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PREFATORY. 

THERE have been so many political revolutions in 
some of the South American states, accompanied by cruel 
acts of military despots, that I fear our busy people in 
the U nited States have acquired an unfavorable impres
sion of almost the whole of South America. It is desir
able, however, as satisfying the demands of a hlgh order 
of intelligence, that they should have discriminating and 
correct views of the different races and countries on their 
own continent. Especially a country like Brazil, nearly 
as la:rge in ten·itory as the U nited States, peopled by de
scendants of the hlgh-spirited and industrious Portuguese, 
and containing thirteen million inhabitants, is well worth 
knowing by Americans. Our young Americans in par
ticular ought tq be ~ncouraged to cultivate a better knowl
edge of such foreign countries, both in the interests of 

f 
trade and of peace. For a people who can have great 
infl.uence in maintaining peacé there is scarcely any de
partment of knowledge that is more elevated. Richard 
Cobden wrote a book to disabuse the minds of bis coun
trymen of their delusions and prejudices in reg!IJ'd ·to 
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Russia. Although I lack the ability of that most clear and 
eloquent writer, still I hope I may be able to present 
some facts in respect to the present situation of Brazil 
which will be both instructive and entertaining to general 
readers. My · object is to answer such questiona as an 
intelligent American would be likely to ask in regard to 
Brazil. 

My means of acquaintance with that empire are prin
cipal1y derived from a residence of three years at Rio ·de 
Janeiro, its capital, while employed in the service of the 
United States Government, during which period I made 
a few journeys into the interior. My consular office was 
situated in the busiest part of the great commercial city 
of Rio de Janeiro, and i ts duties brought me in to frequent 
personal intercourse with the leading business houses and 
with many of the best-informed people of the country. 
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BIBLI~ 

BRAZIL: 
·ITS OONDITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

VOY·AGE TO BRAZIL. 

AT the time I left the U nited States for Brazil, in 
the summer of 1882, there was no regular line of passen
ger -steamers runuing between N ew Y ork and Rio de 
Janeiro. The old American line had ceased, and the 
present one had not commenced. The consequence was, 
that our voyage to Brazil was by the way of Europe, 
while the voyage home was from Rio to New York on 
one of the new American steamers. I embarked with 
my wife and daughter ou the N orth-German Lloyd's 
steamship Oder, and, after a p\easant passage, landed at 
Southampton, whence we went /by steamer to Havre, and 
thence overland to Lisbon, stopping a few days at Paris, 
Madrid, and Lisbon. It was particularly interesting to 
visit Portugal before going to the empire which it had 
planted. W e had been so well pleased with the German 
steamer, that we took one of the same company's ships 
for the passage from Lisbon to Rio, the Graf Bismarck, 
Captain Thallenhorst commanding, on which we em-
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barked out in the calm waters of the Tagus the lovely 
afternoon of August 5th. W e made the voyage to Rio in 
twenty-one days, and were favored with pleasant weather 
and a comparatively smooth sea ali tbe way. There 
were only tbree or foUl' cabin- passengers besides OUl'-

. selves, and we were fav01·ed with an abundance of room. 
The fourth day out we landed at one of the Canary Isl
ands, upon which t1;tere is very grand mountain scenery. 
W e spent a short time in its capital city, Santa Cruz, 
where the steamer took upward of a hundred immigrant 
passengers bound for one of the River Plate cotmtries. 
August 22d, we landed and spent about half a day at 
Bahia, Brazil's capital in early colonial times, and now 
her second city. It bas a striling situation on red land~ 
which rises abruptly a bundred feet or more above tbe 
water. A small park overlooking the sea, and :filled with 
tall palms and large shade-trees, is one of the :first objects 
tbat arrest attention in approaching the city from the 
north. As we proceeded down the Brazilian coast, a range 
o:f green mountains SOIJ?-e distance inland could frequently 
be seen. From time to time, as we got a little nearer land, 
cultivated plantations were visible. N earer the sea were 
low hj.lls, with a strip of white sand always bordering 
the shore. We arrived o:ff Rio de Janeiro before sun
rise, Saturday, August 26th, and, being awakened for the 
purpose, arose and went to the captain's bridge to observe 
the scenery on entering the port. It was very pictUl'esque 
aud pleasing, though the more distant mountains were 
somewhat obscUl'ed by clouds. The granite cone, called 
the Sugar-Loaf, was among the nearest prominent objects. 
A chain of irregular mountains seemed to inclose the har
bor of Rio, and from one point of view the captain pointed 
out how the summits formed the :figUl'e of a man repos-
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ing, of which, if I recollect right, the Sugar-Loaf was the 
féet. The scenery, though not of the sublime cast of 
towering mountains, was, nevertheless, striking. On en
tering the ample harbor the scene continually increased 
in interest until the anchor was dropped. An extensive 
city, sparkling in the morning sun, lay stretched at great 
length along the scalloped sh01·e of the bay, covering sev
era! hills in its limits, and extending to the very slopes 
of the tree-covered mountains. Botafogo Bay, the Gloria 
Hill, anel the church bn its top, Santa Theresa Hill, the 
Public Garden, the towers of the Cathedral--these were 
some of the objects that were :first pointeel out to us. 
There, sure enough, was Rio de Janeiro, the greatest city 
of South America, an i:nteresting and attractive place, no 
doubt, yet still a city frequently scourgeçl with the elreadeel 
yellow fever ; there was the city which wás to be our new 
home-for how long'? 

It was about nine o'clock when we went ashore. We 
:first walkeel to the office of the steamship company, anel 
from there took a carriage to om· hotel, feeling, of course, 
grateful for having accomplished so long a joUl'ney in 
safety. 

There hael been nothing o:f special interest in OUl' 
passage from Lisbon. I was usually awakened before 
sunrise every morning by the seamen washing off the 
deck, and hearing the pigs, which were carried fo1· sub
sistence, scam pering about on deck at the same time, a 
freedom they had while their pens were being washed. 
Our meals were not taken elown-stairs in the cabin, but in 
a pleasant room forward opening from the deck. Break
fast was at eight o'clock, consisting of a gooel beefsteak, 
:fried potatoes, good coffee or· tea, anel breael anel fresh 
eggs ; dinner at 2 P. :r.r. and tea at about dark. The after-



10 BRAZIL: ITS OONDITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

deck was ample for walking, or pitchlng quoits, and was 
protected :from the sun by an awning. Over the room 
where we ate was also a sma1l deck, with awning, near 
to and about on a levei with the o:fficers' bridge, and 
which was a favorite place for sitting and reading or 
lounging, as the prospect from it was extensive and the 
atmosphere agreeable. There were a :few nights or parta 
of nights when the heat was oppressive in our state-rooms. 
W e could generally, however, keep the round small win
dow in each state-room open or partly open, but it was 
sometimes hazardoua to do so. One night, when I had 
left the window open in my room, a wave carne against 
the ship, dashing fully two buckets o:f water in upon me 
as I was lying in my berth sound asleep. Another night 
one of our European :fellow-passengers had a similar ex
perience. 

The crew was composed o:f steady, sensible Germans, 
including some boys who have very good prospects, as, by 
sticking to their profession, and talcing pains to acquire 
theoretical as well as practical knowledge o:f navigation, 
they may look forward some day to become masters o:f 
just such a steamship as the Bismarck. In crossing the 
equator a part of an afternoon is devoted to a bit o:f frolic 
to initiate such seamen as are crossing the line for the 
:first time. On thls occasion on our steamer there was a 
grotesque procession, after which the candidates were 
subjected to a mock operation o:f shaving, and, by some 
slip of their seat, found themselves sprawling in a tub o:f 
water. The whole concluded by the captain treating all 
hands to beer. The only dispute or quarrel, and that 
not serious, whlch occurred on the voyage, was between a 
couple of the seamen after this hour or so of fun. 

Oompetent ship-masters agree that the voyage between 
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the U nited States and Brazil is easy and pleasant as com
pared with that across the N orth Atlantic. As Oaptain 
Beers says, "it is a yacht-excursion." In coming from 
N ew Y ork to Rio de Janeiro and returning, the weather 
and sea as a rule are favorable, a fact important both to 
merchants and to those who travei for recreation and in
struction. 

The United States and Brazil Mail Steamship Oom
pany began running their line of new passenger-steam
ships between N ew Y ork and Rio de Janeiro in 1883; 
and in October, 1886, commenced the extension of 
their line to Montevideo with their new steamship Alli
auca. T_,eaving their dock at Brooklyn, tbese steamers 
proceed on every voyage to N ewport N ews, Virgínia, 
where they take on their supply of conl and a cargo of 
flour, and leave the latter place the evening of the third 
day aiter starting from Brooklyn. They pass about one 
hundred and :fifty miles west of the Bermudas, and in the 
com·se of :five days arrive in the :fine harbor of the green 
niountain-island of St. Thomas-an island which Presi
dent Lincoln bought of Denmark by a treaty which the 
Senate refused to ratify. There, a hnndred black people, 
yonng and old, male and female, bring coal aboard the 
ship in baskets, which they can-y on their heads, working 
almost on the jump. Peddlers of coral hover about the 
ship in their boats; also, youthful swimmers, who, to 
make a little money and divert the passengers, will dive 
and bring up any small silver coin · that the latter may be 
willing to throw into the water. 

From St. Thomas the steamer is a little less than two 
days in reaching Barbadoes, a beautiful undulating and 
exceedingly fertile island, covered with plantations of 
sugar-cane and numerously dotted with dwellings. It is 
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a favorite resort for visitors, has a good modem hotel, 
and living on the island is very cheap. From Barbadoes 
to Pará, Brazil's rising city of the Amazon V alley, occu
pies from four to :five days. Passengers will generally 
wish to visit this and the other Brazilian cities at which 
the steamer calls, but before doing so it may be best to 
consult the surgeon on board. The steamer usually runs 
from Pará to Maranham in a day and a half ; ~Tom Mn.
ranham to Pernambuco, an important city and center of 
the sugar-trade, in three anda half days; from Pernambuco 
to Bahia, in two and a half days ; and from Bahia to Rio 
de Janeiro, in three days. If you are fond of oranges, 
always lay in a supply at Bahia. No good ones are to be 
had at the ports north of Bahia. From Rio to N ew Y ork 
there are British steamships leaving weekly, some of 
which have good passenger accommodations. A person 
of leisure, or traveling for health, would :find a passage 
pleasant on some of the sailing-packets which run regu
larly between .Baltimore and Rio, ·a few of which some
times make four round voyages in the course of the year. 

A sailing-vessel leaving one of om Atlantic ports, 
bound for Brazil, usually steers east a great distance to get 
into the trade-winds blowing from the northeast to the 
southwest. She goes east for this purpose nearly half
way across the Atlantic, then southeasterly to about the 
twenty-eighth degree of latitude; from there she is car
ried along by the northeast trade-wind to the tenth or :fifth 
degree of latitude north of the equator, according to the 
season, after which there are light, variable winds till 
about the second degree north of the equator, when the 
southeast trade-winds may be expected, and which take 
the vessel to about the nineteenth degree of latitude south 
of the equator ; after which there are variable winds to 
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Rio de Janeiro. The average crossing of the equator is 
at longitude 32° west. 

As the "torrid zone " extends some twenty-three de
grees on each side of the equator, and as the common un
derstl:l!nding of the word " t0rrid " is violent heat, it is no 
wonder that people have a wrong impression of the char
acter of the weather at sea in the neighborhood of and 
'even under the equator. It is not oppressivêly hot. On 
the contrary, there is generally a refreshing breeze, and 
the nights are often cool enough for passengers to re
qu:ire a blanket for cover in their perths while sleeping. 

·I believe there is nothing particu1arly noteworthy as 
to the phenomena in the vicinity of the equa.tor and 
. through the "torrid" zone, except that the weather may 
toward· evening be h.abitually cloudy and look threatening, 
and soon clear up and become bright starlight. The 
water when agitated displays at night much brilliant phos-

. phm·escent light. During the day the sight of one or 
two sailing-vessels at a distance, also the frequently seen 
":fl.ying-:fish/' are about aU that would interrupt the mo
notony. Going south from the equator, say in August, one 
soon misses the " Great Dipper." The Southern Cross, a 
constellation of but four stars, is then seen in the southern 
heavens early in the evening. The Scorpion is directly 
overhead, and at two or three o'clock in the morning 
Orion is visible just above the eastern horizon. The dis
tance from N ew Y ork to Rio de J aneir0 direct is fi v e 
thousand miles; consequently steamships that average 
twelve miles an hour, a reasonable speed, would make the 
voyage in seventeen days; but, calling as they usually do 
at severa! intermediate ports, the time is extended :five or 
six days. 

2 



CHAPTER II. 

GETTING TO HOUSEKEEPING. 

Ü.ARsoN's English Hotel, at which we stopped, is 
handily located on the Rua Catête, the street-caTs pass
ing it every :five minutes. In size and arcbitectme it is 
unpretentious, but has a large lawn and gal'den in the 
rear, entirely secluded from the street by one of those 
high walls which still inclose many old dwelling-sites. It 
is an orderly and popular family hotel. If there are 
lady guests, a maid taps at the chamber-door about eight 
in the morning and hands in a pot of black co:ffee, a 
pitcher of hot milk, some rolls and butter. This is ex
pected to sustain nature till you are chessed and come to 
the ordinary eating-room, where breakfast is served from 
nine, or a little before, till twelve. The earthen water
bottle, which I shall further :.Uong describe, set on its 
own little platter and placed at convenient distances along 
the center of the table, forros a part of what is usually 
on every dining-table. There are dishes of oranges and 
bananas. The steak, or chop, is broiled after you give 
your o.rder. You may need to wait :fifteen minutes for 
yolll' break:fast ; but be patient, and you will be treated 
all the better. The servants have been long in the house, 
and have been accustomed to wait on Brazilian magnates 
and their families, who are usually very polite; anel if 
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transient guests are irritable, they are themselves the 
losers. 

It being our purpose to go to housekeeping as soou as 
convenient a:fter reaching Rio, one of the first things to 
occupy our attention was to search for a suitable house. 
W e had got the impression that, to be secure against yel
low fever, one should reside on elevated gro1md-say on 
either the Gloria or the Santa Theresa Hill. W e :first 
looked, therefore, at houses on both these hills, ma,king 
the ascent on foot, in ve1'Y warm weather, several times to 
do so, and saw some very fair houses, commanding a splen
did view o.f the harbor and the mountain scenery on the 
opposite side, bu.t they were so di.ffi.cult of access that we 
were reluctant to take · either one; and :finally learning, 
what I l1ave since become satis:fied is the truth, that those 
localities are no more exempt from the fever than some 
other parts of ,_the city less elevated, we began to look 
elsewhere. W e visited houses in the favo1ite districts 
of São Ohristovão, Botafogo, and Larangeiras; and, :finally, 
a desirable new house was pointed out to me by Mr. 
Rainsford, an old resident and former United States 
vice-consu1, at No. 143 Rua das Larangeiras, which I 
hired (of course, unfurnished) at one thousand dolla,Ts per 
year. 

W e had visited over a dozen vacant houses altogether, 
and in this way had obtained information about the inside 
of Brazilian houses that we otherwise would not have had. 
What I saw in this regard impressed me that sleeping
rooms in the older houses frequently lack windows-roere 
dark alcov~s being used for that purpose; that the kitch
ens are very small ; and that the quarters for servants are 
either dark basement-rooms under the principal rooms, or 
else are in small, detached buildings without windows. 
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There were things, sometimes, in sanitary regards that 
were shocking. 

W e had got in to our new house and settled at house
keeping inside of thre~ weeks after our arrival at Rio. 
N either carpets no r furniture with woolen or upholstered 
covers are common in Brazilian houses, though there is 
nothing in the climate to prevent their use- for moths 
are no more troublesome in Brazil than in the United 
States ; but not uncommonly a large rug is used to cover 
the middle part of the parlor-:fl.oor. ·For the," most part, 
the house furniture is cane-seated, with wood-work of rose
wood, mahogany, or some other reddish-colored wood of 
the country. The sofa has a high back, and is a neat and 
substantial piece of fumiture. Two rows of about three 
chairs each, facing, aTe placed at right angles to the sofa, 
forming a little avenue to it. The sofa, about a dozen 
chaiTs, including two arm-chairs, and t)YO cabinets, or 
" dunkerquerks," with marble tops and mirrored doors, 
will cost about .fi.ve hundred dollars. This will answer as 
a specimen for a part of the furniture in bouses of the 
middle class. Of course, ricb upholstered furniture is 
found in the dwellings o~ the wealtby. In damp and hot 
weather, clothing and books gather mold, and should be 
frequently looked after and exposed to the sun. 

There is no trouble about stoves or furnaces. I know 
only one house in Rio provided with heating accommo
dations. The stoves for cooking are put in as a part of 
the house. The fuel consists of wood obtain.ed in the vi
cinity, and comes in small bundles of slender split sticks, 
three feet long, each bundle being about a foot in diame
ter. The numerous grocery-shops, or "vendera," furnish 
and deliver them; but they can generally be obtained 
more economically by the cart-load from wood-dealers. 
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The majority of the people live from hand to mouth, 
and buy their supplies from day to day at the handiest 
shop; others buy a month's supply of groceries from , 
some dealer down town. The bread made by the bakers 
in Rio js so good that no family thinks of baking its own 
bread. Beef is bought fl<esh every morning, and is gener-
ally good. The slaughter of beef-creatures takes place 
severa! miles out of the city, under government super
VlSIOn. The meat is brought into the city on the railroad 
before evening, and, just before dark, great, heavy, closed 
wagons, drawn by four mu1es, go rumbling till:ough the 
city and deliver the beef in quarters at the numerous 
meat-shops. By ten o'c1ock in the moming the ret~1er 
has generally sold out ali of his stock, though after that 
a few pieces may be seen hanging up at his door. Ice is 
rather a dear luxnry, though it is now manufactured ex
tensively at Rio. Families get a1ong, however, yery well 
without ice, by cooking their meat the day it is bought, 
and keeping the food in perforated zinc-paneled, movable 
cupboards - a most useful article of pantry furniture, 
which I have only seen in Brazil. 

Fresh pork is regarded in Rio as a luxury. The salt 
pork of the country is good, and comes in a dry conclition 
in heavy rolls. Poultry is sold ali ve through fear of dis
ease. Turkeys are driven in flocks and peddled at a high 
price ; the drivers, at a slow pace and in a singing tone, ad
vertising as they go. There are numerous cow-stables ali 
through the city, and milk is delivered in bottles hy men 
afoot, though a few carts are making a beginning. It is 
also common to drive cows around singly in the morning, 
and to milk at the door the quantity a famHy may require. 
In such cases the calf is allowed to accompany the cow, 
but is subjected to a muzzle. This dairy business app~ars 
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to be in the hands of the Portuguese; anel the frequent 
sight of these cows led about through the streets by in
nocent, country-looking youths, in some cases quite fresh 
from the valleys of Portugal, gives Rio a rustic feature 
which is pleasant. 

Of family subsistence, more things are of foreign pro
duction than would, at :first thought, be supposed. Butter 
comes in tin cans from Denmark, or some other foreign 
country ; lard from the U nited States ; potatoes and ou
íons from Portugal. N either green corn, green peas, nor 
tomatoes to any extent, are found in the Rio market. 
There is a fair supply of severa] kinds of delicate sea-:fish, 
anel. the best way to procure them is to go direct to the 
principal market, rather than depend on :fish-peddlers, 
whose presence can often be known by the sense of smell. 
The mero, one of the best, is a thick fish with black skin, 
without scales, costing forty cents a pound, anel grows 
to the size of two hundred pounds. The badejo is an
other dark- skinned :fish, without scales, anel attains a 
weight of sixty pounds. The roballo has scales of the 
color of the shad, a black stripe on each side, and Iooks 
like our salt-water striped bass; its ordinary weight is 
about seven pounds. The curvina is reddish-colored, has 
thick, hard scales, which have to be shaved o:lf, with an 
outer skin, anel weighs about six pounds. This, anel the 
vermelho, are similar to the red snapper of the Gulf of 
Mexico in appearance, and in the delicacy anel firmness of 
their flesh. N early ali the fish are caught in the Bay of Rio 
de Janeiro, into w hich they come from the sea, thol1gh 
some are taken outside as far as Cape Frio, eighteen hours 
distant by sail. The mero and badejo are caught on1y 
with the hook. 

The metric system of weights and measures is in use, 
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and meat, :fish, and groceries are bougbt by the kilogramme 
of two and twenty hunch-edths pounds. The unit for the 
measure of money is the mih·eis-thousand reis-on the 
same principie as ü we in the United States were to indi
cate our money in mills, and in writing a dollar should 
say one thousand mills. In figures the Brazilians write a 
milreis thus, 1$000. Five btmdre.d reis, or half a mih-eis, 
they write $500, and a conto--one thousand milreis-
1,000$000. There are nickel one hundred and two bun
dred reis-pieces, the fust wortb about fom· cents and the 
latter eight cents. There are also copper pieces of which 
:five are equal to a htmdred reis. The Brazilian mih·eis in 
gold has the value of :fifty-four and six tenths cents. _ But 
neither gold nor silver is in circulation. All of the money 
consista of irredeemable legal-tender Government notes 
which have for years been continually depreciating in 
value till in 1885 the milreis, in paper: was worth only 
about thirty-six cents. It rose-to the value of forty cents 
the first half of 1886. This sort of money in a country 
a:ffects business just on the same principie as if the length 
of the yardstiek were to change from week to week. 

The average wages of servants in good families are 
about forty-:five milreis, say sixteen dollars, per month. 
Some of the best servants are slaves, who are owned and 
have l>een trained by people of the upper class. The 
wages of such servants ali go to the owner.- The Portu
guesa generally make industrious and reliable servants, and 
are very commonly employed in such capacity. They do 
not expect to make or receive many visits; and they are 
usually bright, cheerful, and respectful. As the halls, 
stairs, and floors, especially in dining-rooms, are uncar
peted, there is considerable scrubbing to be done, and that 
ia done by men on their lmees. A man-servant of some 
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of the wealthier families will rise daily as early as :tive 
and go to the market, two mHes distant, to buy what is 
needed for the table in the way of :fish, meat, vegetables, 
and frillt. · But, ordinarily, your man-servant rises at six, 
and in a pair of slip-shod slippe1·s goes to the nearest meat
shop for the day's supply; while the meat is being cut, he 
steps into the shop of the adjoining grocer and buys a 
morning journal, the columns of which he enjoys reading 
as much as any one. H he feels like it, he indulges in a 
small glass of the spirits of tbe country. On bis retum 
to the bouse, in tbe com·se of ten or :fifteen minutes, he 
blacks your boots, sweeps the dining-room and hall, per
haps _washes off the steps and sidewalk in front, sets the 
table for breakfast, cleans the parrot-cage, and generally 
continues occupied tbrough the day, taking a few whiffs 
from a cigarette at intervals. 

There is in commou use in Brazil, as well as in Span
ish America and in Portugal and Spain, an earthen bottle 
(caUed in Brazil nwrirng~te) for holding drinking-water, 
which is very serviceable, and would form a most useful 
addition to ,A.merican housebold utensils in wa1·m weather, 
as it keeps water fresh and cool a long time. It is like
wise a very picturesque object, being in the forro of an 
ancient Greek pattern, of which a specimen, ali but the 
stopper, is given in Plate XXVIII, page 234, of Eastlake's 
"Household Taste," under the head of " Greek toilet
ware." The lower part of tbis bottle is bulbous in forro, 
about eight inches in diameter, the neck four or :tive 
inches long, so as to be conveniently grasped by the hand, 
and one and a half inch in diameter at the mou..th. The 
stopper is hollow, with a neat circular cap top. The bot
tom is :fl.at, and it js usually set ou a small plate of the 
same material-tbe whole of a deep Indian-red color. 
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The quality o:f being unglazed gi-ves it the power to keep 
water cool. Being used also with a stopper, as it always 
should be, it pre-vents the water from absorbing the im
purities o:f the atmosphere; it also excludes insects ; and 
for these reasons, and because it keeps the water cool, it 
would be a -vast improvement on our open pitchers. In 
the sick-chamber at night it would prov-e especially valu
able. Its introduction into our country would also tend 
to do away with the use of ice-water. These bottles are 
all made by hand, and beautifully shaped by the eye, from 
a lump of moist and prepared clay, while re-volving rap
idly on a little table which the workman keeps in motion 
by a crank worl~ed with his foot. They are retailed singly, 
with the plate, at less than :fifty cents. Glazed and fancy 
painted bottles are often to be seen on the tables of res
taurants and hotels, but they do not keep the water cool, 
nor are they as picturesque as the unglazed bottles. No 
family undertakes to do without the latter. 



CHAPTER III. 

RIO .A.ND ITS PEOPLE. 

WHILE the :first rude huts were being built where 
N ew Y ork now stands, Rio de Janeiro, the commercial 
and política! capital of Brazil, had been settled over :fifty 
years. It is situated as far south as Havana is north of 
the equator, and has now a population of nearly half a 
million, it being the largest city, outside of the U nited 
States, on the American Continent. It is the seat of half 
the foreign commerce of the empire, has a navy-yard, 
arsenal, several ship-yards, cotton- mills, foundries, and 
other manufactures. If one of our la.rger ships of war 
needed repairs while in the South Atlantic, it could :find 
only at Rio a sufficiently large dry-dock. The glory of 
the city is its splendid harbor, four miles wide by twelve 
miles long, and into which the la.rgest ships can enter with 
ease and lie in safety. The city is built on one side of 
the bay which forros this harbor, with wooded and peaked 
mountains in the immediate ba.ckground, whose spm·s 
and foot-hills, in placas, press down aJmost to the water's 
edge, forming headlands between which are smaller, cres
cent-shaped bays. The older part of the city is on low, :flat 
land, where the streets are straight and naiTow. Withiu 
the preBent city limits are twenty hills, some of which are 
quite prominent anel covered with buildings. The prin
cipal hill is Santa Theresa. Ou the Gloria. are a white 
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church of the same name, anel a few villas amiel scattered 
royal palms; on the Castle ffill are the ooservatory anel 
shipping telegraph station, while the Saude Hill is covereel 
with old anel cheap elwellings. Two or three other hills 
are noticeable as the sites of old anel rather dingy-looking 
convents. Others, again, are about in their naturalstate, 
clothed with bushes anel trees, though here anel there are 
considerable areas of green grass. Granite-quarrying is 
going on extensively at the base anel sides of several hills. 

From the Botanical Garden, situatecl at the foot of the 
Corcovado Mountain, arounel to the foot of the Tijuca 
Mountains, the distance is about ten miles, all of which is 
built up. The whole of this distance can be travelecl in 
street-cars, anel the trip woulel give one many interesting 
views anel a fair ielea of the city. Another interesting 
riele on the street-cars would be to Ponte Caju, anel past 
the cemetery of that name. It is a p1·omontory, at the end 
o:f which the Emperor has his hunting-park, but which, 
I imagine, he seldom visits. A. still more interesting trip 
on the street-cars is up the inclined plane in cars pnlled 
by a cable anel statjonary engine on the Santa Theresa Hill, 
anel to the new reservoir, the view from which is fine. 

The best view of Rio anel its sun·oundings is obtaineel 
from the top of the Corcovado Mountain, two thousanel 
:feet high, situated about :five miles from the custom
house. Thougb connected with the Tijuca group of 
mountains, among which are some higher peaks, it is easily 
distingtúshed by its peculiar forro. The side toward the 
sea is a precipitous column of rock for half tbe distance 
down from tbe top- the Botanical Garden lying at tbe 
foot. The opposite side is gradually sloping, clothed 
with forest, anel :from some points of view is thought to 
look like the stooping shoulders of an old man-a fancy 
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which suggested its name. The view from the summit, 
taking in as it does almost the whole extended and h·reg
ular area of the city, with many interesting natural ob
jects, is highly pleasing. Like Na pies, as seen from the 
hill of St. Elmo, the levei part of the city resembles a 
plane of tiled roofs, with steeples and domes interspersed, 
yet studded with several bright-green hills dotted with 
buildings and trees. In the direction of the Emperor's 
residence, some six miles distant, and which seems to 
stand amid an undu1ating, verdant park, are large tracts 
of vacant, levei, and grass-covered land, showing what an 
extensi ve area remah1s for the city to be built up<,>n far
ther up the bay. Beyond . these in the distance are to be 
seen the Organ and Petropolis Mountains, though they 
are frequently obscured by the clouds. The blue Atlan
tic, visible as far as the eye can reach, the sur:f rolling 
over white beaches near the foot oi the mountain, the few 
scattered islands near the shore, the Sugar-Loaf and other 
prominent heights near the entrance of the harbor, the 
capacióus harbor itself with its numerous vessels, the old 
city of Nictheroy on tbe opposite side-these are some of 
the many objects upon which the ~ye lingers. A rail
way for most of the way up was opened in the latter part 
of 1884, and completed to the top the next year ; so that 
now, by taking the Larangeiras street-car and the new 
railway connecHng therewith, one can get from the heart 
of the city to the summit in an hour. The area ou the 
summit is about a fifth of an acre, ali granite, and is 
inclosed by a :firm concrete wall At Painehas, two 
thh·ds of the way up, is a fashionable restaurant hotel. 

Is Rio bnilt of wood, of brick, o r of marble? N either. 
It is, however, massively built. The walls of the build
ings are concrete, formed of small pieces of split stone, 
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mortaJ.·, anel an occasional layer of brick, are usually two 
feet thick, anel in some of the olcler public buildings even 
thicker. The color of the walls is frequently white, some
times a brilliant blue, olive-green, or a light red. The 
roofs, fom-sided, of the hip style, are all covered with 
thick, red, oval tiles, anel, there being no chimneys, their 
aspect is clull. To relieve this, the more genteel houses 
have either a balustrade or stuccoed wall around the 
roofs, with statues, vases, Or other figlll'eS on the corners. 
The stories anel windows are high. Balconies are common, 
with smooth granite bottoms, sculptured underneath, be
ing composed of large blocks extending through the thick
ness of the wall, anel lending strength as well as ornament 
to the edifice. The windows in the modem buildings 
open door-fashion, anel are well adapted to the climate. 
They are very secmely fastened at top anel bottom by 
simply one turn of the handle of an iron bolt. Windows 
in tbe lower stories have· strong wooden folding shutters 
inside. In chamber-windows the glass part opens inward 
on hinges, with blinds opening outward. The trimmings, 
such as window-caps, door anel window facings, are of 
smooth granite-the handsome black and white granite so 
abundant at Rio- often perfectly aJ.'ched, anel lend an as
pect of durability as well as of ornaJ.Dent to the building. 
The foundation-walls, to the height of two feet or more, 
aJ.'e of granite. -In some of the stuccoed buildings almost 
too much expense seems to have been devoted to outside 
show. Many houses are in :imitation of reddish marble 
anel very handsome. Some of the inside shutters, of 
black walnut, or those painted white with gilt borders, 
show to advantage through windows of plate-glass. There 
is not much display of cmtains. The front sídes of some 
of the older buildings are wholly or pa1.-tly covered with 

3 
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:fiat porcelain tiles, generally of blue color, like what may 
be seen in Lisbon. There is but one marble building in 
Rio, and that is a sumptuous p1':ivate mansion of reddish 
Italian marble, witl:l splendid grounds extending down to 
the water, and singularly called the "Palace of Tears." The 
Library building of the Portuguese colony, now in course 
of erection, is of white stone from Portugal and of elabo. 
rate Gothic architecture. The new Merchants' Exchange 
is of granite only in the :first story, the upper part being 
of stucco. The fronts of some of the churches are of 
light-colored imported stone. The Mint is a neat build
ing, with Doric granite pillars ; the Marine Hospital (Mise
ricordia) is a stately edi:fice, with a colonnade of imposing 
granite pillars, fronting on the water. The Bank of 
Brazil is a fine granite structure ; likewise the new Medi
cal School. So, also, the Oathedral has a high and hand
some dome. But . generally the public buildings and 
churches are plain. The Imperial Palace is simply re
spectable, yet has a·lovely situation. 

The fashionable private residences are in those parta 
of the city known as Larangeiras and Botafogo, also to 
some extent in São Ohristovão, each about tlu-ee lniles 
from the business center, and reached by street-cars. Of 
these localities Larangeiras is the more elevated. The 
houses of the wealthy are mostly separate, standing in 
delightfril grounds, amid neatly kept lawns, :liower-beds, 
shrubbery of various colora, different vari.eties of trees, 
including often some species of dwarf palm, and groups 
of the clustered, small-stemmed palm of Pará. Some
times there is a row of royal palms in front of the house, 
or there may be an avenue of these pa1ms leading to the 
house. They are seventy to eighty feet high, but seem 
much taller, with tops like gigantic ostrich-plumes and 
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stems perfectly smooth anel symmetrical-the most strik
ing tree o f the tropics. The gron nds o f these h ouses are 
incloseel by an iron fence consisting OI perpendicular ar
row- or spear-pointeel rods set upon a substantial wall OI 
smooth granite, the whole about twelve feet high. But 
the most characteristic, anel, I think, one of the most at
tractive features of the snrronnelings are the gate-pillars 
at the main elriveway or entrance from the street. The 
gates themselves are of iron rods, but the pillars are often 
beautüully proporti.oned shafts of sculptnred granite, sur
mounted by graceful capitais, ou which rests a ball of the 
same material. More commonly the gate-pillars are of 
masonry, two or three feet thick and twelve to :fifteen 
feet high, anel sometimes surmounteel by a vase contain
ing the gilt-borelered cactus, or by a figure of a lion, a 
big pineapple, or a small statue. N ot unusnally they, as 
well as the fence, are covereel with a thick mat OI closely 
trimmed myrtle, or with vines bearing brilliant :fiowers. 
The hollyhock, the begonia, the oleancler, the reel-:fiow
ered eusibius of Mexi.co, anel many other plants, in their 
seasons of bloom attract attention in these various ínclos
ures. Often the entrance to the house is at the side, and, 
instead of there being much grolmd in front, there will be 
a nanow strip extending on one side o:f the house a long 
distance to the rear and wellstocked with orange-trees anel 
shrubbery. One may ride in the open street-cars by some 
of the finer o:f these private resiclences and grounds daíly 
the year rounel, anel look upon theh- bright anel cheerful 
aspect with undiminisheel pleasure. 

Rio has gathered a variety of beautiful :fiowering trees 
from different parts o:f the tropical worlel. There are 
severallarge and tall ones, some bearing purple :fiowers, 
others yellow :fiowers, whose names I do not know ; anel 
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I presume one reason why so few people at Rio know the 
names of the trees is because the species are not native. 
The fl.ambeau, or torch-tree, beariug scarlet blossoms in 
December, is becoming common as a shade-tree. The 
large-leafed o!~apeo do st6l, or umbrella -tree, has been 
planted for shade in many of the streets. .A splendid 
tall tree, with small and very dark green leaves, bearing 
lru:ge red fl.owers in A.ugust and September-the Espa1"
todia exoelsc~ of A.ustralia-may be seen in a few private 
grounds and in the Public Garden. The mango is a large 
native tree, very common, and at a distance resembles a 
spreading oak ; it puts forth msset-colored fl.owers in J uly. 
The tall, thick, yet graceful clusters of bamboo, with 
plume-like tops and always dark green, are a characteristic 
feature of the vegetation. A large and tall shade-tree, 
bearing nuts, with leaves like those of tbe lilac, and wbicb 
small birds love to baunt, is rather common. In the ont
skirts of tbe city around tbe cabins of the poor are plen
tif-ul tbickets of tbe broad-leaved banana. As a whole, it 
is a vegetation that craves and is favored by an abundance 
of sunshine. 

