Por-
tugueze and Indians who had borne no partin the battle, re-
turning ‘to’ comnpleat the victory. The patriots thus unexpect-

edly victorious, sate down on the ground, and were dividing the

spoil, when they perceived another-body of armed men approach-

ing among the trees, and made ready for a second aetion. It
proved to be ‘Carvalho ‘coming to their assistance from a similar
victory ‘of his own ; 'he had received six wounds, but they were
neither ‘sufficient to disable him from fight, nor from following

up the pursuit to the very gates of S. Luiz. Only ten French-

men of all who sallied out, effected their escape into the town,

and the Dutch Governor ordered them to be hanged, as traitors

who would not fight against the Portugueze, a charge which

upon all occasions he made against his mercenaries. 'Carvalho

now having gathered in ‘the harvest, returned to head quarters ;

and 'Teixeira continuing a system of warfare ‘which was so well
adapted to give confidence to his own men, and to dishearten

the enemy, ‘sent other detachments into the island to prevent

the Dutch from enjoying'the resources with 'which he had now

e amply provided himself. A redoubt which had been erected

e between ‘the city and the river, 'to impede ‘their movements,
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was scaled by them during the night. Elated with this success, CHAP,
they attacked one of the sugar-works which had been reoccupied \}_‘,f,i
by the Dutch, and burnt it to the ground. Fort Calvary they |643
found abandoned to their hands; Teixeira garrisoned it, and

then once more crossed over to carry on the war in Maranham.

This brave commander had been left almost wholly to his pearo e
own resources; the troops from Para had deserted him, led e i
away by their infamous Captains, and their desertion had drawn =i
off from him some even ef his own people. One supply of
stores from Bahia was all that he had received ; it was indeed
all that Antonio Telles da Silva, the Governor of Brazil, could
send him ; and from Portugal, whither he had sent information
of his proceedings, little was to be hoped, engrossed as the King
was, by the cares and dangers of defendiag his newly-recovered
throne. Some effort however had been made. Pedro de Albu- 7. 1.
querque, who had so heroically distinguished himself in the ™ ™"
defence of Rio Fermoso, was appointed Governor General of
Maranham, and sent out with something more than one hundred
men, and abundant,stores. After a six weeks prosperous.
voyage, he came within sight of the island, but having no pilot
on board who knew the harbour, and not chusing to enter the
Bay of S. Luiz, till he obtained some information respecting
the state of affairs, he fired his guns off the bar. This was the June 13.
firing which Teixeira had heard, and the cause of which Joam
da Paz, disobeying his orders, had neglected to ascertain. The
consequences of that disobedience were deeply calamitous. In-
stead of landing his men and stores immediately, as he would
have done had he known Teixeira’s situation, Albuquerque went
on for Para. The navigation of the bar of Belem was not well Hisship-
understood, -and, the ship struck upon a sandbank. The sea
was running high, and the destruction of all on board was ex-

pected, when Pedro da Costa Favella, wh_o chanced to be fishing
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CHAP near, with two small canoes, came to their assistance : the boats

XIX.

)

1643.
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and death,

were hoisted out according to his directions, and in them and in

the canoes, three and thirty persons were conveyed to land.
- But the tide was now flowing, which increased the violence

ofthe sea. One of the canoes, in spite of all efforts to regain
the ship, was driven back to shore, the other was staved against
the ship-side. The boats however came safely alongside, and
took in a second load, including the Governor and his family.
The pilot assured those who were left, that the vessel would not
break up in less than four and twenty hours, during which
interval there would be sufficient time to save them all. Albu-
querque had scarcely reached the nearest shore, when he saw
her go to pieces, and concluding that all must immediately
have perished, inexcusably he made no effort to see if any had
escaped. They who were upon the wreck, perceiving that the
ship could not possibly hold together, formed a sort of raft
with their water-casks, upon which seventy persons embarked ;
the raft was hastily made and ill-fastened, so that all were
lost. Luiz Figueira, the Jesuit, who was returning to Maran-
ham with fourteen of his spiritual brethren, perished at this
time. He endeavoured to swim, with a child of four years old
upon his back, and the effort was beyond his strength. Eight
of the Jesuits were lost with him. Eleven persons still remained
upon the wreck ; they made another and better float, and com-
mitted themselves to the mercy of the sea, which tost them
whither it would. Two of this wretched party, both Jesuits,
were washed off on the second day. On the third morning, the
others landed upon the Ilha dos Joanes, where the Aruans, a
tribe of its savage inhabitants, put six to death: a colonist who
happened to be engaged in salting fish near the spot, came in
time to save the remaining three.

Pedro de Albuquerque, and those who had escaped with him,
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made for the Ilha do Sol, where Pedro Maciel and his brother
Velho had resumed their former station, and their former pro-
jects. He remained there till his people had recovered from
the exhaustion produced by their late sufferings, then he pro-
ceded fo Belem, and there assumed the government. The
Chamber willingly resigned their authority; but so little did
Pedro Maciel profit by this change, that the Governor, in
consequence of his conduct, and the complaints of the whole
Captaincy, refused to admit him as Capitam Mor of Para,
though the office had now been conferred upon him by royal
patent. It was now seen in what merited abhorrence these
brethren were held ; and the Procurador was charged to request
of the Governor, in the name of the whole people, that they
should be declared incapable of ever holding any office in the
Captaincy, and that the King should be intreated to confirm
this sentence, and extend it to the whole race of the Maciels.
Pedro de Albuquerque bad no time to take any measures for
assisting 'Teixeira in the recovery of Maranham ; he was in de-
clining health when he arrived at Belem, and died early in the
ensuing year, leaving his kinsman Feliciano Correa, joint Go-
vernor with the Sargento Mor of the State, Francisco Coelho de
Carvalho.

- Teixeira, however, was so far advanced in his undertaking,
that the disappointment occasioned first by the loss of his ex-
pected succours from Portugal, and afterwards by the Gover-
nor’s death, seems little to have impeded his progress. He was
now undisputed master of the country, and the Dutch dared
not venture beyond the town. Fortunately for them, a ship
from the Isle of Fayal, laden with wines for Bahia, was
driven by stress of weather into the Bay of Aracagy, near S.
Luiz. This vessel they boarded and captured ; they had three
other ships in the harbour, but all so ill provided, that they
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CHAP. dared not put to sea in them without having some better vessel
e it company : this prize came seasonably to their- relief, and
1644. accordingly they embarked and evacuated Maranham, being
still nearly five hundred in number, besides fourscore Indians.

It was in vain to attempt to reach Recife, they therefore made

for the Island of St. Christophers. The town was almost re-
duced to ruins when they abandoned it. Teixeira had soon to
communicate the news of ' farther re-conquests to his court.

When the Dutch first invaded Maranham they brought with

them a large body of Tapuyas from Seara. The greater num-

ber of these had perished, and the only reward which the eighty
survivors received for their services, was now to be turned adrift

in their own provinee, upon the desart banks of the Camocy.

i e o Indignant at this treatment, they inflamed the discontent of
by he L their countrymen, who were groaning under the intolerable® yoke
of their new allies, and falling ‘upon a redoubt which the Duteh

had established upon that river, they surprized it, and put the

whole garrison to death. They then proceeded ten leagues far-

ther, to a second redoubt, and carmied it with the like success.

This second victory encouraged them to attempt the Fort of Seara

itself, which was a handred leagues distant ; they marched with

the indefatigable ardour of savages when bent upon revenge,
approached it during the night, and laid in ambush. At morn-

* ing the soldiers went out as usual to their respective pursuits,
inapprehensive of danger. The Tapuyas let them pass; then
starting from their concealment, rushed in at the gate, and put

all whom they found within the fort to death ; those who were

* Barleus himself admits this : « Nec tamen hujus nefurie seditionis autores
habebantur Maranhaoenses, licet proximi et contermini, verum culpa nostrativm in
subditos férocie el duriori tmperio imputabatur. P, 290, -
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without ‘the walls they afterwards hunted down atileisure:’ A
party employed at. the salt licks upon the river Upanemma
shared the same fate, and a detachment which came with a
Dutch officer to inspect the state of the garrison, being ignorant
of its fate, was circumvented and. cut off. The Tapuyas imme-
diately advised Teixeira of their conquest, and helost no time
inssecuring possession of the recovered fortress.

Il tidings crowded upon Nassau, the consequences of that
dishonourable poliey' in which he had been engaged. Maran-
‘ham and 'Seara were lost to the Company, and the people of'S.
Thomas were in arms ; they had made themselves masters of
the country, and the Dutch were confined to the citadel. In
~this state of things he ‘began to fear insurrections every where,
and Inspectors were sent through the ceded provinces, to dis-
arm all suspected persons.  lle bad now solicited his recall, and
having obtained it, appointed Henrik Haus to the military com-
mand ; the civil governmenthe entrusted to the Great Council,
and left them his advice how to administer it. First, he warned
them that they should attend to the wants of the soldiers, and
never delay listening to their complaints, an error which would
be especially dangerous in Brazil, where desertion was so easy.
The pay of the officers he recommended them punctuallv to
discharge, for nothing, 'he said, broke the ties of allegiance, and
imposed upon men the necessity of doing wrong, so'soon as
poverty. With regard to the offences of ‘the troops, he ra-
ther advised severe than lenient measures’; they were living
in a barbarous land, where they continually saw the worst
examples : strong means therefore were needed to restrain ‘them
from evil. The leaders could not"be treated with too much
attention, provided the Great Council kept up the respect due
to its own authority ; they ought at all times to have access to
the Government, but the'Governors would ‘do well not to asso-

&y

CHAP.

XIX.

1644.

Berreda,
019--23,
Ericeyra,
p. 447.
Barleus,
200.

Nassau ob.
tains his
recall,

His last ad-
vice to the
Great Coune
cil.



48

CHAP.
XIX.
A

1644.

HISTORY OF BRAZIL

ciate too much with -them, lest familiarity should breed, con-
tempt. But above all things it behoved them to be careful that
the soldiers should not become burthensome to the colonists, an
il which was but too common in these provinces, where provi-

sions had always been scarce, and which made the people dis-

contented, and the soldiers insolent. In fact the agriculturalists
and the proprietors of the sugar-works dreaded peace for this
reason more than war. .

He advised then that they should by all fair means endeavour
to win over those Portugueze whom they supposed to be most
attached to their own country, and especially the priests ; if the
priests were purchased, the secrets of the people would be
always within their reach. Reports against them, he said,
were never tlightly o be believed ; for such reports usually hegan
among those, who having nothing to lose, were envious of the
rich and prosperous. Deserters too were always to be heard
with suspicion ; nor could he much commend the practice of
torture, which was as likely to extort falsehood as truth. Nas-
sau seemed to foresee the. perilous times which were at hand.
The forts, he said, ought to be frequently inspected, that they
might be always in a state of defence : and as there could be no
moats in a dry and sandy soil, it was particularly necessary to
see that the palisades were in perfect repair, lest, as time was
continually injuring such ramparts, a breach or a weak part
might invite the enemy. It was of great importance to preserve
Friburg and its woods, which in case of war would facilitate the
means of supplying Recife with water. The bridge at Boavista
should be strengthened with a redoubt for its defence ; both
bridges would be of essential utility if Recife should be besieged,
for before this communication across the rivers had been formed,
they might well remember how much they had suffered from
scarcity, even almost to the loss of the city. IHe advised them
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by -no means rashly to provoke the Governor of - Bahia. 'Their
provinces were exposed to his' vengeance, he could send in
troops to lay them waste, or with a word let the savages loose.
Neither could the Portugueze who were now under their domin-
ion endure to see him treated with disrespect: they were a docile
people when well treated, but stubborn whenever they felt them-
selves wronged ; and a sense of worthy pride affected them more
than the desire of riches. There were persons who insulted them
in the performance of their religious ceremonies, and such offend-
ers ought to be chastised, as men whose folly endangered the
commonweal. The Portugueze who might be clearly convicted
of treasonable practices were to be severely punished ; but the
most urgent sense of self-preservation required that they should
not be irritated by injuries and insults ; for if they were, . . the
very existence of the Dutch Government in Brazil was at stake.
Maranham and Seara had shown proofs of the instability of
dominion founded wholly upon force.

Nassau had granted licenses for carrying arms not only to
Dutch, French, and English settlers, who had debts to collect
in the country, but also to those Portugueze who lived in scat-
tered habitations, where they had to defend themselves against
wild beasts as well as robbers: he warned the Council not to
grant such licenses indiscriminately. And he advised them
rigorously to punish murder and duelling; and strictly to en-
force payment of the debts due to the Company, which the
traders were always unwilling to pay as long as they could avoid
it. Having thus given his last advice to the new government,
Count Mauritz of Nassau sailed for Europe, after a residence
of eight years in Brazil. He took with him some savages of
different tribes: and five Portugueze-Brazilians were deputed
to accompany him, that they might see the Dutch in their own
land, and convince their countrymen by their testimony that

VOL. II. H
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CHAP. they were not a mere race of pirates and fishermen, as the great
XIX.  hody of the people believed. Not less than fourteen hundred
1644. persons of all ranks and professions, civil, military, and eccle-

siastical, departed in the same fleet ;... with so blind a confi-
o dence did the United Provinces rely upon the truce, though

r.292.  they had set so glaring an example of treating it with contempt.



CHAPTER XX.

Embarrassment of the Company. State of Pernambuco. Oppression of the Dutch.
Joam Fernandes Vieira plans the deliverance of his country. He communicates
with the Governor General, is suspected, absconds, and appears in arms. Battle

" of Monte das Tabocas.