The Public Gru.:den, containing about eight acres; the 
Pru.·k of the Constitution, still larger, and containing a 
fine bronze statue of tbe Emperor's father, surrounded by 
groups of aborígines of heroic size; and the Park of Accla
mation, containing about forty acres, are in the middle pru.·t 
of the city, and welllaid Otlt. In tbe older and lower por
tions of Rio the streets are very narrow ; and the sidewalks, 

·· which are scarcely wide enough for two to go abreast, are 
raised but an incb or two above the street pavement. The 
foot-boards on the sides of some of the street-cars overlap 
these sidewalks a little, and frequently the wheels of heavy 
t~ams driving at a rapid pace invade them, compelling 
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people on foot to dodge into a shop-door to escape being 
run over. These narrow streets are the only thorough
fares of commerce ; and when the export trade is active, 
and great l:largoes of coffee destined to Europe and the 
United States are being moved through them at reckless 
speed, the noise and din of the long trains of loaded wagons 
and of street freight-cars, drawn by mules, with the yell
ing of excited drivers, are intense. These narrow streets 
are behind the times, and altogether unsuitable for the 
great traffic that is done in them. Could Rio be remodeled 
as Paris was by N apoleon III, it would beco me one of the 
finest cities in the world. The city throughout is well 
paved with granite blocks, and is generously lighted by 
gas, the lamps for which are kept scrupulously clean. Elec
tric light is used in some places. Great improvement has 
been made in the past fifteen years, especially in drainage 
.and cleanHness; and improvement is still the order of the 
day, though it is not so rapid nor systematic as it could be 
if there were some leading business men's organization that 
could influence public opinion. An English corporation, 
called the City lmp1·ovement Company, has for several 
years had a contract for making drains, and an extensive 
system o:f drainage is in opemtion and continually increas
ing. The pavement of some of the older streets still 
slopes a little to the center, tm:ough which, during a heavy 
shower, there will run quite a brook. Several of these 
streets, including the much-traveled Ouvidor, may, during 
a beavy rain, be impassable by foot-people for an hour. 
There will be times when the only way to get across them 
will be by a temporary foot-bridge; fixed by some street
porter. A too con.:fident jilmper will now and then land 
in the water, much to the amusement o:f t"b.e by-standers. 
Though not subject to snow blockades, Rio is liable to 
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blockades of sand and earth, washed down from the hills 
during an unusually heavy fali of rain. In 1883 some of 
the street-cars were stopped two days by such obstruction. 

The principal means of communication are street-cars, 
drawn by mules o ver very smoothly laid steel rails. The 
pioneer street-railway was to the Botanical Garden, estab
lished severa] years ago by American enterprise. It ac
commodates the' Botafogo and Larangeiras districts. N atu
rally the money for the undertaking was raised by the 
sale of the company's bonds, and :fTom that fact the street
cars in Rio are universally called "bondes." "Are you 
going to take the ' bond ' ~ " means in Rio, "Are you 
going to take the stJ:eet-car ~ " The street-railways are 
well managed, comfortab1e, and popular. The finit-class 
cars are open, yet provided with leather or oil-cloth cur
tains, to exclude rain or sun. The seats of polished Bra
zil-wood or mahogany face to the front, and the backs can 
be swung over when the direction is reversed. Each seat 
accommodates four persons, who can sit very comfortably. 
It is only on the cheaper, or second-c1ass cars, that more 
than the regular number of passengers are allowed to 
crowd in. A conductor passes along outside on a foot
board to take the fare. For a distance of two miles, or 
less, the fare is a nickel of two hundred reis, equivalent to 
eight cents. These first-class cars are habitually used by 
the wealthy, yet the humblest person is admitted without 
djstinction of color, un1ess barefooted. So comfortable 
are they, that people, of an evening, often take a ride in 
them for p1easure. They afford opportunity for noticing 
the manners of the people, who, as a rule, are quiet and 
well-bred. Of. comse, smoking is universally allowed. 
Perhaps balf tbe gentlemen on a street-car in the morn
ing will be smoking cigru:s m· cigarettes. Soon after the 
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Brazilian has taken his seat, he proceeds with great de
liberation to prepare to smoke. He takes from his pocket 
a neat pouch of tobacco, from a pocket-book a ready-cut 
cigarette-wrapper, generally of corn-husk, into which he 
puts a few small pinches of tobacco, at the same time clis
tributing it along, anel pressing anel rolling it into proper 
forro ; he folds the wrapper arounel it with care, then 
takes from another pocket a little box of explosive match
es, lights his cigarette, anel proceeels to smoke. He is in 
no hurry about anything. Perhaps, seateel next to him, 
is one of the many elevout Sisters of Oharity, in her uni
forro. of white bonnet anel gray, woolen elress, anel who, 
by the movement of her lips, her downcast expression, anel 
slow telling of her beads, is saying prayers. 

For public carriages there is the one-horse chaise (til
bury) anel hacks drawn by two mules. Distances being 
long, the pavements rather rough, anel the main streets 
much intersectecl by railways, there is little inclucement for 
p~vate equipages, of which there are but few. Besides, 
there is not in Rio, nor in its suburbs nearer than the 
mountains of Tijuca, any pleasure elriveway- a great lack, 
indeed, in respect of recreation for the wealthy. Proba
bly the Copacabana Beach, which is right along the ocean 
anel favoreel with mountáin views, is not too distant for 
this purpose. W ere a macadamized 'roael built there, and 
nicely shadecl with trees, it woulcl affOTel a elriveway as 
fine as that at Marseilles. Such things will come in their 
time-say a hundreel years from now, when the city will 
be much richer than it is at present. The general absence 
of elegant private carriages, anel the habit of genteel peo
ple riding in the "bondes," give Rio a democratic char
acteristic that few other cities possess. Rich anel poor 
travei in the pleasant, open street-cars. The exceptions 
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are the imperial family and the cabinet ministers. Each 
of the latter, by fashion's edict, maintains a two-horse 
coupé, which is generally driven very fast, and closely fol
lowed by a couple of mounted guards. 

The street most frequented is the Rua do Ouvidor, 
extending from the water about half a mile to the Largo, 
or Square of São Francisco, and its locality shonld be well 
fixed in the mind of the stranger, because eight or ten 
street-railway lines for the direction of São Ohristovão 
start from the Square of Sfio Francisco, where it ends, and 
the Botanical Garden and Larangeins lines leave it at the 
foot of Rua Gonç;alves Dias. In the vicinity of where it 
Ieaves the water are the custom-house, post-o:ffice, Mer
chants' Exchange, public market, the principal banks, and 
the shops of the money-changers. It is not much more 
than twenty feet wide, contains some of the best shops, in 
whose plate-glass windows are displayed costly jewelry or 
silks, and is so much occupied by pedestrians that car
riages are not allowed in it from early in the morning til1 
late at night; though the big one-mule garbage-carts, with 
their dust and smells, detained by late risers, are often not 
through their daily service till after ten in the morning . 
.A.bout that time squads of business-men, brokers, and 
clerks, who left the~r homes from half an hour to an hour 
before on the street-c·ars, and have just alighted, are seen 
hurrying along through this street, with umbrella in hand, 
to their several places of business. Besides having the 
best dry-goods, millinery, and jewehy stores, it also has 
some of the best and most frequented co:ffee-restaurants. 
There, about the midclle of the day, and especially on 
Mondays, fashionable ladies, often accompanied by their 

_ daughters, are to be seen shopping. The Polytechnic 
School and Oollege of Dom Pedro II being near one end 



RIO A.ND ITS PEOPLE. 33 

of this street, it is a convenient place for students to lin
ger a little after the hours of examination. A person 
wallii.ng from the Ohamber of Deputies to the Senate 
would pass there. From these and other circumstances, it 
happens that, from noon till about two o'clock in the after
noon, the street is genera1ly crowded with people, many 
of whom are standing in groups conversing. H there is 
a Cabinet crisis or other political excitement, a crowd will 
be reading the latest bulletins at the newspaper-offices. 
Matronly and richly dressed ladies with their handsome 
children by their side, wealthy planters from the country, 
senators and deputies- some of the most distinguisbed-

i looking men of the empire; groups of students, and often 
a little party of foreign travelers just stopping off from a 
steamship for a few hours' stroll- these, together with the 
hundreds hastening along ou business errands, help to 
make up an animated throng which is numerous enough 
to impede one's progress. With the temperature at 90° 
Fali:. in the shade, the heat on such occasions is op
pressive, though the awnings in front of the shops keep 
off much of the sun. 

The dress of the Rio people differs scarcely any from 
tbat of Europeans and Americana. The Brazilian gen
tleman wears the "stove-pipe " or stiff · silk hat, a double
breasted frock-coat of black cloth, closely buttoned even 
in the warmest weather, and trousers of the same mate
rial. Business meu generally wear the common stiff felt 
hat; and, in hot weather, trousers and vests of white linen 
are common. Straw hats are less used than in the United 
States. There are any number of ready-made clothing 
stores at Rio, and apparently the goods are about the same 
as supplied in northern climes. 

The type of countenance is Latin ; complexion dark, 
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hair and eyes black, forehead high, nose prominent. The 
eyes are generally large, and the expression amiable. La
dies, at middle age, are inclined to be fat ; and while one 
frequently sees ta.ll men at Rio, the statlll'e of the people 
is lower than that of Americana and the inhabitants of the 
north of Europe. lt is only in the .A.mazon V alley that 
there has been much mixture of races. 

Sea-bathing is very popular, though the water is that 
of the bay, and not quite as pure as the ocean. Some 
ladies 1jse at four in the morning, ride a mile or two in 
the street-car to a beach, bathe in the salt water, and then 
go back home and go to bed again. 

There is a good deal of reserve in the female character ; 
although, as a rule, Brazilians are informal. Especially 
are the young unmal'l'ied ladies of the higher society dig
nified and formal. .A. single gentleman sitting near one 
of .them at dinner, even though he had been introduced, 
would need to be cautious in o:ffering his assistance. If 
he were attentive, for example, in passing her di:fferent 
things within his reach, a look of surprise on her part 
would be likely to warn him that he was making himself 
too free. These young ladies have more color than would 
perhaps be expected in a tropical country. They h~ve 
black eyes, an abundance of black hair, and their educa
tion consista principally of a knowledge of the French lan
guage, music, and embroidery. 

Macedo, a popular Brazilian author, wrote in regard 
to Brazilian women previous to 1873 : " The ancient 
anachronic and oppressive Portuguese customs which com
pelled the ladies-mothers and daughters-to live se
.cluded from society, shut up in the depths of the domes
tic hearth, only visible to relations and intimate friends, 
and only to be guessed at in the chmches and public 
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places of amusement through their rich or simple man
tillas and their thick veils-those rude customs of wom
an's capti vity, for whom, as a general rule, the father se
lected a husband, have long since been condemned and 
banished from Brazil, where, in the capital and in the 
cities, as regards ladies and families, the same formalities 
of a good, accessible, and polished society are observable 
and practiced as in the most civHized cities of the Old 
World." ' 

The characteristic thought of Brazil is positiV'ism, Ol' 
the science of society-belief in the elevation of society 
mainly by the improvement of morals. The same style 
of thinking takes the lead at Rio. But a great maritime 
city, having constant intercourse with the outer world, 
will always be more enlightened, hurnane, and liberal than 
the average of people. Hence, the society of Rio is more 
l'efined than thatt of Brazil in general. Fashionable so
ciety follows the style of the genteel classes in Europe. 
It is an orderly city, though not exempt from those occa
sional crimes of violence that occm· in large cities. Two 
or three years ago there was something of a riot, and 
some street-lamps we1·e broken, because the gas company 
(English.) had raised its charges; but even such disturb
ances are xare. The police are genera:lly young men, and, 
though slight in appearance, will sometimes hang on to a 
pow.erful o:ffender with real grit. Some of the hardest 
customers they have to deal with are intoxicated foreign 
seamen. 

A practice which strikes Americaus as novel is the 
carrying of immense bmdens on the head. There goes 
a coopex's fifteen-year-old apprentice-lad bearing on bis 
head six empty ten-gaHon hard-wood kegs, bound in one 
package ! There comes a porter, carrying in the same 
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way an empty dry-goods box: as big as an ox-cart ! Tin
peddlers go about with a general assortment of their wares 
carried in a big basin on their heads; and, like ali ped
d1ers at Rio, they endeavor to d.raw attention by continu
ally beating on some of their implements. Stout colored 
women, with fine figures, necks and arms like bronze, 
pedcUe li ver and. tripe, which they carry in large trays on 
their head.s. So, a porter will often be seen carr:r.ing in 
this way a wicker coop containing two or three dozen live 
chickens. But the heaviest burdens borne upon the head 
are pianos. It is quite common to see six negroes march
ing along in step with a piano on their heads, which they 
may be carrying a couple of miles. The porters who han
dle co:ffee, and who carry bags of it on their heads weigh
ing one hund.red and thirty-two pounds each, are generally 
Africans. Some of them are natives of Africa, and be
lievers in the Mohammedan religion. They seem temper
ate and industrious, and., when unoccupied. with heavy 
work, sit in the doorways of the wholesale houses braid
ing straw or palm-leaf hats. If there are a few near to
gether, their voices may frequently be heard in loud but 
good-humored talk. Their naked feet--and. very stubby, 
queer-]ooking feet some of them are- occupy a certain 
part of the narrow sidewalk. These men generally appear 
to be upward. of :fifty years old, and sometimes one of them 
will be seen leaning his head against the side of the door
way enjoying a nap. The presence of so many humble 
laborers occupying the doorways of many of the impor
tant business houses indicates a humane and free-ancl-easy 
feeling. 

There, on the sid.ewalk, against the wall of a church, 
sits a cobbler, plying his trade iu the open air. He is bare
headed and barefooted. A young apprentice ;works with 
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him. Scattered through the city are many such who thus 
get their rent free, as their progenitors did thousands of 
years ago in old Rome and Tyre. 

The most numerous street-venders are those, of ali 
ages, who selllottery-tickets. Lotteries are legalized and 
protected by the Government in ali parts of the country, 
and the purchase and sale of lottery-tickets is one of the 
cbief subjects óf popular interest. ".il:nda?' hoje!" (" The 
wbeel turns to-day ! ") is a call from the lips of lottery-ticket 
sellers whicb greets the passer-by at many street-corners 
tbe year round. Rio seems a paradise for newspaper-boys 
-a jolly and peaceable set-the most of whom go bare
footed, wear patched trousers, a shirt, a black felt hat, and 
smoke cigarettes. They hover at the regular starting and 
stopping places of the street-cars, and go on a keen run 
from the newspaper-offices with the latest edition. They 
sbout the papers, and make a great deal of clamor, espe
cially when it has a list of lottery-prizes. The confec
tionary-venders, equal1y numerous and noisy, seU home
made candies, called ballas, each done up in a twist of 
fancy colored paper. These venders are generally black 
or mulatto slave-boys, who are 1·equired to carry home a 
fixed sum, and are allowed the surplus if there be any. 
While the fashionable stTeet-car is rapidly filling, or far
ther on waits a minute for a coming car to pass, the in
dulgent Brazilian-parent has just time to buy a handful 
of these sweets for the chllclren. 

There are several itinerant bands of German musi
cians, who go about the streets of Rio and execute instru
mental music for the IJay that the by-standers may choose 
to give. A few of these bands comprise a dozen mem
bers, and their instruments are wbat are generally used 
by an orchestra. They seem to make the round of the 

4 
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city every ten days or two weeks. Ali at once, say about 
eleven o'clock in the for~moon, when the heat is most in
tense, the occupants of a counting-room are liable to hear 
under their windows the inspiring sttains of some fine 
overtme, executed by one of these bands. 

The native, the Portugnese, aud the Italian elements, 
comprise the majority of the laboli.ng classes. Many of 
the Portuguese are from the Azores, and are usually in
dnstrious and saving. Generally laborers are paid every 
:fifteen days; but house-servants, salesmen, and clerks, 
month1y. At common labor meu now earn at Rio about 
eighty cents a day; machinists, from seven to thirty dol
lars a week, depending on the degree of skill and kind of 
trade. Laboring-men at Rio usually live in estalagems 
or in ao'!'tiços. The former is the name given to a num
ber of small houses, built together and forming a square, 
or sometimes even occupying the ground-floo1· of a respect
able dwelling-house. A co'!'tiço (hive) is where these houses 
are almost limited to one room each, and have to be 
reached by a common stn,ircase and veranda. Quarters in 
an estalagem may be rented at from :five to eight dollars a 
month; and in a ao'!'tiço, at from three and a half to four 
and a half dollars a month. Single meu hiTing only one 
room pay two and a half to three and a half dollars a 
month. These hives are generally very much wanting in 
sanitary regards. The best quarters never comprise more 
than three rooms- a sitting-room, a bedroom, and a kitch
en. The sitting-room and the bedroom are each about 
ten feet square ; the kitchen much smaller. Some houses 
do not have a kitchen, in which case the occupants cook 
out in the commou yard. In the sitting-room are gener
ally fotmd a pine-wood table, wooden or sometimes cane
seated chairs, and, more rarely, a cane-seated sofa. In 
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the bedroom stand a bedstead, an iron wash-stand, and, 
perhaps, a chest of drawers; and ou the walls may be seen 
some cheap pictme of a saint. In the kitchen is an iron 
stove belonging to the honse, an earthen water-jar, and 
some shelves. Usua1ly the bedroom has no window, but 
there are openings at the top of the wall for ventilation. 
The workman leaves his ho:o.se for his work, and the wife 
passes the whole day washing and ironing. The health of 
these women often breaks down from overwork. It is not 
usual among the laboring classes for families tó lay up 
money. However, one sometimes sees men, particularly 
the unmarried, endure all kinds of privations to save 
money. Many of the young, toiling Portuguese look for
ward to returning at som.e future day to their native island 
or countl·y, and buying a little patch of ground with ali 
its free appmtenances of sun and sky, and doubly dear 
from its boyhood associations. In no clime do meu work 
harder than at Rio, and th.e frugal can rise in the world. 
A shmt time ago there died at Rio a baron owning a num
ber of houses~ which brought him a monthly revenue of 
seventeen hun<hed dollaFs, and who began life as a ped
dler of liver and tripe. After the day's work is done, the 
time is frequently passed in card-playing, in a garoe of 
quoits, or in singing. The Italians are fond of singing, 
and amuse themselves thns, and by playing on the accor
dion and banjo. One cotton and woolen factory at Rio 
employs sixty women and forty-seven children as operar 
tives. Some other factories employ fema1e operativas. 
W omen are also employed in boot and shoe factories. 
Probably two thousand females are employed in manu
facturing establishments in the city. 

Of laboring-men seen in the streets a majority are 
barefooted, and wear simply an undershht, common black 
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felt hat, and trousers of blue cotton drill.ing, often much 
fàded and patched. Scarcely one in a hunched wears a 
cravat or anything about the neck. The bone and sinew 
of Rio are replenished every year by some thousands of 
temperate, industrious, and hardy people from the Azore 
Islands and the mountain districts of Portugal. 

Being the capital, Rio is under the jurisdiction of the 
Crown, which attends to ali such matters as the supply of 
water, light, and police. The Municipal Council now have 
a new and fine chamber ; they are elected for four years, 
and their president is the acting mayor. They recei ve 
no salaries. Licenses for the sale of spixits are not high. 
About every grocery retails spirits, or may do so ; and 
there are, besides, many stands, or lcioslcs, in the more fre
quented squares where spirits are retailed. A good deal 
of native rum is drunk by the slaves and lower class of la
borers, which is sold at only a cent or two for a small glass. 
The use of beer is increasing; but, while much strong 
drink is consumed, intoxication is not very common. The 
best bnsiness men and the best laboring-men are habitu
ally temperate. Buildings are taxed but vacant land is 
nowhere taxed in Brazil. Oue may own acres of land in 
the city limita without ever haviug to pay a tax on it. 
What a happy place for real-estate dealers !-only that 
there is a tax of six per cent ou the amount of considera
tion in every con veyance. 

The Brazilians m·e a very patriotic people. Some of 
the streets in the city bear as naJDes the dates of impor
tant national events. There are several political as well 
as religious holidays, and they are generally ushered in 
by the discharge of fire-crackers aud rockets, the noise 
of which sometimes continues with but little cessation 
through the day. 
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The Carni val seems to be losing something o:f its 
})Opularity. The higher class.es at that time keep within
doors. The first reminder one has of the approaching 
festival is the appearan~e, on the Sunday preceding it, of 
boys, and especially mulattoes and blacks,. in the streets, 
dressed in tight-:fitting suits of r.ed cloth with long tails 
and hoods, :frequently masked, and who are called diabos, 
or devils. Tlie real fun begins the a:fternoon before 
Carni:val-day and continues during the day. People then 
have a good deal of sport, s.aluting even strangers with 
mock politeness, squirting per:fumed water at each other, 
and throwing at whoever they think they can hit light 
waxen balls of water the size o:f a hen's egg. It is very 
funny, especially to those who do not get too much o:f lJ. 

(J.Tenching. On these occasions pasflengers in the street
cars who are liable to be pelted from baiconies, and people 
in the more crowded streets, do not want to have on their 
best clothes. Sometimes a cranky individual will resent 
the sport, and a lively little interchange o:f :fisticuffs will 
be the result. But for the most part everything passes 
off in the best of humor, and mankind for a while seem 
like a happy family. The celebration winds up with a 
gorgeous torch-light procession of people o:f both sexes 
in rich fancy costumes, sometimes masked, drawn in 
highly decomteGI. carriages. The male portion of the pro
cession is made up principally of the different social clubs 
whose organization is mostly for balls and other pleasure, 
and which adopt singular names, such as "Devil's 'Lieuten
ants," "Fenians," "Democrata." 

The ordinary diversions are such as are found in most 
large cities. There are several spacious theatres. Horse
racing is becoming frequent on Sundays and holidays, 
and occasionally there is a bull-fight. But there is among 
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the higher-toned people a growing disposition to encour
age manly sports - rowing, ball-playing, and jumping. 
The exhibitions of the Athletic Olub are attended by the 
imperial :family and :families o:f high social rank. When 
business is good at Rio, some foreign opera company usu
ally pe1forms at the Dom Pedro Segundo Theatre during 
the three cooler months.....:...J une, J uly, and Angust. On 
snch oc.casions the Emperor and Empress are generally 
to be seen in the imperial box. Ladies sitting in the :first 
tier of boxes, or dress-circle, are in :full evening dress with-· 
out bonnets; i:f they sit in the parquet, they may wear 
bonnets. The performance does not begin till eight 
o'clock. There are long intermissions between the acts, 
when most o:f the men go out and smoke cigarettes-it 
is a cold day in Brazil when there are no cigarettes- or 
take a cup o:f co:ffee, and the opera or play does not end 
till a:fter midnight. The Dom Pedro Segundo Theatre is 
very large. The Beethoven Club, with an Englishman 
at its head, is a valuable organization which provides sev
eral sma11 and one or two grand concerts every season. 
With my :fami1y I attended two of its grand concerts in 
the Casino Hall, situated opposite the Public Garden. 
The music was of the highest order, and there was a 
large number of pe1formers; but there also the exercises 
were spun out to an intolerable length : indeed, between 
the second and third parts of one concert time was given 
for some of the per:formers to sit down to a table in a 
side-room and partake of an elaborate meal while the 
audience were lingering about and whiling away the time 
as best they could. However, during the ord.inary inter
missions many of the audience move about through the 
ample corridors, or partake of refreshments which are for 
sale at bu:ffets in the palm-bordered side-rooms. The 
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imperial family with their attendants were present, and 
sat, not with the audience, but in special chairs at one 
side. The hall of the Casino will hold several thousand 
people, and is iinely proportioned, with a handsome gallery 
on each side, snpported by fl.uted pillars, and is with its 
decorations an exceedingly beautifnl hall. It is se1dom 
used, and only for grand balls <rf high societJ and an oc
casional concert. 

Street begging is illegal and is pretty much suppressed, 
but theTe are certa-in people who aTe allowed to beg in 
the streets on Saturdays, making their regular rounds ; 
their numerous visits .are inconvenient, and I have ad
mired the patience with w hich shopkeepers go to the 
door and hand the poor one a copper. 

Passing one afternoon with a friend along R~u» Evar 
rista de Veiga, the street on which the English church 
at Rio is situated, and which runs along the foot of the 
San Antonio Hill parallel with the front of the Public 
Garden, we carne, when in sight of the high aqueduct 
arches, to the Foundling Hospital ( Oasa dos E xpostos), 
into which we were admitted by a Sister of Charity. 
Aunually about four hundred infants of nnknown parent
age are secretly conveyed into this humane institution 
through what is popularly called "the wheel." Since its 
establishment it has received forty thousand such infants! 
They are taken care of eight days, then put into private 
families for board at about fi v e dollars a month each, 
until a year and a half old, after which two doJlars. a 
month are paid. A.bout six thousand doJlars a quarter aTe 
thus paid by the asylum for the children's outside board. 
When old enough to attend school, they are brought back 
to the institution, where they receive instruction till the 
age of twelve years, and then are sent to learn trades. A 
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little dower is given them when they many, There are 
now forty children in the asylum receiving instruction. 
The building stands even with the s:idewalk, and there is 
nothing in its exterior to mark its character save, perhaps, 
the place where the :iJ;J.fants are deposited ; and this would 
not attract the notice of a casual passm·-by, unacquainted 
with the building, because the opening in the wan is 
scarcely apparent. What 1ooks like a narrow and slightly 
oval vertical panel in the wall set in a stone frame is the 
outer side of the " wheel," a sort of banel-shaped revolv
ing dl!lmb-waiter, with three open shel;ves on the interior 
side. The outer side :fits close, an~ a :firm push is required 
to make it tu.rn and bring the shelves toward the street. 
When this is done, a foundling can be laid on one of the 
shelves ; and, as the w heel is again tumed, it in a moment 
conveys the child within the walls of the asylum into 
wb.at may be called the foundling reception room, and 
at the s.a.me time rings a very loud alarm-bell. A Sister 
of Charity or servant immediateJy comes and takes the 
foundling ;· and in order to preserve its identity for any 
future purpose, a record is immediately made of the ex
act time it was I'eceived, its sex, appearance, and clothing. 
Sometimes the mother has pinned to its clothing the 
name she wishes it to bear, and this wish is usually re
spected. Nobody knows or cares to know who left the 
child. T;he very contrivance of the wheel is to a:fford 
secrecy. 

JI,IIany of the iÍoliJ.ndlings are sick when received, ançl 
from thir.ty to thhty-two per cent die, a smaller percent
age than :in fm·mer years. The number receirved in for
roer times was also larger .than at presen,t, being from 
:tive hundred to six hundi·ed per year, thus showing that, 
with the social improvement of the age, there is a decrease 
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of illegitimate bliths, notwithstanding the growth of the 
city. Many of the fonndlings are mulattoes ; and those 
which I saw, in a dormitory of thirty-two beds, were quite 
diminutive. There seemed scarcely to be a healthy-look
ing child among them. The room they were in had a 
quiet situation, with two windows, and, though large, the 
atmosphere was close. The beds were in neat n·on cribs, 
with a muslin mosquito-bar for each. Slave-women are 
invariably employed as wet-nmses, it being the policy of 
the asylum not to employ in that capacity any of the 
mothers of the foundlings. A physician visits the asylum 
daily. It sometimes happens that parents wish to get their 
children back, and, nnder proper circumstances and by 
furnishing requisite proof of identity, they can do so. I 
was informed by the Lady Superior, who politely accom
panied us through the building, that there are now sixteen 
Sisters of Charity of the Order of São Vincent de Paulo 
living there and giving their services. It is a home for 
them during life, they being well cared for when no 
longer able for active duty. The institution was founded 
in 1738 by Romão de Mattos Duarte, and is so amply 
endowed that its own income is abnndantly sufficient to 
meet all its expenses. Though plain outwardly, the 
building is very commoclious and weli finished; ali its 
:fl.oors are of polished hard wood of clark colox, waxed. 
The Toom for the meetings of the board of administra
tion is quite large. On one of its walls are full-length 
portraits in oil of the fonnder, above mentioned, and of 
D. Luiza Roza Avondano Pereira, an important bene
factress of the institution. On another side are full
length portraits of the present Emperor anel Empress of 
Brazil, and on the wall opposite them similar-sized por
tl·aits of the Emperor's father and mother. The edifice 
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has a court in the center, with a flower-garden and fount
ain, and there is quite a piece o:f ground2 belonging to 
the premises, extending up ou the São Antonio Hill, for 
the recreation o:f the children. Indeed, the establishment 
has in its size, finish, and equipment most of the substan
tial qualities which a:ffiuence caR provide ; and it can almost 
be said that the foundling deposited in the "wheel" 
enters a palace. The president of the board of directm·s 
is the present prime minister, bejng the same individual 
who is at the head of the administration .of the great 
Santa Casa Hospital. There are foundling asylums also 
in the cities o:f Bahia and Pernambuco . 

.A.bout ten years ago, I visited a prison, in one of the 
smaller Protestant C01111tries of Europe, where were fifty 
female conviçts undergoing a li:fe-sentence for the mq.r
der of their offspring. They _ were quietl;y and orderly 
working at spinnil}g and· weaving, but I remember dis
tinctly what a :fixed expression of melancholy there was 
ou their faces. When I got home and was thinkip.g the 
matter over, I thought I could not bave 1·ightly under
stood the director of the prison, that so many as fifty 
women were under sentence for child-murder, and wrote 
him to inquire if I was right. He replied that I had not 
misunderstood him. I can not but helieve that institu
tions like this foundlil).g hospital tend greatly to prev~nt 
crime. They certainly prevent tP.e practice of leaviug 
infants on door-steps. 

In several of the provincial capitais there ar.e asylums 
for girls, under charge o:f Sisters of Charity, and which ap
pear to have been founded by private bene:ficence. The 
.A.sylum of Purity, established in 1874, in the prov.ince of 
Sergipe, for the support, protection~ and education of neg
lected orphan girls, has a fund of :five_ thousand dollars, 
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and receives annually, by vote of the provinciallegislatnre, 
about two thousand dollars. The inmates, of whom there 
are now twenty-seven, receive instruction in the common 
branches, as well as sewing and house-work, and remain 
till they are eighteen years of age, when iu case of mar
ria.ge each one recei ves a dower of one hundred and twenty 
dollars in money, and an outfit of the value o:f eighty dollars. 

Epiphany is one of the days of the Oatholic Ohmch 
kept with as much sb:ictness as a New England Sunday, 
though it come on a week-day. I took that day to visit, 
with my family, the immense hospital called Sancta Oasa 
de Nisericoràia, or Holy House of Mercy. It is the hos
pital into which ali sick seamen (if the disease be not con
tagious), of whatever nationality, are received, and treated 
gratuitously (the port charges, which foreign vessels pay, 
are ample to cover such expenses), as well as the poor of 
the city. It is richly endowed, and generaUy well admin
istered. The nmses, who likewise mix the medicines, 
are Sisters of Oharity, of different nationalities. As I had 
visited the hospital several times previonsly, I did not on 
this occasion ·enter the sick-wards, though in passing the 
doors could look in. W e were taken in to the kitchen and 
:prescription-room, both spacious and neat ; also up-stairs 
into a cha:pel, for which large space in every such institu
tion is devoted; also into a council-chamber or hall, on 
whose walls were many poorly painted portraits. There 
was also a full-sized plaster statue of the Emperor, though 
it stl11ck me a statue of the benevolent founder of the in
stitution, and not in plaster either, would have been more 
appropriate. However, there is in the reception-room a 
marble bust of the founder. This hospital fmnishes quar
ters in a neighboring building for one or two hundred 
orphan children. It is a splendid establishment, but too , 
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large to suit modern sanitary ideas, and its beds and pil
lows are very hard. 

Among other institutions which we visited during our 
residence at Rio was the Bl:ind Asylum, situated in Campa 
S. Anna. It is a Government institution, the· only one 
in Bmzil, with :fifty pupils ; occupies rented premises, and 
1·eceives an appropriation of twenty-:five thousan<l dollars 
a year. A few of the pupils speak, read, and write both 
Portuguese and French, also play on the piano, and sing. 
There is a brass band composed of pupils. Some óf the 
needlewOTk of the women is ingenious. 

There is a fairly respectable art-gallery at Rio, which 
is visited on some holidays by a few hundred people ; but 
the collection is inferior to what a foreigner would ex
pect in a city so large, and which for a century has been 
the seat of a royal or imperial dynasty. There is some 
pretension of imparting free instruction in painting ; but 
I got the impression that the pri vileges of instruction 
there, and at the Conservatory of Music, are not much 
sought after. 

The principal and most modern supply of water comes 
a distance of thirty miles from the mountain rivers São 
Antonio and d'Ouro. It was estimated that the minimum 
supply of the aqueduct from these streams wonld be thirty 
million litres in twenty-four hours, but the Minister of 
Agriculture and Public W orks, when he visited the reser
voir P eàreg'ltllw on the 21st of August, 1884, found the 
supply to be only sixteen million litres in twenty-four 
hours. The oldest aquednct is the Carioca, which b:rings 
water from heights between the Corcovado and Tijuca 
Mountains, a distance of eight miles. About ten million 
dollars in· aJl have been expended for Rio's supply of water, 
which is a smaU sum to extend over two centuries, and 
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for so large and so rich a city, and one which has been so 
liable to dangerous epidemics. The water comes from 
clea.r mountain-streams, and is good, but is J?.Ot as abundant 
as it ought to be. Se-veral fountains have recently been 
built in some of the squares of the city, but they al'e dry 
nearly the year round. Rio ought to be as well supplied 
with water as Rome, where in scores of fountains one sees 
water enough to carry a mill, a part of w hich is brought 
in aqueducts built :in the time of the old republic. Some 
of the water for Paris is now brought a hundred miles. 

The scheme of building a bridge across th.e Bay of Rio 
de Janeiro to connect th.e city with. Nictheroy has been· 
advocated by capable engineers for several years, and by 
the president of the provjnce in his annual report, includ
ing the latest. The shortest distance across is from the 
Benedictine Hill in Rio to the hill of .A.rmacão in Nic
theroy- two miles and three quarters ; and the president 
states that a bridge suitable for tramways, -vehicles, and 
foot-passsengers, and ha-ving a dJ.'aw for big -vessels, could 
be built for six million doUars. 

To see Rio :in the glory of its tropical s:ummer, one 
should go there in Olll' winter montbs, though perhaps the 
safest time for Americans to be there would be from M~,y 
to September. That would be the winter season at Rio, 
the most of which is like our plea.Sant summer weather. 
There are then many nights when three blankets are not 
too much co-ver. 

With regard to the yellow fever, I would state that 
with my family I ha-ve passed three continuous hot sea
sons in the city without any of us incuning it. Dming 
the first few months of its pre-valence I felt a little nerv
ous about it. The consular office was in the level business 
center, and was sometimes visited by seamen in th~ incipi-

5 
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ent stage of the disease; but as our residence was in one of 
the most salubrious parts of the city, we gradually became 
unconcerned about it, and went and carne day and even
ing in any part of the city without apprehension, and, as 
it proved, without danger. Our diet was the same as it 
would be in the United States. The yellow fever is not 
necessarily a fatal disease, unless there be inherent weak
ness of the constitution. The great preventives are to 
avoid excess in respect to exposure, fatigue, and diet. The 
first remedies are important yet simple. As soon as one 
has the symptoms, which are severe pain in the head and 
back, the approved practice is to go to bed, take a big 
dose of castor-oil, and after that has had effect, aconite in 
water to produce sweat. Good nursing, and especially 
watching in the night, with freq uent ice and milk, and 
iced Seltzer-water, are important. Most frequently the 
fatal cases are where single men or others lodge in apart
ments alone, and become very i11 before any friend or ac
quaintance knows their condition. I do not think much 
confidence is felt at Rio in the system of inoculation 
against yellow fever, and which is but slightly in vogue 
there. Usually a few deaths from the disease are reported 
in December, and the mortality increases till into March 
and April, which ai·e the worst months. There was a bad 
epidemic in 1883; another, though lighter, in 1884:; still 
lighter in 1885 ; but worse, again, in 1886. The deaths 
from yellow fever for the :first haJf of 1886 were nine 
hundred and sixty-seven. There is a public yellow-fever 
hospital, called Jmujuba, situated on the shore of a distant 
inlet on the opposite side of the bay from Rio. If a sea
man on any vessel is sick with the fever, a yellow flag is 
hoisted anda public health-boat comes and takes him to 
the hospital. 
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For a :few yea1·s back a regulation o:f the port o:f Rio 
has required ali vessels arriving in the hot seuson to an
chor, discharge aud load ca1·go at least a mile :from shore, 
which has had a remarkably good e:ffect in keeping the 
yellow :fever :from the shippiug, but adds greatly to the 
expense o:f transportation. 

Ou account of a certain dampness in the atmosphere 
o:f Rio, there is more mortality :from consumption than 
:from yellow fever. The deaths from consumption in 
June, 1886, were one hundred and fi:fty. Dr. James A. 
Stewart, M. D ., Oommissioner o:f Realth and Registrar for 
the city of Baltimore, writing me under date of December 
15, 1884, said: " The mortuary reports of the city of 
Rio de Janeiro, which I have had the pleasure to receive 
from you for some time past, have greatly interested me 
on account of the surprising preponderance of pulmonary 
consumption. over all other causes of death. W e have 
evidently been. makin.g a great mistake in sen.ding our 
consumptive patients to Rio for relief." 



OHAPTER IV. 

LIFE .A.ND MANNERS. 

AT our residence ·up in Rua das Larangeiras, two miles 
from the busiest part of the city, Sundays, anel especially 
Sunday mornings, seemed as quietas they are in the Unit
ed States. To me those mornings, so tranquil, so clear 
and sunny, were generally very cbarming. Foliage-cov
ered hills behind anel in front of the house gave the 
place a country aspect. · The wren, and numerous other 
ama11 birds, in some ta11 trees in the door-yard, made the 
air vocal with their notes. But sometimes, and as if to 
ahow a certain laxness of affairs, the discordant report of 
a musket would come from one of the hills, where a mis
chievous boy was hlmting bhds. As a rule, Sunday is a 
quiet day at Rio, though many retail shops are kept open, 
and some kinds of out-door labor carríed on. Billiard
rooms and other places of amusement are more frequented 
then than on week-days. Though Brazil is a Oatholic 
country, religious lioerty is declared in the Constitution, 
and exists practically in the principal cities. A Protestant' 
at Rio, wishing to attencl public religious worship, would 
fi.nd several churches on a respectable footing. The Ohapel 
of the Church of England is a ·building whicb will com
fortably seat several hundred people, has a good organ, 
and is frequented by a fair congregation composed of 
British subjects and Americana. The preaching is by 
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Rev. Frederick Y oung, A. M., an able anel attentive pas
tor. The Presbyterian church dates back many yeru:s, 
anel has a numerous membership among the native po01·er 
class. . The church buileli.ng is spacious, the services are 
in the Portuguese language, anel the singing is congrega
tional. It is mainly supporteel by the American Pres
byterian Missionary Society, anel the American pastors 
are Rev. Messrs. Houston anel Ryle. An able Brazilian 
preaches Sunday evenings. The Presbyterians also have 
a church at Bahia anel at several other places. The 
Methodists, of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, South, 
who for some time held services in their neat chapel 
about opposite the Strangers' Hotel, have lately built a 
fine chmch edi:fice aeljoining the chapel, where religious 
exercises anel Sunday-school are held in English in the 
moming, anel in Portuguese in the evening. The pastors, 
Revs. J. J. Ransom (tempo1·arily at Juiz de Fora) anel 
J. L. Kennecly, preach in both languages. The Baptists 
also have a church, under the charge of Rev. Vf. B. Bag
by. Ali these pastors whose names I have mentioned 
have their families living at Rio, anel commanel respect. 
11Ir. Ransom is a preacher of unusual eloquence. The 
Methodists are looking forward to have an important 
young ladies' school established at Rio, uneler their au
spices. The W oman's Missionary Society, of the Meth
odist Episcopal Ohurch, South, of which Mrs. Juliana 
Hayes, of Baltimore, is presiderit, undertook to raise a 
funel of :fifty thousancl dollars :for a young laclies' school 
in Brazil, to serve as a centenary monument of the 
Methoelist Ohurch. OveF half of the amount hacl been 
raiseel in 1885. I might here say that there are perhaps 
two hundreel Americans resicling at Rio ; the proportion 
of English, French, anel Germans is much larger- of 
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comse the largest separate foreign element is the Portu
guese. 

I should say that a vast majority of the population of 
Rio are indi:fferent to religious matters. One e:ffect of 
the increase of Protestant churches in Brazil will be an 
awakening of the Oatholic Ohurch. There is nothing 
more bene:ficial than competition. At present the Catho
lic Church in Brazil is in a feeble state. But there are 
many of the best Brazilian families who are religious, aud 
w ho, by a posture of devotion before a meal. or other act~ 
manifesta thoughtfulness o:f religion. Seven days after 
the death of a near relative, the whole family attends a 
special mass at church; and another at the anniversary 
of the death. There is not preaching, however, regularly 
in the Catholic churches on Sundays. The Oatholic 
priests are poorly paid. As an intellectual force they 
amount to but very little, and do not have that considera
tion which the Catholic clergy enjoy in Protestant coun
tries. After the Protestant Church gets well established 
in Brazil, and chmch-attendance becomes as popular as 
it is in England and the United States, the Catholic 
Church will very likely exert a more elevating iníl.uence 
than it now does. A Brazilian official told Mr. Cham
berlain, the Presbyterian missionary at São Paulo, that he 
wished he would spread his religion, citing the influence 
of an old Brazilian citizen, of local iníl.uence, living in a 
remote country place in the province of Sãq Paulo, who 
had been converted to the Presbyterian faith and held 
pl'ayer-meetings in bis hou~e, and from whose district no 
crimes were reported. 

In the larger cities, where there is more than · ordi
nary intelligence, the Protestant missionaries are pretty 
sure of peaceable treatment; but occasionally, in remote 
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places, they meet at fust with rude opposition from the 
lower classes. However, the men of infl.uence · generally 
have that nati<mal pride that leads them to interpose in 
case of any excess, and guarantee the missionary protec
tion in the exercise of freedom of speech and worship. 

In the truly disciplined Brazilian family are some pe
culiar customs. When evening comes, the mero bers of 
the family bid each other "boa noite "- literally, "good
night." They may be sitting at dinner, and, on the 
lights being lit, it is a reminder that evening bas come. 
Then they exchange this salutation, and tbe cbildl·en rise 
and kiss the hands of their parents. This custom is in
herited from the Portuguese, and is more generally ob
served in the country than in the city. If it be the 
father whom the children address, they say, "A bencão, 
meu pai"- " Y our blessing, father I" The patriarchal 
and religious usage of children kissing the hands of their 
parents at night and morning, and w ben meeting after an 
absence, even after they are grown up, is observed in 
cultured families. A.nd out of tbe family circle, people 
sometimes kiss the hands of those much above tbem in 
rank aud age. I once saw a fashionable Brazilian lady 
and grown daughter meet and speak with a priest in the 
street, and tbe daughter )dssed the priest's band. In .. 
passing a church, three or four men out of twenty in a 
street-car will raise their hats. They do not regard it as 
superstition, but as a delicate expression of religious senti
ment. So, when a funeral is met, men usually lift their 
hats as the hearse passes them. There are but few re
ligious processions in the street. The Emperor and cabi
net ministers walk in that of Corpus Christi, but it com· 
mands few marks of reverence from the masses; on the 
contrary, it is genera1ly obstructed by a dense crowd of 
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gazers. · The attendance at funerais is principally of male 
fri.ends. Ladies, even nearest relatives, do not accom
pany the remains to the place of burial. Male friends, 
however, in large numbers, make it a point to attend the 
funeral with a carriage at their own expense, and to drive 
to the grave. Many funeral processions comprise forty 
or more two-mule open carriages, driven at a rapid pace, 
and containing, often, but one man, who not unlikely 
will be smoking. 

Thursday and Saturday afternoons are popular times 
for weddings, which have this peculia.rity, that the car
riages are Ened with white satin, and are drawn by 
beautiful white horses used only on such occasions. Mar
riage is a religious institution, though there is some agita
tion for making the rite valid as a civil contract. 

The Brazilians, though a grave people, have consider
able humor. As an example- though a homely one-the 
sneezing of a goat, o f w hich there are many at Rio, is re
garded as a sign of fair weather. Sometimes, when a per
sou sneeies, the by-stander laughingly says, "W e will have 
good weather." They are, likewise, a benevolent people. 
It is not very uncommon, when a family of children have 
been left orphans, for an uncle or some near relative to 
adopt them all into his house, and provide for anel treat 
them as members of his own family. Although the Bra
zilians observe a number of religious holidays, they fortu
nately are not without some political or national holidays. 
n is useful for a people to pause, once a year at least, anel 
think of their forefathers. "A people," said Mr. Burke, 
"will never look forward to posterity who never look 
backward to their ancestors." The anniversary of the in
elependence of the empire is the 7th of September, anel, 
though it may occur on Sunday, as elid the sixty-third 
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anniversary, in 1884, the Brazilians . do not, on that ac
connt, postpone the customary commemorati v e exercises 
till the next day. Indeed, the o:fficial exercises are partly 
religious and partly secular. The observance of the 
sixty-third anniversary began as usual at the capital by an 
artillery salute at daybreak, and the playing of the na
tional hymn by several bands of music arotind the bronze 
equestrian statue of the founder of the empire, Dom 
Pedro I, in the park Constitution, which was illumi
nated, decorated with :fl.ags and streamers, and w hich had 
been thronged with people ali night. The forts in the 
harbor also thundered forth a salute in the morning, at 
1 P. M., and again at 6 P. M.; the ships of war, national 
and foreign, doing the same. The imperial family at
tended the service of Te Deurn at the imperial chapel at 
noon, and at 1 P. M. held a reception in the old city palace 
(yvhich is close to the chapel, but three miles from the 
Emperor's residence), which was attended by a large 
gathering of civil, military, and naval o:fficers, repre
sentatives of literary, scientific, and benevolent socie
ties, and by private individuais. The diplomatic body, 
through its ranking member; the Pope's nuncio, pre
sented a congratulatory address. The seventh battalion 
of infantry served as a guard of honor. On this occasion 
it was noticed that when the Emperor and ·Empress ar
rived at the palace, loud cheers were given for the Em
peror and independence, owing partly, probably, to. the 
anti-slavery enthusiasm of the time. The same afternoon 
the Emperor and Empress, and the Princess Imperial, with 
her husband, Count d'Eu, were present at a meeting of 
the Working Union, in the theatre of San Luiz, where a 
senator presided ; _an elaborate discourse was pronounced, 
several pieces of music executed ; a poem, dedicated to the 
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Empress, reciteel; also an aelelress elelivereel by the foreman 
of the government machine-shops. In the evening the 
imperial family atteneleel an opera performance. During 
the elay a regatta took place, on a small scale, in a newly · 
opene~ boat-rink, banels of music played in the public 
parks, anel sixteen hunelreel persons visiteel the exhibition 
of the Acaelemy of Fine Arts. No oration was elelivereel 
on the memories of the day, yet there was one elaborate · 
political aelelress maele by a leaeling abolitionist, under the 
auspices of the Abolition Society, his subject being "The 
Cause of the Decaelency of Brazil." There were fewer 
:fireworks than usual on festival-days, anel good oreler . 
prevaileel. Flags were displayeel · very generally. The 
weather was perfect. 

I suppose that the three countries in which popular 
government has shown the greatest vigor are Englanel, 
France, and the U niteel States ; and these are about the 
only countries in which the bar has had free scope7 

and occupied high rauk. Great constitutional prin
cipies have often had their noblest defense in the 
forum. Although the . legal profession is esteemed in 
Brazil, and there are learneel lawyers, there is not that 
oppo1~tunity for the public discussion of legal questiona . 
that there is in t4e countries mentioned. In. all civil 
cases, legal argumenta are submitted in writing. There 
are two largely attended law-schools, one at Pernambuco 
and the other at São Paulo, both being supported by 
public money. On my visit to the library of the school 
at São Paulo, I took particular notice to see what English 
or American law-books there were, and was surprised to 
:find that tb.ese great founts of jurisprudence were repre
sented by about half a dozen antiquated and mlimportant 
volumes. There is no public law library at Rio. In the 
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National Library, tbe only edition of Blackstone's "Com
mentaries" is in French. It seems to me the legal pro
fession of Brazil is ignorant of Englisb jurisprudence. 
It has never :felt even the spray of the great fountain o:f 
English legal literature, much less qua:ffed its living 
waters. However, the higher triblmals command general 
respect. 

How would Ammica.n or Eng1ish physicians be likely 
to succeed at Rio~ The :first part of this qnestion has 
been acldressed to me by a ~orrespondent ; and my an- . 
swer is that, assuming them to be persons of real skill 
and merit, they would in time meet with fa.ir and possibly 
brillia.nt success. They would, bowever, at first meet 
with grea.t competition, the medica.l profession at Rio 
being crowded. vVhate.ver might have been their pre
vious training and experience, and however distinguished 
the diplomas they might bring, they would still have to 
undergo a rigid examination conducted in the Portuguese 
language, to test their qua.lifications fo1· practice. N either 
could tbey expect to receive tbe slightest degree of favor, 
but, on the contra.ry, they would be subjected to treat
ment exa.cting, jealous, and suspicious. The same will 
apply to all foreigners who undertake to enter any of the 
professions, including that of dentistry. 

V et:y few physicians drive in a private conveyance to · 
visit their patients, and none support sty lish equipages ; 
they sometimes go in tbe street-cars, but genera.lly jn a 
public one-horse chaise. Their usual chàrge for a day
visit is ten milreis, a.t present exchange about four dollars, 
and double that amount for a night-visit. There are two 
English physicians at Rio who have a good practice, but 
there is no American physician. 

The American dentist holds bis own in Rio just as he 
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does in all other large foreign cities. There are half a 
dozen such dentists who have a good practice, clearing 
twenty-odd dollars a day, but working very hard to do so. 
One of these dentists, a young man, popular professionally 
and socially, related to me some funny experience he had 
at a social visit to one of his genteel patients, and which 
illustrates the humor and freedom of Brazilian society. 
It was an evening party given by a young married couple. 
The gentlemen were out on the garden veranda smoking 
and drinking healths. Presently the young host proposed 
the health of the dentist, when, instead of exclaiming 
" Viva I" they ali put their hands up to their faces and 
began to scream, as if undergoing a terrible dental opera
tion. 

There are two large medicai schools in Brazil under 
the control of and supported in part by the Government ; 
one being in the city of Bahia, and the other at Rio de 
.Janeiro. A new and very fine meclical school-building of 
granite is being erected at Rio, on Botafogo Bay, com
manding a grand view of the harbor. The com·se of 
study at the medical schools occupies eight years. The 
graduation is a gala occasion. The students who graduate 
wear black silk gowns, white cravats, and black 1miversity 
caps. Accompanied by their near relatives, who, with 
them, have looked forward for so many years to this their 
triumphal day, and who now share with them its joys, 
they drive in :fine carriages to church and attend a solemn 
mass. And for my part I admire to see ceremonies of 
solemnity accompany the ad.mission of people to this noble 
and important profession. N either in city nor country i~ 
the Brazilian · physician allowed to deal out and deliver 
medicine. He must write a prescription, and the pre-

~-~· JL.l.(. on must be :filled by a licensed druggist, who re
e\BLIO Ec"' 
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cords the prescription anel labels ·the meelicine with its 
name anel character. In the country, where a physician 
often 1-ieles horseback twenty rrriles to visit a patient, this 
practice may be very inconvenient. The patient can 
grow much worse or better bef01·e obtaining meelicine. 

Surgeons, in Brazil, who have performeel successful 
operations have frequently been very liberatlly paiel; anel 
th13re are some who accumulate fortunes. There is a 
small medical periodical at Rio. 

Marriage in Brazil is still regarded as a religious cere
mony anel not as a civil contract. To be va1iel it must, 
therefore, be performeel by a eluly authorizeel clergyman. 
If one or both of the parties be of a religion other than 
the 9atholic, the marri.age may be celebrateel by a duly 
authorizeel pastor or clergyman of such non-Oatholic relig- · 
ion, but in every case must be legally registereel ; also, 
prior to celebratio_n, the intention of its being celebrateel 
must be publicly announceel in the church on three Sun
elays, or publisheel. Those belonging to the Oatholic 
Ohurch m·e, of course, mardeel by the clergy of that 
church; but, in the larger citi.es, and especially in the 
provinces o f Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, owing to the 
presence of .American rrrissionaries as well as of clergymen 
of the Ohurch of Englanel, Protestants woulel reaelily ob
tain the services of some minister of that faith . 

.Amedcans abroael sometimes suppose tbat a eliplomatic 
or consular officer of their country can perform the· mar
ria.ge ceremony; but such is not the case. It is usual, 
however, anel in conformity with regu1ations, for the mm·
riage of an .American abroael to be performeel before anel 
in the preseuce of the consular officer. In such case he 
also signs the record of tbe marriage as a witness. He 
also, at request of the parties, afterwarel furnishes a cer-

6 
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tificate of the marriage, settin.g fOl'th the names, ages, 
places of bi.J:th of the parties, who the maniage was per
formed by, where, anel when; a copy of which he delivers 
to each one of the married couple, anel the other he senels 
to tbe Department of State, Washington. 

It seems that British consular officers in Brazil have 
authority to perform the marriage ceremony; anel it is 
not unusual for British subjects to be first married at 
tbeir consulate anel tben again by a clergyman. 

Some inconvenience has a.risen in tbe province of Rio 
Grande elo Sul, from notaries public baving illegally as
sumed to marry a elozen or twenty couples of non-Oatbolic 
German immigrants. As a matter of course, the Brazilian 
Government, tbrough its Minister of the Empll:e, hacl to 
declare that the marriages were illegal, tbougb tbe parties 
who were manieel were innocent of any wrong intention, 
bad cohabitecl for some years, anel bad chilclren born to 
them. The marriages could be legaliz.ed by the Legisla
ture. 

Any foreigner living in Brazil anel wishin.g to make a 
will must make it, not according to tbe laws of bis own 
country, but according to tbe Jaws of Brazil, ~o far as re
gards any property, real or personal, of bis tbat may be in 
Brazil at the time of bis cleath. Ris will must conform 
to the Brazilian law of inhe~itance. .Accorcling to such 
law, a testator can elispose of one thirel of ali bis property 
as he pleases; but he is obliged to give one thirel to bis 
widow anel one third to bis children. If he leaves no 
will, one ha]f of the property goes to the wife- in case 
there bad been no previous marriage settlement- aucl the 
other half equa11y to the cbildren. The estate which a 
deceased foreigner may leave in Brazil, whether real or 
personal, anel whether he leaves a will or not, has to be 
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settled by the orphans' court. The consular officer of his 
country is allowed to examine the list of property and 
watch the proceedings, and that is all. The taxes and 
charges to which such property is subjected are regarded 
as exceedingly exorbitant. A Brazilian ÍJl Rio worth four 
hundred thousand dollars was lately struck by a falling 
piece of timber and suddenly killed. He had made no 
will, yet left two illegWmate sons to whom he was much 
attached, but who received no part of his property. 

Debts due druggists, physicians, and the clergy are 
privi1eged. T1:adesmen readily extend credit to mechan
ics and laborers to the amount of half their wages. In 
wholesale trade the cash buyer gains a very considerable 
advantage. In the dry-goods trade, for example, a credit 
of twelve months is granted, but if the purch.aser pays 
cash he will get twelve to fourteen per cent discount. 
Generally all products of the cmmtry are sold for cash or 
on tbree months' credit. Ooffee is a cash article. Fresh 
meat, fresh :fish, and mechanical work command cash. In 
imports, salt, lumber, petroleum, copper, lead, and codfish 
are cash articles. Flour is sold at . six months' credit, or 
cash at six per cent discount. There is a tendency to 
increase the list of cash arti:cles. There is a system of · 
amicable adjudication in which a p1aintiff at the court of 
:first instance or of original jurisdiction obtains judgment 
for so much of a claim to be paid monthly. If a debtor 
fails so to pay, appeal can be had to a higher court, which 
gives judgment for the whole amount. Business is gen
erally conservative, and conducted -.,vith that steady and 
economical spirit which is cbaracteristic of the Portu
guese. The accumulation of great fortunes is not of fre
quent .occurrence. There is a permanent and general 
bankrupt law . . Bankruptcy that is settled according to 
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legal :forms is not :frequent; but failmes attended with 
private settlement are frequent. The _long-credit system 
of Brazil, though a relic of old and slow business times, 
has natmally been fostered by the great extent of the 
country and the difficulties of communication. It is a 
subject of frequent complaint in ali business circles. 

An official Brazilian report made in 1881, treating of 
the interior of the province of Maran.ham, says : "Who
ever has seen one of our villages has seen ali, because, un
happily, in ali is noticed an absolute lack of taste in the 
construction of the dwellings, showing yet more promi
nently the indolence and misery which everywhere pre
vail. To a visitor our interior looks like an old and .aban
doned country, where everything is going to decay, and 
the common necessaries of life are not to be met· with." 
M. Andrade, the president of the province, in his mes
sage to the Legislative .A,ssembly, February, 1884, says, 
"To speak franJdy, what is needful isto wrest this noble 
province from the lethargy which oppresses it." This is 
the province at which the American steamers fu·st touch, 
on their way to Rio, after lea.ving Pará. Its natural 
resources are important. It contains several navigable 

· ri vers, anel most of the population is in towns along their 
banks. A civil engineer of Brazil, whose home is in this 
province, in giving me a description of the rivers, anel of 
the :finely wooded and fertile ·tracts accessible therefrom, 
rather dampened the delightful impression I had got from 
his statements, by telling me, in answer to a direct ques
tion, that he had once seen one of those big, cattle-swallow-· 
ing serpents, the anaconda, swirnming along in one of 
these rivers. "There is an abundance of good land, but 
the chief obstacle to its culti-vation," writes a resident of 
the province, is "the want of proper roads and an enter-
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prising population to open the country, and better legis
lation for indncing and facilitating immigration." 

The p1·ovince of Ceará is remarkable for the famine 
whicli occUl'red there a few years ago. "Industry and 
trade generally, in the province," writes Jl,llr. George Hol
derness, American consular agent at the port of Ceará, 
in 1884, "have made no progress since 1877, the begin
ning of the great dl·ought. Emigrationfrom.. the ·prov
ince, which eommenced then, ·has since continued in an 
increasing degree, up to the beginning of 1884." It is 
estirriated that the number of Cearense, who emigrated to 
the province of Amazonas, alone, amounted to thirty thou
sand, many of whom fonnd a grave ou the banks of the 
Amazon. The interior of the province is thinly peopled, 
and a state of desolation prevails. The agricultlll'al class 
in the interior are represented as having no means of rec
reation to speak of. Horseback-riding is the only exer
cise they take. For amusement the men play cards, and 
also play on the viola or gnitar. There is no national game 
among the boys. The poor people have been benefited 
by the export of goat-skins, a tJ.·ade started recently. O ver 
two hunclred thousand of these were shipped to the United 
States in 1884, and nearly as many to Europe. The ex
port of oranges to the United States bas lately commenced. 
The principal export trom Ceará is cotton, of which ten 
million pounds Wel'C exported in 1884. The interior is 
mostly composed of highlands, which are used for cattle
breeding . . Since the white settlements began, there have 
been four or :f:ive fatal droughts there, the last and one 
of the worst of which occurred in 1877-1878. The two 
previous . years there had been an excess of ra;i.n. By 
March, 1877, the bishop ordered prayers in all the chlll'ches 
for rain. Weeks and months passed, while the situation 
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was growing worse. The crops failed, anel by April anel 
May the poorer people .began to fl.ock to the villages for 
food. The forage had disappeared, anel the stock-raisers 
began to slaughter their cattle for their hides anel tallow. 
There was local relief as long as the generously disposed 
had the means. .Some provisions were brought in from 
neighboring provinces on the backs of animais. Such 
relief, of course, could only be very limited. The terri
tory was then, ànd is now, so unprovided with good roads 
anel means of transportation, that a drough1t, which under 
di:fferent circumstances could have been tided ·o ver with
out much suffering, reached there anel then the propor
tions of a tragic anel melanchoJy famine. By the middle 
of 1877 many thousands of the interior inhabitants were 
fl.eeing, half naked anel in a state of destitution, toward 
the coast cities. Many perished on the way, but many 
thousands more, who arrived at places where there was 
food, subsequently died of disease. Probably it is quite 
within bounds to estimate the mortality in tbe provincc, 
from the famine, at two hundred thousand. The General 
Assembly of Brazil :finally voted a large sum of money for 
the relief of the destitution. 

An· ol?serving friend, who recently traveled in the 
province of Paraná, has given me his impressiona of the 
condition and manners of the people thm·e. In bis opin
ioil, the natural fertility of the soil tends to make tbe in
babitants indolent. Each head of a family plants a small 
plot of ground, whose produce may last a year. He cloes 
not try to do more. He does not raise crops for the mar
ket. N early ali of the commerce of the province is in 
the yerba maté but even this they do not cultivate. It 
grows wild, anel tbe people who bring it to town do so 
from the necessity of having to procure certain neces-
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saries. The higher class is also indolent, going to bed 
early and rising late. What give.s life to the town is 
the coming and going of the colonists in selling milk and 
other small things. There are scarcely any amusements. 
On Sundays people have balls, and now and then chmch 
festivais. The feeling toward immigrants and foreigners 
is kind. Cmitiba, the capital, is perhaps the only place 
in the empire where Protestants have been allowed to 
build a house of worship with the exterior of a church, 
namely, with a.church-steeple. The work was stopped by 
the Government, on acco1mt of being against the law, 
but the local sentiment tolerated it, and the church has 
been completed. The houses at Curitiba are built of 
brick or pine-wood, principally of the latter, and the 
roofs are shingled with the native pine. The furniture 
is made of the same. 

Y oung women many at different ages, from thirteen 
_ years upward. If the parents are rich, they give a dower; 
otherwise, they merely fumish the wedding outfit, con
sisting of considerable clothing and linen. Y oung women 
of the middle class, besides helping in the work of 
the house, devote themselves to sewing a:nd sometimes 
even washing and ironing. There are few books which 
a young girl cau read in Brazil, because, as a rule, the 
noveis are not of a very high moral tone. There are no 
story-books, or anything of the sort, for the young; they 
either read nothing, or else read noveis in books or from 
newspapers. 

There is a normal school at Curitiba, kept in a _ 
pretty good building, but its furniture is scanty. There 
are a few maps on the wall, one or two blackboards, and 
nothing more. The library is not small, but the books 
are of little va1ue, and apparently were don~ted by per-
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sons who wished to get ri.d of them. There is a private 
school kept by the German pastor in the German Prot
estant church, with a large attendance. The seats are 
roere benches. 

The dress of the people is in the same style as at Rio, 
except that perhaps the people are not so particular as to 
cleanliness and good material. 

The surface in Paraná is divided into two distinct 
portions, the coast be1t and the interior table-land. As
cending the mountains, forest-covered, we come to a 
table-land entú:ely :fl.at, at an elevation of three thousand 
:feet, and which is studded here and there with pine-for
ests. Going from Paranagua to Curitiba, the scenery is 
very beautiful and grand. 

Mr. Bigg-Wither, an English engineer employed two 
or three years on a railway survey in the wilds of Pa
raná, describes, in his interesting work, "Pioneeri.ng in 
South Brazil," a visit in 1872 to the home of a Brazilian 
landed proprietor, who represented a type of the ordinary 
backwoods planter and stock-raiser, but who at that date 
was a generation- one would think a centmy-behind 
the intelligent and cultivated class of planters. Mr. Bigg
Wither, traveling with assistants and supplies loaded on 
mules, had got ·within about a day's march of his destined 
headquarters, Colonia Thereza, in the great forest-covered 
valley of the I vahy. H e says: "W e followed Sr. An
drade into the house, and found ourselves in a little tim
ber-built room, of about fourteen feet by twelve feet, 
with doors in each of the walls opening into other 
apartments, whose mysteries will presently be explairied. 
Benches were ranged all a1·ound the walls, with the excep
tion of the spaces left for the doorways. The :fl.oor was 
thê bare earth, beaten hard, and ou it stood, in the mid-
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dle of the room, one solitary table. There were no win
dows, and when the door was shut, the light could only 
come in through the chinks in the walls and roof, which, 
however, seemed large enough to render :fmther provision 
for light and air unnecessary. Round these walls, which 
were all built of t.imbers similar in shape to an ordinary 
raHway-sleeper, the convex side being outward, were 
hung ali the paraphernalia which pertained to the every
day occupations of t~ inmates. Lassos, whips, spurs, 
saddles and bridles, weak-looking guns, and tawdry pis
tols, took up most of the available space, and indicated 
accurately enough what was the life led by om· host and 
the male portion of his family. The door oppo13ite the 
entrance by which we had come in was open, disclosing 
a lean-to shed, in which an atrociously ugly negress was 
engaged in crushing co:ffee with a wooden pestle and 
mortaJ.'. The door on the right opened into a second 
lean-to shed, in which, through the interstices of the wall, 
appeared a :fire on the ground, with vaJ.'Íous pots and 
paus around it, over which a young and good-looking girl 
was prosiding. This informatio:ri we obtained inadver
tently, and evidently not altogether with the consent of 
Sr. Andrade, by our happening to advance fa1-ther into 
the room than was intended, and thus obtaining a full 
view of this domestic apartment and of its occupant 
through the open door. The third door was of better 
make than the ones 1·eferred to, and was furnished with a 
lock and key. 

"Our host's :first act, after o:ffering us seats, one on 
either side of the entrance, was to present a cigarette, 
made of tobacco rolled np in an Indian-corn leaf, to each, 
to light which a young, half-naked slave-boy appeared on 
the scene and handed round a brand out of the :fire. The 
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senhora, a cheerful, mother1y-looking old lady, now carne 
into the room, and added her we1comes to those ah·eady 
given by her husband. Pedro, who seemed to be more 
or less a privileged person in the house, had a short con
versaHon with her, and she went out and presently re
turned, accompanied by_ the negress, beaxing a large 
wooden bowl full of delicious-looking new milk, a bever
age which Pedro had no doubt told ber would be an ac
ceptable o:ffering to us. After tbe milk, co:ffee in tiny 
cups was brougbt in and handed l'Ound to us by the 
senhora herself. When we had in this manner taken o:ff 
the edge of our fatigues, conversation began, Pedro act
ing as interpreter. . • . Andrade himse1f was an old man 
of about sixty years, and allowed bis wife to do most of the 
talking for him wben she was in the room. One of her 
:first questions was to know wbether we were married; 
and, on hearing tbat we were still in tbe full enjoyment 
of our freedom, she proceeded to enlarge upon the de
lights of a married life, informing us, at the same time, 
that sbe bad :five unman-ied daughters! After this pretty 
broad bint of wbat was expected of us, we of course ex
pressed a wisb to tben and tbere make tbe acquaintance 
of these fair members of tbe family. Her face became 
suddenly grave when this request was translated to her 
by Pedro, and for a moment her flow of words was 
stopped, and I fearecl that a mistake bad been inad
vertently made. She looked hesitatingly at her husband, 
who bad remainecl silently puffing at bis cigarette during 
this conversation, ang he said something which we did 
not understand, but wbich bad the e:ffect of at once dis
pelling her momentary gravity. The old mau got up, 
and, going to the locked door and tnrning the key, opened 
it and disappeared into a dark chamber within. Almost 
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immediately, however, he returned, saying, 'The girls 
are not accustomed to see strangers, and are afraid.' 
Meanwhile, the senhora, who was n_ow evidently deter
mined that her daughters should show themselves, had, 
in her turn, disappeared into the secret chamber, from 
which various sounds of whispering and suppressed gig
gling were now proceeding. Presently the senhora re
appeared, leading one very modest-looking damsel of 
about eighteen or nineteen years of age, anel closely fol
lowed by tbree others, apparently somewhat younger . 
.A.ll appeared to be overwhelmed with intense shyness, 
and an almost bysterical desire to laugh. After a formal 
and separate introduction of each one-be it noted that 
tbe lady was here introduced to the gentleman-they all 
retired back again into the secret chamber, and their papa 
once more turned the key upon th\')m. At this time we 
were ignorant of the custom, which I afterward found to 
be so general in these out-of-the-way parts, of keeping 
the women, or rather tbe daughters, of tbe family, locked 
up like wild beasts; conseqnently we diel not hesitate to 
express our wonder, anel to ask wby it was clone in this 
case. Sr. AnelFaele, in reply, said it was the cust01n of 
the country, anel that he hacl never thought of bringing 
his daughters up in any other way. I asked, 'Did tbey 
never go out ~ ' 'No, never,' h e replied; they had a1l 
learned riding when they were éhildren, and sihce then 
they bad, according to custom, been shut up in the house, 
where tbey would remain untíl husbands had been ob
tained for them. . . . Some of us promising to breakfast 
with the Andrades tbe following morning, we retireel to 
our tents for the night, wondering much that a man, who 
prided himself on being the owner of an estate of more 
than thirty square miles in extent, anel who also possessed 
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some hundreds o:f head o:f cattle, mules, and horses, could 
be content to pass his life in so wretched a habitation as 
was his, living in a style not better than the poorest ca
boclo. . . . In the morning, on going out o:f our tent, we 
:found Andrade already stiwding outside his door, waiting 
:for our appearance to summon us in to partake o:f co:f
:fee ·and smoke a cigarette, in which manner a Brazilian 
j'azendeilro invariably begins his day, break:fast being usu
ally de:ferred till tenor eleven o'clock. ... On returning 
from our ride at about ten o'clock, I went in to breakfast 
with the AndJ:ades, according to promise. The :first dish 
o:ffered consisted o:f cubes of hard meat, out of which aJl 
:flavor and goodness had been extracted by a process o:f 
cooking unknown to me, and withal so tongh that no 
teeth could meet through them, the whole floating about 
in some thin, greasy-looking fluid which our hosts called 
caldo, but which seemed to be nothing more than greasy 
hot water. A second dish consisted of black beans, like
wise swimming in greasy caldo. · Oabbage, cut into fine 
shreds, formed a third dish ; w hile j'CIIJ"iJnli,a was handeel 
roimd to be put into each individual's plate, to absorb the 
greasy liquor, anel thus facilitate the conveyance of it . to 
the moutb. 

"N otwithstauding a sharp appetite, engendered by a 
tbree hours' ride in the fresh mountain air, my stomach 
revolted :from the nauseons mess in my plate, anel vain 
were my attempts to get any o:f it elown. A:fter this 
carne a elish o:f cureled milk, which, when eaten with 
sugar and j'CIIJ"iln!~a, is reaUy not objectionable. Water 
anel rum were then haneleel rounel to drink, anel thus the 
meal carne to an end. Before rising from tbe table, how
ever, Andrade anel Jaca (his son) each :filled his mouth 
with water, which, after going through various sug-
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gestiv!'l contortions of cheeks anel lips for about half a 
minute, they presently squirteel out, broaelcast, ·o ver the 
harel-beaten muel fl.oor. Immediately after this, co:ffee 
anel cigarettes were haneleel rounel by the senhora herself, 
she having all through the meal remaineel standing, in 
attendance upon us anel upon her husbanel anel son. 

"The meal above elescribeel may be taken, to a great 
extent, as typical of the entertainment o:ffereel to the 
traveler at the houses of ali the ruder planters of the re
moter districts of the province. What they are accus
tomeel to eat themselves, they give you-nothing more 
and nothing less. They might live like princes, with. 
such a wealth of nature arounel them, but, in the great 
majority of instances, they certainly seem to prefer to 
live like-pigs. Their hospitality, however, must be 
taken to cover a multitude of sins. When once a trav
eler can get accustomecl to the foocl of the country, there 
is no trait that he more appreciates in the character of 
the people than their open anel ungrudging hospitality to 
all comers." 