A union was projected at this time in Holland between the cH AP,
Fast and West India Companies. Nassau favoured the scheme; ,:}f_,
if it were accomplished, he said, the Philippines, Peru, Potosi, 1644.
and the Plata would fall into their hands; and the Spaniards ==
would be unable to defend even the Havannah, Cartagena, and e

tween the

Mexico against them. The project failed, fortunately for the Batana

Hest India

Portugueze and for Brazil, which, had it taken effect, would S
have been made the theatre of a longer and more wasting war, 3%
even if its former and worthier possessors could ultimately have
succeeded in recovering it. It was indeed hardly to be ex-
pected that two Companies should unite whose circumstances

were so widely different. - In the East every thing was pros-
perous, there seemed no limits to the career of conquest which

had been begun, and the profits resulting from conquest in that
quarter were calculable and. certain. But in Brazil, however g, 4,

splendid had been their success, the books of the Company, by FmZm®
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CHAP. which the advantages of ‘that success were to be summed up,
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presented a dismal account. They had never been so com-
pletely masters of Pernambuco as to be able to supply Recife
with provisions from the country; and when the truce might
have enabled them securely to establish their dominion there
in peace, they ruined themselves by the nefarious policy which
led them to take advantage of the weakness of their new ally-
Holland, while acting this dishonourable part, seems never to
have considered the possibility of retaliation, but to have sup-
posed that any insult and any injury might safely be inflicted
upon suffering Portugal.

This policy brought upon them its proper punishment. The
expeditions to Seregipe, Maranham, Angola, and Chili, ex-
hausted both the treasures and the magazines at Recife ; and
the Company, ever calculatin how to save immediate expence,

ceased to send out supplies, in the belief that they had no

longer an enemy to fear. The Council in whom the adminis-
tration was vested after Nassau’s departure, finding themselves
thus distressed, were obliged to call upon their debtors: for
prompt payment, that they themselves might be enabled to
pay the civil and military establishments. At the same time
the merchants in Holland called upon their agents and corres-
pondents for remittances. Hitherto every thing had been car-
ried on upon a system of credit: the payments which were now
required occasioned an immediate scarcity of money ; none was
to be borrowed upon lower terms than a monthly interest of three
or four per cent., and of course they who resorted to such
means of relief were soon utterly undone. The Government
was not less embarrassed than the subject. They had sold the
confiscated estates upon credit, and in like manner had dis-
posed of a great number of negroes, (whom they had imported
since the conquest of Angola,) at the price of three hundred
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patacas® per head. The small pox swept off a large proportion CHAP.

of these poor wretches, and this loss, added to the mischief done \,,)Si_,

by the floods, and the subsequent ravages of the worm, ruined 1044.

many of the planters. The Council of Nineteen, in whom the

management of the Company’s affairs was vested at home, were

ignorant of the true state of the conquered provinces, and sent

out peremptory orders that their negroes should be sold only

for ready money, or for sugar, which was considered as equiva-

lent. But it was impossible suddenly to alter the system of

trade ; no person at this time could purchase upon these terms ;

and though the price at which slaves were offered was repeat-

edly lowered, still they remained upon the Company’s hands,

who had to support the expence of feeding them, and the loss

sustained by frequent deaths, till the Home Council revoked

instructions which were found to be equally absurd and ruinous. e
The case was sufficiently hopeless, when the Company, in General

despair of remedying an evil, were thus compelled to yield to Pemanbu-

it. But the pressure for money was now so universally felt, i

that the consequences. became seriously alarming to the State.

Where the same person was indebted to the Government, and

to private creditors, disputes arose who should have the pre-

ference in payment; and men, to obtain their just demands,

scrupled not at employing means which were manifestly unjust.

In this spirit one creditor endeavoured to be beforehand with

another, by tempting the debtor to make over his property, on

consideration of a considerable abatement; others, pursuing

t The translation of Nieuhoff says three hundred pieces of eight, which is
impossible. Unfortunately | have no means of correcting this passage by the
original. Fr. Manoel Calado gives me the right denomination, . . but the pataca.
may either be worth seven hundred and fifty reis, or three hundred and twenty.
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measures strictly legal, but not less to be reprobated, threw
helpless debtors without mercy into prison. Government itself
was compelled to act rigorously. Unable to procure payment
by milder ways, it called upon its debtors at the sugar-harvest,
and began to seize the produce ; upon which all the vexations,
evils and miseries of legal process followed. The members of
the Council went sometimes in person into the country to super-
intend these executions ; they thought that to show themselves
thus earnest in looking after the Company’s interest, would pro-
duce a good effect upon the public ; but the consequence was far
otherwise. 'The merchants, factors, and other creditors of the
planters, complained that Government, by seizing the sugar
in the works, deprived them of their fair demands. Their dis-
content became loud and menacing, and they sent home com-
plaints and accusations against the Council ; while to secure
themselves as far as possible, they pursued a like system of
rigour, and began to seize negroes, oxen, coppers, and the whole
stock of the farmers. The same plan was pursued by the
money-lenders. Some of the farmers, enraged at reflecting
upon the usurious interest upon which they had borrowed mo-
ney, for the sake of putting off the evil day, became desperate
when that day could be procrastinated no longer, and defended
their property by force; so that things seemed tending to a
general insurrection. = Even where no resistance was made, the
creditors were hardly less embarrassed ;- for when the lands were
put up to sale in execution, they were obliged to become the
purchasers themselves; and then, unless they knew how to
manage them, and could reside upon the spot (which for the
merchants and factors was impossible,) the acquisition was a
dead weight upon their hands.

In this state of general insolvency, it was proposed that the
Company should contract with the owners of the sugar-works,
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receiving the whole products for a certain number of years, and CHAP.

satisfying those who had demands upon the estate; a thing the
less difficult, because these creditors were on their parts debtors
to the Government. The Home-Council approved the plan;
it was found so beneficial, that contracts to the amount of more
than two millions of gilders were entered into accordingly, and
the same system was adopted by the merchants. This remedy,
however, reached only to part of the evil. The trade of these
provinces had long been liable to such perilous contingencies,
that men engaged in it rather as gamblers than as merchants.
Many of the Dutch, and other foreigners, were adventurers of
desperate fortunes, alike devoid of patriotism and of honesty.
The Portugueze also who continued in Pernambuco were very
generally in distressed circumstances. The war had been the
first cause of this, their estates having been repeatedly laid
waste. 'The distress which had been thus occasioned, and the
hatred which they bore to their new masters, as the causes
of that distress, as oppressors, and above all, as heretics, had
produced an effect not less injurious to their own moral prin-
ciples than to the interests of the Dutch. For relying upon the
efforts of Spain in their behalf, and fully expecting that the

XX.
~V NS

1644.

great armament under the Conde da Torre, which had been so 7t 7.p.

lamentably misconducted, would effect their deliverance, they
systematically bought up sugar-works, estates, negroes, and
goods of every kind, upon credit. The Company committed a
grievous political error in selling the confiscated lands promis-
cuously to all purchasers, instead of inviting over colonists, as
Nassau so often and so urgently recommended. "They sold
them also at such rates, that the wiser part of their own coun-
trymen could not purchase; while the Portugueze took them
at any price, having neither the means nor the intention of
payment. The expedition on which their hopes were founded,

5104
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CHAP. failed ; the day of payment came ;.. to borrow was their only
\_},.i;}(_, resource; .. a compound interest of four per cent. per month soon
1644. doubled and trebled the debt; new shifts were then resorted to,
and every artifice of chicanery was employed, for the purpose
of gaining time, till the reconquest should rid them of their
creditors. When, in spite of every delay which legal trickery
could interpose, the day of reckoning came, some had interest
enough to obtain a protection from the Government, and thus
defied their creditors ; others absconded, which in such a coun-
try was not difficult. Some, whose profligacy was of a baser
stamp, went contentedly to prison, speculating upon the un-
willingness of a Dutch creditor long to endure the cost of keep-
ing them there ; and in fact these costs were so heavy, that the
neiens. creditor himself often solicited the release of his prisoner, glad

. 819, ype -
K-.-nahof:. to make any composition rather than aggravate his first loss by
p. 30—4. " i

po 131, a continual accumulation of expence.
mie poe- - Many of the Portugueze in Pernambuco being thus circum-
guese vexe

e stanced, they had a base motive for exciting insurrection, added
conquerors. to those natural and proper feelings, by perverting which they
excused and justified to themselves the fraudulent system upon
which they proceeded. They had also grievous cause of com-
plaint in the insolence of the conquerors, the hardness and
brutality of their manners, and their almost unbridled licentious-
ness. One instance will show to what vexations and dangers
they were subject. An edict was passed which invited all
slaves, by a promise of liberty for their reward, to give informa-
tion if their masters had concealed arms. Every slave who
might have rightful cause for hating his master, had now an easy
and tempting means of taking vengeance, and upon such tes-
timony some Portugueze were tortured, and others put to death ;
while others only escaped the same fate by the loss of all which

they possessed. Nothing was more common than for the slave to
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threaten his owner with an information. Some Dutchmen
founded upon this state of things a nefarious practice; they
tampered with the slaves to bring accusations, and hid weapons,
which were to be found and produced in evidence. A faithful
negro at length revealed to some good master that such a snare
had been laid for him, and the master went to Fray Manoel do
- Salvador for assistance, trembling, as the Friar says, like a green
twig in the wind. The Friar was in great favour with Nassau,
and thus it happened that two of these villains were taken in
their own toils ; for upon the slave’s testimony the arms were
found where they had hidden them, their guilt was proved, they
were put to the torture till they confessed it, and were then
deservedly punished with death.

That Holland was at this time a happier country than Portu-
gal cannot be doubted ; the people were more industrious and
more enlightened ; they lived under a free government and a
tolerant religicn, and enjoyed the regular administration of good
laws. But it rarely happens that any nation can extend its
own advantages to it’s foreign conquests. Nassau could trans-
plant forest and fruit trees in their full size and bearing ; but
not the beneficial institutions of his own country: for these
things have their root in the history and habits and feelings of
those with whom they have grown up, and to whose growth
they have fitted themselves. 1f the Dutch had projected the
conquest of Brazil, for the purpose of bettering the condition of
the inhabitants, and framed the administration of the conquered
provinces to that end, the end even then could not have been
attained ; the language, the religion, the manners, the national
character, and the national pride of the Portugueze, presented
so many obstacles, strong in themselves, and in their union
superable. But the conquest had been a mere commercial
speculation ; the profit of the Company was the one object to
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be kept in view, ... the pole-star of their whole policy. They
had made the Pernambucans their subjects ; but they consider-
ed them as foreigners and rivals in trade : lest, therefore, they
should compete with the Company in the Furopean market,
heavy imposts were laid upon the exportation of their produce,
and every kind of vexatious impediment interposed, so that
they were compelled to sell upon the spot, and at such prices -
as the conquerors condescended to give. So far did this spirit
of monopoly extend, that they were not permitted to slaughter
beasts for sale, nor even for home consumption ; they were com-
pelled to sell the animal to the Dutch butchers, and purchase
the meat at a price fixed by the Council.

Even had there been a better spirit in the Government, the
conduct of its officers would have defeated it. It is but too
well known in more humane ages; and among a more humane
people, what shocking mstances of rapacity, cruelty, and op-
pression occur in the management of distant colonies, and espe-
cially of conquests. Men require, as individuals, for their own
moral government, a constant sense of the presence of all-seeing
and retributive justice; as members of a community they equally
require a constant sense of the existence of law, the supreme
and permanent standard by which their actions must be tried.
But it is rarely that either Law or Religion accompany an
army ; the forms of both are suspended, and the influence does
not long survive. The conquerors established two Courts of
Justice at Recife; in the lower one there were eight annual
judges, four Dutch and four Portugueze, and the inferior offi-
cers were in like manner equally chosen from the two nations ;
but in the higher, which was the court of appeal, there were
five Dutch judges to four Portugueze, and all the other officers
were Dutch. The Portugueze complained, that the apparent
fairness of appointing judges equally from both nations, in the
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lower court, was a mere deception ; for the Portugueze lived in
the country, and never all assembled ; whereas the Dutch, as
they resided upon the spot, were always present, and decided
every thing at their pleasure: and if an appeal were made to
the Political Council, the Dutch judges scarcely deigned to
notice the Portugueze members of the board, but conferred in
their own language, and confirmed whatever their countrymen
had decreed. The Portugueze members indeed were treated
with such marked indignity that they seldom appeared in the
Court, and all causes were decided by ecorruption and favour.
They complained also that the written parts of legal processes
were required to be in Dutch, a regulation which, however
politic it might be in its remote consequences, occasioned much
immediate inconvenience, and was the more galling, because it
was at once a badge of subjection and a hieavy impost.

The Government wanted flour for their troops at St. Jorge
da Mina, Angola, and S. Thomas; they fixed a maximum in
Pernambuco, and bought it up. A scarcity of course followed ;
and they then issued an order that every inhabitant should
plant a certain quantity of mandioc at the two regular seasons,
September and January, in proportion to the number of his
slaves. The Pernambucans remonstrated that this was not
their system ; all lands were not fit for mandioc ; there were
some farmers who cultivated nothing else, and they supplied
the sugar-planters and the owners of the sugar-works, who had
enough to do with their own concerns. 'These representations
were in vain, and they were to obey the edict, or abide such
penalties as the Inspectors should appoint. They were also
required to keep the ways about their houses and estates in
good order, that the Inspectors might not be impeded by the
state of the roads ; and every housekeeper was ordered to have
a half-bushel measure in good condition. 'There was no appeal
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from the Inspectors, and consequently they practised the most
insolent exactions. The cheapest method was to present at
first a handsome peace-offering, otherwise pretexts were never
wanting for some arbitrary mulct. Men were fined for planting
more ground with mandioc than the law had specified : others,
who lived by daily labour, and neither bought nor sold flour,
but received it in exchange for their work, were mude to pay
enormous penalties for ‘not being provided with a measure.
FEven under Nassau these exactions were carried on ; for it was
not possible that he could see every thing with his own eyes,
and there were persons enough interested in the continuance of
such abuses to prevent complaints from reaching him, or to im-
pede the redress which he directed.