A kind of ball which the same anthor attended at the 
Oolonia Thereza village, situated in a fertile region, yet 
stagnant :fl·om lack of communicatio~ with the outer 
world, is thus described : " On entering the house at which 
the entertainment was to be held, we immediately founel 
ourselves in a large, mud~:fl.oor room, rangecl rouud the 
walls of which were all the youth anel beauty of the vil
lage, smartly dressed in clean cotton priuts, all evidently 
' got up' for the occasion. In the cente1· of this room, 
which was bare of furniture, the young men of-the vil
lage, to the number of about two dozen, were grouped 
together, chatting anel smoking cigarettes, with their hats 
on their heads, to all appearance utterly obHvious of the 

'l 
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presen.ce of the laclies. Our entry seemed to be the signal 
:for the commencement of the entertainment. Two banjos 
struck up, and now, for tbe :first time, the men began to 
turn their attention to tbe demure but conscious-looking 
maidens, who had up to the present moment been silently 
awaiting their pleasure. One by one each man chose a 
partner, till ten couples were made up. These ten couples 
now formed a circle in the middle of the room, and the 
dance commenced. 

" With slow and rbythmic beat the men :first began to 
keep time to the banjos, alternately advancing toward anel 
retiring :from the center of the ring, the women also 
stamping with their :feet but not advancing. At the end 
o:f each dozen bars or so of the music, all with one accord, 
both men and women, gave three loud claps of the hands, 
which was the signal for the moment of a greater clisplay 
of energy in the movements of the body, and a more vig
orous stam.ping of feet upon the bard mud fioor. All at 
once one of the J;Ilen dancers, in a rich full voice, struck 
up an 'impromptu' stanza, in beautiful time and barmony 
with the musié, the last words of which were taken up 
and repeated in chorus by ali. Once more vocal silence, 
while the monotonous ttlm, tum, tum, of the banjos, and 
the noise of the stamping of feet, went on as before. 
Then again, a second, wild, 'impromptu' stanza bm·st 
forth from another of the gancers, again to be taken up in 
chorus by all . We observed on each of these occasions 
that tbe dancers all turned their eyes upon Uf3, as though 
we were the persons they were addressing. vV e presently 
found this to be the case, one of our interpreters, who was 
present, coming up and inform:ing us that we were being 
invited to 'join the dance.' N othing loath, we each chose 
a willing damsel from the still unexhausted row of wall-
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flowers, and joined the untiring ring in the middle of the 
room. 

"Dming what seemed interminable minutes, we too 
had now to beat our feet upon the hard :fl.oor, swing om 
arms and bodies, and clap om hands. As the dance went 
on, the excitement waxed stronger, the 'impromptu' 
shouts became yells, the once graceful swaying of the 
bodies of the performers was changed into violent contor
tions, and aJJ. the characteristics of a N orth American In
dian war-dance carne into play. Omling anel I now 
quietly slipped out of the ranks of the dancers, anel re
tired unnoticed to the background. The atmosphere of 
the room was full of the smoke of cigarettes, through 
which the dim bees-wax tapers, here and there stuck upon 
the face of the walls around, cast a lurid glare. Suddenly 
the music ceased; the tired finge1·s of the minstrels had 
given way at last, and the dance abruptly carne to a con
clusion. The partllership between each conple was im
mediately dissolveel, without ceremony of any kinel. The 
mau turneel on his heel without look, word, or salutation; 
and the forlorn damsel, hm· service or presence being no 
longer necessary, once more retired to her place against 
the wall, there to bloom unheeded till another dance 
shonld be commenced. 

" Refreshments of rum, water, and cigarettes were 
now handed róund by the host to us anel to the men gen
erally, who had again groupeel themselves in threes and 
foms about the midc1le of the room. Dming the dance 
no conversation hac1 been C.:'trried on between the partners; 
and now no sign of courtesy or c1eference was bestowed 
upon the poor, forsaken damsels by their late partners. It 
appeared to me that this neglect proceeded not so much 
from any indifference or want of gallantry on tbe part of 
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the men, as from an enforced cnstom, which seemed tG> 
forbid even the slightest appearance of intimacy between 
the sexes. A longer acquaintance with this backwoods 
colony was not convincing of the perfect e:fficacy of these 
strict rules of its society. N evertheless, in default of a 
higher standard of education being given to the women, 
they are no doubt necessary." 

It seems that when a stranger comes to one of these 
backwoods settlements the people out of compliment
possibly in part for cm·iosity-come to take a look at him. 
The :first day Mr. Bigg-Wither arrived at Oolonia Thereza, 
he dined in the evening with the diTector, and says : 
"While we were at ~ner, the same cm·ious custom, with 
which we were :first made acquainted at Ponta Grossa, of 
the people of the place paying us complimentary visits, 
was observed; at one time during the meal there being as 
many as twenty individuais standing or squatting round the 
walls of the room, staring silently with might and main. 
They neither offered to say a word, nor, as far as I could 
tell from their manner, did they expect to be addl;essed 
themselves. I really began to feel quite uncomfortable 
under theiT prolonged and silent stare. At length, how
ever, somewhat to my relief, they began to depart one by 
one, till, by the time dinner was concluded, they had all 
disappeared. W e talked to the director about them after
ward, and he told us they were ali residents of the place, 
and that they merely wished to compliment us." 

Captain Burton, in his graphic work tlie "Highlands 
-of Brazil," thus describes the planter's life as he saw it in 
the province of Minas-Geraes in 1867: " The life of the 
planter is easlly told. He rises at dawn and his slave
valet brings him coffee and wash-hand basin with ewer, 
both of solid silver. After strolling about the mill, which 
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often begins work at 2 .A. M., and ri.ding over the estate to 
see that the hands are not idling, he returns between nine 
and eleven with his family, and, if a bachelor, with his 
head men to breakfast. The sunny homs are passed either 
in a s.iesta aided by a glass of English ale-there ~s noth
ing English in it but the name- in reading the newspa
pers, or in receiving visits. The dinner is between 3 P. M. 

and 4: P. M., sometimes later; it is invariably followed by 
co:ffee and tobacco. Often there is another relay of co:ffee 
before sitting down to tea, biscuits and butter, or con
serves, and the day ends with chat in some cool place. 
The monotony . . . is broken by an occasional visit to a 
neighbor, or to the nearest country town." 

Santa Oatharina, the most southerly but one of Bra
zil's twenty provinces, contains the land granted as the 
Princess Imperial's marriage-portion, and on which is a 
colony under charge of an American. There are several 
colonies in the province, and it possesses a diversified sur
face, and a salubrious climate, like ali of Brazil's highlands. 
Desterro, its port and capital, has a good harbor, and in 
time of war is used as Brazil's southern naval station. 
Five to nine- steamships per month; each way, north and 
south, call there. The la;te American ·consular agent 
there, Mr. Comsett, in a report published by the Depart
ment of State, gave the name and character of thirty-eight 
different kincls of valuable timber growing in that prov
ince, and states that there are many other kinds. The 
province has been called the paradise of Brazil, There is 
an abundance of fish and beef, but othe1·wise Mr. Oom
sett found the expense. of living dear. 

I have lately obtained, direct, some information rela
tive to the German colonies of Blumenau, Brusque, and 
D. Francisca, and which, though from a source very 
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friendly to the colonies, I consider reliable. They are 
distant eight days by steamer southwest from Rio de 
Janeiro. The colony of Blumenau was founeled by Dr. 
Blumenau in 1849, anel occupies mountainous land, with 
red-colored anel .somewhat sanely soil, natmally proeluc
ing forest near the navigable waters of the Itajahy River. 
Its markets are Desterro, Santos, anel Rio ele Janeiro, and 
as eight steamers a month run between these points, there 
ought to be reasonable rates of transportation. However, 
it costs twenty-six elollars for first-.class passage on a 
steamer from Rio to the nearest port for this colony. The 
colonists bought their land at the rate of about two mills 
a square braça, they each hold on an average about one 
hundred alqueiras (six hundreel acres), and about half the 
number have fully paiel for · their lanel. The Brazilian 
Government furnished money to builel roaels. There is 
a road leading from Itajahy on the sea-coast, by the way 
oi Brusque, to Blumenau, and there are also some steam
boats running on the Itajahy River. These colonists are 
principally Protestant Germans from N orth Germany. 
They do not grow coffee; their principal crops are sugar
cane, Indian corn, beans, and rice ; and they raise cattle 
and hogs. Tlie houses of the colonists are of wood and 
brick, one story high with fl.oor overhead, and situated 
about three hundred to five hundred yards apart. Each 
family has on an average a dozen cows, thirty to forty 
pigs, one to four horses, a few sheep, anel a good deal of 
poultry, chickens, turkeys, pigeons, etc. The wages for 
men's labor are forty cents to a dollar a day of ten hours' 
work. Servant-girls are paid · four to six dollars per 
month. There is an abundance of food, the climate is 
excellent, and good health prevails. I am assured that a 
colonist working hard, yet living well, will easily pay for 



LIFE .A.ND M.A.NNERS. 79 

his land and accumulate a capital of twelve h1mdred to 
twenty-four hundred dollars in eight or ten years. For 
social diversion the colonists have the usual German 
amusements. There are two or three singing societies, a 
shooting society, also occasional baUs. There are also iish
ing and hunting. At both Blumenau and D. Francisca 
there is a theatre, with a performance in German once or 
· twice a month. There are two newspapers published at 
Blum.enau, and one at D. Francisca, all in the German 
language. The postal service is regular. There are two 
post-offices, which have to accommodate a pretty exten
sive region. Instruction in the schools is in the Germau 
language. Teachers receive eight to sixteen dollars a 
month, and land and house free. Attendance of children 
from eight to fonrteen years of age is very regular. 

The German colonists have from six to eight ch1uches, 
nearly all Protestant, and sustained by themselves. At 
Blumenan the Italians and Portuguese each have a Catho
lic church. With one exception, the Catholic churches 
are sustained by the colonists themselves. The Italians 
in the settlement .are from the north of ltaly. Only a 
very few of the colonists are naturalized, but they are of 
comse subject to Brazilian laws, with the exception of be
ing called into the military service. As a rule, they appear 
to be contented with their lot. The colony of Blumenau 
has a municipal organization, and belongs politically to 
the iirst election district of the province. There are sev
era! hotels at the center of the. colony, which furnish a 
good table at le~s than a dollar a day-" drinking extra." 
The venders also furnish lodging. There are no slaves 
in the colony. 

In the interior of Brazil, and among the more numerous 
class of people, the habits and accommodations of living 
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are very primitiva, anel scarcely above a half-civilizeel con
dition. The fl.oors of the elwellings are nothing but the 
natural grounel. Householel utensils are very scanty. 
People eat with their fingers, insteael of with knives anel 
forks, anel are expert in throwing the fooel into their 
mouths. W omen seldom sit at the table with the men, 
eapecially if there be a atranger preaent; but, with the 
children, will take their meals aitting on the grounel, the 
food being spread on a elry hiele, instead of on a cloth. 
Some of the habita, such as bending the heael elown, and 
wiping the mouth, after eating, on the bare table, are re
pulsive enough. For a little fun, after a jovial meal, one 
of the nakeel children-five or six years olel it may be
will be put upon the table, anel maele to frolic about by dif
ferent ones giving it an amiable slap. W omen belonging 
to the mieldle class, in the rural elistricts, make visita to 
their neighbors barefooteel. The clothing of men is :fre
quently nothing more than a shirt anel a pair of trousers. 
If it is cold, they will wear the same reel woolen blanket 
that they use for cover at night. The hammock is com
monly used, insteael of a beel, anel is much the more tidy 
article of furniture, it being the custom to wash it twice 
a month. The ordinary hammock ia of cotton, woven by 
hanel at home, anel quite durable. Some of them ha,ve 
neat "variegated borelers, anel cost twelve elollars. So also 
out in the wilds of Matto-Grosso there will be seen large, 
square, anel home-made hammocks, woven with di:fferent 
colora, which are worth forty elollars each. People sleep 
in the bammock at night without undressing. In the elay
time the hammock has to serve for a seat, chairs being 
very scarce. Indeed, the long dry season on the interior 
table-lands tenels to cause wooden furniture to fali to 
pieces. The sa.me people who eat with their hands, it 
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must be said to their credit, are clean in regard to their 
bodies; they are in the habit of bathing frequently. In 
Matto-Grosso, women as well as men are addicted to smok
ing cjgarettes. People bave coffee served to them in a 
small cup in the morning before getting out of the bam
mock. 



OHAPTER V. 

THE EMPEROR OF BRAZffi, 

"W H.A.T sort of a man is the Emperor ~" This was 
the question most frequently asked me on my return from 
Brazil to the United States. Dom Pedro II, Emperor of 
Brazil, is six feet tall, anel weighs one hundred anel eighty 
pounds. He has an intellectual head, eyes a grayish blue 
(his mother was the Archduchess Leopoldine of Austria), 
bearel full anel gray, hair well trimmed, also gray, complex
ion fl.orid, anel expression sober. He is erect, and has a 
manly bearing. Being now upwarel of sixty years of 
age, he is not, of course, so sentimental a mau as when, 
thirty years or so ago, he used to talk to American trav
elers about our poets. Desceneleel from a long line of 
rulers, he carne to the throne in 1840, at the early age of 
fomteen anel a half years. His reign began fifteen years 
after Brazilian indepenelence, for his father, being unwill
ing to accept so liberal a Oonstitution, frankly expresseel 
his sentiments, honorably abdicated, though at great sacri
:fice of his feelings, anel retirecl to Portugal. Dming this 
long perioel there have been some provincial rebellions 
anel some local turmoil, but the Emperor has always shown 
a tact, energy, anel humanity that helpeel much to restore 
order, quiet, anel goocl :feeling. Thus, while he has · held 
the scepter his country has continued to prosper. Its 
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vast area bas been belel intact, anel it bas become an 
important empire. As I bave 1ookeel at bis gray head, 
when he has been driving in bis carriage through the 
streets of Rio, I bave said to myself, "There certainly 
is an august and venerable character." • 

The sixtieth anniversary of his birthday, December 2, 
1885, was celebrated by the Municipal Council of Rio by 
the liberation of one hunelred anel thirty-three slaves, with 
funds contributed by private parties for that purpose. 
The whole amount thus contributeel was 34,925 milreis 
($12,256), of wbich the sum of 30,000 mi1reis was from 
some person unknown, but generally believeel to be tbe 
Emperor himself. During the ceremony of conferring 
the letters of liberty upon the slaves, the Emperor is said 
to have expressed the wisb that Goel wou1el give him life 
to bestow liberty upon the last slave in Brazil. 

My wife anel I hael the honor of being presenteel to 
the Emperor anel Empress of Brazil, at the Palace of São 
Christovão, some little time after om· arriva1, anel were 
graciously receiveel by both. As was natural on this oc
casion, reference was maele to the Emperor's visit in the 
United States, anel I was glael to assure him of his popu
larity there. I tolel him he hael many friends in the 
Uniteel States. He replieel: "That is a gooel recorel." 
On hls learning that the place of my nativity was in the 
same region of country as Boston, the Emperor saicl that 
Boston pleaseel him more than any other city in the 
Unitecl States. The first person he visiteel when in Bos
ton was Mr. Clark, of Cambridge, the celebrateel telescope
maker. As ali the world knows, the Emperor is not only 
a scholar, but a man of great activity. He is unwearied 
in his visits to observe anel encourage industrial anel eelu
cational enterprise. Day after elay one hears of his spend-
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ing two or three hours at a time at some of the public in
stitutions or establishments-it may be a depru:tment of 
the Government, or the National Library or Museum, or 
a public-school examination, or a hospital, or the Military 
Academy, or the ~overnment machine-shops, or the Ar
senal. 

Daniel W ebster would get up at four o'clock in the 
morning to study a patent case, and has been seen thus 
early with his coat o:ff, lying on the fl.oor 011 11is back under 
a machine, studying the principie and detai]s of its opera
tion. The Emperor does almost as much, for he has been 
known, on an American vessel at Rio, to descend on lad
ders through a narrow passage-way down to the bottom 
of the vessel and minutely study its machinery. He 
makes journeys, lasting several days, into the interior to 
assist in the opening of new railroacls, and on these occa
sions he is frequently accompanied by the Empress, a 
very popular lady, of :fine manners. A recent instance of 
his notice of scientiiic work, which he seems always par
ticularly glad to honor, was his visit, October 10, 1884, on 
board the U nited States Ooast-Survey vessel Oharles S. 
Patterson, then lying at Rio on her way to Alaska for 
scienti:fic service. He was welcomed on board by the 
American minister, ex-Governor Thomas A. Osborn, and 
Lieutenant Olover, commanding the vessel. He went 
tlu:ough the vessel, examined careful1y its library, scien
ti:fic instruments, charts, new apparatus for measuring 
depth, as well as the newly invented steam launches. 
Later in the day he attended the opening of the new in
clined-plane Corcovado Mo")lll.tain Rai1way to Paineiras. 
The following day, n.ccording to the journals of Octo
ber 11th, he spent three hours at the Government Office 
of Public .4-rchives, where he read several documents oi 



THE EMPEROR OF BRAZIL. 85 

historie interest, among others the 01·iginal correspondence 
of Lord Cochrane, the defense of Count Barca, a curious 
manuscript of Father Francisco José da Serra Xavier, 
etc. ; also looked at some of tbe work of the o:ffice. 

If Peter li, Emperor of Brazil, lacks some of those 
great qualities of statesmanship which distinguished Peter 
the Great of Russia, he must be admitted anyhow to pos
sess much tact as a ruler. Probably he does not exercise 
a hundredth part of the one-man power that is used by 
the President of the United States. 

In case of bis death the Emperor would be sncceeded 
on the tbrone by bis claughter tbe Princesa Isabella, born 
July 29, 1846, and married, October 15, 1864, to Count 
d'En (Louis Gaston, Prince d'Orléans), grandson of Louis 
Philippe. The princesa bears a strong likeness to her 
father, anel is regarcled as an earnest Catholic. 

When the Emperor goes out in the city he always 
rides in the imperial carriage, drawn by six mules or 
horses, with a mounted escort of eight or ten men, two of 
which ride ahead. The carriage is always driven rapidly, 
anel the Emperor's coming over the stone pavements can 
be heard some distance off. He generally sits bareheaded 
in the carriage, reading, anel retlll'ns salutations with a 
slight nod. I am told that bis library, into which visitors 
are not nsually admitted, is in a state of great disorder
books, pictUl'es, anel other objects being scattered over tbe 
floor. He gi.ves no dinners nor balls, but is accessible to 
the pnblic genera1ly every Satmday evening. He is very 
benevolent, and gives away a good deal of money to the 
poor. Though a man of liberal ideas, he fulfills those 
religious duties anel ceremonies required by bis o:ffice. 
One of these is to wash annually the feet of a certain 

· number of poor people. Respectable persons M'e selected 
8 
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for this rite, who, after its perfonnance, are treated to a 
good dinner. At Easter likewise he attends the long 
service at the Catheclral, and publicly drinks a glass o:f 
holy water. A beautiful aud pious dnty, which he never 
neglects, is to visit bis mother's tomb on every anniver
sary of her death. 

The newspapers mentioned that, during the political 
excitement in April, a young man called at the palace in 
Petropolis, sent in a card, and asked for an interview with 
his Majesty the Emperor, which was granted. Upon 
being introàuced, the visitor informed his Majesty that 
he had come from São Paulo especially to warn him that 
the Conservatives must be called to take the Government. 
The Emperor replied that this required reflection, and in
vited the visitor to remain in aJn antechamber, from which 
he WM expelled by the servants. Some of his political 
duties will be referred to in the chapter on Government. 



CI-IAPTER VI. 

TIJUC.A.-PEDR.A. BONITA, 

ToURISTS arriving at Rio in the hot season, frequently 
go up to Tijuca to spend the nights, or at least to have a 
look at the place. It is a grand mountain-park region, 
embracing many thousand acres, intersected by excellent 
carriage-roads, which lead up to magnificent sea and 
mountain views, such as the Chinese and the Admiral's, 
abounding also with flower-besprinkled woods, granite 
clills, crystal brooks and cascades. Some of its nooks 
seem enchanted. There are two villages on the main 
road, and scattered about on the various eminences are 
some pretty villas whose grounds are well stocked with 
orange-groves, fig-trees, vines, thickets of bamboo, big 
rose-bushes, some of which are always in bloom, and 
much other vegetation. 

The place is now rathe1· quiet. To get there, you 
take the street-car marked Tijuca at tbe Largo São Fran
cisco, being carefnl to select a seat on the shady side; 
on the way you pass tbrough the long street, I-Iaddock 
Lobo, in which are the palaces ·of the Duke de Saxe and 
Baron Mesqueta, and in an hour reach the foot of the 
mountain. There yon take the stage, or a private con
veyance, up the fine mountain-road, adroitting of a trot 
a good part of the way, and in half an hour are at Boa 
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Vista, the most elevated village in Tijuca. That is as 
high ground all the stage reaches, but the green-topped 
mountains ou either side are several hundred fe_et higber. 
On the winding way up there are two places where very 
beautiful views are to be bad of the bay anel part of the 
city. There are a hotel anel several nice residences at Boa 
Vista., but from there the stage soou begins to clescend 
the other side to another hotel, reached in about ten 
minutes, anel which, though somewhat shut in, has a pleas
ant prospect from its piazza, anel on its grounds a clear 
strearu forming cool basins for bathing, amid a romantic 
labyrinth of foliage. 

The last six months' residence of my family anel my
self in Brazil was at Sea-View Cottage, Tijuca, a spot 
whence there is a view of the sea in two places. During 
this time we had many clelightful horseback-rides amid 
the charming solitudes, especia.lly into the Floresta anel 
its pleasant brielle-paths, where often the most brilliant 
butterflies, gently winging their way through the moist 
tropical air of some shaely ravine, wou1cl pass before us 
anel disappear in the woods. 

To illustrate the surrounelings, I shall venture to give 
a familiar account of a horsebacll;-ride which, accompa
nied by my wife anel daughter, I took to the top of the 
mountain called Pedra Bonita (" Beautiful Rock "). W e 
had been told by an old resident of Tijuca that the road 
was good ali the way there, and that people sometimes 
made the trip before breakfast. W e started at nine 
o'clock in the forenoon, May 4, 1885, anel, after riding 
something over a mile, on the road leading from Boa 
Vista to the Chinese View, we turned o:ff to tbe right anel 
went down into anel across a valley having :fifty acres or 
so of flat land watered by a clear stream, traversed by roads 



TIJUOA-PEDRA BONITA. 89 

arched o-ver by bamboos, and which was formerly the 
seat of a co:ffee-plantation. Of the latter -there is no ves
tige except a durable-looking house. At this time there 
was a dairy with a good modern barn for cows, some 
patches of cultivated grass on surTonndj.ng lrnolls, a few 
scattered d wellings, aJ:!,d on the farther si de, down stream, 
a paper-mill. W e rode on as far as the latter place, 
and found we were on the wrong track ; but a Portu
gnese operative went with us a few hundred yards anel 
sbowed us where to tmn. Soou we began to ascend the 
mountain o-ver a narrow way or path which bad been 
paved with rough stones many years ago, anel which was 
beginning to be obstructeel by high bushes and branches 
of trees, especially after we had left the only pasture-gate 
on the way. On we rode. W e w~re ascending the north 
side of the mountain; some of the· way was quite steep 
and difficult, and, the weather being warm, it was neces
sary occasionally to let the horses rest. W e soon gained 
a point where we had a full view of the Peak of Tijuca, 
the Parrot's Beak, and other mountain scenery. In the 
course of balf or threc quarters of an hour we carne to 
an old and abaneloned house, without :floor or windows, 
but in the yard of which was a fine specimen of ·the fue 
tree or plant in full bloom, with bright-red, long-leaveel 
flowers. We rode up into the door-yard to take a. look 
at the place, and to gain, if we could, a good distant view. 
There seemed to be no very near prospect of om· getting 
to the top of the mountain. However, we kept on our way 
through high and thickly grown bushes. In the course 
of half an hour more we carne to another eleserted, low
roofed, weather-stained house, still more dilapidated than 
the one we had just seen. Around this were a few rods 
of pasture, though rather overgrown with bushes. W e 
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seemed to have come to the end of our path, for there 
were no signs of a track beyond, and we were not at the 
summit of Pedra Bonita, that was SUI'e. Fortunately for 
us, however, we met there a colorecl man, a taU, slender 
olcl fellow, who was hunting bis mu1e. He vvas bare
footed, wore a pair of ' cotton trousers, a thin undershirt, 
a low-crowned felt hat, and had in his hands a sharp, 
l)l·ass-hilted artiUery saber or broaclsword, which I sup
posed he intended to use in cutting bushes. W e learned 
from him that we were on the right track, and that we 
coulcl get to the top of Pedra Bonita in about a quarter 
of an hour. He pointed toward the path we should take, 
but said it was very bacl. We found it 80 completely 
overgrown by ferns and busbes that we could make no 
progress at ali. I tben proposed that he should accom
pany us, to show the way, which he dicl, going. ah·ead and 
cutting away the bushes 80 we could get along. The way 
was di:fficult anel seemed long. I thought no one could 
have passed that route on horseback for some years. 
At one time I almost hacl misgi.vings lest we were being 
led into the wilderness ; but at length, in less perhaps 
than half an hour, we reached the top. Whi1e yet in the 
woods, and before we conld see anything but light 
tbrough tbe branches, we could hear tbe heavy roar of the 
sea. We dismounted anel tied our horses in a clump of 
heavy timber, and then walked a few hundred feet out 
upon the bare, smooth summit of solid rock, where a little 
monument had been built. W e were on the summit of 
Pedra Bonita. 

The view was superb. In a moment we felt more 
than rewarded for the di:fficult and fatiguing ascent. On 
ou1· right, at the foot of the mountain, was the long 
Tijuca beach, with the white waves of the ocean, whose 



TIJUCA-PEDRA BONITA. 91 

deep murmur we heard, rolling upon it; and back of the 
beach a :tlat, elark area of low laud, inclosiug a fresh-water 
lake, arounel which were some fishermeu's cottages. Op
posite us was the castle-topped Garvea, with its great 
perpendicular tower of soliel rock, elistinctly anel beauti
fully promineut. To the left of the Garvea, anel partly 
in frout of us, was an extensi v e view of the ocean anel an. 
island near the shore ; off to the left, anel apparently 
eight miles distant, was a gooel view of the Corcovado, its 
side towarel the sea looking extremely precipitous anel its 
summit sharp-pointed. Betweeu the mountains we could 
see the Bay of Rio, anel the Petropolis Mo1mtains be
yond; also a little to their right the pinnacles of the 
Organ Mountains. The prospect was much grancler than 
the "Chinese View "- so callecl because Chinamen built 
the road leading to it. Between the Pedra Bonita we 
were on anel the Corcovado, there was a mass of white 
moving clouds covering the valleys, which macle the 
scene more pictmesque. What we hacl former1y sup
posed was the Pedra Bonita was, in fact, the slender, 
sharp-pointed, sugar-loaf eminence, a little way distant on 
our left, bLü considerably below us, called the Pitanga. 
The highest summit of Pedra Bonita has an. area on.ly 
about twenty-fi.ve feet square, anel the sides are precipi
tous. Toward the Garvea there is, after a slight descent, 
a continuation of the aummit that is about an acre broad. 

After a stay of twenty minutes we started down, 
bringing with us a piece of the rock. Om guide, who 
had stayecl with us, led the way, still cutting bushes to 
improve the path. At one place he made a sudden halt, 
and seemed, by the motion of his arm anel kni.fe, to be 
trying to scare rather than hit a snake which he said was 
in among the brauches of some bushes. N either of us 
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saw the reptile, which probably was after birds. It was 
suggested that it might be an anaconda. The incident 
afforded a good laugh. 

W e left our guide where we found him, telling him 
to come to our house soon for his pay. He gave me a 
few guavas, which I put in my pocket, and just then I 
spied a couple of clusters of wild b1ackberries, which, 
though small, had the natural taste. They are never seen 
in Brazil except in some such wild place, but there is no 
reason why the fruit could not be cultivated. 

It was half-past one o'clock in the afternoon when we 
safely reached home. Wllere the road was good we 
galloped rapidly. W e had occupied nearly :five hours in 
our excursion, yet felt very well satisfied at what we had 
accomplished. 



CHAPTER VII. 

SITU.A.TION, RESOURCES, .A.ND CLIMATE. 

A coUNTRY as large as Brazil, having an area equal to 
that of the United States exclusive of Alaska, must, of 
course, have a variety of surface and clima te. · First, 
there are the hot lowlands border:ing the ocean; secondly, 
the highlands, partly prairie, and on the average three 
thousand feet above · the sea-level, with a salubrious 
climate; anà, thiràly, the great :forest-claà river-basins. 
The vast basin of the Amazon, which occupies the north
ern part o:f the empire, anà comprises a third of its whole 
area, is nearly levei, although there are occasional bluffs 
and not very high mountain-spurs on its shores as well as 
a1ong the banks o:f its tributaries. This region is mostly 
covered with forest. The other two thirds of the country 
are to a great extent mounta:inous, or at least much e1e
vated and broken. Distinct ranges of mountains extend 
along nearly the whole of the sea-coast, but they gener
a1ly are only about four thousand feet high, are covered 
with a good growth of harà-wood trees, and always have 
a green appearance. There are only a very few of the 
mountains in Brazil which have an elevation of six thou
sand to eight thousand feet. There are some in the, min
ing regions, three hundred miles west of Rio, which are 
very rocky, anà have a naked and black appearance. 
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Professo1· Agassiz was of the opinion that the soil 
which covers Brazil was brought down from the Andes 
by an immense glacier during the ice period- the "coa
mie winter, which may have lasted thousands of centu
ries." His conclusions on other matters have been so 
sound that I was disposed to adopt, without question, this 
theory of his, anel was surprised to hear an experienced 
geologist, who is acquainted with Brazil, throw · doubt 
upon ít. Ris remark to me was, "As the students at 
college nsed to say, Agassiz 'balled up' on this matter." 
But whatever may have beeu the OTigin of the soíl- call 
it "drift" or "deposit" as we may-one thing is certain, 
that nearly over a1l the surface of Brazil the soil has a 
red color; and the darker the shade of red which it has, 
anel the nearer it approaches to a purple color, the more 
fertile it is found to be. Such soil frequeutly occms ou 
the more elevated situations, where it produces a rich 
growth of vegetation, anel, indeed, is found ou mountains 
more frequently than on low land. Mr. Buckle, in his 
well-known work, says: "Brazil, which is nearly as large 
as the whole of Europe, is covered with a vegetation of 
incredible p1·ofusion. Indeed, so rank anel luxuriaut is 
the growth, that N ature seems to r:iot in the very wanton
ness of power. . . . The prDgress of agricultuTe is stopped 
by impassable forests, anel the harvests are destroyed by 
innumerab1e insects. The mountains are too high to 
scale, the ri vers are too wide to bridge ; everything is 
contrived to keep back the human mind, anel repress its 
rísing ambition." This eloquent writer devotes several 
pages to Brazil, anel much that he says of it is true; but 
he had acqlúred from travelers, who hael made but brief 
visits to the country, an erroneous impression as to the 
elensity anel luxm1.ance of its vegetation. Many of the 
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best plantations in Brazil are ou land that was :formerly 
covered with the heaviest kind o:f timber that the soil 
produces, and I am satisfied that, if we talm the most de
sirable agricultura! land as a bocly, it can be subelueel 
about as readily as the f01·ests of Kentucky and Ohio 
were subdued by the pioneers of those States. Some of 
the rich bottom-lands on the tributaries of the Mississippi 
bear as dense and luxuriant a forest-growth as are to be 
found in Brazil. It is true, the mouutains greatly ob
struct communication ; but already railroads run over 
them in several places, as well as through them by tun
nels; anel they are no higher than some of those in 
N orway, which are crosseel by excellent macadamized 
roaels. The many navigable rivers, insteael of retarding 
elevelopment, afford an extensive means of communica
tion, and much of the civilization of the interior is founel 
along their banks. In the central and southern portions 
of Brazil are extensive undulating plains, mostly devoid of 
timber, covered with green grass in summer but shriveled 
and almost bare in winter, and which, though better suited 
for cattle-raising than :for field-culture, occasionally suffer 
long-continued and fatal droughts. The more fertile. 
tracts of the country are like. islands in a great area of 
thin soil. One may sometimes travei for elays on horse
back over poor anel almost worthless land. . A naturalist, 
who has spent several years traveling in Brazil, saiel to 
me: "Brazil is not a fertile country-; even the rich vege
tation in the Amazon V alley is not owing to fertile soil 
but to the air and rai.n." Speaking o:f the large province 
of lYiatto-Grosso, comprising almost a fourth of the em
pire, he said, "It is a splencl.id desert." 

Having traveled hundreds o:f mi.les in di:fferent direc
tions in some o:f the most fertile and productive parts of 
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the country, I must say that its vegetation is not more 
remarkably luxuriant than wb.at would be rnet with in 
some parts of the United States or Europe. 

])!Ir. W alter J. Hammond, a British subject and a rail
way manager in Brazil, seems to give a fair summary of 
the character of the land in a paper recently published. 
"The chief reason," he says, " for the belief in the sm
passing fertility of the land is not based on what it has 
been lmown to give per acre, but rather it is the result of 
an ocular impression of the glorious green mountains that 
form the coast-line of the southern half of Brazil. In
stinctively, ali attribute fertility to forest-lands, and to a 
certaiu extent this is right, owing to the magni:fi.cent allu
vial soil found in them, often the accumuhtion of many 
a centnry. But Brazil is not all covered with deuse for
ests, and even where it is, and where the soil is sufficiently 
moist and good, the land is not by any means suitable for 
any other than tropical agriculture. There are myriads 
of miles of sterile campo-land, on which only rank grass 
grows, and there are miles untold of sandy plains, on 
which only scrub cork-trees and other similar growth will 
fl.ourish. . . . Examining the pro'vince of São Paulo, not
ably one of the richest in Brazil, a territory not much in
ferior in size to England, Scotland, and Ireland cornbined, 
we find that dowh the coast, for a distance of Íl'om :fi.fty 
to eigllty miles inland, the land is comparatively useless 
from an agricultural point of view. Beyond this strip of 
land thc soil is a little better, and will, after the for-est has 
been cut or bm·ned down, produce .one or two crops of 
Indian com or rice mthout the need of manuring, after 
which it is used up. About one hundred miles from the 
sea-coast commences the co:ffee district, which is also vari
able in fertility, some parts being very good, others use-
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less from being too dry, anel others too sandy. Two hun
dred miles inland, in tbe region between the rivers Pardo, 
Phacicaba, anel Tieté, where trap rock is cbiefiy found, is 
the famous red land. Even here there are stretches of 
miles and miles of sandy campo-land, useless for anything. 
lf the Emopean idea of good lancl- namely, that which 
with careful tilling and manuring will give good crops
be taken as a s~anclarcl, then can the whole province of 
São Paulo be considered generally good, for the c1imate 
is good, the rainfall between fortj anel :fifty inches on the 
tab]e-land from São Paulo inland, aud the seasons are well 
defined. This, however, can not be called ' surpassing 
fertility.' On the contrary, it is the usual hard work of 
farming. Wben speaking of 'smpassing fertility,' then, 
such rich lands as will give crop after crop (of which 
there · are tracts in the prov:ince of São Paulo) with the 
minimum of labor, and without the necessity of a rotation 
of crops, is understood. Again, there certainly are good 
grazing-lands in the west of São Paulo and in Minas
Geraes, hundreds of miles from the markets, but they can 
not compare with the prairies of Rio Grande and the Ar
gentine Republic, hence can not be counted on as a som·ce 
of railway prosperity for many years to come. · Brazil's 
chief riches are her tropical products and her nnworked 
rninerals .... To snm up this qnestion of 'surpassing 
fertility,' Brazil is very like tl~e United States, in being 
1·ich anel poor as far as her soil goes, but she cau not com
pete with the States in many things, owing to her phys
ical configuration, her rivers in the southern half of the 
emp1re being of little use, hav:ing only short stretches of 
nav:igable water, and being cut up 'by innumerable rapids 
anel water-falls; fi.nally, they chiefly run toward Bolívia and 
her other western frontiers, instead of toward the coast." 