While Nassau was Governor, he endeavoured by all means in
his power to repress the excesses of the Dutch, and conciliate the
conquered people. So truly indeed did the Portugueze regard
him as their protector, that Fray Manoel calls him their St. Anto-
nio. They respected also his high birth, his personal qualities, and
his princely magnificence, forming so strong a contrast to that
mean money-getting spirit which in their opinion characterized
the nation he represented. However much they might hate the
house of Orange for its successful stand in support of rebellion
and heresy, its acknowledged nobility was not without consider-
able influence ; and when a prince of that house surrendered his
authority to Bullestraet and Vander Burgh, and the other mem-
bers of the Couneil, these men were as much the object of their
secret contempt as of their hatred. Their very names seemed
to the Portugueze to betray the basenessof their origin ; and the
same exactions which under Nassau were felt as the effects of
a conqueror’s rapacity, were more odious under these men,

‘because now considered as preceeding from the avarice of a set

of traders. The conduct of the new Governors was not likely
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to overcome such prejudices. They possessed not that personal
authority among the soldiers, by which, as much as by his
power, Mauritz had kept them in awe; and they had neither
his generosity nor his talents..

One of their first measures was to send deputies to Bahia, un-
der the plea of complimenting Antonio Telles on his arrival : they
were to represent to him, that many Portugueze who had sub-
mitted to the Dutch Government, and contracted large debts-in
the conquered provinces, fled into Bahia to elude payment,..a
practice which he was entreated to check, either by throwing
such fugitives into prison, or giving information to the Great
Council, which might enable the creditors to take measures for
recovering their property. They were also to request, that
instead of receiving Dutch deserters, .and shipping them for
Portugal, he would in future apprehend and send them back to
Recife. These were the ostensible purposes of the embassy :
its real object was to learn the force of the Portugueze in Bahia
and the southern Captaincies, what ships they expected from
Portugal, the state of the ir slave-trade, and of their intercourse
with Buenos Ayres, and especially to discover who were the
persons at St. Salvador by whom the Pernambucans.were en-
couraged in their disposition to revolt; for that such a diposi-
tion existed and received encouragement was well believed.
The Deputies obtained little satisfaction in their public business.
The Governor frankly told them it was not in his power to
comply with what they required ; he promised, however, that
he would communicate to the Dutch Government the names
of such fugitives as might take shelter in Bahia, and he replied
to their professions of peace and friendship with protestations
equally flattering and equally insincere. The agents were more
successful in their private enquiries, except upon that topic
which was the most important. They ascertained that the
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CHAP. number of troops in St. Salvador and the circumjacent forts was
&L about 2500 ; that about 150 more were quartered in the Cap-
1645. taincies of the Ilheos, Porto Seguro, and Espirito Santo; and
that the two companies of Indians and Negroes, amounting to
about 150 each, under Camaram and Henrique Diaz, were
divided in the northern garrisons along the Dutch frontier, for
they were a set of desperadoes, whom it was not prudent to
station near the capital. The naval force was nothing ; there
were only a few small vessels, altogether unfit for war. A new
system had been adopted of sending out ships of war from Por-
tugal to collect all the Brazilian merchantmen at Bahia, and con-
voy them home; and the Brazilians had been ordered, instead
of employing caravels and light vessels in future, to build stout
ships, capable of better defence against an enemy.: Hence the
Deputies argued, that the loss of time in waiting for convoy,
and the other additional expences, would increase the price of

. Portugueze imports into Europe so much that Holland would
easily undersell them. The negro slave-trade they thought
could not be considerable, because they never heard it men-
tioned ; but Bahia could be in no want of negroes, since the
price of a good one was about three hundred gilders. There
was no intercourse with Buenos Ajyres, for though the Portu-
gueze of Bahia would willingly have continued it after the Re-
volution, they who went there had been treated as enemies, and
the communication was thus broken off. It was the general
opinion that this would be the ruin of Buenos Ayres, for the
prosperity of that city depended upon its trade with Brazil ;
and it was not likely that the silver of Peru would now be
shipped at a port from whence it must be expesed to the risk

of passing along an enemy’s coast. They could learn nothing
concerning any correspondence with the disaffected Portugueze

in the Company’s dominions, but one cireumstance had been
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discovered at the very time of their departure, which might well CHAP,
make them jealous of the Governor’s designs.  When they were jjf_,

entering the bay they had observed two armed vessels sailing 1645.

out, which it was said were bound for Portugal ; they could not
learn for what port, and this, joined to some other suspicious
appearances, made them surmise that they were destined for
some other service : at length secret inforimation was obtained,
that these ships were bound, not for Portugal, but for Angola,
with reinforcements for the people of Massangano, who had sent
to solicit aid against the negroes; the troops, it was added,
were instructed to reach that place secretly, and not to commit
hostilities against the Dutch : but just when the Deputies were
returning, they discovered, that immediately upon their arrival
all the Dutchmen and Germans in St. Salvader had been car-
ried on board Portugueze vessels, and confined there, to prevent
them from holding any communication with their agents.

It is not unlikely that the Council might have obtained better mussraes
mtelligence if they had been faithfully served; but they were e
betrayed by one of the Deputies. This man, whose name was e
Dirk 2 van Hoogstraten, and who was commander of the fort at
Nazareth, offered his services to the Governor. He was a Ca-
tholic, he said, and abhorred the heretics with whom necessity
had hitherto connected him ; but if the King of Portugal in-
tended to attempt the deliverance of Pernambuco, it was
equally in his power and in his inclination to facilitate the
success of the enterprize. Antonio Telles was too good a
statesman at once to credit professions which might so probably
be feigned, for the purpose of obtaining intelligence, when all

Nievhaffy p.
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* The Portugueze call him Theodozio Estrater: but Dirk is the Datch
abbreviation of Theodorick, and not, I believe, of Theodosius.
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other means had failed. He thanked Hoogstraten for his offers,
assured him that the King his master had no other wish at that
time than punctually to observe the truce, and continue on
friendly terms with the States; but added, that should any
circumstances occur to disturb this good understanding, he
would not fail to inform him of it, and avail himself of his ser-
vices.

The report of these Deputies tended only to make the Dutch
Government more suspicious of the Pernambucans. They had
always distrusted them, and this reasonable distrust led to mea=
sures of rigour which produced fresh discontent in the oppress-
ed, and more active hatred. It was known that they had sent
letters to Joam 1V, expressing their regret that they could not
exhibit their loyalty like the other provinces, and complaining
that no provision had been made in the truce for securing
to them freedom of religion. Even Nassau pronounced that
such an appeal for protection was worthy of punishment ; they
themselves thought it allowable to solicit the mediation of their
natural government for the removal of restrictions which affected
not merely their feelings, but the very principles of their religious
belief. All funds which had heretofore been appropriated to
religious purposes, the new Government declared should now
belong toitself, to be applied to the support of schools, churches,
and hospitals. ~ Priests were to be imprisoned if they entered
the conquered provinces without a safe conduct ; and they who
chose to reside there were required to take the oath of fidelity,
and not to receive ordination from the Bishop of Bahia. The
Portugueze were forbidden to acknowledge the authority of
any priest or prelate not resident among them, or to receive his
suffragan, or send money for his use. They were irritated also
by a measure of severity which had been fully provoked. A
little before the news of the Acclamation arrived, it was dis-
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covered that some of :the religioners who  were employed as CHAP
confessors by the: Dutchi Catholics; and by the, French in the
Dutch service, had refused to give these persons absolution
while serving inan/ unjust war against the Christians, as they
called the Portugueze, to distinguish them from the heretics of
the  Reformation! To tolerate this was: impossible. . In con-
sequence, the members of jevery monastic order were command-
ed within the space of a/month to quit the Dutch possessions
on the continent, and repair to the island of Itamaraca, that
they imight ‘be 'conveyed from: thence tothe Spanish main.
The needful measure! was: carried into effect with brutal cruelty,
as such deportations usually: have been. . The Dutch stript
them of their habits, and turned them ashore in their shirts and zateross
drawers; in such remate situations that most of them perished. <
‘Among the' Pernambucans who had submitted to the Dutch Rieor

& . ot Tett
was that:Joam Fernandes  Vieira, who, after ‘the loss of Olinda, nandes e

had distinguished himself so bravely in the defence of Fort St. A
Jorge. - He wasborn at:Funchal, in: the Island of Madeira, the g
son of a'good family, from whom he ran away when very young

to seek his/fortune in Brazil.  :On his arrival in Pernambuco he

was glad/'to be: taken into the service: ef a merchant, for no
otherwages ' than: his maintenance. ' ‘He ' became, however,
dshamed of" holding “this menial characterin a :city where he

was always lable to be:recognized by, some of his countrymen ;

and leaving Recife for ‘this reason, got-into. the employ of ano-

ther merchant, who first ' tried 'his abilities and principles, then
trusted him - confidentially’ in: business of the greatest import-
ance, and finally enabled him: to«trade for himself. = When the
Camp of Bom Jesus was taken he was made prisoner, and
was'‘one of the persons whom the conquerors, by an infamous

act of cruelty and injustice, compelled to pay a ransom for 1y,
their clives:  Feeling ‘afterwards that things were hopeless in =
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CHAP. these Captaincies, according to the manner in which the war
.}3,{;, was carried on, he yielded to the times, waiting for a happier
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season, and ready to take advantage of whatever fair occasions
might occur. In the course of ten years he became one of the
wealthiest men in the country; his riches were considered a
pledge for his fidelity ; and by the uniform wisdom of his con-
duct, the fairness of his dealings, his princely liberality, and his
winning manners, he obtained the confidence of the Dutch, and
the love and respect of the Portugueze. One of the members
of the Great Council, with whom he lived in intimacy, left him
for his sole agent when he returned to Holland, giving him a
deed at his departure, by which, as by a last will, he enjoined
his executors, in case of his demise, to receive the word of this
his agent as a sufficient voucher, and forbade them to institute
any legal proceedings against a man in whom he so entirely
confided.. Joam Fernandes bought the property himself; and
prospered so well in all his undertakings, that he had at one
time five sugar-engines of his own in full employ.  He married
Dona Maria Cesar, the young and beautiful daughter of Fran-
cisco Berenguer de Andrada, a native of Madeira, who traced
his descent from the Counts of Barcelona. During this career
of prosperous fortune he had made himself thoroughly informed
of the strength of theDutch, and of their weakness; his heart
was fixed upon the deliverance of Brazil from these heretics,
and neither domestic happiness nor worldly prosperity made
him lose sight of this great object. With many good qualities,
and many great ones, Joam Fernandes Vieira was blindly de-
voted to the Romish superstitions ; and his abhorrence of heresy,
and his dread of the progress which it might make among a
catholic pcople, strengthened the patriotic resolution which he
had formed. | Hoi

A characteristic anecdote of his politic liberality shows also
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in what manner desiguns of such magnitude affected his manners CHA P,

and disposition. = A Portugueze, whose ship had been taken at 253

Angola, was landed at Recife with scarcely clothes to cover him. 1645.

After soliciting in vain the charity of Gaspar Diaz Ferreira, the

richest Jew in the province, he went with his melancholy story

to Fray Manoel do Salvador, who advised him to apply to Joam

Fernandes. The applicant found him in the act of mounting

his horse, and received this answer: “I am putting foot in the

stirrup to return to my house, which is nearly two leagues off ;

and therefore, Sir, I have no leisure now to relieve you ; but if

you will take the trouble to follow me there, you shall find

support as long as my means hold out; if they fail, and there

should be nothing else to eat, I will cut off a leg, and we will

feed upon it together. If you cannot walk, I will send a horse

for you.” 'This was said so gravely, and with so severe a coun-

tenance, that the poor Portugueze, comparing the strangeness of

the speech with the hardness of his manner, complained to Fr.

Manoel of his ill-fortune in being again repulsed. The Friar

told him, that Joam Fernandes was rarely seen to have a cheerful

countenance, but that his goodness might be relied on ; and

accordingly in the course of the afternoon a mulatto arrived at Faleros

the Friar’s door, with a horse for the petitioner. DB, M
About sixteen months before Nassau left Brazil, Joam Fer- pecem-

nandes appeared voluntarily before the Governor and Great "¢ 1042

k A y He is accuss
Council, and said, he had been informed by certain Jews that e before

he and his father-in-law Berenguer were suspected in Holland oy
of having sent letters to the King of Portugal, tending to the
detriment of the State, by Antonio de Andrada, Berenguer’s son.
He admitted that a letter had been sent in the manner stated,
but declared that it only contained a recommendation of his
brother-in-law, with a view of procuring for him some advance-

ment in the Portugueze service ; and this he offered to prove by
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CHAP. producing a copy of the letter. The copy ‘was examined, and

XX.
o

substantiated' what he had said of its contents. Joam Fernan-

1645. des then, more to confirm the  Council in the good opinion

which ‘they entertained of his loyalty, advised them, as a mea-
sure necessary for the safety of the State, to disarm the Portu=
gueze and their dependents. * This ‘was ‘accorditigly done: 'the
suggestion removed all' suspicion from: him ; and the'measure
itself was no impediment to- his views, for fresh arnis could be
provided long ‘before" his'‘projects- would 'be mature. ©After six
months had elapsed,’ the ‘aceusation which he'had foreseen and
forestalled came over in'a dispatch from the Council of Nine-
teen. A Dutchman, formerly in 'the service of Joam Fernan-
des, who ‘had"accompanied” Francisco de Andrada'to Furope,
had testified, that there was 4 letter; signed by Joam Fernandes,
Berenguer, Bernardino | Carvalho, Joam' Bezerra, and Luiz Bras
Bezerra, wherein ' they assured the King “of ‘Portugal that they
were provided with men, mioney, and arms’ for recovering the
provinces' which had been wrested from 'Him ; ‘and which letter,
the Dutchman said, had been communicated “to him.in' confi-
dencé by Andrada, the bearer. ' The accusation’ seems to bear
with it strong marks'of falsehood : it would have been gross
imprudence to have trusted’ their agent with a paper, which; if

- intercepted, must condemn themselves, and, if safely transmitt-

ed, contained hothing ‘which that agent might not with equal
- authority have delivered by word of mouths and it'is absurd to

Nieuhoff,
Ps 35,

Begins to
prepare the

minds of his
countrymen,

suppose they should tell the King that ‘they 'were well supplied
with men'and’ arms, when' their difficulties arose from ‘the want
of both.: The Company'did not give much credit'to the charge ;
they only advised the Counmb ‘to keep a watchful eye over the
personsiaccusediii0o59 6 LomiLlos il JEIT BONsia9h Jis

- Joam Fernandes had taken’no ‘step’ which could endanger
himself before - Nassau ‘was! recalled = the weakness of the garris
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son, the imprudent seeurity of the Government, and the in-
creased vexations of his countrymen under a worse administra-
tion, then appeared to offer the opportunity for which he wait-
ed. Hitherto his designs had been confined to his own breast ;
the first communication was an aweful crisis; when that was
once made he would no longer be master of his own secret ; his
life and fortune would irrevocably be set upon the die, and both
be at the mercy of the truth or discretion of others. ' This dan-
ger he could not but distinctly perceive ; and one day when the
sense of the risk pressed upon him with more weight than usual,
he retired into his oratory, and poured out his heart'in prayer
to a ' Crucifix' which stood before a picture of the Trinity.
The earnestness with which “he  then ‘devoted himself to the
cause of 'his country and the catholic faith, while he implored
the protection of ‘the triune and incarnate Deity whose images
were there before him, produced the confidence for which he
prayed. - He left the oratory in a state of calm determination,
and began from' that ‘hour to 'sound the numerous guests:who
frequented his table. ~'The Portugueze had long complained to
each other of their intolerable oppressions, and Joam Fernandes
saw by the bitterness with which they resented their present
condition, that they would eagerly engage m any enterpnze for
the deliverance of their country. .

At this time Andre Vidal de Negreiros came to Remf‘e with
Fray Ignacio, a Benedictine. Vidal was one of the bravest,
wisest, and best of the Portugueze. He had been appointed to
the Captaincy of Maranham, and was come to visit his parents
in Paraiba, that he might either take them with him to his
Government, or receive before he went what might too probably
be their last blessing.  The Monk also had relations in Pernam-
buco, who served as the cause or pretext of his journey. To
these persons Joam Fernandes imparted "his designs. While
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CHAP. Vidal was at Recife, preparing to embark for his return, four

XX.
VS

1645.

Portugueze marauders, who had been apprehended near Porto
Calvo, were brought in; it was immediately said that they
would be put to death, upon which Vidal and Fr. Manoel do
Salvador went to the Council to intercede for them. 'These
men, they said, were deserters from Bahia, and the fittest mode
of proceeding would be to deliver them to Vidal, that he might
take them back to St. Salvador; where they would be punished
as their offences deserved, and in such manner as might remove
all suspicion that they or such as they had acted under the
Governor’s order or connivance. If the Council objected to
this, let them be sent prisoners to Holland ; either course would
gratify the Portugueze, a people easily conciliated by kindness,
but who were not to be governed by rigour. Moreover the
culprits had brethren and kinsmen in Pernambuco, who, if they
were executed, would endeavour to revenge their death. Vidal
added, “that if the Council would grant a safe conduct for the
purpoese, he would touch at Porto Calvo -on his return, offer a
pardon to the marauders in that part of the country for the
offences in consequence of which they had deserted, and take
them all off with him. The Dutch gladly accepted this propo-
sal, and granted passports for all such persons who should
accompany Vidal by sea, or if they were too late for this, return
with his Alferez by land : this latter officer was therefore imme-
diately dispatched to Porto Calvo to make the arrangement
known. Touching the prisoners, the Council only replied that
they would execute justice with mercy: but as soon as Vidal
and the Friar had left the Chamber, orders wore sent to hang
three of them, and cut off the hands of one before his execution :
the fourth escaped by bribing the Fiscal, through a Jew to
whom he was related. There can be little doubt that these
fellows deserved their fate, but the Council aggravated an ill.
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timed act of severity, by refusing to let them be accompanicd CHAP.

by a priest of their own faith. Fr. Manoel protested loudly ia

against this breach of the terms upon which the Portugueze 1045.

had submitted to the Dutch Government. It was the worst of

tyrannies, he said, to deprive them of the consolations of reli-

gion, and the benefits of confession ; the worst of cruelties thus

to kill the soul as well as the body. Upon this remonstrance

the Council suffered him to visit the prisoners, but not to attend

them to the place of execution, when the Dutch chose that a

Calvanistic preacher should make trial of his skill. This silly

act of bigotry wounded the Pernambucans in their tenderest feel-

ings.  Vidal also felt personally offended, and the offence was

heightened by a subsequent act of injustice, as well as cruelty.

The marauders accepted the invitation, and came to Porto

Calvo to embark there. One man was taken ill, and the Al-

ferez remained to travel with him by land, if he should recover.

But when the Council heard that Vidal had set sail, they seized

this poor wretch, in defiance of the officer’s reclamations, brought 7aeros

him to Recife, and there had him hanged and quartered. potes
Vidal was bitterly incensed, and vowed vengeance for this His repre-

perfidy. He was one of those men “jho are above all selfish t:?ew;ut’mw

considerations ; rank, honours, and emoluments were as nothing g

in his eyes when placed in competition with the service of his

country. Having seen the sufferings of the Pernambucans, and

the state of the forts, he thought no more of Maranham, but

entered into the prospect which Joam Fernandes had revealed

to him with all his heart, and devoted himself with all his soul

and all his strength to its accomplishment. Joam Fernandes

had through him addressed a memorial to the Governor of Brazil.

The enemy, he said, were off their guard, their fortifications

neglected, the palisades rotten, the garrisons weak ; the best

officers had departed with Nassau, and many of the soldiers had
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CHAP. since followed, as their terms expired, because the harvest of

XX,

~~v plunder was over. The greater part of the remaining Dutch

1645.

Nieuhoff,

were traders. of different descriptions, who had usurped the

sugar=works and farms of the Portugueze, and were living upon
them as much at their ease as if they ‘were in Holland. ' The
city was chiefly inhabited by Jews, most of whom were origi-
ginally fugitives from Portugal ; they had their open synagogues
there, to the scandal of Christianity ; for the honour of the faith,
therefore, the Portugueze ought to risk their lives and proper-
ties, . .. yea, they ought to think that both would be well lost
for the service of Christ their Redeemer, in putting down such
an abomination. He did not dissemble or extenuate the diffi-
culties of the attempt; but the die, he said, was cast, advice
would come too late, and what he asked for was assistance.
The Governor, to whom the preservation of the State was en-
trusted, could not want means wherewith to assist him : and he
protested before God, that if he were disappointed of assistance
in that quarter from whence he properly looked for it and ex-
pected it, he must apply to strangers, . .. for in fact sorie of the
Portugueze declared, that if their own natural Government
refused to help them, they would apply to Spain, or even give
themselves up to the Turks, rather than endure the intolerable
yoke of Holland. By the same channel Joam Fernandes wrote

~also to Camaram, who was then before Seregipe, requesting

from him and his native troops that cooperation which the Per-
nambucans had ever found him ready to bestow, and which
they had so much reason to expect from him, as one who was
born in that province, and had often shown himself thére to be
one of the bravest and faithfullest subjects.” ‘He wrote also to
Henrique Diaz, whose services had been rewarded with the title
of Governor of the Mina-Negroes. At the same time he sent a
memorial to be dispatched to Portugal, in ‘which e Jaid before
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the King a detail of the grievances and outrages which com-
pelled him and his compatriots to take arms for their own deli-
yerance, protesting that no law, truce, or treaty could deprive
them of their natural and indefeasible rights.

The course which Antonio Telles had to pursue when he
received this application from the Pernambucan patriots, ac-
companied by the encouraging intelligence which Vidal and his
companion had obtained concerning the Dutch force, and the
state of the fortresses, was sufficiently plain for one who under-
stood the disposition of the Portugueze court. Should the in-
surrection succeed, there was no fear of being disavowed ; his
business was carefully to foment it, but as carefully to withhold
any avowed assistance, and take care to commit no open breach
of the truce. As secretly therefore as possible, he sent sixty
chosen men, under Antonio Diaz Cardozo, to act in whatever
manner Joam Fernandes might direct; and mindful that he
had deprecated all useless advice, reminded him only, that it
behoved him to weigh well what he was attempting before he
began, and when it was too late to recede, then to go re-
solutely forward. The detachment consisted mostly of expe-
rienced officers ; they made their way singly or in small par-
ties, unseen or unsuspected, and without arms the better to
escape suspicion ; and when they got to the place appointed,
they were concealed by Joam Fernandes ; one faithful servant,
by name Miguel Fernandes, being the only person entrusted
with the secret. He had begun to make deposits of arms,
ammunition, provisions, and money upon his different estates;
and in the woods ; but it had not been possible to collect arms
enough, and four of these auxiliaries were sent back to Bahia
to solicit a supply. The letter which they carried was written
in such a manner that its enigmatical meaning would readily
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be understood by the person to whom it was addressed, but pass
undiscovered if it should fall into the hands of the enemy.
Camaram and Henrique Diaz received the invitation to take
arms like men who hated the Dutch, and moved in their native
element only when they were engaged in war. The former
thanked Joam Fernandes for inviting him to bear a part in the
glorious enterprize which he was preparing ; the latter said, he
rejoiced in this opportunity of making some return for the good
offices he had formerly received at his hands, and vowed that
he would never again wear the cross of the Order of Christ with
which he had been invested, till Pernambuco should be recover=
ed : both promised instantly to begin their march. The chances
of discovery were now so much increased, that Joam Fernandes,
in concert with Cardozo, determined upon opening his designs
to his friends and kinsmen : they were therefore all invited to
an entertainment, and at the conclusion of the feast he told
them for what purpose they had been there assembled. He
was resolved, he said, to effect the deliverance of Pernambuco,
or to perish in the attempt. During many years he had been
preparing for this great enterprize. The Governor of Bahia,
knowing and approving of his design had sent him sixty sol-
diers, most of whom were experienced officers, under a brave
and distinguished leader. Camaram and Henrique Diaz were
on the way to join him. There was the example of Maran-
ham to encourage...there were their own manifold wrongs
to sting them to the attempt; and what was there to deter
them? The fear of losing their property? alas! bitter expe-
rience had proved that there was no way of securing it, except
by their own right hands! Was it the love of their families?
better see them at once cut off while the purity of their faith
was yet inviolate, than living in a contagious society of heretics!
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Was it the fear of'death ? better to die in vindicating the liberty cuap.
of their country, than continue to exist in that country a con- XX
quered, oppressed, despised, and insulted people ! 1645.
This harangue produccd various effects upon the various e
hearers : they whose fortunes were desperate received it with m
joy, the young and enterprizing with generous ardour, the elder
patriots with calm and religious approbation : some there were
who listened with dissembled fear, and resolved to provide for
their own safety by giving immediate information to the Dutch
Government. All, however, requested that they might see Car-
dozo. A second meeting was appointed for the ensuing day, at
a stock farm belonging to Joam Fernandes; and there the
parties met, going singly, and taking different routes. Cardozo
confirmed to them what they had already heard of the appro-
bation and support of the Governor at Bahia, and the advance
of Camaram and Henrique Diaz with their troops. The whole
assembly then with one voice saluted Joam Fernandes as their
General and Governor during the insurrection. They who
wanted courage for such an undertaking were constrained to
yield for the moment, and join in the general expression: but
they took their measures so well, and diffused their own fears so
artfully, that before three days elapsed, the whole party came g, .4,
to Joam Fernandes, some with simulated, and more with real Lofueuee
concern, and told him that the Great Council was informed of "™
their meeting, and possessed a list of all their names. It was
impossible forhim to know who the informers were, but he knew
that they were present. Dissembling this, however, he affected
to treat their alarm as “groundless; whatever suspicions the
Council might entertain, he said, whether they only suspected
the design, or if it had been actually betrayed, he would under-

take to remove them. It was well known in what estimation
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he was held by the Dutch Government ; a lie® from him would
outweigh the truth from any other person. Joam Fernandes
said this with perfect calmness and intrepidity ; they who had
betrayed the conspiracy were sensible that it was no idle boast ;
they saw themselves in danger of being treated as impostors by
the Dutch, and as traitors by the Portugueze ; and as the means
of extricating themselves, they proposed to treat with the Coun-
cil in such a manner, that the Government should gladly grant
Cardozo and his men a safe conduct to return to Bahia. Fer-
nandes replied, that it was useless to propose a plan to which
Cardozo, as a soldier and a man of honour, could never con-
sent. Leaving them then, he hastened to Cardozo, to tell him
what had occurred, and who the persons were whom he suspected
of being the traitors, that he might be on his guard against them.