9 
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Among the many great river-basins of Brazil the São 
Francisco claims attention next after the Amazon, for the 
degree of its developmeut anel the extent anel vaTiety of 
its agricultura! resources. It occupies bnt little space on 
the ordinary map, but it is actually a thousand miles long 
and from fifty to.two hundred miJes wide, being inclosed 
on both sides by ranges of not very high mountains, 
whose spurs and foot-hi11s occasionaUy extend to the river
banks. This ri ver takes its rise about three hunelred miles 
northwest of Rio de Janeiro, anel, flowing in a north and 
northeasterly course through a broken country, whose 
general surface is two thonsand feet above the sea, :finally 
1·eaches the ocean near the tenth degree of south latitude, 
anel midway between the two important coast cities, Per
nambuco anel Bahia. U nfortunately, the greatest extent 
of its navigation is shut out from the ocean by tremenelous 
falls. 

Its scenery is more picturesque than that of the upper 
:Mississippi, as it includes not only bold b1nffs anel knobs 
single and in groups, but vast plains, sweeping undula
tions, and granel mountain-views. Fine stretches of lime
stone country, richJy clothed with forest, are here anel 
there succeeeleel by s::melstone with meager soil anel scanty 
vegetation. There are also marks which l1ave been left 
by mighty inundations. It is not remarkable, perhaps, for 
its natm·al history. Small alligators are rrequently seen 
protruding their snouts out of the water. Here anel there. 
on a white sand-bank are flocks of gulls aud snowy herons, 
while high in the air wheels the hunting vulture with 
crimson heacl and silver-lined wings. At night, in the 
solitudes, the traveler will often hear the plaintive notes 
of the whip-poor-wiU. There is much local traffic on this 
great river in spoon-shaped .yawls anel on rafts gtúdeel by 
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singing anel superstitious boatmen. The people living 
along the banks call the canoe tlrreir h01·se. 

Scattered along the valley are many plantations and 
farms under cultivation. Delicious water- melons, or
anges, bananas, and figs are among the comrnon fruits. 
Cotton is grown considerably, especiaUy iii the lower val
ley, yieldirig five huncb:ed pounds of ~lean cotton to the 
acre. Indian com and sugar-cane are likewise important 
crops. The principal agricultaral pursuit, however, is 
stock-raising, and that is the industry for which most of 
the land is best adapted. About all the land in this great 
valley is he1d by private individuais, some ownin.g one 
hundred and sixty square miles each. They have no 
taxes to pay on it; otherwise they would be, as we say in 
the United States, "land-poor." Among the towns there 
are two or three with a population of four thousand. 
Oaptain Burton, who weut down the entire valley, esti
mates that it will sustain a population of twenty millions. 
He shows, however, that there are places, now in nlÍns, 
on its banks, which were under successful cultivation a 
century ago by the J esuit missions. The Paulo Affonso 
falls of this river, two hundred and seventy-three feet 
high, and probably the grandest in Brazil, occur about one 
lrrundred miJes from its mouth. Around these falls a rail
road (Paulo Affonso), eighty-onc miles in length, has been 
built by Government aid, which, starting at Piranhas, on 
the lower navigable part of the river, in the province of 
Alagoas, terminates on its upper navigable waters at Jato
bá, in the province of Pernambuco. · 

Railroads to tap this productive but now secluded val
ley are pushing on from three important seaports. One 
from Pernambuco, the first section of which was opened 
in 1858, running in a southwesterly direction, through a 
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sugar country, has been in operation seveuty-seven miles,' 
to Palmares, a couple of years, anel is now completed to 
Marayn1, another station beyond, but is only f!,bout a third 
part of the way to its destination. Another, from Bahia, 
running in a northwesterly direction, is in operation, one 
hundred and sixty-six miles, to Salgada, being over a third 
part of the way t@ J oazeiro, its destination, on the r:ight 
bank of the São Francisco. The other :is the Dom Pedro 
II Railway, runuing from Brazil's great commercial cen
ter, Rio de Janeiro, also in a northwesterly direction, and 
finished th:ree hundred anel twenty-.five miles, to Itabil'a, 
on the head-waters of the São Francisco, from which point 
:it will descend the valley. These three raihoads will in 
a few years aid mnch in the developme:nt of that ÍID})Ol'

tant region. 
The rubber industry L'3 the principal resomce of the 

two great provinces of the Amazon V alley, Pará anel 
Amazon, anel its product occupies the third place in the 
national exports. The 111bber-tree requ:ires a growth of 
twenty to twenty-five years before it begins to p:roduce, 
hence little or nothing has been clone for its propagation. 
The milky sap which forms Cl-ude rubber :is taken from 
the wild trees, which grow scattered through th.e forests 
of the Amazon anel many of its a:ffiuents. The industry, 
being principally in the hands of an uneducated anel half
civilized nomad population of Ind:ian mix:tnre, js of a 
Cl'nde character, anel is pursued mostly on the national 
domaiu, which is freely open to everybody for th:is pUl'
pose. N othing has been ·clone to improve the system of 
labOl'. A waste:ful and exbaustive system has been fol
loweel for hnJf a century, anel the consequence is that 
millions oi rubber-trees have been destroyed anel many 
others abandoned from premature anel excess:ive use. 
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There are instances of groves o:f trees which, by care:fnl 
nse and by not permitting them to be tapped in the 
months of August and September, in which they change 
their leaves, have been yielding for thirty years, and still 
are in good producing condition ; but the common prac
tice is so wasteful that many well-informed pe0ple appre
hend that; unless some remedy is applied, this rich re
source will, before long, suffer a serious and perhaps fatal 
decline. 

The rubber-tree thrives only on soil which is annua1ly 
overfl.owed to a depth of three or more feet, and prefers 
the lowest and most recent river deposit. The rubber
gatherers are temporary squatters, and their usual dwell
ing is a hut with low roo:f o:f palm-thatch, beneath one 
end of w hich there is a raised fl.oor or framewm·k of lath, 
one or two yards from the ground, to which the occupants 
retreat at high water. N arrow paths lead from the gath
erer's hut, through dense underwood, to each separate 
tree. 

As showing how unprepared genteel people may some
times be for "roughing it" in the rubbei·-g:rowing wilder
ness, or how ignorant they are of the life befOTe them, 
an American who recently journeyed on the npper 
Amazon told me that on the steamboat with him was a 
Brazilian family, the head o f which was going up to en
gage largely in the rubber business, and, although he and 
his family would have to live in a shanty of one or two 
rooms on the river-bank, bis wife had brought along in 
her trunks several fashionable silk dresses. 

The chief products of Brazil for export are co:ffee, 
sugar, rubber, cotton, hides, tobacco, and maté-tea, rank
ing in the order in which they are named ·; but maize, 
mandioca (from which tapioca is made), beans, and rice 
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are grown extensively for home consumption, the latter 
being much used in place of potatoes. Oranges, bananas, 
and pineapples are the best and principal fruits. With 
the exception of gold and diamonds, the mines as yet oc
cupy an insignificant place. There is good iron-ore, which 
is got out and worked by the Government, but not in a 
profitable manner. Amid the black and rocky mountains 
of the province of Minas-Geraes gold-mines have been 
successfully worked for two or three centmies, and with 
increased means of comrnunication both gold and diamond 
mining will have an important development. Brazil's for
eign commerce amounts to $1 '76,000,000 a year, of which 
her exports average $96,000,000 and her imports $80,-
000,000 a year. The aggregate foreign commerce of all 
the other South American countries ·per year is $275,-
000,000, being only a hundred million do1lars more than 
that of Brazil alone. That there is nothing marvelous in 
Brazil's riches may be seen by comparing her foreign 
commerce with that of some other countries. Take Swe
den, for example, which lies at another part of the globe 
and is covered with snow nearly half the year. Her 
population is four and a half millions-less than half that 
of Brazil-and yet her foreign commerce amounts to one 
hundred and twenty-:five million dollars a year, or three 
fourths that of Brazil-the latter country meantime hav
ing the labor of a mil1ion African slaves. Of Brazíl's 
total foreign commerce :fifty-six million dollars, or about 
one third, is with the United States; of which amount 
forty-seven million dollars are exports, principally co:ffee 
and rubber, to the United States, while nine miDion dol
lars represent American imports into Brazil, consisting 
pri.ncipally of :fl.our, kerosene, machinery, lard, and lum
ber. This American trade is distributed among the lead-
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ing ports of Brazil as follows: Pará, $10,000,000; Per
nambuco, $6,000,000; Bahia, $3,000,000; Rio, $30,000,-
000; Santos, $5,000,000; Rio Grande do Sul, $1,000,000; 
anel other ports, $1,000,000. 

Though a :field worthy of much attention and enter
prise, she has not the capacity for that rapid commercial 
development which her resources would at :first . seem to 
indicate. Her situation is not favorable for the rapid ac
cumulation of wealth. With a population of some thir
teen millions scatterecl over a region nearly as large as the 
United States, her territorial extent is a source of weak
ness. Her resources, though undoubtedly imposing and 
calculated to insure for her au importaut future, are yet 
inferior to what is commonly supposed. Her coal, iron, 
arid much of her lumber have to be imported. The small 
graius, such as wheat, barley, and oats, do uot fl.ourish on 
her soil. At present she is laboring under some financiai 
embarrassment, partly originating, it is but just to say, in 
a l0ng foreign war that was forced upon her, and in which 
her comse was disinterested. Her revenue amounts to 
about fifty-fi.ve million dollars a year, but the expenditures, 
of which only a ·comparatively sma1l part is for produc
tive purposes, annua:lly exceed that amount oy several 
million dollars. The public debt of Brazil in 1885, ac
cording to the report of the Minister · of Finance,· was 
868,'729,487 milreis; which reduced to money of the 
U nited States, at the rate of forty cents to the milreis, 
would amount to· three hundJ:ed and forty-eight million dol
lars. Her annual interest charge is now upward of twenty 
million dollars. Her currency consists of irredeemable 
legal-tender Government notes, the value of. which-daily 
fl.uctuating-is about twelve cent('l below par, although it 
is seventeeu years since her foreign war closed. In the 
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laudable pm1_)ose of development, the Government haa 
incnrred heavy liabilitiea. It has guaranteed, and for a 
long term of years will need to pay the interest ou, the 

· bonds of several ra.ilway and other companies whose ex
penses exceed their · income. And, although Braiil has 
always maintained a dignified and conservative conrse, 
and never repudiated any of her debts, still there is quite 
a general feeling that, unless a change be made in the di
rection of retrenchment, grave financia] di:fficulties may 
be experienced. The situation is not favorable, therefore, 
for much material progress. Indeed, the gradual extinc
tion of slave-laJbor will, for a while at least, tend to reduce 
the volume of national products. Steady increase has 
been made in extending severallines of railroads. Some 
hundreds of miles of new road have been opened for 
traffic d uring the present year. N ew lines have also been 
commenced, and there is reason to suppose that the de
velopment will annually increase, though the broken sur
face of Brazil generally, and especially the mountains 
near the sea-coast, are great obstacles to rapid railroad de
velopment. The principal railroad, being· the one which 
runs west from Rio de Janeiro, crosses two ranges of 
mountains. The railroad running from Santos into the 
interior of the province of São Paulo has fi.rst to climb a 
mountain two thousand_feet high. N one of the railroads 
have yet penetratéd to the vicinity of wild or pu blic 
lands. Some of them traverse extensive areas of unculti
vated land, but as yct no grants of land have been made 
in aid of railroads. The capital for their construction has 
mostly come from England. The state, however, as well 
as the separate provinces, has extensively guaranteed the 
payment of interest, usually at seven per cent, on railroad 
capital. Its annual burden for the payment of such in-
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terest amounts now to upward o:f three million dollars. 
The rails :for all the roads have to be imported, and the 
greater part are purchased in England. The most o:f the 
locomotives, howevm:, are imported from the United 
States. The coal consumed by the locomotivas is · alsg 
imported. At the close of 1886 it may be said there are 
:four thousand miles of railway in operation in Brazil. 
There is scarcely a province bordering on the ocean but 
has one or more railways, anel every one leads to the west 
or toward the interior. Several o:f the railroads that are 
in course of construction anel that have received Govern
ment guarantee do not pay anel are not likely to pay ex
penses for a long time. The "Jornal do Oommercio," in 
an article o:f August 26, 1883, specified nine separate rail
ways with a total.paid-up capital o:f forty million dollars, 
on which the Govemment had guaranteed the annual 
payment of interest at seven per cent, anel which, with 
cost of inspection, made an annual charge of three million 
dollars, but which, however, were only a part of the 
state's liabilities. 

"If we are going," said the "Jornal," "to increase 
this already enormous liabílity without the greatest cir
cumspection, then bankruptcy, that word which has 
sported on the líps of so many of oui· politicians as the 
refrain of every opposition, may one day become à tre
mendous reality, sweeping away the crêdit which we have 
so scrupulously, but at the cost o:f such heavy sacrificas, 
succeeded in founding anel keeping uninjured as the most 
precious treasure which tlie nation may one day be ablé 
to fall back upon should it ever :find it necessary to do so." 
It ís amazing how few cardage-roads have been built. A 
few good macadamized wagon-roads through the fertile 
parts of the empíre, anel extending across the whole of it, 
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would forro the nucleus o:f settlements. li I were the 
Emperor of Brazil, I would not wjsh to be known by 
any better title after my death tp.an that of "The Road
builder." 

The usual rates of railway transportation are exceed
ingly high, namely: Textile and general goods, twenty
two cents per ton per mile; railway-iron, iron-work for 
construction, agricultural implements, . iron tubes, etc., 
eleven cents per ton per mile; co:I:Iee, cotton, sugar, seven
teen cents per ton per mile. I have heard people say: 
"lt is tme there are splendid tracts of fertile land suitabl.e 
for coffee or other plantations situated off a hundred miles 
or more from where railroads now end; but it would not 
pay to cultivate them, because it would cost too much to 
bring tbe products to market." I am informed, however, 
tbat in the com·se of a few yeru:s railway charges will prob
ably be consiclerably reduced. Several of the railroads, 
which weTe at :first imperfectly built, now clear twenty per 
cent on their capital; they pay a dividend of ten per cent, 
anel use the other ten per cent for permanent improve
ments. The time will come, therefore, when they can 
well afford to reduce their rate3, anel when competing 
lines will compel them to do so. 

Two of the railways in the province of São Paulo 
which pay good dividencls-the Paulista anel the Mogyana 
-appear to owe much of their financiai success to the 
economy of their construction: the :first, a bToad-gauge 
line, one hund1·ed anel :fifty miles long, cost :fifty thousand 
clollars per mile ; and the other, a metre-gauge line, one 
hundred anel ninety- miles long, cost twenty thousand 
dollars per mile. Their cost of construction appears to 
have been economical, compared with most other railways 
in Brazil. 
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There :;~.re no roads having double tracks, anel no roads 
running .night passenger-trains. .About one fourth of the 
roads are five feet three inches wide, anel the remaining 
three fourths are of the metre gange. The sleepers are 
filled in with earth, more orles~ sandy, taken from adja
cent cuttings, none of the roads being ballasted w:i_th stone. 
Only a few are fenced in. The speed of the so;caJled 
passenger-trains is, on the broad gauge, from twenty-eight 
to thirty miles an hour, and on the narrow gauge about 
twenty to twenty-two miles an hom·. 

Several .American as well as English civil engineers 
have gained well-merited distinction by their services in 
Brazil, but the :field now appears to be almost wholly 
occupied by native talent. However, as is natural, sev
eral English railway companies employ 'English engineers. 
In subordinate positions in the Brazilian railway service 
the pay is poor, and no inducements exist for AmeTicans. 

Brazil is not only on the east side of South America, 
but it stretches so far eastward that a line drawn due south 
from N ew Y ork through South America would tonch her 
most westerly limits. The sun rises much sooner on Brazil 
than it does on the N ew England States. 

In this connection it is well to have clearly :fixed in 
mind the fact that the Ri ver Plate is not a Brazilian ri ver. 
It empties Ínto the Atlantic south of Brazil,· at about the 
thirty-:fifth degree of south latitude, anel is the great water
way of three rising republics, which are Brazil's nea1· anel 
jealous neighbors on the south. The upper part of the 
rive1·, foTming the western boundary of the republic of 
Paraguay, is called the Paraguay, and its middle part is 
called the Paraná. On the other hand, Brazil's great 
river Amazon empties into the Atlantic close to the equa
tor. It is a ten-days' voyage for a steamer from the mouth 
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of one river to the other. What are known as the River 
Plate countries are the Argentine Republic and. the two 
other republics of Uruguay and Paraguay. The last is 
an interior state, of good natural resources, lying west of 
southern Brazil, anel has its outl!3t through the River 
Plate. Jts area is equal to ·that of the two States o f Illi
nois a~d Indiana together. It was greatly reduced by its 
long war under Lopez, and now has a population of less 
than half a million. Its products are maté-tea (its chief 
export), horned cattle, tobacco, maize, rice, cotton, !l!nd 
sugar ; and its total foreign commerce amounts to about 
four million dollars a year. The Republic of Uruguay, 
with a territorial extent about like Paraguay, fronts ou. 
the Athntic and the north shore of the River Plate. Its 
capital, l\{ontevideo, is an enterprising and pretty city, 
situated on elevated land, and has about two hundred 
thousand inhabitants. It is there that the South Atlantic 
naval squadron of the ·united States anchors during the 
hot season, November to June, retuming to Rio in ·the 
latter month. The population of Uruguay is a little over 
half a million, and for such a population its foreign com
merce is remarkably large, being about forty million dol
lars a year." The principal industry is cattle- and sheep
raising, and the chief export is hides. But much the 
more important of the Ri ver Plate countries is the Argen
tine Republic, which has an area, including Patagonia, 
one third ·as great as that of Brazil. Its population, which 
is receiving important accessions annually from the south 
of Europe, amonnts to about four millions. Its exports 
are prin~ipaUy wool, hides; cattle, and dry, salted meat; 
and its total foreign commerce amounts to one hundred 
and twenty million dollars, the exports and imports being 
about equa1. It bas two thousand miles of railway in 
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opm·ation. Buenos AJI·es, tbe capital, has tbree hundred 
.thousand inhabitants, is situated on level.grom1d, is built 
in a very regular manner, thongh many of its buildings 
are low, and is regarded as an·.enterprising and attractive 
city. A bright American business man, who bas made 
several visits there, as well as to Rio, and of whom I in
quired how the cities compared with each other, declared, 
"Rio is a dog-hole compared with Buenos Ayres." Others 
with whom I have conversed, while admitting the latter 
to be the more regularly built city, h ave said that . it had 
not as fine private residences as some that are to be seen 
at Rio. Tbe climate of the Argentine Repnblic is such 
that wheat is becoming one of its successful and important 
crops ; and, as very much of its surface is levei or moder
ately undulating, and devoid of tim ber, it is susceptible 
of a more rapid development t-han Brazil. Indeed, ali 
three of these River Plate republics have good natural re
somces, and; if they are permitted to enjoy the blessings 
of peace and economical and impartial government, they 
are destined to make great progress. Being of S panish 
origin, tbeir language is the Spanish. These are the 
neighbors which Brazil has on her south and southwestern 
borders. 

With reference to climate, I must say that I have 
found more inconvenience from cold weather thân from 
hot weather in Brazil. The trouble is, that there are about 
sixty mornings and evenings in the course of a year at Rio 
when a little :fire in a dwelling is necessary for comfort, 
but none of the houses have any stoves, firep1aces, or 
even cbimneys, except what are connected with the kitch
en. In the most southerly province, Rio Grande do Sul, 
snow frequently falls. On the unduJating plains of Pa
raná, tbree thousand feet above the sea, the average daily 

lO 
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range o:f temperature in August is from 44° to '72° Fahr., 
and snow occasionally falls there in J uly, enough to en- . 
tirely cover the ground. Even in the province of Per
nambuco, eight degrees south from the equator, country
men may be seen descending :from the highlands, with 
their produce, dressed in fur-covered skins. The Ameri
can minister, Mr. Blow, writing from Petropolis, near 
Rio, J uly, 18'70, mentions a frost that had occurred on the 
22d o:f J une preceding, and which it was feared had 
greatly damaged the crops in that region. Ice formed 
that was nearly an inch thick ; but nothing similar had 
occun·ed since 1842. On the interior :farming-lands, 
which are about two thousand :feet above the sea, white 
frosts occur repeatedly, almost every year, say in the 
winter months of June and July, and kill any bean-crops 
which, from having been planted Jate, are then growing. 
Mr. Lidgerwood, who is so well and favorably known in 
Brazil, tbrough his machines for cleaning co:ffee, told me 
that one night in J une, 1868, he rode muleback from 
Campinas to Jundiahy, province of São Paulo, where he 
found the ground white with frost, and that he never felt 
the cold so much as then, being so chilled and numb he 
could hardly step. As for the negro who was with him, 
he thought he was about frozen to death ; he seemed 
hardly able to speak. All he could get out of him was a 
groan! 

W e must remember that when we get south of the 
equator the seasons come to a right-about-face. While it 
is winter north of the equator, it is summer south of the 
equator. When it is summer in Europe and in the United 
States, and everything is green and tropical, then it is that 
people in Brazil are putting on their overcoats, and the 
leaves have totally fallen from many of the trees. In 
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Brazil, summer ia in its full tropical glory in December 
anel J anuary. Hot weather pmvails at Rio de Janeiro 
from October· to JYiay, say a period of se-ven months, dur
ing which there will be frequent spells, of a few days in 
succession, when, frorp teu o'clock in the forenoon till 
fonr o'clock in the afternoon, the temperatUl'e will be up 
to about 85° Fahr. in the sh:J,de. A few nights now anel 
then will be uncomfortably warm. But, commonly, such 
hot spells, after continuing two or three days, are followed 
by heavy rains, lasting through a night or day, anel which 
leave the atmosphere fresh anel pleasant for several days. 
The heat never appears to be as excessive as it is in many 
parts of the United States. Work goes on briskly all 
through the day. Deaths irom sunstroke are exceedingly 
rare. The thunde1· anel lightning are not terri:fic, anel 
cyclones anel hUITicanes scarcely ever occur. The winter 
months of Rio are in the main what, in the United States, 
we would regard as pleasant summer weather. In that 
season a gentleman, starting ont in the morning anel going 
in an open street-car, would be likely every day to take a 
light overcoat with him, anel generally to wear it. At 
that season., although many of t11e trees · have a naked ap
pearance, and show that N ature is taking a rest, still there 
are always enough that are covered with green fo1iage, 
together with the fl.owers anel shrubbery that are culti
vated in thousands of pretty gardens, to give one, and 
especially a stranger, the impression that it is still summer. 
On the w bole, I regard the clima te o f Rio as charming, 
and, remembering the severity of our N orth American 
winters, I am perhaps more inclined to value a climate in 
which people can be out in the-open air every day in the 
year without danger.. From all that I can learn, the cli
mate of the city of Pernambuco is the most delightful of 
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any in Brazil. Thongh a little more damp, it has not the 
extremes of heat and cold of Rio de J aneh·o. All the 
year ro1md it is favored with the fresh sea-breeze. 

Take the whole conntry of Brazil, and the climate ia 
salubrions. It is true that many people liv:ing in the wild 
valleys of g:reat rivers that annually overflow suffer much 
from intermittent fever, but they are poorly housed and 
fed. The yellow fever could be entirely exterminated, as 
it ought to be, from such places as Rio, by the adoption 
of rigorous sanitary measures. The improvement already 
made in this regard has proved an important ba.rrier 
against Hs mvages. I do not wish, however, to give a 
too rose-colored view of the salubrity of the climate. Un
acclimated strangers coming to Brazil are exposed to some 
dangers. European governments, which give pensione to 
the:ir civil o:fficers after about thirty years' ser·vice, allow 
one yea.:r's service in Brazil to count as two years, on ac
count of the supposed pe:rils of the climate. Facts are 
cited by Brazilian writeTs to show that inteTmittent fever 
is sometimes more prevalent on high than on low land. 
Thns, a violent epidemic of this fever prevailed among 
the workmen building the railroad over the mountain
range of ~faromby, in the pTovince of Paraná, while there 
was very little of it among the woTkmen on that part of 
the line through the swampy lowlands between Roça-Nova 
and Omitiba. Also, in constructi.pg the water-reseTVoir 
in the Tijuca Mountains, this 'feveT was prevalent. This 
confirma experieuc·e in Italy, where it has been found that 
two thirds of the places where fever prevailed were among 
hills and mountains. 

Mrs. Agassiz, writing at Pará, August 14, 1865, says : 
" W e are very agTeeably surprised in the cJimate here. I 
had expectecl, :f:rom the moment of om arrival in the 
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region of the .A.mazons, to be gasping in a :fierce, uninter
mitting, intolerable heat. On the contrary, the mornings 
are fresh; a walk or ride between six anel eight o'clock is 
always de1ightful, anel though, during the middle of the 
day, the heat is certainly very ·great, it cools off again 
toward four o'clock. The evenings are delightful, anel 
the nights always comfortable. Even in the hottest part 
of the day the heat is not dead ; there is always a breeze 
stirring." 

Senator Henrique. d' .A. vila, a rich stock-raiser in the 
province of Rio Grande do Sul (the most southerly part 
of Brazil), also ex-Minister of the Department of Agri
cultmc anel Public W orks, imparted some valuable infor
mation in regard to recent changes of climate anel droughts 
in that province, in a speech which he made in the Semi.te 
on the 13th of July, 1884:. Senator Martins had stated 
that Rio Grande do Sul had not been scourgecl by ili·oughts 
like the province of Ceará, anel, in reply to this, M. d' A vila 
affirmed that his province had suffered such formidable 
droughts as to cause poverty anel min to many of the in
habitants. They had hacl, he sâid, a drought lasting two 
or three years, by which many stock-rais.ers lost almost all 
their cattle, anel, both in Rio Grande anel the adjoining 
state of Uruguay, there had been farms in the interior 
districts without one single head of cattle. The cattle 
had died, or fied for water, so that nearly all were. lost. 
In regard to wheat-culture, it was not abandoned, as had 
been alleged, because cattle-raising was more lum·ative, 
but in consequence of the irregula.rity of the climate anel 
damage by rust. Formerly, in Rio Grande; the winter 
weather was uniformly cold, with occasional ice '; rain 
ca.me in its proper season, a.nd the smnmers were always 
warm, with more or less intensity, according to the month. 
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Wheat, after it had germinated anel well put forth, re
quired frost, anel did not prosper without it. His prov
ince had changed so much in its seasons that in the month 
of December (middle of summer) they had strong frosts, 
with ice, as in winter, anel in July ancl.August they had 
such·heat as to cause premature germination of seecl. Iu 
consequence of such irregularity in the seasons, as had 
occurred for several years in the province of Rio Grande, 
the planters of wheat began to despond, seeing that they 
could no longer harvest the crops of former times, anel 
which, indeed, had been the foundation of their wealth. 
There were many fortunes to-day whose foundation had 
been the production of w heat in previous good times. 
Consequently, Rio Grande do Sul was in perfectly the 
same condition as the province of Ceará. 

"Withont doubt," continued Senato1: d' A vila, "Rio 
Grande do Sul has magni:fi.cent forests in her mountains; • 
so has Ceará mountain riches that are never touched by 
drought, which constantly have water, water permanently, 
but the mountains can not save the valleys of Ceará. Rio 
Grande do Sul has :fine forests in her mountains but none 

· fu. the vaUey, which comprises the south part of the 
proviuce." 

Senator Martins: "But it has water."1 

Senator d' .A vila: " Our rivers dry up. The Santa 
Maria, wben I was at Urnguayana (southwestern frontier 
of Brazil) anel crossed it, was completely ch·y. The 
drougbt was such that we had no water to gi ve to the 
animais which we took, anel some of which perished for 
want of water. I believe the Government ought to cause 
studies to be made, as it did in Ceará, for irrigating dif
ferent provinces-such as Rio Grande do Sul, the interior 
of Bahia anel Pernambuco, a11d the region of the upper 
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São Francisco V alley ; in short, to ascertain, if possible, 
whether their waters could not be canalized soas to affm·d 
irrigation. . vV e have equally in Ceará and Rio Grande do 
Sul little dams to make small reservoirs on small streams. 
There are owners of ranches of four or :five leagues of 
land, and who have a natural supply of water only at one 
extreme end of the pasture or c~ó, and so, not to make 
the cattle travel different times in the day a distance of 
two, three, or more leagues, to drink, they make little 
ponds by dams. An uncle of mine, living near the J agn
arõ Ri ver, had one of these in which he also had excellent 
:fish, but the drought bf one year caused .it to dry up." 

Tbe average temperature at Pará is 80° . . The sum
mer temperatme ·at Rio de Janeii·o is about 75°, and the 
winter temperature 65°. The prevailing wincls are from 
the east, and always secm·e to the country, as a whole, an 
abundance of earth-fattening rain. 



CHAPTER VIII . 

.A.MJmiOAN-BRAZILI.A.N RELATIONS. 

LIKE the Americans, the Brazilians take more interest 
in what occnrs in Europe than in any other part of 
the outside world. They concern themselves very little 
about wbat takes place in the Uniteel States. If a great 
disaster happens, like the burning of the Brooklyn Theatre, 
or a President is assassinated, they may possibly get the 
tidings of such a catastrophe by. telegraph in the course 
of two or three days. Our presielential elections are im
portant, anel the result of a State election like that in the 
State of Maine on the 8th of September, two montbs 
before the presidential e1ection, would be regareleel by 
everyboely posted in American affairs as indicative of the 
greater contest in N ovember, and, of course, woulel be 
pi·omptly cabled to the Lonclon newspapers ; but no news 
whatever about that election carne to Brazil. A leading 
jomnal publishes a tolerably fair letter from a N ew Y ork 
corresponclent once about every two months; but the 
same journal prints seventy-five letters from Europe to 
one that it prints from tbe Unitecl States. 

The Lonelon daily journals of JYiarch 9, 1885, anel of 
some prececling dates, arri vecl at Rio de Janeiro March 
27th. .As usmtl, their telegraphic columns were fillecl 
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with news from all the principal countries, and the "J or
nai do Commercio" of Rio de Janeiro on the following 
morning, as is its custom, had a colum.n filled with a 
synopsis of news :D:orn different countries, especially from 
Em·opean countries. These London papers contained un
usually important news from the United States-the in
auguration of the new President, Mr; Cleveland, his in
augural address in full, the names of his Cabinet minis
ters ; the appointment· o:f General Grant as general on 
the retired list of the army; also, the announcement of 
General Grant's alarming illness anel .probabi1ity o:f his 
early decease. American news is :fi.rst received at Rio 
through the London daily newspapers, anel all these facts 
made· an unusual amount of news to come by one mail. 
N ow, would it be thought that the synopsis of news in 
the Rio paper from the London journals contained no 
reference whatcver to the . United States-not a word 
about the inauguration of the new President, or of the 
dangerous illness of General anel ex-President Grant ~ 
Y et such was the case. No allusion was macle. to auy
thing that hacl occun·ed in the U nited States. N or had 
any of this news from the United States been 1mblished 
in any of the Rio journals. This is according to the 

·usual custom ; anel I think it shows very clearly that t~e 
Brazilians take little note .or interest of what transpil'es in 
the N mth American republic. · 

I make no complaint about this ; I merely state the 
facts. Probably it is natural that the Brazilians should 
have their minds more constantly :fixecl on Europe than 
upon the " Granel Republic," as they speak of our coun
try when they wish to be very polite, though thér news
papers frequently style the Americans "Yankees." .Any
how it is well for our Mr. Spread-Eagle to lmo:w that the 
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whole of mankind does not always have its ad.miring gaze 
:fixed on OUl' country. Still, I think there is in the deep 
cUl':rent of Brazilian sentiment and thought a feeling of 
respect and. regard. for the United States. I run led to 
th.is conclusion for various reasons. It is certa,in that the 
Brazilians recognize America's inventive and literary 
genius. They know Longfellow at least, and they kn:ow 
that the telegraph, the sewing-machine, and the Atlantic 
cable started. on their mighty errands from our shores. 
They unite with peo"ple everyw here in revering such 
American characters as Washington, Frauklin, and Lin
coln. In common with most other countries they have 
had proofs of the traditional moderation and justice of 
the .A.merican Government in its dealings with foreign 
countries. As straws show which way the wind. blows, I 
would menti ou that I once attended in Hió de Janeiro a 
sleight-of-hand. entertainment in the principal theatre, 
where there was an audience of about two thousand per
sons. One of the tricks of the performer was to d.ráw out 
of a bottle the flags, one by one, of different nations, each 
being saluted with more or less applause. The Brazilian 
flag, of. course, received. the most favol·, and qlúte a hearty 
round of applause greeted the Stars and Stripes. It seemecl 
t~ me the .A.merican flag was next in favor to the Brazil
ian, and.· I remember to have experienced. a feeling of de
lighted surpr:i.se at the incident. The Amer:i.cans are 
Brazil's best customers, and, on grounds of interest, the 
Brazilians ought to be very friendly to the United States. 
it is a fact, however, that dming our civil war Brazilian 
sym pathy, unlike that o f Hussia, was with the South. 

Steamships like the Oregon, which lately made the 
passage from Queenstown to N ew Y ork in six days and 
ten hours, would make the voyage from N ew Y ork to 
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Rio de Janeiro in eleven days and a half, whereas those 
now runn:ing occupy twice that time. Such a line would 
give our country a prestige in South America which sbe 
now greatly lacks. It would revolutionize trad~ in favor 
of Americans. With the new railroad development that 
is taking place, anel the large immigration from Europe 
to the four conntries of tbe Argentine Republic, Uru
gnay, Paraguay, anel Brazil, there will necessarily be an 
increase of the foreign trade of those countries, a,nd an 
enterprising anel seasonable step ou the part of Americans 
is indispensable if they woulel have a large share of it. 
At present twenty steamshlps a month from lead:ing Eu
ropean ports a1-rive at Rio de Janeiro to ou e steamship 
that an-ives there from the United States! Increased 
means of transporta ti ou from the U nited States to Brazil 
would greatly help American trade. At the same time, 
we must bear in mind that our export trade is mainly 
dependent ou tbe goodness and cheapness ·Of our com
moditil3s. 

The Americans import from Brazil, anel mostly :from 
Rio, over tbree hundred million ponnels of coffee a year, 
some of whlch, probably, is afterward solel as Java. It 
costs, delivereel in N ew Y ork, inclueling the Brazilian 
export tax, teu cents a pound. Its transportation from 
Rio to New York- :five thousand miles-is remarkably 
cheap, yet profitable to the carrier, being only forty cents 
a bag, or less than a third of a cent per pound. Why is 
it carried so cheaply? Because there are so many British 
anel other foreign steamshlps in South America.n waters. 
They go from Europe with goods for Brazil anel the Ri ver 
Plate, and need return-cargoes. About two of these 
steamers leave Rio every week for N ew York, anel go 
thence to Liverpool. Americans save two million dolhrs . 
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a year in freight on their co:ffee, through this abunelance 
of foreign shipping. The present American line of 
steamers between N ew Y ork anel ·Rio is a help to om· 
export traele to Brazil, but has small influence on freight 
from Brazil. Brazil's imports amülmt to eighty million 
dollars a year, of which the Uniteel States contributes nine 
millions. Our chief export to that country is flom· ; but 
we also send much kerosene, many locomotives, and other 
machinery. People ask, " Why elon't we expOl't more 
goods to Brazil ? " Partly beca use the Brazilians have not 
the money to buy more, partly for lack of more frequent 
communication, and partly because they can get suited 
better elsewhere. There are, I rep~at, twenty steamships 
a month arriving in Brazil from Europe to one that ar
rives from the Uniteel States, anel gooels can be got there 
more cheaply from Europe than from the United States. 
There is at Rio an American who sells the planters much 
machinery for hulling co:ffee, but who manufactures his 
machines in Scotlanel, because he can do so cheape1· than 
in his own country. Rio consmnes thirty thousand bar
reis of :fiour a month, mostly American. The bread is all 
maele by bakers, anel, though very good, it is not likely 
the consumption wi.ll increase rapidly, 1mless times become 
flush. The :finances of all the South American countries 
are so elepi·essed, their eurrency so depreciated, and tbeir 
need for high import taxes so imperative, that we should 
not entertain extravagant ideas of beneficiai reciprocal 
relations with them. . 

American manufactures general1y have a goocl name 
in Bmzil, anel it stanels om manufacturers in hancl to con
tinue to put conscienée in their goods. A contrary course 
will soon wind up any trade. Brazilian importers some
times say the Americans have such a great home market 
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that they don't wish to trouble themselves about exporting 
_to foreign countries. The Brazilians have been accustomed 
to rather long credits, and the general impression is, that 
Europeans have been more ren.dy to indulge them in this 
regard than our people. Americans intending to begin 
an expol't trade with Brazil, no matter how excellent their 
goods may be, must expect at first to make some sacrifica. 
It is as much as the Brazilian consignee can do to sell 
goods ·whose mark and quality are well kno\vn. It is 
more than he can be expected to do to urge upon custom
ers goods of an l!Jl]ruown character. Re willnot do this, 
and an exporter, introducing an article whose name and 
character the Brazilian merchant is unacquainted with, 
must be content to sell it at some loss till it gets favorably 
known. After that he may expect to establish a remu
nerative trade. 

Oan any benefit be secured through a reciprocity 
treaty ~ The Brazilians appreciate the great advantage 
their country derives b,y the extensi ve import of their 
co:ffee into the United States free of duty. Most other 
countries, including Great Britain, impose ap. import tax 
on coffee, rising ali the way from three cents to fom'teen 
cents per pound, which last is the rate imposed by France. 
Its admission free of duty into the United States is sub
stantially a donation of severn.l million dollars a year to 
the treasury of Brazil, she having thereby been able to 
collect an increased export tax from it, amounting, impe
rial and provincial together, to eleven per cent. This has 
helped her, probably, in spite of her bad :finances, to late
ly procure two of the most powerful ships of war that 
are anywhere a:fl.oat, and which are better than any the 
U nited States possesses. Although there has not been 
much expression of gratitude for these benefits, Brazil 

11 
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would now, I aro sure, promptly negotiate with the 
United States a reciprocity treaty, which wou]d amelio
rate om· trade with her in some degree; but her financiai 
situation is so straitened that she could not and would 
not grant us those bene:fits which ordinarily we would 
have a right to expect, and which would correspond with 
the ad\'antage we afford her in admitting coffee free. 

The tendency of Brazil to develop home manufactures 
under her high protective tariff wm naturally cause a de
cline in some articles of our exports, and yet our exports 
as a whole may continue to increase. The number of her 
cotton-mills is steadily increasing. There are cotton-mills 
in the city of Rio run by steam with imported coai, that 
are paying well. A cotton-mill at Macaco, an hour by 
rail.way from Rio, which was burned some time ago, has 
recently been rebnilt, and has eight hundred looms in 
operation. It has water-power, and facilities for steam
power in dry weather. It makes not only common white 
cloth, but colored and mixed cloths for men's cheap cloth
ing, and is earning very bandsome pro:fits. Already there 
are many cotton-factories in the country, and their num
ber is sure to increase. Manufacturing activity in Brazil 
will make an increased demand for machinery. As an 
example, there has lately been a large company formed in 
the province of Minas-Geraes for the manufacture of lard, 
wbich has sent to the United States an agent to purchase 
machinery for the eg_tiipment of tbe factory. Indeed, it 
seems reasonable that, in proportion as the industrial skill 
and activity of the Brazilians increase, will their general 
power of consumption likewise increase. Let a cotton
factory be started in a place which is now a solitude: 
the hundreds of operatives which it will assemble, and 
who will help to forro the village around it, will soon 
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begin to wear shoes and stocl'ings instead of going bare
footed as they bave been accustomed to do. Their wants 
will increase, and the receipt of regular wages will develop 
among them a power of purcbase which before was al-

. most a blank. Manufacturers help to civilize, and civili
zation makes trade. 

I am aware of the deep interest that is felt in the 
United States in respect of the increase of our export 
trade, and especially the increase of exports to Brazil-by 
far the most populous and important of tbe South Ameri
can countries. While it is desirable that every pains be 
taken to expand our export tl·ade with Brazil, the situa
tion of om- trade with tbis country is not, however, so un
favorable as some persons bave been led to suppose. W e 
buy from Brazil about thirty million dollars' worth of 
coffee, eight million dollars' worth of rubber and sugar, 
hides, and other products amounting in all to upward of 
:fifty million dollars, and in time of high prices sixty mill
ion dollars per annum. None of these things which we 
buy of Brazil are for vanity and show, but they are all 
useful and good for our people, because tbey are impor
tant elements in our industrial and social prosperity. The 
coffee is cbeap and good, and gives cheer to the tables of 
the rich and poor alike. The rubber which we buy is 
worked up by our .ingenious artisans to the great pro:fit of 
our industry. N ow, beca use Brazil in retmn buys only 
nine or teu million dollars' worth of our goods, does it 
prove that we are doing a losing business with her? May 
we not be doing a trade with her that is actually quite 
profitable to our people? Is it not something such a case 
as this? A is a large manufacturer of pianos, which he 
sells in different markets at a good pro:fit. He buys the 
larger share of bis wood anel material of B, because he 
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can buy it cheaper of B than of any one else. Now, be
cause B does not take his pay in pianos, is there any 
grouncl for A complaiuing that his tracle with him is un
favorable ~ The circumstances are not exactly the same, 
but the principie is much the same, in respect of the bal
ance of tracle between the U nitecl States and Brazil. 

Diplomatic ' and consular o:fficers, if competent anel 
properly sustained, can be useful in promoting trade anel 
friendly relations. One of our àblest American Sem·e
taries of State, Mr. Marcy, in a report to Congress, saiel: 
"The object of diplomatic missions is' to adjust dii:Ier
ences anel conduct affairs between governments in regard 
to their political anel commercial relations, and to furnish 
the Government at home with information touching the 
country to which the mission is accredited, more full and 
more accurate than might be obtained through the ordi- . 
nary channels, or more promptly than the same informa
tion might otherwise be receivecl." That our Govern
ment may not make au improper demanel on a foreign 
country, and one that it will be obliged :finally to recede 
from with loss of credit, it is of the utmost importance 
that it be supplied with information, in case of some sud
den emergency, of a perfectly reliable character. Its rep
resentatives abroad, therefore, both diplomatic and consu
lar, shoulel have · that position anel consieleration, in the 
places where they are employed, that they would have 
reaely access to the very best som·ces of information, so 
that they could truly anel promptly report to theh· Gov

. ernment in any sudden eme:rgency. Access to such infor-
mation requires frienelly social relations with the leacling 
and most influential people; relations wllich can only be 
maintainecl by character and a hospitable style of living. 
U nfortunately, our American eliplomatic anel consular 
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sm·vice has not been and is not balf as well sustained as 
that of the leading Em;opean countries. Our practice in 
this regard has been eminently "pound foolish and penny 
wise." How insignificant would be the cost of such serv
ice on a liberal scale, compared with the vast outlay wben 
once a country is ob1iged to drop peaceful remedies and 
resort to force ! A s~all example of this occurs to me. 
Mr. W elles, Secretary of the N avy, writing N ovember 
18, 1868, relative to a movement against Paraguay, states 
that on a former occasion, when a demonstration was made 
against Paraguay, a naval force of light-draught vessels 
was sent out, and that the expedition " cost the Govern
ment several million dollars." For much less money than 
that the Government could have maintained a full em
bassy in Paraguay, in a palace, a hundred years ! 
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our boat had a number o:f settees on each side facing the 
directio:U we were going, and ou one of these near a win
dow we took . our places, and went to reading some late 
American newspapers. The hoat started at six minutes 
a:fter three o'clock, and at half-past three we were pn.ss
ing near Government Island-the longest ano largest o:f 
the numerous islands in the Rio Bay, covered with low 
green :foliage, and along the edge of which are a number 
o:f white cottages of working- people. .Aiterwa1·d we 
passed another island which was particularly pretty from 
the varied colors -of its foliage-dark and light green
also the russet-colored tops of the mango-trees of different 
shades, from the russet to an orange tint. The shores 
were somewhat rocky, with occasional exposed p]aces of 
red soil. To OUl' :front and right were other smaller isl
ands, bearing small palms, banana-trees, and green bushes 
of various shades. On hill-sides were one or two cleared 
patches. The highest land of any of the islands did not 
exceed one hundred and fifty feet. Looking back~ard 
ou our right, the hills back of Nictheroy and the Sugar
Loaf were visible, while directly behind the boat was Rio, 
dimly seen through the heavy atmosphere. In front, at a 
distance, were high mountains draped with :fleecy clouds. 

Besides ourselves there were in the cabin eleven adult 
passengers and :five children. The cabin-floor was uncar
peted and clean. After an hour's passage on the boat we 
landed and walked a short distance to the railway upon 
whicb, after half an hour's run through a levei, and for 

_ the first part swampy, bus~1-covered, wild, and thri:ftless
looking country, though containing au occasional dwelling 
and some patches of corn and mandioca, also a few 01·ange 
and banana trees, the foot of the mountains was reached. 
Then ata slow pace the cars were pushed up the mount-



OHAPTER IX. 

A TRIP INTO THE INTERIOR. 

IN the early part of August, 1883, I, with my family, · 
made a trip into the great province of Minas-Geraes as 
far as the town of Barbacena, which, though on an ordi
nary atlas appears to be . close to the sea-coast, is yet two 
lmndred and thirty-four miles distant from Rio, by rail
way, in the interior. In going we went a roundabout 
way by Petropolis and returned direct by rail. W e left 
our residence in Rua (Jardim) das Larangeiras at 1.45 
r . M., Monday J uly 30th, and drove to the Petropolis 
steamboat, distant three miles, arriving considerably ahead 
of time. The weather had been unusually warm that 
day, but the sky was overcast, the distant mountains con
siderably hidden by clouds, and the breeze from across 
the bay felt damp but fresh. The harbor seemed very 
quiet_ Six or eight large stéamers were lying in sight, 
among. them the Àmerican steamship Finance, which had 
her colors displayed and steam making, apparently for 
the continuation of her voyage to Santos-then an excep
tional movement. A few little boats with freight were 
moving about; and jnst in front of us a large three
masted sailing-vessel, with white-painted hull and heavily 
loaded, was being towed by a propeller. The cabin of 
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ain's side over a snrface well wooded with deciduous trees 
anel exposing many big granite rocks. The first half of 
the way the soil is a i'ed clay mixed with granite, but ap
proaching the suih.mit it becomes a brown loam. W e 
pass granite cuts near enough to touch the sides, also 
hlgh, ahnost ovm·hanging, rocks, anel occasionally a de~ 
clivity a hundred feet or more down and somewhat start
ling. For a part of the way the track follows the rocky 
course of a clear stream. HeTe and there the old, wind
ing carriage-road with its high stone embankment is visi
ble. The vegetation is abundant, the trees being tall and 
some of 1arge size. Sometimes the views are fine, but on 
this occasion they were all shut out by wet clouds which 
actually enveloped us. Three quarters of an hour are oc
cupied in ascending the mountain anel in the short de
scent on the other side jnto Petropolis, making about two 
and a half hours for the whole trip. We reached the 
place at half-past :five o'clock and drove to our hotel. 
As Petropolis is a very quiet place, it is the queer fashion 
there for peop1e, even of the genteel class, to go to the 
railway-station at the time the traiu arrives; and there 
was quite a collection of people at the station tbe evening 
we arrived there. 

The next day we made some excursions through anel 
around the city, anel very much enjoyed seeing the pretty 
villas with fine :fl.ower-gardens, the excellent macadamized 

·roads, and the pebble-bottomed streams. The situation 
of Petropolis, in the mountains twenty-four hundred feet 
above the sea, is very pleasant anel healthfu1; and foreign
ers arri ving at .Rio de Janeiro during the warm season 
between N ovember and J une, and :finding tbe heat too 
great, or yellow fever prevailing, can 0btain a quick 3Jlld 
perfectly safe retreat at this mountain resort. The Em-
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peror's summer villa was built tbere abont forty years 
ago, and, as improvements bave been going on ever since, 
it bas become a most attractive as well as healtbful and 
fashionable summer resort- the principal one, indeed, in 
Brazil. The diplomatic body usually go there bag and 
baggage at the same time as the court, and stay as long, 
which is generally from December till June. Petropolis 
lies in the va1leys of tlu·ee clear streams, which have been 
so improved by the engineer and gardener that they are 
quite a featUl'e of the place. Their banks are even with 
the macadamized street or road on either side, but their 
channels are ten to :fifteen feet deep, with sloping and 
trim, grass-coveTed sides. They fl.ow gently over smooth, 
pebbly bottoms, and, though usually shallow, sometimes 
after a heavy rain overftow their banks. They are Cl'ossed 
by a number of foot and other· bridges having bright-red 
rai.lings, and shade-trees are gro1:ving along their banks. 
Two of these streains coming from opposite directions in 
the same street unite in the square of Dom Pedro II, 
and, after flowing tlu·ough the centers of several other 
streets in a similar deep cbannel, are joined hy another 
stream of like character, the whole forrning a considerable 
river, which still runs for some distance in the limits of 
the town, and then over nume1·ous foaming rapids de
scends the western slope of the mountains to the broad 
Parahyba. Petropolis includes in its limits several con
ical hills, about :five hundred feet high, composed of fer
tile red soil, mostly covered with a yolmg growth of 
fOl'est, ever vel'dant, but somewhat variegated, and in 
which the dark green of the gracefully clustered bamboo 
and the lighter shades of the banana are noticeable. Some 
of the hill-sides show patches of culti vation and tidy
looking cottages. Fine mountain scenery is visible in 
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various directions. There are severa} extended an~l ample 
streets, a number of which are levei, containing ma,ny 
separate, spacious, and tasteful dwellings, with the grounds, 
lawns, shrubbery, and fl.owers which so much adorn the 
country home, and which seem to fi.nd in the temperature 
of Petropolis their naturn.l clime. The Emperor's viJla is 
of a yellowish-brown color, and rather plain, but has about 
twelve acres of ground with trees and plants. 

Pet:ropolis, being named after the Emperor, and indeed 
founded by him, is naturally the object of his deep in
terest. The place with its outskirts affords many miles of 
pleasaut carriage driveway over smooth roads. Its busi
ness is confined to one central street, on which is the rail
way-station. The working population is nearly all Ger
man or of German descent, and good order and quiet pre
vail. There are several tolerably comfortab1e hotels, with 
board at two dollars and twenty-:five cents a day. As 
might be supposed, Petropolis has frequent spells of rainy 
weather, which sometimes last fully three days. In al
most every month, too, there are some mornings and even
ings which are -cold enough to render a fu·e indispensable 
for comfort; but at present only a few houses are pro
vided with heating accommodations. With good open 
:fireplaces in the houses, anda su:fficiency of dry fuel, the 
sanitary condition of 'thc place would become greatly im
proved. 

There is one train a day from Petropolis to Rio, start
ing at 7 .A. M. The fare eacli way is three dollars. A few 
business men make the round trip daily, and state that 
they :find it less fatiguing than the trip between Rio and 
Tijuca. 

Having engaged transportation the preceding after
noon, we, on Thursday morning at :five o'clock, left Pe-
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tropolis by stage on the celebrated Juiz de Fora carriage
road for Entre Rios, there to take the railway for Barba
cena. W e three happened to be the only passengers. 
The stage was drawn by four mules, which were changed 
at every station of eight miles. W e made good time, as 
the road was smooth (though I noticed it was getting 
worn and out of repair), and reached Entre Rios at about 
ten o'clock, in season for the express-train from Rio. The 
scenery was interesting all the way. Entre Rios seemed 
a brisk and important business place, espedally for for
warding produce, and appeared to have a few thousand 
inhabitants. Oontinuing our journey from here on by 
rail, we reached our stopping-place, Barbacena, shortly 
after fom. Carriages in city style, drawn by mules, were 
at the station, but before I could get our trunk they had 
ali disappeared with other passengers; however, one soon 
carne back in which we were taken to the Italian Hotel, 
the principal one in the place. W e found the weather 
uncomfortably cold and damp. No :fires, and beds had to 
be warmed with bottles of hot water; sleeping-rooms 
small, beds too short, big cracks in the fl.oor through which 
one could look into an untidy rooro below. Dinner at 
the hotel was fair, but the break:fast the next morning 
was better, and consisted of fried potatoes, fried eggs in 
peas, tenderloin of pork roasted, fried beef, co:ffee, and 
good bread. Mter our dinner we took a walk tbrouO'h o 
the town before dark. Barbacena is an old town on a 
ridge of land, has two long streets paved with rough but 
now smoothly worn stones, and which are fianked by con
tinuous low buildings. There are three old but rather 
neat-looking churches, with shrubbery and trees in their 
grounds. About the only evidence of life noticeable in 
tbis walk was a brass band practicing in some upper room. 
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Coulel we bave been comfortably. settleel, it was our in
tention to spenel several chys in the place, anel to make 
some exmusions into the surrouneling country. But, on 
account of tbe raw, cbilly temperature in-doors, we ele
cideel to start bomewarel the next morning. Botb in go
ing anel coming I maele many notes as to .tbe appearance 
of the country, the better to :fix tbe facts in my minel. 
Tbe route frbm Rio to Barbacena by railway is through 
one of the olclest anel best coffee-producing districts in 
Brazil, anel in that elistance passes through sixteen tunnels 
anel crosses two separate mountain-ranges about as higb as 
the A1leghanies where crosseel by the Pennsylvania Cen
tral Railroael, anel which are covereel with a fair but not 
elense growth of barel-wooel trees, anel, on the more ele
vatecl parts; some tropical pines of meelium size. It is 
between these mountain-ranges that the roael 1vinds for 
sixty miles along the banks of the wiele but frequently 
sballow Parahyba River. 

The country generally is exceedingly broken anel hilly, 
tbe hills for the most part being twice as bigb as the blu:ffs 
of the upper Mississippi, anel of conical forro. They 
seem to vary from one hundreel to one thousand feet in 
height, anel often rea.cb the clignity of mountains. Wbere 
uncultivateel, they bear thrifty yet sma1l seconel-growth . 
timber; but, after getting in the vicinity o f Barbacena, 
they become elevoiel of timber, anel in the elry, or winter 
season-which was the time of our trip-have the brown 
anel smooth appearance of a closely feel sheep-pasture. 
V ery few rocks are to be seen ; but in some places ant
hills, of smooth, hard exterior, the c<:>lor of the soil, anel 
four or :five feet high, are clisagreeably numerous. The 
prevailing character of the soil is a red clay, mixeel with 
gravei, anel is cvielently fertile, but there is nothing asto:çt-
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isbing or particularly beautiful in the natural vegetation. 
At long intervals some fine, tall trees, with large anel 
haudsome orauge-colored blossoms, may be seen, anel there 
is occasionally a blending of colors .that about equals, but 
certain1y does not surpass, the N orth American foliage 
after an autumn frost, where, on some forest hill-side, the 
green anel the scarlet, the orange and the crimson, are 
l'ichly minglecl. There are some fences of rails laid upon 
crotched stakes, but the division lines between estates 
often consist of ditches, with the earth thrown up on one 
side, resembling rifle-pits or :field forti:fications, anel which, 
being straight anel of a red color, are at a distance inter
esting objects. N ot more than a twentieth part o f the 
land is under cultivation, anel some of it appears to have 
been worn out anel abandoned. The sight, now anel then, 
of a pack of mules, with produce strung over their backs 
in baskets or bales, and the most primitive of wooden and 
squeaking-wheeled ox-ca:rts- the a:xle revolving with the 
wheels-carts such as might have come into Portugal with 
the first Roman or Phamician colony, also the absence of 
ali modem agricultnral implements, tell of an antiquated 
system of agricultnre. Indeed, for the most of the way 
along this route, the smface of the ground is so abruptly 
broken that it is scarcely possible to l.lSe the plow, let 
alone the planter and other modem implements. The 
hoe is necessarily almost the sole implement of field-culti
vation, an~l it is twice as large and heavy as the hoe which 
the American and Emope[l,n farmer is accustomed to 
use. 

The leading crop of this region is co:ffee, pbntations 
of which are to be seen as Útr out as the neighborhooel of 
Retiro, one hundred anel sixty-:five miles fi·om Rio de 
Janeiro. As a rule, the soil on the co:ffee-plantations is 

12 
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kept as clean and free of weeds as are the corn-:fields of 
the most careful American farmers, who are accustomed 
to till the soil w.ith their own hands. The co:ffee-tree, as 
it is called, is a bush from six to eight feet high. The 
red soil is just visible between the rows of trees, so that 
ata clistance a plantation has a striped appearance of green 
and red, which is very pretty. After the fruit has been 
stripped off, and much of the foliage with it, the tops of 
the trees have a slightly bluish t~nge. 

There are some separate coffee-plantations which cover 
several thousand acres, and which, stretching as they do 
over bold, circling undulations, present a beautiful and 
even grand picture. N ot the rich, grass-carpeted valley 
of the Po, with its plantations of the mt1lberry, the wil
low, and the vine, nor the blooming cotton-fields of Texas, 
nor any agricultura! scene that I have anywhere witnessed, 
in the Old W orld or the N ew, ean rival the beauty and 
magni:ficence of one of the :finely cultivated, mountain
covered plantations o-f co:ffee in Brazil. Visible from the 
railroad are a few, but only a few, handsome residences 
of coffee-planters. 

On this route are several neat-looking villages, and two 
or three towns that may number six thousand inhabitants. 
Among these, Juiz de Fora is perhaps the prettiest, an.d 
is situated on sloping ground, with a hill, apparently of 
granite, just behind it. Barbacena, a city with cobble
paved streets, anel situated on high ground, is reputed as 
healthful, and has a large anel fairly kept hotel. In all .

1 

these villages and t0wns not a chimney is visible. The 
houses are generally one to two stmies high, the walls 
stuccoed in white, and sometimes blue, pink, yellow, or 
green color. The roofs are four-sided, low, and covered 
with heavy red tiles. The aspect of the viUages a:nd 
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towns, arllid a variety of trees, inclucling generaJly the 
banana and palm, is, on the whole, cheerful, imd the in
habitauts, so far as the traveler by railway can judge, are 
temperate and contented. The houses, or rather huts, of 
the poor a;re built of unburned bricks, are of a brown or 
earth color, have wooden window-shutters, but no glass 
windows, and usually palm-thatched roofs. Generally, 
near the house is a little patflh of ground fenced with up
right poles of irregular height. Mules, goats1 and hogs · 
are the kinds of live-stock most commonJy seen. The 
railway-station buildings, though not spacious, are out
wardly neat. They are of concrete, a story and a half 
high, with projecting tiled roofs, waJls white and thick, 
with a strip two feet in width painted red around the 
base, for an irrútation foundaotion. The station Sitio, at 
the foot of the Mantiqueira range, has an attractive flower
garden attached to it, as is the excellent custom in some 
of the countries in the north of Europe, and which always 
make an agreeable impression on the traveler. 

The railway on this line is owned and managed by the 
Government. The employés wear citizen's clothing, and 
are unpretentious in their manners. The cars were made 
in Brazil, the inside ftnish being of light-colored hard 
wood! with cane-seated, high-back chairs, in pairs, perm.a
nently ftxed, and facing each other, on each side .of the 
car, with a passage-way in the center. Closets are at
tached to the cars, after the American system. It is the 
fashion among Brazili&n male passengers to wear brown 
or white linen overcoats to keep o:ff the dust, and to smoke 
cigarettes in any cru:, as a matter of course. There are no 
separate cars for ladies. There is no discrimination on 
account of color. In going from Rio passengers get a 
late breakfast at Barra de Pirahy, and on the return trip 
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dine at the same place. One dollar js charged for a meal. 
Pure and good black co:ffee, in small cups, with other re
freshments, is served at Entre Rios, and several other 
places. On the whole, I think that Àmerican visitors to 
Brazil would :finda trip into the interior, on this or some 
other route, highly interesting, and such as would leave 
lasting and agreeable impressions on the mind. 



OHAPTER X. • 
VISIT TO _A_ OOFFEE-PLANT_A_TION. 

SÃ.o P _A_UI,o, besides its seaport, Santos, and its capital, 
the city of São Paulo, contains several important business 
centers, and, as it is supposed to possess the best agricult
ural resources of any province, I desired to make a visit 
there at the first convenient opportunity. My interest 
had been increased by hearing people speak of its capital 
as being the most American of any city in Brazil. The 
day fixed for starting was the 1st of May, 1884:, and, as I 
was to be accompanied by my wife and daughter, we ali 
thought it would be the more pleasant to go by steamship 
from Rio to Santos, and return to Rio by rail, which we 
did. W e embarked at noon, on the steamship Orown 
Prince Frederick William, and I must say that I did not 
quite relish the idea of having to deliver up my passport 
to the steamship agents-so that a permit from the Bra
zllian authorities for my leaving port could be obtained
before I could. have the privilege of bnying tickets. But 
no foreigner can leave any Brazilian port without ;fi.rst 
obtaining a pass from the chief of police-a frivolous and 
burdensome usage. It was one o'clock P. M. when we 
began to steam out of the harbor and turn southward. 
The weather was perfectly clear and delightful. Twenty 
months had passed since we had first entered the harbor 
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of Rio, anel it was with peculiar feelings that we now 
again, from a steamer's deck, surveyed the same extended 
and striking view of mo:untaius and city that then opened 
before us. The sea continued smooth anel the weather 
very pleasant ali the afternoon and till bedtime. In a 
couple of hours after leaving Rio the mountain scenery 
along the coast becomes somewhat graud, and more beau
tiful thau about Rio. The mountains, though generally 
covered with green forest, present a variety of forros, and 
it was very pleasant to sit under a canvas awning, or walk 
the deck, and watch the changing views·. On retiring àt 
night we had every expectation of arriving at Santos at 
the usual time, which would bave been early the next 
morning. But a sharp rain- and thunder-storm rose in the 
nigbt, during which tbe ship pitcbecl and rolled a good 
deal, and the captain tbought it prudent to stop, as there 
are several rather clangerous islands on the route between 
Rio and Santos. The result was that we did not reach 
Santos till four o'clock the next afternoon. Santos is 

· situated out of sight from tbe sen., ou n. river not much 
wider thau a canal, and it requires careful navigating for 
half an hour to get up to it; and when one does get to it 
there is nothing attractive to be seen. The banks of the 
river are muclcly anel filthy, ·though the tide comes np 
sometimes. There are a few wharves, to which large 
steamships were moored. The city itself has an anti
quated appearance, anel its narrow streets are compactly 
built up. The most stríking object, on coming up to tbe 
city, is the cnstom-house, which, though small, is some
what showy. 

Tlie hotel to which we went was old, situated in a 
block of buildings, anel had only an np-stairs entrance, 
direct from the street. Tbe rooms anel furniture left 



VISIT TO A OOFFEE-PLANTATION. 139 

consielerable to be elesireel, but the table was gooel. The 
elining-room being small, I conld not but notice that the 
practice of gentlemen- probably the most of them for
eigners- lighting their cigars anel smoking for a while at 
the table seemeel to have given the room a permanently 
stale smell of tobacco-smoke. There was a heavy shower 
eluring the night, but the next elay was pleasant, anel in 
the forenoon, in company with the wife of the American 
consul, a Brazilian laely, anel her elaughter, we made an 
excm·sion of a couple of miles or so in the horse-cars, to 
the sea-beach, which is very long, anel affords an extensive 
elriveway. A number of genteel cottages are occupieel 
along the edge of the woods which border the beach. In 
going there from the city the way is over levelland, and it 
appeared to me that there was enough well-situated ground 
for the site of a ·large city. I suppose it is ali laid out 
iuto lots. Leaving Santos at half-past two P. M., ou the 
railway, we arriveel at São Paulo about six o'clock. For 
the first half-hom the road is over low, levelland, covered 
with bushes. In the course of twenty minutes we cross a 
wide stream, near to which is the fust station. The sta
tion-building is of hrick, one story high, of 1ight-ye1low 
color, with a zinc roof, which projects six feet beyond the 
wall, and is supported by an iron frame. On one side of 
the road the forest is only a rifle-shot distant, while behind 
the station-building thete is a slightly descending bush
covered surface for about a mile, and then hills, and 
momltains a thousand feet high, covered with forest. 
W e were going through a valley, and getting nearer the 
mountains, and in teu minutes from this :first station were 
on an ascending grade, in the vicinity of second-growth 
timber, rank weeels, anel rich soil washeel from hills near 
by. At teu minutes past three we arriveel at the foot of 



14:0 BRAZIL : ITS OONDITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

the serra, a green, forest-covered mountain-side, a mile 
distant, on our left, and another, half a mile distant, on 
our right. At the station are a telegraph-office, a bar, anel 
also closets. N ear by are two o:r three aclobe houses of the 
poo:r people, with small grounels, fenceel with close-stanel
ing, sleneler stakes. The weather was warm, anel the in
sects troublesome. At 3.35 we began the ascent of the 
serra, in a railway-car pulled up by an iron cable, anel 
reacheel the top at 4.16. There were some :fine views on 
the way up, both of mountains on our left and of sea anel 
mountains behind. W e also felt the air delightfully 
cooler as we got near the summit. Among the passengers 
were some German business men, gojng up from Santos 
to spend Sunday at São Paulo. At the summit station a 
number of working-men were standing about, clJ:esseel in 
blue cotton clothes. 

From the point where we reached the high land all 
the way to the city of São Paulo, I watched the soil 
very closely anel was smprised to see that so much of it 
was apparently poor. .At 4.40 we carne to a station where 
there were a saw-mill, a few houses, anel some , cleareel 
ground, with o1el stumps, resembling an American pasture. 
W e had been about twenty mjnutes coming to this point 
from the summit, much of the way being elesceneling, the 
surface generally unelulating, rather wet anel bush-coverecl. 
We soon ascend another ridge covered with timber. At 
5 .A.. l';L we reach a station, where there are wooden build
ings surrounded by partly cleared lanel; thence we soon 
entered a narrow prairie. At 5.12, the station of São Ber
nardo, with good brick builclings, on nearly levei campos; 
after that, smooth, undulating land and occasionally rocks. 
At 5.4, reacheel station of Braz near São Paulo, where the 
tickets were taken up. Very pretty Slll'I'Olmding country. 
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It was just sundown; the weather was pleasant, but I felt 
the need of putting on a light overcoat. In about eight 
minutes more we were at the last station. W e had to wait 
twenty-:five minutes for our trunk before we could start 
iu a carriage for the hotel. The number of every piece 
of baggage as it is taken from the car is checked in a book 
by an employé. The convenient system of checks as in 
the United States is not used, but a paper reccipt is given 
at the beginning o:f the journey, which must be given up 
before getting the baggage. 

My impressions of the country between Santos and 
São Paulo were penciled down May 4, as follows : "On 
the whole, the soil between Santos and São Paulo appears 
only third rate. The molmtain-slope toward Santos and 
the sea is densely covered with a small growth of hard
wood forest. The trees seem of uniform height, and there 
is but little variety in the shade of dark-green of the :foli
age. Looking o:ff and down on the left si de from the rail
way, the mountain- slope shows numerous but not deep 
ravines, ali timber-covered. The view is not as imposing 
as we had been led to expect. W e had one view o:f the 
sea. and intervening va1ley. After getting to the summit 
there is but little descent to São Paulo; wbat there is 
seems to be o:ffset by ascent. Leaving the summit station, 
we carne, at about twenty-:five miles an hour, through a 
moderately undulating country, with more or less timber 
aud bushes. Say at :five o'clock, we entered the campos, 
tbough still some timber at a distance. The campos 
begins as a narrow prairie, sloping a little to our right. 
There is some meadow-land with rather poor meadow
grass. Much of the land shows need of drainage. A 
few straight ditches have been dug. As we were forty 
~inutes coming to São Paulo after striking the campos, 
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I suppose we passed over :fifteen miles of such surface. 
Scarcely any of the land is fenced. W e saw two or three 
insigni:ficant patches of corn already ripe, but in the whole 
distance there was not visible one well-cultivated :field of 
any sort of crop. W e did not see in all more than :fifty 
head of cattle, very few clwellings, and those ve:ry small and 
generally of aclobe. Of trees a few stunted palms were 
seen; a1so green-leaved trees such as are commonly seen, 
a few quite tall anel slender, some with green parasites; 
but mostly the forest vegetation does not rise above the 

. dignity of bushes ; and many of the trees, indeed, from 
their sickly appearance, might be fancied to be witnesses 
rising up to testüy to the poorness of the soil. With 
drainage and good cultivation, no doubt, the soil would 
produce fair crops, but in its natural condition it presents 
a great contrast to that fertility whicb is so n:i.ucb vaunted 
in respect to Brazil." 

In a conversation which I had in São Paulo with 
Brigadier- General :Magelhães, a Brazilian who is well ac
quainted with the country, he told me that the soil between 
Santos and São Paulo "is not even third rate" ; that it 
contains no lime, and is :fit only for the vine ; that there 
is very little good land near São Paulo, though there is a 
strip that is good,, a league square, toward the west. He 
says that three fourths of the land in the province of São 
Paulo is good ; but tbat, in respect of Brazil as a whole, 
only a hundredth part of the land is :fit for cultivation. 

The city of São Paulo is the most famous and impor
tant of ali the interior towns of Brazil, its bistory being 
interwoven with turbulent polítical events of early times. 
It bas a pleasant anel elevated situation on an undulating 
bank of the Tiete Ri ver, where it is but little more than a 
brook; anel in any season of the year, with its green-topped 
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trees, including a :few· palms amid light-colored walls, red
tiled roofs, anel old church-towers, has a striking appear
ance. Looking down from the city toward the ri ver, the 
opposite anel lower side is considerably . built upon, but 
farther on is a wide expanse like a meaelow, and then bc
gins a rol1ing prairie which, after a stretch of eight or ten 
:miles, is closed in by a range o:f :forest-covered hills. It 
is in this lower anel newer part of the city, anel near the 
stream, that the Public Garden is situateel. W e spent some 
homs in it on. a pleasant forenoon. It comprises about 
twelve acres, anel there is room for its extension. It has 
:fine shaded walks anel neat ponds. One of its chief feat
ures is an. avenue of figuei?·a, or wild fig-trees, which 
resemble the American. live-oak. Among a variety of 
trees I noticed two small American or English white oaks. 
Really, a great deal of taste, enterprise, anel skill is dis
played in this garden. There is a pretty high tower for 
an observatory, anel the superintendent has his resielence 
in the grounds. N othing, in my opinion, re:B.ects greater 
creelit on a place than amplo anel well-arranged gronnds 
in a convenient locality for a public garelen or pru•k. This 
one was not for driving, but simply for pedestrians. Op
posite tbis park are the old and extensivo bnildings of the 
Catholic T4eological Seminary of the diocese. 