This warning was in good time. While Cardozo was brood-
ing over it in his lurking place, one of the traitors came to tell
him that the Dutch were informed of his arrival, and troops
would be sent from Recife, with orders not to desist from search-
ing the woods till they had found him. It was impossible, the
man said, that he could escape ; and therefore the best measure
both for his own safety and that of the confederated patriots
was, that a passport should be obtained for him, which would
at once deliver him from danger, and the Council from their
fears. Cardozo replied, that such terms might very well be
accepted by a set of traitors ; but he wore a sword, wherewith
he could make terms for himself ; and if he were taken, it would

3 4 Para com os Magtstmdos, mais pezava a sua mentira, que a rerdade de
muitos.”” (Cast. Lus. 5,§ 45.) Raphael de Jesus puts these words in the mouth
of Joam Fernandes, under whose patronage, and from whose information he
wrote,
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be to the destruction of those who betrayed him ; for they might CHAP.
be assured, that without being put to the torture he would at 3&;
once give up their names, declare that he had been invited by 1045.

them into Pernambuco, and persist in affirming that Joam Fer-
nandes had neither joined in inviting him, nor known of his
coming. = Provoked at the tone and manner of this reply, the
Pernambucan ventured to threaten Cardozo in return, but took
to flight upon seeing him draw his sword. Cardozo and Fer-
nandes now  consulted together, and agreed that the former
should address a letter to the latter, which might be laid, if
necessary, before the Council, for the purpese of exculpating
him, and  criminating  those who had revealed the conspiracy.
It was to this tenour; that Cardozo had been drawn into Pernam-
buco by the repeated solicitations of the Portugueze inhabi-
tants, confiding in their, oaths and protestations signed by their
own hands, that they were leagued. to. throw off the yoke of the
Dutch. Deceived by -these assurances, he had reached the
place appointed, after suffering such hardships upon the way as
God and his men could witness ; and no sooner had he arrived
than he found himself betrayed. = Against this, however, he was
upon his guard, baving always in some degree apprehended it,
because of the anxiety which the conspirators expressed to
conceal their proceedings from Joam Fernandes. This anxiety
on their part had prevented him from showing that respect to a
person  so  distinguished among his countrymen, which both
courtesy and inclination would otherwise have alike required :
and he would not do it now, lest it might give occasion for any
doubt; of his loyalty in the Dutch Government, who were so
greatly beholden 1o him for the example which he had afforded
of fidelity. . Cardozo added, that he wrote this letter as. the
only mark of respect which he could pay to Joam Fernandes,
mforming him that he was about to return to Bahia, lest those
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cHAP. who had tempted him into Pernambuco should deliver him up

to the Council. He had a sword wherewith to defend himself
. in this danger ; if that failed him, he should proclaim aloud who
were the traitors, and appeal to the favour of Fernandes in his
. misfortunes.

Having prepared this well-devised paper, Cardozo retired to
a different part of the woods, whither he was guided by a trusty
servant of his politic confederate. Joam Fernandes meantime
sent for the persons to whom his designs had been imparted,
and giving them the letter to read, asked what cause Cardozo
could have for returning so suddenly without taking any other
leave of them than what they there saw? He warned those
among them who were guilty to beware of the consequences
to themselves ; for they well knew, that as he had both ability
and spirit to spend more in one hour than they could do in the
whole course of their lives, a word from him would be of more
avail with the Dutch than all their oaths conjointly. The letter,
he said, he should carefully preserve, as evidence to lay before
the Council.

Fernandes was too subtle a conspirator for the Dutch. So
well had he concealed Cardozo and his men in the woods, that
all search for them proved in vain. The Great Council were
now considerably embarrassed. They had been informed that
the Portugueze had been meditating a revolt from the time
of Nassau’s departure, in consequence of the aggravated extor-
tions and grievances which they had since that time endured :
that Vidal’s visit to Pernambuco had been undertaken for the
purpose of ascertaining the real state of affairs; that the Por-
tugueze even counted upon the Company’s negroes for assist-
ance, most of them being Catholics, and that Joam Fernandes
and his father-in-law Berenguer were the heads of the conspi-
racy. ‘Several others had been named ; but they complained in
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their dispatches to the Company that they could not obtain
sufficient information for committing them to prison; and they
did not venture to make a search and disarm the Portugueze,
lest it should occasion an immediate insurrection, against which
they were ill prepared; for their magazines and storehouses were
not secured, they could not draw from the garrisons a force
equal to protect the open country, and all who lived at a dis-
tance from the forts would be cut off by the insurgents. Thus
circumstanced, they earnestly solicited immediate reinforce-
ments, till the arrival of which all they could do was to provide
as much as possible against the danger, and continue to make
the most vigilant enquiries.

Meantime Cardozo’s messengers reached St. Salvador; the
Governor observed as usual the most. cautious langnage, but he
promised all the assistance in his power to the Pernambucans,
if the Dutch should continue to oppress them, and secretly per-
mitted volunteers to accompany them on their return. About
forty adventurers offered themselves for this perilous service ; they
accomplished their march in safety, were placed under Cardozo’s
orders, and quartered secrefly in the woods. It was at this
time reported, that the Tapuyas were to be let loose against the
people of Paraiba, and that the Great Council had determined
to cut off all the male Portugueze in their conquests between the
ages of fifteen and thirty-five. The former report was not in-
credible, because a German, by name Jacob Rabbi, was sta-
tioned among those savages, as agent for the Dutch ; he had
married the daughter of one of their chiefs, and accommodating
himself with little difficulty to their way of life, and with less to
the ferocity of the savage character, it was to be expected that
when the war began he would prove a cruel enemy. The latter
project was beyond all doubt a calumnious imputation. The
Dutch were capable of such a crime, ... for they have proved
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themselves so at Batavia; but at this time we know by the
dispatches of the Great Council, that they did not dare take
measures for disarming the Portugueze, though they knew their
danger ; much less then would they venture upon a massacre.
Joam Fernandes could not possibly have believed the: report ;
it was very probably a falsehood of his own fabrication, for he
circulated it as an assured fact, of which he had obtained eer-
tain intelligence ; and urged his associates to make ready with
all speed, that they might prevent the blow which was aimed
against them. He had now indeed proceeded too far to escape
detection ; it was therefore necessary that no time should: be
lost ; Camaram and Diaz were hourly expected to arrive; and
acting with the authority of general, with which he had been
invested at the first meeting, he nominated captains in every
district, drew out their commissions in the customary form, and
sent them orders how to act.

He had long been laying up stores for this great enterprize.
As President of many religious fraternities, he had ventured
openly to purchase considerable quantities of gunpowder upon
the pretext of using it for fireworks upon the different saints’
days; and he had procured other quantities through the interior
from Bahia. All this was carefully concealed in the woods,
where in like manner he had made deposits of pulse, grain, fish,
and meat, both salted and smoked, wine, oil, vinegar and salt,
and spirits, in distilling which he employed some of his own works.
These things were carried into the woods by the carts which went
there to bring back logs of Brazil. He had also sent off the great-
est part of his numerous herds to his curraes, or grazing farms, in
the interior, pretending that in the Varzea, or cultivated plain in
the immediate vicinity of Recife, they were stolen by the ne-
groes, and that many of them died in consequence of eating a
certain plant called fava. Under such pretences and by such
means he had laid up stores for the intended war.
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One of the first persons to whom the project had been impart-
ed, was a man of considerable influence, by name Antonio
Cavalcanti. He entered warmly into the scheme : but when the
time of action was drawing nigh, the difficulties and dangers
were magnified through the medium of his fears, and he began
to waver and hold back. He had a son and daughter, both at
this time marriageable ; for the purpose of securing him, Joam
Fernandes proposed that they should intermarry with a sister and
brother of his wife, and promised to settle them upon two of his
Ingenios, or Sugar-works, giving them the whole produce for four
years, and requiring only a third as rent for a second term of the
like duration. The proposal was gladly accepted, . . but little did
the parties whose union was thus contracted for imagine what
were the preparations for the marriage feast! The friends of both
families would of course be invited ; and as Joam Fernandes gave
the entertainment, it was expected that all the chief officers of the
Company, civil and military, would in compliment to him ac-
cept the invitation. It was his intention to ply these guests well
with wine, and then with one band of conspirators to fall upon
and slaughter them, while another party should enter Recife and
obtain possession, before the Dutch could recover from the con-
sternation into which they would be thrown by so unexpected an
attack, finding themselves deprived of their leaders. = Having re-
solved upon this act of atrocious treachery, he communicated his
design to the men of the Varzea, and ordered them to dig up what
weapons they had secreted, to procure as many more as they
could, and to be ready for the work. They answered him with
acclamations, * Long live King Joam the fourth! Hurrah for the

* ¢ Nam podiam reprimir o alvoroco com que gritaram a huma voz, Viva el
Rey D. Joam o quarto nosso Senhor; Viva a Fé Catholica Romana, que profes-
samos ; e Viva, viva Joam Fernandes Vieira!"
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caHAP. Roman Catholic faith! and Joam Fernandes Vieira for ever!
: fv)f__, The project cannot be condemned too severely : but in judging
1645. him who planned, and those who thus approved it, we should
cat. 2us. call to mind, that little more than half a century had elapsed
#3510 since a medal was struck by the head of their Infallible Church,
in honour of the massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day.
mimaion'The men of the Varzea, in the ardour of their hopes, began
et~ now to seek for arms with eagerness which could not escape
observation. 'The Council were informed of this; still their
intelligence was incompleat, notwithstanding what the timorous
rather than traitorous Portugueze had said to intimidate Joam
Fernandes and Cardozo; and neither knowing whom to seize,
nor venturing upon any bold and general measure of preventive
arrest, they affected to treat what they had heard as a vague
report. But the Jews were loud in their expressions of alarm ;
they had more at stake than the Dutch; they were sure of being
massacred without mercy during the insurrection, or roasted
without merey if the insurgents should prove successful; they
therefore besieged the Council with warnings and accusations.
The most specific information, however, came from seme Portu-
gueze, in a letter which was signed Truth, and delivered to the
Council by a Jew physician. Herein the writer advised them
to apprehend Joam Fernandes Vieira, as the head and prime
mover of the conspiracy, some of his servants, his father-in-law
Berenguer, and Antonio Cavalcanti ; if this could be done, the
whole would be brought to light. He advised also that all the
planters of the adjacent territory should be summoned to Recife,
under an assurance that they were not to be molested for their
debts ; and that when there they should be detained, upon pre-
tence of securing them against the violence of the rebels in the
country ; a like measure was recommended at Paraiba and at

Porto Calvo, as equally beneficial to the Government and to
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many individuals : . . . we beseech you, said the letter, take care C‘E}I{ }A{P.

of this poor nation, lest they should be forced to join the rebels =

against you! The insurrection, it added, was to begin at Whit- 1045.

suntide. The writer also stated, that three persons were con-

cerned in giving this information ; that at some fit season they

would not scruple to declare themselves, and that they would

communicate farther intelligence as they obtained it: a promise

which seemed to be repeated in the words Plus wultra, placed e

after the signature. P43y
TInformation thus positively given by men who hardly affected zney scex

to conceal themselves, having sent the letter by a messenger i

through whom they might be traced, convinced the Council

both of the certainty and imminence of the danger; and they

consulted in what manner to get Joam Fernandes into their

power. Lichthart and Haus proposed to invite him to a fishing

party and then seize him ; this plan however was not attempt-

ed, or it failed to deceive the wary conspirator. Another method

was devised by the Council. His dealings with the Company

were very extensive, and he had for some time been negociating

a new contract with them ; it was therefore determined to send

for him into the city, with his two sureties Berenguer and Ber-

nardino Carvalho, under pretence of compleating the agree-

ment and signing the papers. But Joam Fernandes had three

persons in the ecity who were sold to him, and who advised

him of all that passed in the Council ; and he had long been

upon his guard. By day, while he was about his house as

usual, centinels were upon the look-oul on every side; he

affected to be as accessible as ever, and to be employed in his

ordinary concerns, yet he took care to see no person whom he

wished to avoid. His servants were equally prepared for resis-

tance and for flight: he had nearly a hundred negro slaves about

his dwelling, armed with darts and bows and arrows ; a secret
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door had also been made, through which he might escape in case
of emergency ; his horse was always saddled, and every night
he retired into the woods, accompanied by his secretary, Diogo
da Sylva a youth of Madeira, and by Luiz da Costa da Sepul-
veda, who shared with him in all his difficulties. When the
Council’s broker arrived, he admitted him, and expressed the ut-
most readiness to conclude the contract ; he could not indeed
go himself on the morrow, he added, which was the day ap-
pointed, because pressing occupations would prevent him ; but
he would send his agent with sufficient powers. The Dutchman
insisted that his presence was indispensable, urged it with an
impatience which would have given cause to suspect the design,
if he with whom he dealt had not already been sufficiently con-
scious and sufficiently wary, and betrayed himself still farther,
by offering him a protection in the Council’s name. Joam Fer-
nandes made answer he was not ignorant of what enemies he had
at Recife, nor of what schemes had been laid against him ; and as
for protections, the best protection was that of his own house.
Camaram and Henrique Diaz were not yet arrived : the lat-
ter, when he was invited to this service, was employed in an
expedition against a Mocambo, or settlement of Maroon ne-
groes, in the interior: this had delayed their march, and the
weather had impeded it, for the wet season set in with a severity
which the oldest persons had never remembered in Brazil. The
Council knew that these troops were expected ; but having
charged their commander at Seregipe to -advise them of the
movements in that quarter, they were answered that Camaram
was gone to keep his Easter at Bahia, and that the men were
employed in cultivating the ground. This information tended
for some time to encourage them in that belief of security which
they willingly indulged. They were thus. deceived by the con-
duct of the Carijo chief, whether that conduct was accidental ox
politic ; and repeatedly as they had been told that troops from
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Bahia were in the woods, they never succeeded by any search CHAP.
in detecting their hiding-place, so well had Joam Fernandes and T,
his faithful agents concealed them. Advices, however, at length 1645.
arrived, which awakened them to a full sense of the danger ;
from the S. Francisco they were informed that Camaram and
Diaz had past the river, and from the Lagoas that some of their
party had ventured into the houses there to procure provisions;

that they had been seen and spoken with, and that the Dutch

commander going in person to discover their design, had found /%2
the track of their march far in the interior ; a symptom which ;. 55
left no doubt that their intentions were hostile. e

While these troops were impeded on their march by the rains, rmaudes

: . . h
Joam Fernandes could no longer wait safely for their arrival. e

It was now evident that the Dutch intended to secure his per-
son, and now when artifice had failed, he knew that force would
be employed. He therefore sent off his wife, who was far
advanced in pregnancy, to the house of one of her kinsmen,
while he himself retired into the woods, never venturing to any
of his own estates, nor ever sleeping twice successively in one
place. Berenguer always accompanied him, with a few of the
most resolute patriots, and a number of his own slaves, whose
devoted attachment to him shows that he had been a kind
master. It was not long before he received certain advice that June 7.
Camaram and Diaz had past the S. Francisco ; the letter con-
taining this intelligence he sent to the Vigario of the Varzea,
Francisco da Costa Falcam, the head of the clergy there, who
was deeply engaged in the conspiracy. He was charged to
communicate it to the Portugueze in his district, and call upon
them to declare themselves at once, that Joam Fernandes might
know whom to protect and whom to punish. The answer was.
unanimous ; they were all true and loyal Portugueze, ready
with their properties and lives for the service of their natural
King and Country.