A very pleasant set o:f rooms commanding a :fine view 
had been engaged for us at the principal hotel. This ho
tel, now owned anel kept by a German, is, as a building, 
the largest anel best hotel in all Brazil. Its rooms anel 
fnrniture are the best of any in Brazil. It is a respect
~ble anel orderly family hotel, anel has, I believe, no bill
lard-table nor bar. The furniture is black walnut and 
American. The beds a;re cornfortable anel clean. The 
dining-roorn is spacious, but the table is not as good as 
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a traveler has a right to e:xpect. It is a little too scrimpy 
and plain. From the published list of guests, I infer that 
the French hotel ou the other side of the same street is 
better patronized. However, I learn that the proprietor 
of the hotel I aro speaking of is clearing eight per cent 
on the capital invested. The hotel is closed at ten o'clock 
every evening. The front door is then locked, the lights 
put out, and the waiter for each fl.oor then goes to bed o:m 
a cot in the hall near the stairway. 

São Paulo has unquestionably the finest shop for a 
book and stationery store combined that there is in Brazil. 
It is kept by Frenchmen, and was visited by the Princess 
Imperial during her recent visit to that city. Her Impe
rial Highness condescended to accept as a present from 
the proprietors an elegantly bound and illustrated voh1me. 
(I also was presented with a volume-a catalogue in paper 
binding.) Among the prominent things in São Paulo is 
the National Law School, mentioned elsewhere, and kept 
in an antiquated convent pile. I should judge also that 
the mansion and offices of the president of the province 
were once an ecclesiastical edifice. How generous and 
public-spirited the Ghurch must be, thus to give its ven
erable buildings to the Government! Military sentinels 
were posted at the doors of the presidential offices. The 
bishop's residence is also well situated. The city is well 
supplied with street-railways, and those through the newer 
part of the city afford the visitor an opportunity of seeing 
a few expensive aud pretty villas. 

With the Rev. Dr. J ohn Oross, Brftish chaplain, I 
went to see his church. It is constmcted after tbe style 
of many American Episcopal churcbes, especially its inte
rior, the ceiling extending to the roof, and being finished 
in the dark and natmal color of the wood. It was ali 
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neat anel tasteful, anel I was struck with the appearance 
oi several kinels of Brazilian wooel useel for the interior 
finish. From there, Dr. Cross took me to see the ma
chine-shops of the Santos anel São Paulo Railroacl Com
pany, to which I hael been inviteel by Mr. Barker, the 
manager. Connectecl with the offices are a library anel 
reacling~room, anel a billiarel-room adjoining, all for the 
use of the clerks and other employés of the company. 
I hael never before seen anything of the sort, and was 
most favorably impresseel by such thoughtful provision 
for the recreation, instruction, anel amusement of cm·pora
tion employés. These rooms were on the lower fl.oor, spa
cious, well lighted, anel pleasant. In the reacling-room 
was a large table where were the latest Lonelon newspa
pers anel perioelicals. The books composing the library, 
which probably numbereel six hunelreel volumes, were 
mostly English; they were moelern anel well selecteel. 
Everything is free, except that one milreis a month is 
paiel for the use of the books. 

From Mr. Barker I receiveel some information in re
spect to wages anel other matters. The railroael company 
gets its skilleel mechanics from Engla:nel by contract, pay
ing one hundred and eig~1ty milreis (seventy-two dollars) 
a month, and no deduction eluring sickness or holielays ; 
after three years they get one hundTed anel ninety milreis 
a month. N ative carpenters are paid two dollars a day, 
laborers eighty cents a elay. Apprentices are paid twenty 
cents a day, with an annual increase in the same amount; 
they serve from fi ve to seven years. The rule for all is 
to work fifty-two hours in a week, and the work is clis
trlbuted so as to let them quit some hours before night 
on Saturdays, which is the common rule in Englancl. 

The work of the machine-shops consists of foundry-
13 
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Congregational anel Baptist churches-the eleacons carry
ing the breael anel wine to the communicants at their seats. 
A laJ"ge majority of the congregation partook. I was sur
priseel at the large size of the chmch-building. It will 
accommodate an audience of nearly a thousand. Its ceil
ing is very high, and it has a new, fresh, anel pleasant ap
pearance. On the wall, behinel the pulpit, the ten com
mandments are legibly inscribeel in . Portuguese ; also, 
there are two large and finely colm·ed maps of the world. 

The next day we went to take a fuller look at the 
church, and to visit the elay-school connected with the 
m1sswn. On that occasion, llfr. Ohamberlain tolel me that 
the ground, an acre anel a half, bought in 1875, anel the 
church and school-builelings, cost in all about eighty thon
sand milreis at that time, sny thirt,y-four thousand elollars. 
The church alone cost thirty-üve thousanel milreis, or fif
teen thousanel d0llars. It is of wood, anel the material wn,s 
brought from the Uniteel States. · A.rounel the grounds are 
a number of tn.ll eucalyptus-trees. The school cmTesponds 
to a good grammar-school. There were one hundreel anel 
twenty pupi1s, besides twenty in the KinclergaJ"ten. Boys 
anel girls were in the same room. It appeared to be a 
very weU managed schoo1. It was once visited by the 
Emperor himself, anel in a subsequent conversation with 
:Mr. Ohamberlain he complimenteel the school, b1{t saiel he 
regretteel its proselyting influence. :Mr. Oham.berlain elis
claimeel its having such a purpose, anel saiel that reilgious 
but not sectarian instruction was given in the school. 

I woulel here say that :Mr. Ohamberlain is known in 
São Panlo as the Pad?'e Am.e?·icano, or American priest. 
He is an energetic, active, anel effective man, highly re
spected by all classes, anel exerts a lurge influeuce. Ris 
residence, ou ample grounds, selected at a favorable time, 
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work and car-building and repai:ring. And here comes 
a singular fact for a country so endowed with forests as 
Brazil is supposed to be : The timber used in the con
struction of caTs is tecblc, grown in and imported from 
India through England! It resembles white oak, but is 
more elurable, and handsomer, anel is the sort of timber 
that decks and the tops of railings on the best steamships 
are made of. However, consielerable Brazilian lumber is 
usecl in the shops, anel Mr. Barker says it is found to be 
very good. 

The rate of transportation of co:ffee on this railway is 
very high, being something over two hunclred reis, or eight 
cents, per ton per kilometre. The Santos anel São Paulo 
Railroael Oompany had a guarantee from the Brazilian 
Government of the payment of seven per cent interest; 
but the road must carn its working expenses to get the 
guarantee, anel after its earni.J1gs exceed its expenses it · 
must divide the profit with the Government, which still 
pays the guarantee, till all that has been paid in the way 
of guarantee is returned to the Government. Hence, the 
Government is not inclined to have the road reduce its 
rates of transportation. 

The Sunday we passed in São Paulo we attencled re
ligious services in the Presbyterian church, under the 
charge of the American missionary, Rev. George W. 
Ohamberlain, wa1killg there and back, the distance being 
about three quarters of a mile from om hotel. Mr. Oham
berlain, w ho bas been a missionary in Brazil fifteen or 
twenty years, preached an extemporaneous sermon in the 
Portuguese Janguage to a respectable and clevout congre
gation of about two hundred, nearly all white Brazilians. 
The singi~g was by the congregation. The sacrament was 
aclministered in the same form that is customary in the 
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is about a mile from the older part of the city ; and there, 
one evening, we hael the pleasme of meeting a party of 
about tbirty ladies anel gentlemen who are residents of 
São Paulo. . There was some good music. In a conversa
tion with an intelligent anel caneliel Brazilian w h o was pres
ent I remarked that I aclmirecl tbe com·age anel tenacity 
with which the Portuguese settlers in Brazil defeneled 
tbemsel ves against tbe French anel Dutch ; that it ap
peared to me it snrpasseel what they hael done in their 
na tive country. H e replieel : " _The Tupay Indians did 
tbe :fighting; they are entitleel to more credit than the 
Portuguese. Those Indiaru were a remarkable race." I 
inquiJ:ed if those Indians hael become extinct. He saiel, 
not entirely; but they are mixed more or less with the 
Brazilians. 

W e visiteel tbe Law School, whicb, however, was hav
ing a vacation. It is kept in an olel J esuit chmch and 
monastery, the muel walls of which, white outside, are 
two aud a half feet thick. Besides the room for the 
library, there are two :fine large rooms or halls, with sev
eral full-length portraits of professora, anel in an inner 
room was a good full-length portrait of the Emperor, 
Dom Pedro II. The library-room was unelergoing re
pairs, anel the books were mostly on the ftoor, which was 
carpeted. They had a French look outside, and the most 
were apparently a century or so o1d. The only English 
law-books were Burns's "J ustice" anel Chitty's "Com
mercial Law." There were no Âmerican law-books that 
I coulel discover except three copies, in two volumes each, 
of vVheaton's "International Law," in French. There 
was a set · of the " Edinburgh Review ," but apparently 
not the !ater volumes. 

The old chmch in the same pile of buildings, though 
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of small dimensions, is an historical curiosity. Of its 
paintings the one that struck me most was a full, life-sizcd 
portrait ou the ceiling in stroug colors of some holy mau 
ou bended knees, with eyes upturned as if in the act of 
invoking a divine blessing. The verdant, rolling land
scape about him resembled the beautiful expause which 
surrounds the venerable city of São Paulo, anel the pleas
ing thought occurred to me, as I stood gazing at the pict
ure, that it probably represented the pioneer missionary 
who first planted the cross at that place. "Here," thought 
I, " horror hus been clone to home worth. This is a memo
riul of some spiritnal hero who encountered perils in the 
wilderuess in Brazil's early days; anel ho:w much better it 
isto horror such meu than to be always pmnting saiuts 
of the middle ages ! " I was not a little iudignant, there
fore, when I learned that it was a picture of some Euro
pean who hud never set foot in Brazil. However, it rep
resented no unworthy man-it was St. Francis. 

The Rev. Mr. Ohamberlaiu related to me au anecdote 
of a paJ.ty of begging Indians who carne naked from the:ir 
haunts in the witderness to see the presideut of the prov
ince. The law-students gave them some clothes, which 
they put ou in an amusing styk Mr. Ohamberlain with 
some young _people visited the party of Indianl:) as they 
were eating. One of the Indians, for a bit of humor, yet 
wíth serious face, got up anel apprqachecl him with a long 
lrnife, which he preteuclecl to be sharpe:riing on his nakecl 
arm. Some of the girls screamed, anel oue fainted. Mr. 
Ohamberlain weut towaJ.·cl the Indiau, who did not change 
his counteuance. Mr. Ohambcrlain asked, in Portugnese, 
if they would like to hear some siuging. The Indian did 
not unclerstand him, anel called an interpreter. They 
wauted to hear the sing.iug, anel several hym~s were sung 
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in Portuguese. The Indians all gathered ronnd and liked 
it, and wanted more singing. These Indians nsed bows 
six feet long, and arrows with poisoned bone points. 

During our stay in São Paulo we had one or two pleas
ant horseback rides. One afternoon we started at 4.30 
o'clock with some friends, passing through ravines and 
over hills behind and overlooking the city, and getting as 
far as the Small-pox ·Hospital, then happily unoccnpied, 
and from which place we started back at dusk. The same 
evening we went and took tea with the Rev. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tarboux, missionaries of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, who had recently come from Sonth 
Carolina. 

I noticed that, while in São Paulo, the temperature was 
such that a thick blanket made a necessary bed-cover at 
night. 

On Thursday morning at nine oclock we took the cars 
to v:isit M.r. V ergueiro's great co:ffee-plantation at Ibicaba, 
the principal towns that we passed on the trip being J un
diahy, Campinas, and Limera. The railway-car in which 
we went was comfortable and neat. There were eight 
rows or sets of seats with high backs covered with b.rown 
linen ; single seats on the left side of the passage and 
double ones on the right side. The wood-work was of 
teak; the windows could be opened and shnt easily; the 
floor was covered with oil-cloth. The weather was misty 
and rather cold. First, we passed through bottom-land 
with black soil, and in twenty minutes were passing along 
a narrow valley with hills forty feet high, bush-covered; 
some rocks, occasional patches o:f corn amid bushes ; the 
hills afterward increasing in height and being frequently 
devoid of bushes. My pencil-notes made at the time read: 
"Cayaeira, 9.45 A. M. Some granite, very little surface 
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thus far visible this side of São Pauilo that can be culti
vated with the plow.-Belim, 10.2. Much of the bushes 
we have passed look like willow. N one of the trees are 
large, and but for the flowers on a few of them the vege
tation and smface would look almost exactly like much 
of the broken aod third-rate land ooe sometimes traverses 
in the western part of the United States. A stop at this 
station of ten minutes; and lampS"in the cars are lit, evi
dently preparatory to entering a tunnel.-V allinhas, 11.40. 
The undulations here become more moderate. The soil 
seems to improve. It is of red c olor; scarcely any culti
vation, however, in sight. A few dwellings in the vicinity. 
A pack of mules, the first of the sort seen to-day, at the 
station, and .a few ox-teams. A small :fl.ower-garden close 
to the station. Half-way between the last station and 
this, a large, high hill covered with white rocks visible o:ff 
to the right. 

"Campinas, 12.10. A mile or two before reaching the 
station a fine view opens on the right of a gently undulat
ing country :five to teu miles across, surrounding the town, 
amphitheatre-like, and apparent1y considerab1y cultiva;ted. 
-Rebouças, 1 P. M. The country has been moderately roll
ing; bushes and scattered timber; a little com amid bush
es. Soil for the most part ordinary. Am reminded, by the 
surface and vegetation, of land in the western part of the 
United States, except for occasional banana-trees. Here 
is a very small lumber-yard; such things very rare. A 
small but thrifty-looking field of caue.- Santa Barbara, 
1.20. Some si.gns of a new settlement. A :field of cane at 
a distance, the color of which ia like a new :field of oats. 
Flower-garden at the station; a lumber-yard ; a small 
stream ou- the right; meadow with horses and cattle feed
ing i on gentle, grass-covered rise of ground are a few 
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dead trees, but not large. At 1.40 cross the Piracicaba 
River, of dark-drab color, and about eighty feet wide." 

At the station of Cordeiro a fine carriage of. Mr. Ver
gueiro's, also a team to take our baggage, were waiting us. 
The weather was cool and pleasant, and the drive of about 
three miles to bis residence was agreeable. From my rec
ollection, the situation of bis buildings and plantation is a 
couple of hundred feet or so higher tban the line of the 
railway, and with smTotmding hills even higher; and1 as 
the plantation has a breadth of tln·ee or four miles, it was 
not long before we were traveling bver it. There was soou 
a striking improvement in tbe appearance of the soil and 
vegetation, the latter increasing in size and the former 
being a purple clay, such as is considered the very best 
for the production of co:ffee. As we approached the 
premises I could see that the buildings wer~ rather exten
sive, as indeed· might be supposed on an estate employ
ing five or six hundred slaves. The house, which is very 
substantial, but not showy, is two stories high, the first 
one being for offices, and the second one for living-rooms, 
the entrance being through a large front yard coE.taining 
flowers and trees. On the right side are additions for 
storage and domestica, m::tking a line 'of a hunclred yards 
or so of buildings. Adjoining on the left is a square, over
looked from the dwelling, surrotmded by the cabins of the 
slaves, and in the rea,r are tbe mills and shops, brick-yarcl, 
etc., for the mechanical w0rk of the plantation. 'rhere are 
also a hospital, chapel, with prominent tower anel clock. 
Looking from the front windows of the house, there is a 
pleasant view of smooth pastnre-ground sloping moder
ately, with here and there a tall, handsome tree-survivor 
of the virgin forest-and resembling a big, spreading
topped American elm ; then there is an ascent to high 
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ground, on which, about a mile distant, are visible the 
houses of Mr. Vergueiro's German colony anel coffee-fields. 
Looking to the right, the view is shut out by hi1ls. 

Mr. V ergueiro and bis refined and estimable wife re
ceived us in a cordial manner and made us feel immedi
ately at home. The reception-rooni was large, with clean
scrnbbed floor and some rugs, a large, round table, sofa, 
and easy-chairs. On a small table was a waiter with some 
liquors, in case a guest might wish such refreshment. On 
the front walls were engraved portraits of Mr. Vergueiro's 
father and mother.; the former, though a native of Portu
gal, having been a senator and distinguished Brazilian 
patriot, and for a short time dming the era of independ
ence one of the regents of the empire; and on account of 
this last circumstance Mr. V ergneiro's neighbors are in 
the habit of giving him the title of "eluke." Delicious 
black coffee in small cups was serveel shortly after our 
arrival, according to the Brazilian custom; it was also 
passed rounel in the same way shortly after dinner, anel 
again later in the evening. It was also brought into our 
sleeping-rooms at the time of getting up in the morning. 
After partaking of co.ffee, and some time spent in conver
sation, Mr. Vergueiro accompanieel us to see some of the 
premises. W e first visited the mill, steam-engine, water
tanks, anel machinery .for cleaning the coffee ; also the 
machinery for fil1ing sacks. There was a large stock of 
superior coffee on hand, anel the machinery anel works 
for cleaning anel preparing it were of a character calcu
lateel to excite wonder and admiration. The same engine 
which runs the co:ffee-machinery also furnishes power for 
a saw- and planing-mill and a grist-mill. Mr. Vergueiro 
hael the m;:wh.inery put in motion, and had planeel some 
strong reeldish-coloreel timber called túvva. A number of 
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his slaves are skilled mechanics, whom he has instructed. 
There was _quite a lot of lumber on the ground; a brick
yard near by, with a big stock of bricks; and, as Mr. Ver
gueiro is his own ma,nager, I thought he must possess a 
great deal of bu_siness talent. He seryed for some years, 
in early life, as an officer in the German army, and un
doubtedly there gained many valuable habits of system 
and discipline. W e afterward visited the vegetable gar
den, which occupied fully two acres, was very weJI culti
vateel, anel had a number of orange anel peach trees, also a 
few magnificent specimens of forest-trees, among them the 
cqjaeiro, with very large spreading top, very smallleaves, 
and which bears an aromatic :Eruit of which a clrink like 
lemonade is made; and the painera, or cotton-tree, seven 
feet in diameter at the base, very ta11, with large top, long 
green leaf something like the willow, and which bears a 
pink ílower, but is not valuable for timber. We next weut 
to see the hospital and medicai dispensary, and these I 
thought Mr. V ergueiro took more pride in showing than 
aJJ.ything else. The hospital apartments seemeel well 
adapted for their purpose, anel happily were unoccupied; 
the room for medi cal stores appeareel to be well furnished. 
When we got back to the house, it was about time for 
dinner, which was servecl at five o'clock. In a case like 
this, o:ff in the interior of Brazil, it may be expected that · 
I would say a word or two about the table. It was a 
family dinner, without ceremony, and there were iu all 
nine at the table-Mr. and Mrs. Vergueiro, an adopted 
daughter and her two chilelren, anel an Italian Oatholic 
priest (who hacl come from a neighboring town to hold 
mass for the slaves), besieles ourselves. The table was 
long, and had room for several more guests, for M.r. Ver
gueiro is in the habit of entertaining visitors. This gen-
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tleman sat' at the heael anel eliel the carving. Among the 
elishes was a goocl piece of roast beef anel an uncommonly 
nice boileclleg of mutton. Among the v,egetables were 
rice, sweet potatoes, anel spinach, masheel in the Euro
pean style, anel which I noticed was eaten roixecl with clry 
roandioca-meal as a favorite elish. There were reel anel 
sherry wines. The sweet dishes anel dessert showeel skill
ful cooking. . There were two or three well-traineel black 
waiters cb:essed in full fashion, with black, swa1low-tailed 
coats anel white cravats. At dessert Mr. V ergueiro had 
his grandchílelren sit by him, anel I . think his two big 
greyhouuels, which seem to accompany his every step, 
also carne in for a bite. .A.bout eight or nine o'clock in 
the evening we went to the clining-room again for tea anel 
supper. Stairs leel elown, without a eloor, from the parlor 
to an entry-way in the basement; anel we hael not sat very 
long after dinner before we were surprised by the sounel 
of the music of a full brass band in that direction. Like 
roany planters, Mr. V ergueiro has organizeel among his 
slaves such a band of rousic, which, of course, contributes 
much to the general diversion and spirit. The band, 
however, was to do special services that evening ; for 
the slaves were to celebrate a religious festival by a torch
light procession. During the evening we witnesseel the 
procession froro the open winclows of the house. There 
were torches in ab1mdance, anel banners, anel crucifi.xes, 
sky-rockets, Roman candles, cannon-fi.ring, anel music by 
the band ; anel, amid a1l, a momnfnl murmm of chants 
anel prayers. W oroen carrieel their babies in their arms, 
anel chilelren were tagging by their sicle. A sort 0f weircl 
spectacle these hnndreds of slaves made as seen in ·occa
sional flashes of artifi.ciallight. There .was no mirth. I 
coulel not perceive a single indication of cheerfulness. 
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Everything seemeel of an opposite character. The air 
was cold, almost frosty, anel when at length the procession 
returned anel marched into the yarel of the slave-quarters, 
}j ttle fires were kinelleel in di:fferent spots for warmth. 
As I was looking out of a winelow on the scene anel hearel 
the gate shut, anel a heavy bolt turned after the procession 
hael all got in, the thought struck me, rather saelly, that 
these people were like prisoners. 

The next elay, though Frielay, was kept as Sunelay. 
By mutual unelerstaneling the large slaveholeling plant
ers observe a elay for Sunelay, each different from the 
others, so that the slaves of different plantations shall not 
have an opportunity of mingling together in a sort of 
mass-meeting. Friday was, therefore, kept as Sunday at 
Ibicaba. As soou as we were dresseel in the morning we 
were informeel that mass was about to be celebrateel in the 
chapel, and thitlier we went. A fair congregation was 
present, consisting mostly of slave-women, who were on 
their knees on the tHed floor. The priest celebratecl mass 
in qnick time, occupying perhaps twenty minutes in all, 
and was assisted by rather a handsome young mulatto 
belonging to the plantation. The slave-women kept up 
a plaintive chanting or praying a part of the time, anel 
there seemed to be a sael look on every face. After this 
service Mr. Vergueiro took us to see his artificial lake or 
mill and :fish pond, some hundreel yards in the rear of the 
buildings, going through the garden, anel where was a con
venient bath-house ; anel when we got back it was about 
breakfast-time. Speaking of the big greyhouncls which 
always kept close to Mr. Vergueiro, anel which were the 
largest anel most powerful I ever saw, the governess tolel 
us that once on taking a w:alk she hael founcl these elogs 
the most perfect of protectors. 
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After breakfast the priest had his mule saddled and 
rode away in citizen's clothes, which I noticed he wore ex
cept when officiating in tbc chapel. In the com·se of thê 
forenoon rny fmnily and I had Mrs. V ergueiro's cornpany 
in a visit to the elwellings of the German colony, about a 
mile distant. W e went into several of the cottagés, which 
were substantial and comfortable, saving that the :floors 
were bare earth. Each faniily hael its patch of garelen, 
out- building for cattle, pigs, anel fowls, anel appeareel 
contented . . In the house of the di.rector, who also is a 
German, was an apartment furnished for a school. The 
colonists are simply tenants, receiving pay in money for 
the coffee they produce, cultivating it according to instruc
tions, anel receive rent of honse and land enough for tbeir 
own produce free. Later in the day we went out to look 
at the co:ffee-trees laden with ripe anel green berries. They 
were of most tillifty appearance, and the sóil, a purple
red clay with a very little sand, was free from weeds and 
grass. W e were told that tbis very soil bore cane forty 
years ago, and bael been continuously in crop ever since 
without manuring. It has a depth of many feet. 

The Rev. Mr. Chamberlain arrived from São Paulo 
before clinner, anel was received by Mr. V ergueiro as an 
old friend. He suggested giving a talk to the black peo
ple in the evening, as he had clone on some former occa
sion, but lvir. V ergueiro did not appear to favor the idea 
-possibly because it might seem a little inconsistent to 
have Catholic service in the morning and Protestant serv
ice in the evening; possibly, it might have been in elefer
ence to the feelings of his wife, who is undoubteclly a 
devout Catholic. Mr. Vergueiro and Mr. Chamberlain 
passed the evening in a:p. animatecl anel frienelly conversa
tion on religious anel other questions, ând the rest of us 

14 
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around the center-table chatted and looked at engrav
ings. 

The next morning I took a look at some of tbe dairy
stock. The cows were the nati ve Brazilian breed called 
ca?'aou, or thick-necked. They bave very large horns, and 
give twelve quarts of milk a day. The stock, however, 
is used more for beef than the dairy. After breakfast the 
time carne for us to say good-by. Our visit bad been 
pleasant and interesting, and we took leave of our friends 
with expressions of sincere thanks for their · amiable hos
pitality. A team of Mr. V ergueiro's took us to Rio Claro, 
a town of about six thonsand inbabitants. The planters 
in the adjacent country are generally in uncmbarrassed 
ci.rcumstances. On our waywe noticed in a piece of woods 
near the road a teroporary rustic altar where the Ibicaba 
slaves had beld religious services of their own the previ
ous day. 
. Afté1·ward, a good deal of the land we passed o ver was 
mere pasture embossed with ant-hills, andas we came near 
the town of Rio Claro the soil became quite sandy. At 
the suggestion of llfr. Ohamberlain, and in his company, 
we, at Rio Claro, called upon and accepted an invitation 
to lunch witb the faroily of an American missionary, Mr. 
de Gamma, consisting besides himself of a wife and grown 
daughters. Mr. de Gamma, though a native of Portugal 
or the Azores, bas lived many years in the State of Illi
nois, and seems much attached to the Ucited States. He 
owns about a dozen acres of land, on which bis house 
stands, well situated at the edge of tbe town, and ou which 
he is haviug success in raising grapes, for which the soil 
aud climate of the locality seem well adapted, the tem
perature being warmer than at São Paulo. Around the. 
house were plants aud fioweJ.'S. lle has a successful school, 
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also a home for poor boys, and appeared to me to be ac
complishing nseful work. 

In several places in the streetS of this town, some piles 
of logs and tar-barrels had been got in readiness for bon
:fires the ensuing night, in celebration o:f the :festival o:f 
Santa Cruz. 

Laaving Rio Claro by railway, we got back to the sta
tion of Santa Barbarn. 'before sundown. This is the station 
where mie stops wbo wishes to visit the American col
ony- the settlement of farmers who emigrated to Brazil 
:from the Southern States of the United States soou after 
the civil war. They live ou a tract of moderate but not 
:first-rate fertility, surrounding the village of Santa Bar
barà, about ten miles south from the station. W c hoped, 
after visiting that settlement, to be able to go on horse
back across the conntry to Piracicaba. With the assist
ance of Mr. Chamberlain, I hired of a neighboring German 
planter a buckboard wagon-a long, rather low vehicle, 
with light boa1·d bottom, uninclosed at the sides and ends, 
and two seats without springs, with two mules driven by 
an Afl-ican driver. It was the best conveyance to be bad; 
and in it, or ou it, we started for the residence of Mrs. 
Ellis, some four or :five miles distant. There were sev
eral Americans about the railway-station, the most of them 
being young men who appeared to have come for mail
matter; and as they, returning home, galloped or trotted 
by us on good animais, soou after we had started, we could 
almost :fancy we were somewhere in the United States. 
There was quite a hill to go up soon after we bad got 
under way. The whole of the country seemed poor and 
desolate. We did not pass a dwelling, nor any cultivated 
land, the enth·e way to Mrs. Elli's's. The smface is undu
lating, studded with clumps of bushes, here and there some 
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trees, and occasionally a part]y bnrned trunk of a fallen 
tree ; the soil, reddish-colored with a large proportion of 
sand; the road natul'al, much worn, and with numerous 
tracks. In places the ruts were so worn down that the 
bottom of our buckboard would scrape the middle of the 
road. 

The house of Mrs. Ellis and her sister, Miss Strong, 
is situated about half a mile o:ff the main road, and we 
arrived there at dusk, meeting a kind welcome_ The 
next day we dl·ove in the buckboard (I have read in a 
Brazi1ian newspaper that the Princess Imperial of Brazil, 
in her recent tom in the southern provinces, rode in such 
a conveyance) eight miles .to the "Campos" cburch, 
though the weather was very hot, and attended services 
and p'reacbing by Mr. Ohamberlain. The meeting-house 
is a plain yet comfortable woodeu building, where the 
American settlers assist in maintaining a union church, 

· serviccs being held alternate Sundays by Baptist, Meth
odist, and Presbyterian clergymen. There was a good 
attenclance of respectable and intelHgent-appeariug Amer
icans, whose manners were nuiformly frienclly. Several 
invited us to go home with them to dinner; but as we 
could only accept one invitation, we went to the family 
where Mrs. Ellis was going to dine, which proved to be 
that ·of an American, who has a thousand acres, a pleasant 
home, and apparently a good farm. I noticed :in bis 
house a big, old-fashioued open fireplace. The frame of 
a new bouse was up. There was a goocl brook running 
thro11gh his farm, and he had ten or a dozen fat hogs, 
which had the benefit of the stream. The dinner was 
such as one could expect at the house of ::l!n Américan 
country gentleman. There was no attempt at style, but 
the fare was generous, and there was an ah· of quiet and 
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digcity. A full elecanter of gooel sherry wine was ou the 
table. All the farm-honses that we saw elnring the elay 
were very plain outwardly anel in their surroundings. 

It was again dusk when we got back to JYirs. Ellis's; 
. anel the .temperatUTe was so cool after elark that a fire 
kindleel in the open fireplace was very agreeable. The 
month o.f May, it must be remembered, is the beginning 
of Brazilian winter, and the elevation where we were is 
two thousanel feet above the sea. 

Mrs. Ellis is a wielow, with chilclren grown up anel 
married, anel she anel her maiden sister, JYiiss Strong, who 
live together, are large, fleshy, anel whole-sonleel women 
from Georgia; but a part of their life since they carne to 
Brazil has been tinged with saelness. Miss Strong first 
carne with her father fifteen or twenty years ago ; · they 
tra.veleel a gooel eleal through Brazil, searching for an 
eligible site for a faTm, eluring which time they were most 
kiuelly anel hospitably received by Braziliaus. Fi.nally, Mr. 
Strong selected this place, of two or three hundred acres, 
principally becanse he conld get a clear title, for about 
everywhere else he hael found some difficulty or qnestion 
in Tegard to title. He was an enterprisiug, methodical, 
anel thoughtful man, and elevoted a great cleal of labor to 
clearing o:ff the woods from a part of the farm anel bring
ing it into a state of cultivation. He plantecl a peach
orcharel on a rise of groi.lll.d in front of the elwelling, and, 
when ali the other improvements were clone, he bnilt a 
house in the old Georgia style, with a wide veranda in 
front, which is entirely covered by the projecting roof. 
He liveel to see his peach-tTees blossom and bea.r íruit, 
but :finally, owing to the moisture of the ground or some 
other cause, they began to clie. Anel it was not loug after 
he had got his house finished till he himself fell a victim 
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to !atal illness, leaving his affectionate daughters most 
deeply to deplore his loss. Partly for recreation and 
partly to do good, Mrs. Ellis has for several years taught 
a small school in a little building set apart for the pur
pose, and situated on the opposite side of the road from 
the house. Several of the pupila live in the family, as it 
would be too far for them to go daily to theil: homes. 
That Sunday evening two pretty little American girls 
under twelve years of age had been brought and left at 
tlie house by their father, who lived seven or eight mi.les 
distant, in order that they could attend the school. He 
said they had never stayed away from home before, anel ít 
was a hard tr:ial for h:im to be separated from them; but 
there was no nearer school to wh:ich they could go. There 
was an organ in the same room as the fireplace, anel dm
ing the evening some familiar tunes were sung in which 
the chilclren joined. With reference to the American 
colony, I might here say that while a majority are making 
a good living, there is not a likelihoocl that it will grow 
by American immigration. 

Learning that a bridge was down on the road to Pira
cicaba, it seemed to be do1.1btful whether the trip coulel be 
safely macle on horseback; so the next morning we again 
took t1e railway at Santa Barbara station for Campinas. 
From here I had thought of continuing the journey on 
another line to Casa Branca, nem·ly a day's journoy, but, 
owing to the excessive dust, the ladies outvoted me, and 
we went straight to the principal hotel of Campinas. W e 
were some minutes clriving there. The hotel was only 
one story high, the entrance lookeel clirty, anel the apart
ments assigneel for us showed a decideel lack of soap and 
water, anel the neeel of some fresh coats of paint. The 
beds were devoiel of linen; which, it seems, is not put on 
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at some hotels till the rooms are let. Everything looked 
disagreeable. The rooms were almost overlooked from 
the street. There were no window-shades; but there 
were wooden shutters, whlch, when closed, left the room 
nearly dark. I apprehended that breakfast would be in 
keeping with the rooms. But on going into the eating
room everything seemed cha.nged. We got a good beef
steak, with fried potatoes, good rolls, and tea, ali served in 
a satisfactory manner. W e had scarcely finished break
fast, when the Rev. Mr. Lane, chief of the American Pres
byterian mission and college at Campinas, accompanied by 
the Rev. Mr. Ohamberlain, came in a carriage tó take us to 
the college, and be its guests during our stay in the city. 
We could not very well decline so kind an invitation, 
anel therefore went. The college is a two-story red-brick 
building, with porch and steps at the front entrance, situ
ated on gently rising grounel at the outskirts of the town, 
and has about forty acres of good land belonging to anel 
surrouneling it. It is a goocl boarding-school for boys who 
wish to pay, anel a mam1al-labor school for some who do 
not pay. A matron and some o:f the teachers li ve in the 
buHding, anel there are guest-rooms in the lower story. 
The gronnds are amply snpplied with water, even to the 
extent of a swimming-t:mk. A young ladies' school is 
kept at the residence of Mr. Lane, some h1mdred yards 
distant, 1.mder the direction of Mrs. Lane, a Virgínia lady, 
with whom we had the pleasure, in tbe evening, of taking 
tea. Mr. Lane is a native of the British Islands, and a 
man of superior organizing ta1ent, as well as an able 
preacher. The collegGJ grounds, whichhe selected, will, in 
time, as the city grows, prove a very valuable endowment. 
In another part of the town he has presentecl to the 
municipality a piece o f grouncl for a paJ:k. In the course 
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of the day, in company with Mr. Ohamberlain, we visited 
the new Oatholic chUl'ch edifice in Campinas, which was 
in coUl'se of erection many years, and was finally dedi
cated, with great ceremonies, a year or two ago. It is a 
very large structUl'e ; handsome outside, and very hand
some inside, the finish being in Brazil-wood, in natUl'al 
dark-red color, in happy contrast to the white and gilded 
sty le that is . so common. W e went to the top o f the 
tower, which is very high, and affords a splendid view of 
the surronnding country. The architect occnpied offices 
on the ground-fioor. 