Cast. Lus
b, § 61—4.
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No open act of insurrection had yet taken place. The Dutch
were not informed that Joam Fernandes had left his house, and
they hoped to surprise him there in- the night preceding S.
Antonio’s day,..a saint whom the Portugueze regard as their
patron, and the most illustrious of all their canonized country-
men, and whose festival they celebrate with peculiar devotion.
Orders were sent to seize the leaders of the conspiracy at the
same moment through the Dutch Captaincies. On the eve of
S. Antonio’s, just at night-fall, a considerable number of troops;
in parties of from twenty to thirty, went out of Recife, taking
different roads, but all with instructions to surround the house
and works of Joam Fernandes. 'They met there, forced their
way in, and found the place deserted: all the neighbouring
habitations were in like manner abandoned ;... for the Portu-
gueze expected this, and were hid among the canes and in the
woods. Miracles had been performed to encourage them, and
prepare them for thus outlawing themselves. Fernandes had a
chapel dedicated to S. Antonio: about a month before the
Saint’s holy-day, the person whose business it was to take care
of this chapel found the doors open in the morning, though he
had locked them over night, and taken home the keys. No-
thing had been stolen, nor did it appear that any person had
entered. 'The same prodigy happened the second and the third
morning ; the sexton now fully believed it to be supernatural,
and related it to several priests, who affected to consider it as a
trick played upon him by some of his neighbours. He watched
at night to ascertain this; no person appeared, and still the
doors were open at morning. Joam Fernandes was now made
acquainted with the miracle which occurred nightly at his cha-
pel ; as the possibility of some person’s possessing another key
was still suspected, the doors were locked in the presence of a
number of persons, and he sealed up the key-hole with his own
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signet. At morning the doors as usual were found open, and cHAP.
the seal unbroken. Fasily as all this was done, it past for __}i{(_,
miraculous. Some inferred that the saint encouraged them to 1645.
take the field, avow their designs, and begin the good work
without farther delay ; others discovering a closer allegory in
the portent, maintained that he signified by this token his
intention of protecting the faithful Portugueze, shewing that
they would always find him with the door open to their prayers.
A third party differed from both ; it was a sign, they said, that
they ought to secure themselves and their families, and leave
their houses. lLest there should be any doubt that this was the
true interpretation, a second prodigy confirmed it ; on the same
day, while they were attending mass in the chapel, the canopy
which was over the altar before the saint’s image, fell upon the
altar, at his feet. 1t was universally admitted that this was a
warning for them to strip the chapel, remove their effects, and

2 Cast. Lus.
retire. 5.5 B4—S.
The Dutch were not more successful in other points, though 7 puci

’ - . | disappointed
they had nearly surprized Berenguer and Bernardino de Carval- i ticir

ho, with two other men of note, who were sleeping in the re- e
fining-house of an Ingenio, when they were awakened by the
noise of the soldiers in the habitations adjoining ; and breaking
their way out, crost the Capivaribi with the water up to their
necks, and got into the woods. The night was wet and stormy,
and the Dutch were impeded every where by the mire and
sloughs. No sooner had they turned back from their unavail-
ing search, than the Portugueze came from their hiding places,
met as they had appointed at the Mother Church in the Var-
zea, and kept the festival with more passionate feeling than had
ever before sanctified it. Fr. Manoel do Salvador preached
upon the occasion ; for a long time he had delivered his ser-

mons with the fear of the gallows before his eyes, the Dutch
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having set spies upon him ‘and watching all his words. - Here
he knew his congregation, and spake boldly; he took for his
text, Let your loins be girded ; and preached a fiery discourse.
With right Portugueze feeling, he reminded them of Portugal’s
old fame, and the heroic achievements of their ancestors ; and
he dwelt with suspicious ingenuity upon the recent miracles
which S. Antonio had performed before their eyes. He' ad-
dressed himself to willing and greedy auditors: their piety,
their patriotism, and their superstition were wrought to the
highest pitch : and he may be believed when he tells us that
they left the church weeping with emotions of generous joy, and
devoting themselves anew to the cause of their country and
their faith.

Measures of  'I'wo persons only of all whom the Council had ordered to be

the Couneil.

apprehended in the Varzea were taken: one was altogether
ignorant of the plot, the other was Sebastian Carvalho, one of
those who had written the letter: he now acknon;ledged this,
and to confirm the trath of the information which he had given,
declared that he had been privy to the conspiracy, and had
signed a paper, whereby he bound himself to take an active
part in its execution ; but he signed it, he said, in the fear of
death, Joam Fernandes having threatened to make away with
all who should refuse to join him, and having actually caused
several to be murdered on that account. Carvalho was now
detained in confinement, at his own request, to secure him from
the suspicion of his countrymen. The Council gave immediate
orders to widen the ditches, and strengthen the fortifications of
Mauritias, and they sent to seize all the meal which could be
found for their garrisons ; a price, however, was to be paid for
it. They offered a pardon to Antonio Cavalcanti and Joam
Paes Cabral, leading men among the disaffected, whose desertion
they thought would materially weaken and discourage the pa-
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triots, and whom they hoped to bring back to submission, because C}E{AP_
they had large families in the power of the Dutch. The expected “~~o
arrival of Camaram alarmed them for the fidelity of their own 1045
Indians, and they resolved if possible to get the wives and chil-
dren of these people into the Island of Itamaraca, under pretext
of securing them from the insurgents, but in fact as hostages for
bl Nieuhoff.

their tribe. ' p. 451

Joam Fernandes meanwhile, as soon as he was informed that g .4
search had been made for him, and knew that it was no longer s
possible to protract the time, collected his associates, and took **“™
post upon an eminence in the woods, high enough to serve as a
watch-tower. The spot seems to have been appointed as a
meeting-place, for there he was joined by all the persons whom
he employed upon his different estates, armed with weapons
which had long been secreted for this purpose. Thither also his
slaves came, induced by their attachment to an indulgent mas-
ter, by the promise of liberty and reward when the enterprize
should have succeeded, and by that love of activity and adven-
ture which is patural to man. At the end of three days he
found himself at the head of an hundred and thirty resolute and
trusty men ; but many of them were ill-armed, and all undis-
ciplined. He then moved to Camaragibe, a place well fitted
for defence, being surrounded with marshes, and about two
miles from the Varzea, so that he was well situated for receiving
and communicating intelligence. From thence he sent out his
advices on all sides, calling upon all the Portugueze to take
arms and join him ; and inviting slaves, by an offer of the pay
and privileges of the soldiers, and a promise that he would from
his own private property purchase the freedom of every one
who belonged to a patriot. Many obeyed the call, met together
by night, fell upon the houses of those Dutchmen and Jews

who happened unfortunately to be within their reach, killed the
VOL. II. N




90 HISTORY OF BRAZIL.

CHAP. inhabitants, plundered the houses, and then joined the camp of
3.5.{\'_, the insurgents. Some who were not able to provide subsistence
1645. for their families if they absented themselves, unwillingly re-

mained quiet ; and there were not a few, who regarding nothing

castrion g0 much as their own tranquillity, hoped to see the insurrection

Lusitano.
5§69-11. speedily suppressed.
Precation-  The first measures of the Council were prompted by that

ary measures

of the Cour- eupidity which was the characteristic and the curse of the

cilconverted

ofomene . Company’s Government.  They apprehended men at random
throughout their provinces ; those who were really implicated
i the conspiracy had already joined Joam Fernandes, and it
seemed as if these persons were apprehended only to make them
pay fortheir release. The consequence might have been foreseen:
many who would have remained in obedience’ if they might
have lived unmolested, fled now to the insurgents, because they
were indignant at having been arrested without cause, or be-
cause they did mot chuse to feel themselves at the mercy of
every venal or malicious informer. An- edict also ‘was publish-
ed, requiring’ all the Portugueze who had left their houses to
appear within five days at Recife, upon a promise of pardon
and protection for all persons except the ringleaders. They
were to take a new oath of allegiance, and then be left in quiet
possession of their property, as in aforetime. The harpies in
office converted this into a new means of ' extortion. They
represented, that all the Portugueze must for their own safety
take the oath, and provide themselves with a protection; for

EZ Eﬁfi which, of course, they exacted fees. All who were not'actually

2. in arms were compelled to purchase these protections.

They offer Profit, in it’s gross trading sense, was so much the object of

Femarden,  the Dutch Government in all their proceedings, that they seem
to have considered it as every man’s ruling prindiple. They
would gladly have had Joam Fernandes in their power, and
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have put him to death; but now when he had eluded them, cHAP.
they thought that it would he a saving bargain to purchase his .
submission at a high price, and thus avert the destructive war 1645.
which would otherwise be waged against their plantations and
storehouses. In this spirit they found means, through two of
his own countrymen, to offer him 200,000 cruzados, to be paid
in any place, and secured in any manner that he might please
to appoint, provided he would abandon his project, and leave
the Captaincy in peace. Fernandes affected to give ear to the
proposal, for the sake of gaining time till his expected succours
should arrive ; and when it was no longer possible to delay
giving a final answer, he sent word to the Council that he would
not sell the honour of punishing oppressors at so low a rate.
Enraged at this, they proclaimed a reward of 4000 florins for
any person who would bring him in dead or alive : he replied
by a counter-proclamation, offering twice that sum for the head
of any of the Supreme Council ; and he posted his manifestos
in all public places, even within Recife, calling upon all Portu-
gueze to take arms with him against their tyrants, on pain of
being treated as enemies of their country; and promising to all
strangers and Jews who would remain peaceably in their houses,
protection as vassals of the Crown of Portugal. Still farther to
intimidate the Council, he wrote to them, saying, they need not
by so many base means seek to circumvent him, for he would
soon pay them a public visit in their city, for which intent
he was making ready with 14,000 European soldiers, and
24,000 Brazilians and Indians. The extravagance of the first
part of the assertion was palpable; but the Dutch knew from
their own population lists that the latter number was not incre- cat. zus
dible, if the Portugueze were generally engaged in the conspi- ;il:g
racy. 183.
The first place at which hostilities began was Ipojuca, a i
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township near Cape S. Augustine. Joam Fernandes had ap-
pointed Amador de Araujo to the command in this district, and
that officer had given a Captain’s commission to Domingos Fa-
gundes, a free mulatto, the son of a wealthy and noble father.
Some anecdotes of this man, which are related in his honour by
the two historians of this war, one a Benedictine abbot, and the
other a friar, are too characteristic of the state of law and of
morals to be omitted here. After having borne a part in those
predatory incursions which had so greatly annoyed the Dutch
during the former war, he had submitted to them, and settled at
Porto Calvo. A Dutchman, who had married the widow of
Sebastian de Souto, and settled in the same township, speaking
one day of this Fagundes, said he was one who made no scruple
of killing a man in the woods, but never did it openly in the
fair field. This was repeated to Fagundes, who ere long met
this Master Jan, as the Duatchman was called, walking with
one of his countrymen. Notwithstanding it was in time of
peace, the Dutchmen were each armed with pistols and blun-
derbuss, and the Portugueze had a musquet in his hand. The
mulatto stopt him, and said, You are Master Jan; I am Do-
mingos Fagundes, ... kill me, and show yourself the better man
if you can!...and at the same moment, before Jan could Iift
his blunderbuss, he shot him through the heart. This was under
Nassau’s government ; but although there had been a witness of
the fact, there was so little law in Pernambuco, or the provoca-
tion was considered to have been so great, or money was so
omnipotent, that he obtained a protection, and lived safely at
Recife. Here a Dutch soldier accidentally struck him with the
end of his gun when turning in the street : Fagundes resented it
as if it had been intentional, and the soldier then gave him a

‘blow. The Portugueze marked him well that he might know

him again ; and meeting him afterwards out of the town, at-
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tacked him unawares, ran him through the body, and then fled
to Ipojuca, where he was secreted in the house of a friend. On
the way he visited his friend Fr. Manoel do Salvador, not to
receive absolution for what he had done, (for this was ranked
among his good works by his Confessor as well as himself)
but to communicate to the Friar his future plans. There were
forty brave fellows, he said, fit for any thing, who were willing
to take to the woods with him, and acknowledge him for their
Captain : they had only two musquets at present, and some
swords ; but they would lie in wait for the Dutch, kill all the
stragglers who came in their way, bury their bodies in the thick-
et, and thus provide themselves with arms. The Friar approved
highly of his landable disposition, but dissuaded him from this
project, telling him that it might occasion great inconvenience
to his countrymen, and that the time would soon come when he
might display his zeal for the King’s service.

The time was now come when such a man might follow his
vocation meritoriously. He engaged with Araujo to raise a
company for the insurrection, and soon enlisted sixteen men ;
every thing was ready at Ipojuca, and they waited only for
intelligence of the leader’s movements, when an affray happened
between one of the inhabitants and a Jew merchant ; help came
to both sides, and in the course of the tumult three Jews were
killed. Fagundes and his men took advantage of the confusion,
and fell upon the Dutch, plundering their houses, and destroying
every thing with fire and sword : the garrison took flight, and the
insurgents obtained arms among their spoils. Flushed with
success, Fagundes attacked three vessels laden with sugar and
flour in Porto do Salgado, won them, and massacred the Dutch-
men on board. All the Portugueze of the township and of the
adjoining parts immediately joined the insurrection, inflamed by
the tidings, now opportunely arriving, that their Governor was.
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CHAP. in arms. Araujo placed himself at their head ; and thus the
o land communication between the Dutch at Cape S. Augustine
1645. and all the parts to the southward was cut off; and the fort at
gat b the Cape could not without great difficulty be supplied with
1% water from the river.

June 19.  This news occasioned much alarm at Recife, accompanied as
manderin it was by intelligence that the garrison at St. Antonio, a town-

chief march=

cagainst  ship to the N. W. of Ipojuca were besieged in the church by
genis, the insurgents, and that Camaram and Diaz were committing
open hostilities about the Lagoas. There were two companies
at the Lagoas, a force wholly insufficient for the defence of so
wide a district : a ship therefore was immediately dispatched to
bring away as many as it could hold, leaving their baggage
behind, and they who could not be received on board were
directed to make their way by land to the garrison at the river S.
Francisco. At the same time, in order to keep open a commu-
nication with the south, Haus went in person with two hundred
and twenty Dutch and four hundred native troops to relieve the
garrison at S. Antonio, and reduce the rebels at Ipojuca. It
was not possible that the half-armed and undisciplined insur-
gents could resist this force in the field, and they were too wise
to attempt it. Fagundes took post in the woods with twenty
men, and killed some of the enemy as they passed, then fled to
rejoin Araujo. The Dutch commander proceeded to Ipojuca,
hung one of the patriots who had fallen into his hands, and
offered pardon and protection to all who would take advantage
of the proclamation within three days. About two hundred
persons accepted it : they were without weapons, or means, of
subsisience to enable them to join the Governor ; and with that
duplicity which wars of this nature inevitably occasion, sub-
19,502, mitted now that they might revolt at a better opportunity .

Cnst Lius,

6 43,4 Haus then hastened to eut off Araujo before he could effect his
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junction with Joam Fernandes: a traitor guided him, and he CHAP.

came up with the patriots; they were easily routed, but they
fled into the woods, losing only five men, reunited there, and
continued their mareh toward the General.

XX.
\.'W

1645.

Meantime Joam Fernandes had received intelligenee that the Morsmont
Dutch were preparing to attack him at Camaragibe ; he retired 4

to a Mocambo, or negro hiding-place in the woods, and there
Cardozo joined him. Their little army consisted only of two
hundred and eighty men, and Cardozo was appointed Sargento
Mayor, with all the privileges of Lieutenant General. The
Duteh were apprized of this movement, and meant to surprize
him there. For this purpose Blaar, who of all his countrymen
had the worst character for cruelty, was to go with two hundred
Pitagoares and three hundred European soldiers, armed with
blunderbusses and musquets, instead of harquebusses, that the
smell of the match might not betray them. The intention was
discovered by Fr. Manoel do Salvador. ' This remarkable man,
who was soldier, preacher, poet and historian, had among his
other gifts a special talent at converting Jews; and had ac-
tually persuaded two of his converts to go to Portugal, with a
particular recommendation to the Grand Inquisitor. He had
at this time a catechumen under his hands, who gave good proof
of his sincerity by informing his spiritual father of Blaars in-
tended march. Joam Fernandes was thus timely advised, and
withdrew his troops to a place called Maciape, making their
way through' the woods, and endeavouring to leave no'traces of
their path.  Here four of 'his Captains joined him, with ninety
men. A party was sent to call upon the inhabitants along the
Capeviribe with all their slaves to take arms for the deliverance
of the country. = Father Simam de’ Figueiredo ¢ommanded the
party ; he had been a Captain' before he entered into holy
orders ; and had a company given him, as a sort of military

an-
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C}}{I}% P. cure, in this war against the heretics. The call was willingly
“~~_ obeyed ; and in the course of five days eight hundred volunteers
_lﬂ_ﬂi flocked to the appointed meeting-place. They had only thirty
fire-arms among them ; those which Fernandes had secreted
were now brought out, cleansed from the rust which they had
contracted, and distributed among them. He had not with all his
long preparation been able to procure enough ; great part of his
men were armed with hunting-spears, or with stakes, which
being of the close-grained woods of Brazil, and pointed in the fire,
were no contemptible substitutes for the pike. With this force
he marched to S. Leurenco, and had the good fortune on the
way to fall in with a convoy of flour for Recife, escorted by
7t e. - fifty men, about half of whom were cut off. At S. Lourenco the

?“::aéfé bells were rung, and the inhabitants went out to meet him, and

] . . .

—1. swore fellowship and obedience in the common cause,

He cros The weather which impeded Camaram and Diaz impeded the
¢ Tapicura

gty operations of the enemy also : the floods were out; and Fer-
nandes thus obtained time to make arrangements for a supply
of previsions. The Council, notwithstanding the vigilance of
their agents, had great difficulty in obtaining intelligence of his
movements, a difficulty which is always experienced by those
who are engaged in war against a people. Haus coming from
Ipojuca, was to form a junction with Blaar. The latter was on
his way -to .the Mocambe, when he learnt that the insurgents
had left that position, and was fain to halt till he could receive
information of their course. Meantime, giving way to that
ferocious temper which had already rendered him infamous, he
sent out parties toward Garassu along all the roads, who burnt
the houses, murdered the people without distinction of age or
sex, and committed such cruelties and profanations as drew
down the censure of Haus{ when he arrived and took the com-

mand. Fernandes was apprized of the intended junction. .
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Lourengo was not a defensible post, and: his purpose was to

delay fighting as long as possible, in expectation of Camaram
and Diaz. He therefore broke up from his quarters, crost the
Capivaribi on rafts, and leaving fifty men as an outpost, proceed-
ed to the Tapicura. The river was no longer fordable. They
stretched a cable across, formed of those limber and leafless
parasites with which the woods in Brazil are hung ; by means
of this the troops were ferried over upon a small raft, carrying
only eight at a time. ' Blaar was near enough to -behold this,
but not to prevent it. A mulatto guided him to the outpost in
the night: but though 'the Portugueze were completely sur-
prized, they broke through the enemy ; then trusting to their
thorough knowledge of the country, they dispersed in the woods,
and soon rejoined the army.

The Governor in the Cause of Liberty, ((Governador da Li-
berdade) as he stiled himself, now took up a position at a place
called Covas.  Here he had to contend with a danger more to
be dreaded than the enemy’s military power. In his own army,
if that name -might ‘be given to the ill-armed, undisciplined,
motley assemblage under: his .command, there were some who
had joined him reluctantly, and because their fears compelled
them to this course; some few who affected patriotism that
they might be the better able to serve the Dutch, and obtain a
high price for treason skilfully performed. Both descriptions
wished to exeite discontent, and began to murmur against his
proceedings. What were his plans? they said ; if he meant to
fight the Dutch, wherefore had he not provided stores, arms,
surgeons, and medicines, necessary for an armed force? Why
did he not take-post-insome strong situation, and there fortify
himself; instead of wandering about from one place to another,
and skulking with his men like a band of gipsies? Liberty was
the watchword with which he had led them from their homes, . .
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CHAP, but it would end in banishment. Well wo-.uld it be if they could

XX.
N~

find their way to Bahia at last,...the object which Joam Fer-

1645. nandes perhaps had in view for himself from the beginning : this.

would be the best chance that could betide them, for in Per-
nambuco they had no quarter to expect. Many persons who
were sincere in the cause lent ear too readily to these insidious
suggestions. Where so much was sacrificed as well as risqued,
anxiety naturally produced astate of feverish apprehension ; and
in wars of this kind, treachery is not more mischievous by its.
frequent occurrence, than by the perpetual suspicion which its’
frequency occasions. = The growing discontent ' threatened to
break out in mutiny ; the priests, however, were of great use
in abating it, and most of the captains had full confidence in

“their general. Joam Fernandes being well informed: of what:

was going on, ordered a false alarm to be given; upon which
Cardozo, as had been concerted with him, divided the troops
into small bodies, taking care to separate those who were disaf~
fected. When this was done, and the scouts brought assurance
that there was no cause for the alarm, these bodies were march-
ed in-succession before the general ; who harangued them,
praised the alacrity which they had displayed on this as on
every former occasion ; and said, that if there was any among
them who for want of zeal or courage wished to quit the service,.
he might freely confess it, and depart without injury or molesta-
tion. - The traitors dared not speak ; and they who had been
deluded, and whose murmurs proceeded from impatience, joined:
in one general protestation of obedience to: their leader, and
ardour for the cause. Joam Fernandes then proceeded to de-
clare, that he had staked his life and possessions upon the issue
of this great enterprize ; and from that day forward, if any one
were found attempting to seduce: the meanest person of that
army from his' duties, whatever the rank of the offender might
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be, he would assuredly order him to be hanged as a traitor.
Having thus overawed the turbulent, and quelled the incipient
faction, it behoved him to guard against the worse danger of
assassination, which he and liis friends apprehended. For this
purpose he selected a body-guard, to attend him day and night ;
and lest any attempt upon his life should be made by poison,
two soldiers were stationed to prevent all persons from ap-
proaching the place where his food was prepared by a servant,
of whose fidelity he was assured. |

Joam Fernandes had curbed the discontented with the strong
hand of authority, but the reasonable part of their complaint
was not lost upon him. The want of medical help was what
any man might have cause to lament, he knew not how soon ;
and to supply this want, he sent a small detachment to catch a
Frenchman, who practised medicine in the township of S. Amaro,
and bring him, willing or not. The poor surgeon, when he found
himself in the hands of such a party, cried out that he was a Ro-
man Catholic Christian, and had always cured the Portugueze with
the greatest attention and tenderness ;. . if the gentlemen meant
to carry him into the woods and murder him, he intreated
that they would rather have the goodness to kill him at once,
near the church, where some good Christian would bury him for
the love of God. But if they wanted him to attend the wounded
Portugueze, they must get him a horse, for he had a bad leg,
and could not go on foot. A horse was accordingly put in
requisition, with as little ceremony as the doctor had been; his
whole stock in trade was packed up, and Mestrola, as he is
called, made his appearance at Covas as a volunteer, with the
philosophy of one who had learnt from the Portugueze to take
things patiently when there was no remedy, and with the gaiety
of a Frenchman to boot. Here also Araujo joined the patriots ;
having collected on his way the insurgents of Moribeca, who
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.GHAP like himself were flying from Haus, and those of S. Antonio do
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“~~ Cabo; he brought with him four hundred men. The joy at
receiving this reinforcement had scarcely abated, before a trum-
pet was heard, and seven Indians appeared, armed. with Bis-
cayan muskets: the superior quality of their arms indicated
from whence they came. They belonged to Camaram’s "r'egi;
ment, and brought tidings that their commander and Henrique
Diaz would arrive in the course of a week. The centinel whose
good fortune it was to announce the approach of these welcome
messengers, was rewarded by Joam Fernandes with a present of
two slaves.

Meantime the Council issued a proclamation, commanding
all women and children whose husbands and fathers were among
the insurgents to leave their homes within six days; on pain of
being punished as rebels themselves; and declaring, that all
persons who presumed to harbour them would be considered as
no longer under the protection of the States. The Dutch his-
torian says, that this measure was first adyised by some of those
whom he calls the faithful Portugueze. In all similar struggles
it is ever found that the most cruel enemies of those who take
arms against oppression, are some of their unworthy country-
men ; but wherever this measure originated, the guilt and in-
famy are imputable to the Government which adopted it. The
reasons assigned for it were, that if the rebels were thus encum-
bered with their families, their consumption of food would be
greatly increased, and they must necessarily change their quar-
ters oftener, while they could neither march nor encamp with

~the same facility as before, nor lurk as they had done in the

wilds ; that they would be in more danger of attack, and in
greater fear, as being less able to withstand it,. .. consequently,
they would be disheartened ; and that as the women by means
of their negroes acted as spies for them, this channel of intelli-
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gence ‘would be cut off. Some of the most respectable of
the Portugueze who were not yet in arms, presented a petition
to the Council in behalf of these poor people, praying, that as
the ways were impassable in consequence of the inundation,
they might be permitted to remain in their houses, at least till
the waters had abated. But even this was refused.

Father Manoel do Salvador was one of those who applied
personally to the Governor on this occasion. The Friar had
lived a busy and extraordinary life in Recife, and contrived to
make himself popular among all descriptions of persons, at a
time when others of his profession could not appear in the
streets without receiving insults. For this he was indebted to
his lively disposition, and to an adroitness of talent, which en-
abled him to intrigue not only in affairs of state, but in every
tamily where he could obtain footing. Wherever the wife or
the husband was Catholic, there he contrived to christen the
children according to the Romish forms, unknown to the
Protestant part of the family. He performed a secret mass
upon holidays for the Papists in the Dutch service; in con-
verting Jews he possessed a singular dexterity, and once he
tells us, when he ejected the Devil out of a boy by his exor-
cisms, he delivered at the same time all who were present from
the spirit of heresy. Upon the present occasion, he spoke with
a warmth which his former intimacy with Nassau, and the
estimation in which he was held, justified ; he dwelt upon the
protection which the Company had pledged itself to afford ;
reminded the Governors that this measure went to punish those
who had committed no crime ; that the woods were full of sol-
diers and armed savages; and that the Portugueze, though
patient of all other wrongs, never forgave an injury offered to
their wives and daughters. If the edict were enforced, he said,
the Dutch must expect to be at war with the Portugueze as
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long as its remembrance should endure. His representations
were of no avail. The Members of the Council shewed him the

1645. letter which they had received from Joam Fernandes, and

which had so exasperated them that they betrayed themselves,

- saying in their bitterness, that there were those who would de-
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liver him into their power, dead or alive ; and to prove that this
was more than a mere boast, they put into his hands a letter,
wherein a promise to this effect was expressed in metaphorical
terms. 'The Friar affected not to understand it, and said it
concerned not him. But immediately he sent off a messenger
to Joam I'ernandes, and began to provide for his own safety,
thinking that even if there had been no just ground for suspi-
cion against him, the Council might think they bad trusted him
too far. So he dispatched his two negroes with all his manu-
scripts in a canoe, and without attempting to preserve any thing
else, fastened the door of his house, and walked out, staff in
hand, as if for recreation. But when he was out of the fortifi-
cations, he struck into the woods. He had soon the satisfac-
tion of hearing, that the Dutch said he was the greatest traitor
in Pernambuco.

The edict against the women and children was accordingly
issued, and they had no alternative but to expose themselves to
the rains and floods, and the reptiles and beasts of the wood, . .
or to remain at the mercy of the ruffian soldiery, and the savages
who would be let loose upon them. ¢ Let the compassionate
reader,” says F. Manoel, * consider what these poor miserable
women could do, not knowing where to seek their fathers, bre-
thren, and sons, .. . forsaken, helpless, in the midst of a dreadful
winter, without food wherewith to support life in the woods, . . .
and the sword of the enemy thus, as it were, at their throats !
Some fell upon their knees, and with streaming eyes and uplifted
hands called upon God to forgive their sins, and have compas-
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sion 'upow them ; others, with the rosaries of the Virgin in their
hands, told over the beads again and again ; some embraced
their innocent infants, and lamented over them ; some lay upon
the ground, as if they were stu pified with affliction ; others, who
had never gone out of their houses, except to churchin time of
Lent, and on the principal festivals, and then leaning upon their
pages, lest they should fall, strove now with sudden fear to run
into the woods, and there throwing themselves under the trees,
they implored the merey of God, and the help of the Virgin
Mary, and those saints to whom they were most devoted, .. for
from no other quarter could they hope for remedy or succour.”
If any mode of warfare can preeminently deserve to be called
wicked, it was this. It was attacking the Portugueze, not as
enemies, nor even as insurgents and rebels, who were amenable
to law, however sanctioned in their enterprize by the higher
obligations of justice,...but as civilized and social beings, in
their moral and human nature. The anguish which the tidings
excited in the camp was excessive ; but they had arms in their
hands, and Joam Fernandes, knowing that they who are least
accessible by worthier feelings are most accessible to fear, issued
a counter-edict, which, to the astonishment of the Dutch, was
posted up in all the most frequented parts of Recife. 'Fhe
Dutch, he said, contrary to the laws of nations, and of ordinary
policy, had made war upon that sex, which the courtesy of na-
tions, and its own weakness, exempted from all acts of hostility.
The decree which had been published was void by its own barba-
rity. No person was bound to obey it ; and He, the General of the
Portugueze, ordered all his countrywomen to remain fearlessly
in their houses under His protection ; for he protested that He
would take cognizance of, and exact rigorous vengeance for the
slightest - injury which should be offered to any the meanest
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among them. The Council were either now ashamed of the 6.¢1—1ix
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CHAP. measure, or not improbably intimidated by the threat; they
XX.

«~~ forbore either to repeat the proclamation, or to enforce it ; and
1645. those persons who had not already fled, received no farther

Massacre nf molestation upon this ground.

guese at The bare threat had exasperated the Portugueze and their
indignation was soon more violently excited by a massacre which
the Pitagoares and Tapuyas from the Potengi committed in the
township of Cunhau. The savages entered on a Saturday even-
ing, and their leaders sent round a summons to the Portugueze,
to attend at the church on the following day, that they might
confer together, after mass, upon business of importance to thems
selves and the service of the state. When they were thus col-
lected, they were put to the sword. In this manner sixty-nine
persons were butchered ; there were but three men who es-
caped, but many of the women were preserved by the humanity
of the Jews and foreign settlers in: the township, who secreted
them. The men were some of those who had brought in their
arms, and surrendered, in pursuance of the proclamation. It is
more likely that the savages acted from their own love of blood,
and the resentment of their own wrongs, than that they should
have been instigated by the Dutch Government: the effect,
however, was the same. The insurgents represented it as the
act and deed of the Council,...as an example. of the general
massacre which -would have been perpetrated, had not they by
their insurrection” prevented it. The accusation was readily be-

fg‘:f; f‘i}"l‘g lieved; and the Portugueze of the Northern Captaincies, seeing

%euk,o_;', that there was no security in submission, became eager for an

»6. opportunity of joining their countrymen in arms.

Theinswr-  While the patriots were in a state of fury with the horror

gents take o 3 x 5 %
rostat Mo~ which: this massacre excited, intelligence came that Haus, hav-

te das Ta-

wcas. jng formed his junction with Blaar, had ascertained the place of
July 31.their encampment, and was preparing to attack them. Covas
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was ‘a good post for concealment, not for defence; they re- CH;P.
moved therefore to the Monte das Tabocas, about nine leagues =~
to the westward of Recife; a spot chosen by Cardozo, who 1645.
knew the country well, and whose sound judgment was mani-
fested by the choice. The hill derived its name from a species
of thick and thorny canes, so called. The river Tapicura, a
small stream, except, as now, in the rainy season, flows near it
on the west ; a level ground, opening to the south, and about
half a mile in length, lay between the river and a thicket of
these canes, which surrounded the whele mount with an impe-
netrable rampart, about fifty feet in thickness. Between this
and the foot of the eminence there intervened a second but
smaller glade, and then again a second thicket of tabocas ; the
top of the hill was covered on the south with trees, which form-
ed in themselves a strong place of defence, and were strengthen-
ed by an onter row of these formidable canes. Along the east-
ern side was an old cart-track, made when Brazil-wood was cut
in these wilds, but now forgotten and overgrown, through long
disuse. About a league and a half to the north was a chapel,
dedicated to S. Antonius the Great, from whom the settlers in
that district looked for protection against the wild beasts by
which it was infested ; and here also were a few mud houses, to
which their owner had given the appellation of the City of Bra-
ga, naming it thus sportively after himself, and in fond recollec-
tion of his birth-place in the mother country.

Joam Fernandes, leaving an outpost in some sugar-works a mf"
few miles distant, encamped upon this mount. His own quarters ;e
were fixed upon the summit, and on the sides tents were spread
and huts erected, to shelter the men from the rain. His first bu-
siness having been thus to provide for the troops, the second was
characteristic both of the individual and of the people whom he

VOL. II. P

Cast. Lus.
6. 16.
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CHAP. commanded. A priest, by name Manoel de Moraes,® who had

€23 abjured popery under the protection of the Dutch Goverament,

1645. and now preached as a Calvinistic divine, happened to live at
no great distance ; and Fernandes sent a detachment expressly
to apprehend him. 'The attempt succeeded, and Moraes was
brought into the insurgents’ camp. ~Having no inclination for
martyrdom, he threw himself at the Governor’s feet, and pro-
tested that his apostacy had proceeded not from an error of
judgement, but only from corruption of heart; that he had indeed
yielded to the lust of the flesh, but that his reason had never
been perverted. - According to the morals of the Catholic church
this was an extenuation of his offence; he was accepted as a
repentant sinner, and his reconciliation to the faith. was regarded
by the general and by the army as an appropriate’ token of a

o ’@"1':5.'“ " victory soon to be achieved over their heretical enemies.

Murmursin - 'Lhed traitors in his. army were still ' planning his ‘destruc-

e tion. They took advantage: of the delay of Camaram - and
Diaz to aggravate the impatience of the troops, and provoke
them, if possible, to mutiny. ¢ Where were these long-ex-
peeted succours? or rather, were there any succours to ex-
pect? Was it not from the first a fable without foundation,
devised by Joam Fernandes, for the purpose of seducing them
from their peaceful homes, and making them the tools and vie-
tims of ' his own  desperate ambition”  They even talked
among those who were most discontented, or most hopeless,
that it would be well to fall upon him, and punish him at once
with death, and then they might return to Recife, with the cer-

* He is said to*have written, while in Holland, a History of America, from
which Jan de Laet derived many good materials for his Novis Orbis. '
Pinto de Sousa. Bibl. Hist. de Portugal, No. 67,
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tainty ‘of pardon and reward. ~Fernandes was informed of all CHAP.

their purposes ; this was no time for punishing them ; he there- ﬂ

fore ‘affected not to know the designs of his enemies, but care- 1645.

fully kept thém at a’ distance, doubled his guards, and quartered

Cardozo near his own tent. While he took these precautions

against the traitors, he endeavoured to quiet the impatience of

the army, by sending off a detachment of forty men to meet

Camaram and Diaz, and guide them to the encampment, . . thus T

implying that he knew them to be near at hand. 6.§18.
‘Haus, mean’t"iihe, after his junction ‘with Blaar, had received The Dutck

all the reinforcements which could be spared from Recife ; for

the Council rightly considered, that the preservation of their

conquests might possibly depend upon their first successes, and

that it would never be so easy to strike an effectual blow against

the insurgents as at this' time. The Dutch general had with Neuor,

him fifteen hundred European troops, well armed, thoroughly

disciplined, and accustomed to consider themselves superior to

an enemy whom they ‘had so often defeated: he had alsoa

considerable Indiau force, and many of the slaves who followed

for the service of the camp, were armed in case of need. *Joam

Fernandes had decamped so secretly from the Covas, that Haus

was uninformed of his movements, and expected to surprize

him there. Provoked at the disappointment, he set fire to an

Ingenio there,” of which the buildings are described as sump-

tuous. A Portugueze centinel, who was posted upon an emi-

nence, observed the smoke, and hastened to inform the Gover-

nor. While he was sending off a reconnoitring party, a soldier

arrived with intelligence that the outpost was engaged with the

réar of the Dutch army, and that notwithstanding their inferio-

rity in numbers, their knowledge of the country and their posi-

tion in the woods enabled them to make head. Joam Fernan-

des then sent orders to the commandey to fall back to the 6% 5"
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CHAP. Monte das Tabocas, where he had determined to await the

o~
1045.
Baitle of

Monte das
Tabocas,

Aug. 3.

(ast, Lus.

enemy.

The Portugueze were under arms, and ready for action, when
a sharp firing was heard, and the scouts were driven in; the
enemy, they said, were approaching, and preparing to cross the
river. Cardozo had cut three openings in the outer cane thick-
et, and laid an ambush in each. The governor remained with
his guard in reserve upon the summit, from whence he could
see the whole fight, and send succour wherever it should most
be needed. Fagundes with his company was ordered to dispute
the passage of the Tapicura, and when that could be done no
longer, lead the Dutch on toward the ambuscades. The banks of
the river were covered with wood, and Haus poured a heavy
fire among the trees, for the double purpose of dispersing any
troops who might be posted there, and of passing the stream
under cover of the smoke. Fagundes disputed the passage,
resisted the Dutch step by step after they had effected it, and
thus fighting and retreating drew them on. They were now
skirting the canes, and seeking a way through ; when Cardozo,
who had placed himself as soon as the action began in the first
ambush, opened his fire upon them, and every shot took effect.
Enraged at their loss, they pushed on, and received the fire of
the seecond ambush, which checked their ardour: the second
battalion came up and joined them, and their numbers being
thus increased, the fire of the third ambush proved more de-
structive than either of the former. They fell back at this;
Joam Fernandes saw them from the summit; his eagerness.
mastered him ... At them,” he cried, ¢ Portugueze ! sword in
hand! for God is with us ”  And he would have sallied against
them with the reserve, if his cooler friends had not interposed,
and by means of Cardozo, whose experience gave him all the
authority of command, prevented him from executing his rash

6. £ 21—2, purpose.
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The Dutch had been severely galled, but they were neither CHAP.
broken nor dispirited. They fell back to form a new disposi- }V}L
tion, and the Portugueze, rushing forward, attacked them on 1645.
both flanks ; their superior force enabled them to divide into
three bodies, and while two of these repelled the patriots, the
third made for the passage through the canes.  The ambushes
again opened upon them ; but they were now prepared for this :
they poured in their fire toward the place from whence the shot
proceeded, and many of the patriots fell. Here Joam Paez
Cabral was wounded, a man of noble family, of the name, and
probably the lineage, of the discoverer of Brazil. His men
would have borne him from the field ; but he exclaimed ¢ It is
nothing ... at them again! Christ’s faith for ever!” and ad-
vancing again to the fight, he received a second shot, which was
mstantly mortal. Here also the Alferez Joam de Matos died,
whose father had already lost three sons in the wars of Pernam-
buco ; the moment he fell, his body was seized by the Indians,
and cut in pieces. A second time would Joam Fernandes have
hastened to the scene of action, . . not now in the joy of victory,
but to prevent defeat: he was withheld by Father Figueiredo,
and the important warning that the ball of a traitor would fly
with surer aim than that of an enemy. So much was this ap-
prehended, that his chosen guard never left him, and when Car-
dozo went into the field, Figueiredo had returned from it to
watch over the Governor, and hold him back by force if he
should attempt to enter the battle. The enemy were now visi-
bly gaining ground. Oune of the Priests arose in the moment of
danger: ¢ Sirs and Portugueze,” he said with a loud voice,
‘ here we are, with death before our eyes. If there be any man
among us who is at enmity with another, let him now be recon-
ciled to his neighbour: and if any have his conscience troubled
with sin, let him confess forthwith, and make his peace with
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cHAP. God, that God in his mercy may help us in this our need.”

XX.
e

1645.

Val. Lucs
200,

Cast. Lus,
6, 4 23—,

The Priests then hastened to the hottest of the fight, with the
sword in one hand and the crucifix in the other. They ab-
solved the dying, they heard the hasty confession of the living,
and they fought with all the ardour of generous patriotism, and
all the ferocity of inveterate zeal. Moraes, whom the Gover-
nor, by help of the gallows, had so lately reclaimed from Cal-
vinism, particularly disting