The same afternoon, in company with Messrs. Lane 
and Ohamberlain, we visited a neighboring coffee-planta
tion, the proprietor of which being absent, we were kindly 
shown through the house and grounds by his wife, ac
companied by their two grown daughters. The lady was 
a stout, bright, yet amiable person, evidently competent 

· to rule a large household. The department of the in-door 
f em ale slaves presented novel scenes. Here was a nursery 
of negro babies, tended by their mothers: some were in 
cradles ; and there was one, sick with the measles, that was 
being rocked by a little negro boy. The lady said she 
had to watch the mothers, to see that they sufficiently fed 
their children. In the kitchen, among other cooking, 
some uot very ripe pumpkins were being cut and put in to 
a larg!'l boiler, to be cooked for food for the work-people. 
It reminded me of what I had seen done for cattle. In a 
comer of tbe large dining-room was a 1oom for . hand
weaving; and in the same room, slave-women were clean
ing coffee·. by hand, shaking it up in large, shallow sieve
baskets, occasionally giving it a dexterous toss in the. air, 
anclletting it fall again into the basket, without wasting a 
kernel. I was particularly struck by the good and tidy 
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woolen skirts of the slave-women' s dresses. W e took a 
look at a coffee-orchard near the house, also went through 
grotmds devoted to fruit, and while ín the latter, co:ffee, 
in small cups, was brought out to us. There was a piano 
in the parlor, ou which the daughters are accustomed to 
play. The house was of good size, and substantially built 
in old-fashioned style, with thick walls, whitewashed out

-side. There were several steps desceD:ding very gradu-
ally from the front door, and below them a smooth, hard 
piece of ground, clean swept, for drying coffee. The pre
vailing air about the premises was business, as an example 
of which, the fowl-yard on one side of the house carne 
up to the veranda. Messrs. Lane and Chamberlain were 
acquainted with the family, and I presume it was owing 
to this acquaintance that the latter, w hile we were all in 
the parlor together, got into a discussion with the lady of 
the house, who was a Catholic, on some doGltrinal ques
tion. They condncted the discussion in an animated but 
very good-natured rnanner, and I thought the lady, who 
sat a part of the time in a hammock, maintained her side 
with ability. JYir. Chamberlain, who is a good singer, 
wound up by singing some verses of a Portuguesa hymn . . 

The next morning we. were np aud had oui· coffee at 
the college before daylight, took the traiu for Jundial1y, 
where we anived in two hours, and "'vere entertained at 
breakfast by .M:r. and ~frs. Hammond at their pleasant 
home. .A.bout 11 A. 11r. we started by railway for Piraci
caba, ou the Itú line, which at :first descends alonga branch 
of the Tieté River. In about half an hour we passcd the 
Italian colony of Montesserate, whose houses are close to
gether fronting the road. The president of the railway 
company, Baron --, who witb bis family was going 
to his plantation at Itú, noticing. tbat I was ob~erving the 
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soil, which was of a dark color, informed me that the soil 
in that neighbor~ood was called massapé, and that it was 
good for growing coffee, cotton, and cane. With tills 
family we interchanged some sociability. By the baron's 
direction, his handsome little boy carne with captivating 
modesty and gave the yonngest of our party some fruit. 
During this journey of over four hours by rail we trav
ersed a country that ha.s long been settled and which 
contains several old towns and villages- a country with 
alternately good and poor soil, with here and there bright 
fi.elds of cane and coffee and of ripe com, and which also 
afforded in passing a few really splendid views of dis
tant highlands, o-f vast prairies and majestic forests. W e 
reached Piracicaba at 3.45. Before getting to the station 
the railway winds along the upper edge of a sort o-f amphi
theatre, affording a, view of the city Jying farther down 
toward the river. W e hacl. accepted an invitation to stop 
while in this city at the Oollegio Pvuwicabanó, an Ameri
can boarding and day school founded by the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch, South, and under the charge of Miss 
Martha Watts, of Ke:o.tucky. Before the cars stopped we 
were able to distinguish this building, a two-story red
brick edifi.ce, by seeing the American and Brazilian :fl.ngs 
displayed from its cupola. It was a sunshiny, pleasant 
afternoon. Rev. Mr. Koger was at the station with a car
riage to mect us, and we were soou ou our way to the col
lege. On arriving there, Miss W atts had her school of 
young misses, mostly Brazilians, paraded in two lines in 
the front yard and on the steps, andas we passed up be
tween them they shook hands with each of lis and pre
sented :fl.owers. When we had got ínto the entry, Miss 
W atts introduced Miss Maria Escoba, a handsome Brazil
ian miss o-f about eightee:n years, who, she said, had a few 
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worels to say to us. The young laely then reael a short 
aelelress of welcome in Portuguese, anel in reply I saiel we 
appreciateel the honor they were eloing us, anel that we 
woulel accept it as a compliment to the U niteel States. 
After this the scholars gave nine hurrahs. W e coulel not 
have hael a more cordial reception. Our apartments in 
the building were home-like anel comfortable, anel we were 
well satisfiecl with our treatment. The rooms of the 
building are spacious, anel seem well elesigneel for such 
an institution. The situation is in a goocl part of the 
town, anel the grounels, containing a vegetable-garden, 
lawn, orange anel other trees, are ample. After elinner 
we went to the top of the bnilding, anel from the cupola 
hael a fine view of the city anel surrouneling conntry. 

That evening a Brazilian brass banel, several of whose 
members were mulattoes, carne anel gave a serenaele, anel 
Miss W atts inviteel them into the college anel gave them 
a collation. 

Wedneselay, May 14th, weather being· pleasant, I took 
a walk in the morning through the town. The main 
street is of gooel wiclth, with fairly wide anel stone-paved 
sidewalks. Some of the shops were of good size anel well 
stocked. The most disagreeable thing that impresseel me 
was the exposeel position of the city prison. It is in a 
basement-room, anel through the heavily grated windows 
tbe prisoners could be seen from the street, there being 
no inclosUl'e around the building. 

I might here say that the name of the city of Piraci
caba is composeel of two Guarany-Inclian worcls, pira, 
fish, ?.nd C'IJCaba, end, meaning the place w here the fish 
sto1) in their passage up the river on account of the falls. 
The locality has long been celebrated for good fish at cer
tain seasons of the year. Piracicaba was settleel a hun-
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dred years ago, and has risen by regular promotion, hav
ing been created a separate parish in 1810, a town in 
1821, and a city in 1856. Its fine bridge of about six 
hundred feet in length, just above the :falls, was made by 
the province at the moderate expense o:f forty thonsand 
dollars. The streets of the city are all at right angles 
and wide, and, owing to its splenclid water-power, its ex
cellent situation on high, rolling land, and very extensive 
Slll'roundings of fertiJe conntry, it seems destined to have 
considerable growth. It was visited by the Princess Im
perial and her husband in N ovember, 1884. 

W e breakfasted at 8.30. In the :forenoon we listened 
to some of the recitations in the school. I was pleased 
with Miss W atts's system. 

Abont 1 r . M. we rode ont on horseback, three miles 
or so, taking tlie road through some woods toward Santa 
Barbara. In the afternoon we visited the cotton-mill of 
Mr. Luiz Quiroz, a Portuguese, who showed ns through it. 
W e there saw a new embroidery-macbine doing tbe work 
which a hundred operatives would do by hand. The pro
priet0r has a handsome new villa not far from the rive1', 
and from which there is a splendid view o:f the falls and 
rapids. W e then drove over the new bridge and down a 
piece ou the opposite bank; then got out aud walked down 
close to the river, ou a terrace from which the view of 
the falls is fine. The falls are abo1.1t forty feet high, but 
not exactly abrupt. It was nearly dusk when we got 
back to the carriage. I should say the Piracicaba River 
is larger there than the Merrimac at Lowell. The best 
fish of the river, aud a kinçl which is abundant, is tbe 
àowrado. As many as :five hundrecl anel seventy-eigbt 
of these :fish, some weighing :five pounds each, were caught 
in a net there one afternoon in the month of February. 
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Mr. Koger told me that they are as good as our American 
shad. 

On Thursday afternoon, in company with Miss W atts, 
her assistants, and several of her pupils, anel Mr. Koger, 
we took an excursion down the river in largc anel long 
canoes dug out from trees. I felt a little timid; but 
the boatmen were experienced river-men, and we made a 
pleasant trip down to and even into some rapids, return
ing safely by dusk. The river was broad, and its banks 
moderatel y high anel covered with bushes and trees, on 
which were many hanging vines and some parasites with 
bright :flowers. The chief boatman told us the names of 
several of the trees, explaining which were good for tim
ber and which for fuel only. 

That evening we attended public worship anel preach
ing in Portuguese by Mr. Koger. (The Rev. James W. 
Koger, superintendent of the mission in Brazil of the 
Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, South, an excellent and 
amiable man, preached in Rio de Janeiro, J anuary 17, 
1886, retmning the 19th to São Paulo, where, after nine 
days' illness of yellow fever, he died, cleeply regretted, 
leaving a widow and fom· childl·en.) The next morning 
we took leave of Miss W atts and ali at the college, feeling 
much grati:fied with ali we had seen at the institntion, and 
with the kind entertainment we hacl receivecl. We took 
the trH.in for São Paulo at 8.15, where we arrivecl in the 
afteruoon. On Snnclay we hem·d Mr. Tarboux preach an 
carnest sermon in Portugnese, reading it from manuscript, 
anel it seemed to me he had made great progress, consid
ering that it was only about a year since he carne to Bra
zil from the United States. A young American acted as 
o1·ganist. The audience comprised about twenty persons. 

Monday, May 19th, we arose at 4.15, took coffee be· 
15 
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fore 5, left the hotel in a carriage at 5.30, and started on 
the train for Rio at 6. The trip occupied the day-say 
twelve hours, the train going at moderate speed, and stop- • 
ping at stations about every ten miles. The fare for three 
of us was ninety rnilreis, and ten miheis more for a trunk, 
rnaking in all about forty dollars. Considerable of the 
way was down the valley of the Parahyba, which varies 
frorn two to twelve miles or more in width, is of medium 
fertility, has long been settled, contains rnany plantations 
and populous villages, anel is inclosed on each side by for
est-covered mountains ou whose sides, however, are occa
sionally to be seen co:f:Iee-plantations. The river, which 
is dark-colored, is generally broad and shallow, but here 
and there is shut in narrow banks with rapids. The 
scenery is frequently picturesque. W e reached Rio at 
7.10 r. M. in the rnidst of a very heavy fall of rain, and 
before eight o'clock were safely at our residence. 



OH.APTER XI. 

PUJ3LIC INSTRUCTION. 

W HILE the Pedagogical Exhibition held at Rio in 
1883 was a success, the friends of education very much 
regretted that a congress of teachers from ali parts of the 
country could not have been held at the same time. The 
plan which the Government proposed for the congress 
was that, in each province, the Inspector-General- of In-

. struction should assemble all the male teachers of that 
province, who should select three of their number to 
attend the congress, the inspector himself to select three 
female teachers to attend, making six teachers fi·om each 

· province, or, for the twenty provinces and the capital, 
one hundred and twenty-six members. . The necessary 
expenses were to have been paid by the central Govern
ment, and the estimate to cover the experi.se of the con
gress was thirty contos, or twelve thousand dollars. 
The national legislature, however, declined to vote the 
money, and so the congress was not he1c1. Under these 
circumstances the Government appointed a commission, 
or congress, of distinguished educators, who served gra
tuitously and furnished some able papers on educational 
subjects. It is now the wish of the Government soon to 
hold an international congress of teachers of .American 
countries. 
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The Peclagogical Exhibition was under the presidency 
o:f llis Royal Highness Oount d'Eu, husband of the Prin
cess Imperial, anel was opened in presence of the Empe
ror anel Empress, anel a numerous public, in the city of 
Rio de Janeiro, Sunday, J uly 29th. It remained open 
for the free admission of visitors for several weeks, and 
was visited by many thousand people, and, in this way, was 
itself an educator of taste and ideas of very great value. 
Several foreign countries were represented in the exhibi
tion; but the U nited States, for some reason, was very 
scantily represented. Belgium took the lead in the ex
hibit o:f technical work o:f pupils anel in school-room appa
ratus anel :fixtures. Her display was admirable, and calcu
lated to inspire aclmiration for the country making it, anel 
thus indirectly to benefit her commercial interests. Ger
many carne next; aud the exhibit by France was respect
able. 

The exhibition :finally developed into a permanent 
Educational E:xposition of school-fnrniture, :fixtures, maps, 
text-books, etc., ali being well arrm~gecl in spac1ous rooms 
in the second story of the National Printing-Office build
ing, and where it now forros one of the most creditable 
displays that can be found in Brazil. 

The literature of the exhibition was also creditable. 
Conselheiro Leoncio de Oarvalho, :first secretary of the 
commission appointed to organize a teachers' congress in 
connection with this Peclagogical Exhibition, contributed 
an interesting anel able introduction to the report on the 
exhibition, in which he :first expresses regret because the 
e:xpected congress of teachers did not take place owing to 
the failure of the legislature to provide means, pointing 
out, at the same time, the many foreign countries, begin
ning with Germany in 1848, in which teachers' congresses 
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ha ve been successfully held. Thanks, however, to gener
ous private contributions of mol'ley, and to the active co
operation of the Government, an exhibition was held, and 
many valuable written opinions or essays contributed to 
educational literatur.e. These opinions are printed in a 
large quarto volume issued at the same time with the in
troduction and reporta of awards by committees. 

'fhis introduction by Oonselheho Carvalho contains 
much information ou the subject of publi.c instruction in 
Brazil. The condition of primary instruction, he says, is 
deplorable. Taking the free population at upward of 
seven millions, there is but one school in proportion to 
every 1,356 inhabitants, which is far from satisfying the 
needs of a population scattered over a vast territory, and 
separated by great distances. Many of the schools, too, 
are not provided with teachers; almost all are kept in 
hired houses, and badly situated in sanitary regards. 
Pupils of di:fferent sexes can not attend the same schoo1. 
In the whole country there are 1,315 schools for girl:::. 
The school population, composed of boys and girls from 
six to fifteen years of age, amounts to 1,902,454, of whom 
only 321,449 are registered as pupils, leaving 1,581,005 
who do not go to any school. No one can teach a private 
school without being subjected to the tests applied to 
teachers of public schools. Many of the latter, Mr. Car
valho says, are deficient in the necessary qualifications. 
The pay is freqúently inadequate; nor do women have 
the proper facilities for teaching. Religious intolerance 
closes the school to all but Catholics. The school sessions 
are divided by long intervals, obliging the father to send 
his boy to school twice a day, which is inconvenient for 
all and impossible for mauy. 

Mr. Carvalho has not sought in this introduction to 
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gi ve a rose-colored sketch of popular education that would 
gratify the vanity espedally of the statesmen of the coun
try; but he has had the courage to speak the truth like a 
manly patriot, knowing that such a comse would, in the 
end, prove the most serviceable to the public wel:fare. 
He tells us that popular education is in a cleplorable con
dition, which, no doubt, is the honest truth as regrads 
many of its features. 

Brazil has for many years maintained a system of pub
lic instruction, and some of her enlightened statesmen are 
now devoting special attention to its improvement. N at
urally, the great extent of the coímtry and sparseness of 
its population have been serious drawbacks to common 
schools in the rural districts, and it will be found that, in 
the endeavor to overcome these, practices have grown, 
such as keeping schools in private houses, which would 
seem novel in the Unitecl States, where a sepa.rate builcl
ing for a public school is the universal custom. Mom 
than ordinary interest was manifestecl in educational mat
ters by Minister J o fio .Alfredo when at the heacl of the 
department of the empiro about teu years ago. .Among 
other things he caused the erection of tbe fine school
buildiug in the Largo Machado, where the Emperor fre
quently, ou Sundays, attencls lectures. He also changecl 
the rules of the Polytech.nic School so that stuclents coulcl 
undergo examination without attendance on the lectures. 
Educattional reform began under him, and was effectively 
continued by his successor, Conselheiro Leoncio ele Car
valho, who was appointecl Minister of the Empire in the 
early part of 1878, in the Sinimbú Oabinet, anel who in the 
course of the year and a half that he was in office causecl 
the euactment of the law of .April 19, 1879, reforming 
primary and secondary iustruction in the municipality of 
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the capital, and su.perior instruction-scbools of law, medi
cine, science, and theology-throughout the empire. This 
law, which will be further referred to, forros a landmark 
iu Brazilian education. One of its advanced featmes was 
the provision for obligatory education at the capital, 
which, however, is not yet enforced ; also, making instmc
tion in the Catholic religion optional in respect of non
Catholics. 

In giving a brief outline of public instruction in Bra
zil, it is proper to notice, first, that the several provinces 
have separate aud exclusive control of popular education 
in theú: respecti ve limits. This is both according to usage 
for half a century, anel admitted constitutionallaw. On 
the other hand, the central Government exercises exclusive 
control over public academical education, or what corre
sponds to university eelucation, anel over popular educa
tion in what is called the neutral district of the capital. 
Each provincial legislature raises and appropriates the 
money for support of primary and secouelary schools in 
the province, though there is no separate school fund, anel 
makes the laws for the organization of such schools. The 
centml Government has an indirect authority over the 
schools in this way, that each president of a province, by 
and under whom sch0ol inspectors, examiners, and com
mittees are appointed, receives his appointment from and 
must report to the central Government. There has been 
no complaint, however, of undue inter:Éerence by the cen
tral Government with the separate educational a:ffairs of 
the provinces. Primary schools are those where the simple 
branches are taught, such as reading, writing, arithmetic, 
anel geography, anel are llitteneleel by pupils of from seven 
to about twelve or fourteen years of age. Secondary 
schools are of a higher grade, where those branches are 
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taught which are usually studied by pupils intending to 
pursue an academical course. In the primary schools of 
:first grade, in the capital, according to the law of April 
19, 1879, drawing, singing, gymnastics, and simple sew
ing for girls, forro part of the intruction ; and in the same 
schools o:f the second grade, the use o:f the needle by gi:rls 
and mechanical work by boys, ideas of social economy for 
boys and of dom estie economy for girls, ideas o:f agricultm·e 
and horticulture, physics, chemistry, and natural history 
in their application to industry, are among the prescribed 
branches of instruction . 

.As a rule, boys and girls in Brazil attend separate 
scbools, but the Jaw just cited a1lows mixed schools at the 
capital for boys and girls up to the age of teu years; and 
now, generally, in the public schools of Rio de Janeiro 
boys and girls up to ten. years of age attend school to
gether. The same is the practice in the city o:f Pernam~ 
buco. 

There are six normal schools for the training of teach
ers, situated wt Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo, Bahia, Per
nambuco, Maranham, and. Pará. Pupils are admitted at 
the age of sixteen, and the course lasts six years. A gradu
ate of either of these schools can be employed as a teacher 
without examination. Other teachers, after being once 
examined and employed as teachers, must undergo a 
further examination if they take another school in an
other province. In each province, residing at its capital, · 
is a committee of three or five persons appointed by the 
inspector of instruction o:f the prov.ince, who examine all 
persons applying to be teachers. The teacher's swlary is 
:fixed by the Provincial Assernbly. But the school must 
have a certain average attendance, the number varying 
in di:fferent provinces, but probably no~here less than 
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twenty. Teachers get their pay monthly from the pro
vincial treasury, at the capital of the province-often a 
great distance o:ff-and they can draw it through a friend 
or agent. The average yearly pay of teachers throughout 
the country is small, say one conto of reis, or $4i>O, with 
obligations to fmnish apartments for the school. The prin
cipal (male) of one of the large public schools at Rio de 
Janeiro 1·ecei ves 1,800 milreis (say at present $720) a 
year, with rent of apartments connected with the school
building free. Ris tenure, however, is permanent, and 
after twenty-five years' service he will receive a pension of 
three quarters of his pay. The pay of the second teacher 
is about $200 less, and of the assistant over $300 less. 

After ten years' service, a teacher receives an increase 
of pay ; after fifteen years' service, another increase ; and 
still another increase after twenty-five years' service, if he 
chooses still to continue in the serv1ce. By custom, school
teachers in Brazil bear the title of "Professor." 

In recent years the municipal government of the capi
tal has created and now supports two large schools in spe
cial buildings and seven smaller ones in private buildings, 
in which latter boys anel girls attend together. The other 
pubUc schoo]s of the capital are callecl government schools. 

There are no teachers' institutes, but the teachers of 
the "municipal" schools of the capital hold a genel'al 
meeting twice a year, lasting two or three days, to which 
other teachers are invitecl. Educational periodicals have 
been startecl at di:fferent times, but have had only a tem
porary existence. Another was startecl the present year. 

The supenfision of schools is exercised through the 
inspector-general, or director-general, as he is sometimes 
styled, of each province. As has been )laicl, he receives 
his appointment from the president of the province. 
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There is no fixed tenure, but changes are not frequent, 
and valuable meu are usually selected to fill the office. 
The inspector-general of instruction for the province of 
Rio de Jn.neiro receives a salary of eight contos (8,000$-
000), eight thousand milreis-say $3,200 per year ; the 
inspector-general for the capital, 7,200$000- say $2,820 
per year. In the provin:ce of São Paulo the salary is 
$2,400 per year. 

The inspector-general of instruction in each province 
nominates or proposes, and the president appoints, a dele
gado, or agent, for each comarca, or county, whose duty 
it is to inspect both primary and secondary schools, and 
see that the teacher discharges his or her duty. The 
teacher gives bis returns and reports to the delegado, or 
agent, by whom they are communieated to the inspector
general. The o:ffi.ce of delegctélo is honorary, no pay being 
attached to ít. It is sometimes filled by priests, who are 
also occasionally, but not usaally, employed as teachers. 
The inspector-general visits schools personally, so far as 
he is able to do so. He makes his report to the president 
of the province, but not to the central Government. The 
president usually presents an abstract of the report in his 
annual message or adclress to the Provincial Assembly; 
but he makes no séparate school report to the central 
Government. ._ 

There is no separafe scho0l-tax nor fund, but the 
money for school purposes is voted by the Provincial As
sembly out of any money there may be in the provincial 
treasury. Throughout the rural districts, and in many 
towns, the pnblic schools are usually kept in private 
rooms, which are provided by the teacher without extra 
allowance. As bas been said, his contract is to teach and 
furnish the apartments. The Government provides the 
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:furnitm·e. O:f course, these accommodations are fre· 
quently insufficient. One will sometimes see school :furni
ture that has been imported from the United States; but 
there are now several places in Brazil where furnitnre 
similar to the ·Àmerican pa,ttems is made. The pro
vincial authority :fmp.ishes all the school-books gratui-
tously. · 

There are as yet no movable schools, such as are 
:found in sparsely settled parts of Scandinavia, though 
their introduction is being somewhat discussed. 

·'l'here are thirty school savings-banks in operation. 
The General Government has committed itself to this 
laudable system of inculcating habits of foresight !md 
economy in child.ren in the law of Àpril 19, 1879, re
organizing primary aud secondary instruction at the capi
tal. In that law it was required. that a savings-bank 
should be organized in each school of the :first and second 
grade-that is, that small sums of money which the pupils 
might wish to deposit should be received, and the amount 
returned in due time with interest. .A.s, however, diffi
culties were met with in executing tbe law, new regula
tions to obviate tbem were issued by the Government, 
J anuary 12, 1882. 

There is no 1miformity of legislation in the different 
provinces on the subject o:f eàucation. 

The annual appropriation for public instruction by 
the twenty d.ifferent provinces amounts in the aggregate 
to two and a half million dollars. In ad.dition to that, the 
General Àssembly appropriates for bigher instruction, 
and for the public scbools at the capital, a little over one 
m~Uion dollars, making for the whole empire an expendi
ture of a little upward. of three and a half million dollars 
of public money for educational purposes. 
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The following table shows the Hpecific appropriations 
for the l1igher schools of the empire and for the public 
schools of the capital for the :fiscal year ending J une 30, 
1885: 

Seminaries (theological) ................ . ..... . .... $44,100 
Law-schools ......... ... .... .. . .. ... .. .... .. .. .. . 106,660 
Medicai schools ....• .. •••.• .. •.••. . •... , ... . .... 330,320 
Engineering School. . .... . .. . ........ . .......... . 120,836.80 
Mining School. . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • 33,020 
Normal School.... .. . .. ...... . ..... . ............ 28,640 
.A.cademy of Fine Arts.. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 28,860 
Dom Pedro II College.. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . 173,094.80 
Primary and secondary instruction at thc capital. . . . . 230,436 
Blind, Deaf and Duml>, and Poor .Asylums .....• , . . . . 60,348.36 

Total ...... . ............ ... ........ ... .. . $1,157,215.96 

Although tuition is nominally free, students at the 
higher professional schools have to pay an annual fee for 
matriculation and for examination. For example, the 
com·se at the Medicai School occupies eight years, and a 
fee of one hundred and two milreis-at present exchange 
about :forty-one dollars-must be paid each year, of which 
half may be paid at the time of matriculation or the 
whole at the time· of examination. At the Polytechnic 
School the fee is but half as much. At the time of gradu
ating, a fee must be paid for the diploma. 

I think I derived on the whole a favorable impression 
from a short visit I made to the São José Public School, 
supported by the mnnicipa.lity at Rio de Janeiro, and 
which must be considered one of the best in Brazil. It is 
a :free school, admitting pupils without regard to color 
from all parts of the city. There are two large rooms on 
tbe basement-:fl.oor, one for boys and tbe other for girls, 
each having three divisions, separated by railings three 
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feet higb. One division, for example, had seats without 
desks, another had seats with desks ; and it is the practice 
every hour anel a half to change the pupils fTom one di
vision to another, when they are expected to march single 
file, in good order, out anel in. I first went into tbe boys' 
room, and was stmck by its large size. On one siele were 
six large windows open, and the ceiling was very high. 
The number of boys registered in that room was three 
hundred anel fourteen; but only one hundred and f01ty 

. we1·e present, tbe avemge attendance, and were apparent
ly of an age from seven to fourteen years. An assistant 
teacber appeared to bave charge. Tbere was at fu·st ·a 
good deal of noise, like loud study, but perbaps not dis
order. Tbe teacher ra,ng a bell, and the room quieted 
down a little. .A.ll the pupils seemeel well disposed, respect
ful, and inte1·ested in their work. The teacher offereel to 
bave any exercise I migbt wisb. He called a class of a 
dozen or more boys to read, anel they immediately gatb
ered in a group around him and me, that we could the bet
ter bear. Tbey appeared to go into the work with eager
ness, anel read, I thought, tolerably well. I was rather 
pleased with their umestrained manner. From the pen
manship and other things I saw, including drawing, I bad 
no doubt the school was doing pretty good work. The 
boys, who, I supposed, belonged to the working class, were 
tidily dressed, and all had on sboes. 

The gh·ls' room, under :fema1e teacbers, was more 
quiet. One hundred anel tweuty were present. The room 
was divieled into three divisions like the boys' room, and 
they changed places in fair oreler. .A. teacher works with 
each division at the same time. A. number of excellent 
specimens of writing, anel some of drawing and sewing, 
were shown me. I asked to bave some of the little girls 

16 
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make :figures, 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., on the blackboard, and for 
the most part they made the figures in a neat and uni
forro style, which showed that they had received training 
in that frequently neglected line. "What reward do you 
hold out to pupils for special merit '? " I inquired of the 
principal. "We have a seat Of honor," she replied, point
ing to a chajr which stood alone with the back to the wall, 
" where a pupil sits for half an hour who has her lesson 
the most pe1fe.ct of any in her class." Then, at her re
quest, three girls modestly stood up who had had the honor · 
that forenoon to sit in the chair. "W e also," she said, 
"have a roll of honor of the names of three of the most 
advanced pupils, which is framed and hung upon the wall 
at the end of every three months." At the close of my 
visit she gave me an opportunity to enter in a large 
blank-book, kept for the remarks visitors may wjsh to 
make, such observations in regard to the school as I chose 
to record. • 

As applicable to both of the schools, I learned that 
books and stationery were furnished free by the city gov
ernment. The term lasts eleven months continuously, 
with .a vacation during December. The session each day 
is .five hours, from 9 A. M. to 2 P. M., with a short inter· 
mission. The pupils study at home as well as at school. 
There are gymnastic exercises twice a week, also instruc
tion in singing twice a week. There are four grades, 
each of which is expected to be passed by a pupil in one 
year. A register is kept, and there is a roll-call at tke 
end of each day. It is intended that study in school shall 
be silent. Attention is paid to moral instruction, but it 
is incidental. The school is opened with prayers of the 
Oatholic Ohurch, but attendance thereat is not obligatory. 
No particular reJigious qualifications are required o f the 
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teachers ; but they must be Brazilian subjects. Corporal 
punishment is not alloweq. in any school. The kind of 
punishment resorted to is usually to have the pupil stand, 
or to depri v e him of a recess or of some favor. Parents 
are always welcome, but they seldom visit the school. 
The committee of examination is appointed by the Mu
nicipal Chamber. The director wbo now has charge of the 
municipal schools is Dr. Chagas Rosa. 

These two schools occupy separate wings of a build
ing, the central part of wbich on the same :fl.oor is a gen
eral assembly-room for the whole scbool, and which has 
at one end an altar that ordinarily is shut from view by a 
cmtain. The front of the buildiug outside is somewhat 
pretentiou!l, there being four or more large statues set in 
niches, anel very much out of proportion to the size of the 
building. The windows, however, are arched with the 
usual ~nnooth granite facings. The building has a gray 
stone color which is agreeable. ~mple granite steps are 
laid at each of three front entrances, and a neat but not 
large yard contains some patches of lawn, some :fl.owers 
and shmbbery, and several shade-trees, ali being inclosed 
with an iron fence resting on a granite base. 

Having noticed that the school-teacher in Brazil is 
called " Professor," I did not know but more · than ordi
nary respect might be felt for the calling, and I asked the 
principal of one of the Rio public schools what rank teach
ers held in society. "The Govemment," he said, "would 
like to give considemtion to the profession, but naturally 
a man with an income of only six or eight hundred dol
lars a year can not occupy much of a position in society." 

One of the best educational institutions is the Lyoeu 
de . .Artes e Offioios, a sort of technical school for fitting 
young people of the middle and po01·er class for gaining a 
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livelihood. It has very roomy apartments opposite the 
National Printing-Office. Instruction is gi ven evenings 
to nearly a thousand pupils of both sexes in various useful 
branches, including drawing, painting, sculpture, French, 
and English. The institution was founded in 1856, through 
the efforts of Mr. F. J. Bettencourt da Silva. 

There are not many separate school-buildings in Rio ; 
but there are many places where one sees a painted sign 
showing that there is a school kept for boys or girls. 
One sees also, between eight and nine o'clock in the morn
ing, many tidy children with their books, sometimes a1one, 
sometimes a colored servant following close behind them, 
wending with animated step thek way to school. 

There is scarcely any encouragement for American 
teachers to go to Brazil with the expectation of employ
ment in the ·public schools. A number of such, it is true, 
have fo1md their way to the Argentino Republic, but their 
expectations were not realized; they have had a hard 
time. I think, however, that American young men who 
would learn the Portuguese language would :find remu
nerati ve and agreeable employment as teachers 0f the 
English language in the families of planters. 



OHAPTER XIT. 

LOOAL AD:MINISTRATION. 

A GOOD share of the contentment of people in almost 
every country arises from their liberty to manage their own 
local a:ffairs. Even in old European countries, with abso
lute governments, the people have generally been allowed 
to have their own way abont many local concerns: 

For local government, every province of Brazil is 
divided into municipa1ities. Sometimes a municipality 
will include simply a city with !ts suburbs; some times a 
small city or village, and a large extent of contiguous ter
ritory. In this municipality we :find that the people can 
elect a municipal body or council, called a chamber, con
sisting, in cities, of nine, and in villages of seven, members 
who hold for four years, and wbose president, holding for 
one year, is elected by tbem from their own nmnber. 
This president is the executive officer for the city, and 
corresponds somewhat to the office of mayor in the 
United States. The Municipal Obamber, whose room is 
often in the same building as the jail, can levy a tax on a 
few things, such as the manufacture and sale of spirits, 
the slaughter of beef-cattle, licenses, etc., but it can not 
tax property in geneml- neither houses" nor vacant lots, 
nor personal property. ·The greater part of the municipal 
expenses are paid out of the municipal treasury from its 
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own revenue, but nothing can be expended without the 
consent of the Provincial Assembly. The amount which 
any municipality may spend in a year has already been 
fixed and limited by the Provincial Assembly, and the 
Municipal Chamber-must limit its estimate of expenses to 
such sum. The practice is for each municipal chamber 
to send, in due season, every year, its budget or estimate 
of expenses, specifying how much under each head, to the 
Provincial Assembly; and the latter, usually as a matter 
of course, votes the amount in a general bill for all the 
municipalities of the province, yet showing the items for 
each municipality- so much for salaries, so much for 
lights, ao much for rent, and so on. If the municipalities 
have not quite money enough in their own treasuries, the 
deficiency is voted out of the provincial treasury ; but 
such defidency probably would not amount in all to more 
than a quarter part of the aggregate municipal budgets. 
The M1micipal Chamber has no control of schools, nor 
of the police, nor of paupers, and its powers indeed seem 
to be quite limited. It has, however, charge of sanitary 
matters, a:od of roads and streets in its limita. Besides 
electing a "chamber," the people can elect justices of the 
peace ; but the agent aud sub-agent of police, the col
lector of taxes, the prosecuting attorney, the inspector of 
schools, and the school-teachers are ali appointed by the 
president o:f the province. Of comse, the parish priest is 
appointed by the bishop. On the whole, therefore, it 
does not seem that a large amount of local self-govern
ment devolves on the people. 

The Municipal Council o:f Rio de Janeiro, like the 
others, is elected for a term of four years, and its presi
dent is the executive o:fficer of the city. As, however, 
Rio de .Janeiro, like the city of Washington, is directly 
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under the jurisdiction of the General Government, the 
council has subordinate authority. The matters of water
supply and street lights, for example, are controlled by 
the Imperial Government. The municipal body has no 
power to run into debt; consequently, Rio, for a city of its 
size, has a very small debt. The city government, how
ever, justly or unjustly, is the target of a great deal of 
complaint. Within a couple of years it has moved into 
its new and handsome building, with marble ftoors and 
spacious marble stairways, fronting on Acclamation Park. 
The criminal court is held in the same building. 

The twenty provinces of Brazil not only have their 
separate legislaturas and executive governments, but they 
can and do levy taxes on the live-stock and products 
brought into their respective limits from sister provi.nces. 

At the capital of every province there is a chief of 
police-an o:ffice next in dignity to that of president, and 
for which is usual1y selected a man of acknowledged judi
cial or legal ability. He receives his appointment from 
the cenb:al Government. 

The o:ffice of provincial president, like that of the 
Governor of a State, is very important. The appointment 
to it is made by the central Government without regard 
to place of residence. Sometimes very able men are ap
pointed to this o:ffice; often, however, young and rather 
inexperienced men are appointed. The service is re
garded as a good school for training statesmen, and some 
of the ablest administrators of Brazil have served as pro
vincial presidente. The office affords a fine :field for 
statesman-like ability, but, unfortunately, it has been 
granted in many cases as a 1·eward for party service, and 
changes have . been frequent. The "Paiz," a daily "jor
nal" of Rio, of May 19, 1885, lamente that the Govern-
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ment should so often change the presidents of the prov
inces, not allowing them time to become experienced. A 
position as president, it says, is nearly always given with 
a view toward one of these two ends : to enable a party 
colleague to receive a certain amount of money for ex
penses of moving, or to :find him a temporary situation 
dming the intervals of the legislaturas. As a rule, the 
administration of a president lasts only :five or six months. 
The "Paiz" says it lmows of one who received ten contos 
of reis (four thonsand dollars) to defray "expenses" to 
go to Nictheroy (a. distance of four miles) to manage the 
affairs of the province. 

"The financiai state of the provinces," tbis journal 
adds, (c is very bad; the most important have a deficit 
which they can not meet. In some the police is not 
paid, in others public-school teachers are left witbout a 
penny, in others public employés m.·e paid in tenelers; ali 
of which tend to paralyze necessary works anel to cause 
general p0verty. This state of affairs," it says, "shows a 
profounel defect of administration, and threatens, if con
tinueel, to rlÚn the country." 

It would take at least a couple of years for even a 
bright man to become familiar with all the official cluties 
of president of an important province. In his reports anel 
messages to the Provincial Assembly he must annually 
submit a clear statement of tbe condition of the province 
and its needs in respect of legislation; its industries, 
means of transportation, education, care of the poor, tran
quillity, anel all the various interests that affect its welfare, 
need bis guidance. All bills of the Provincial Àssembly 
appropriating money f0r roaels anel bridges, improvements 
of navigation, schools, chmches, the promotion of immi
gration; anel the like, are approved or rejected by him. 
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lt is remarkable, ther~fore, and, I should think, very 
unfortunate, that presiclents of provinces hold their 
offices, on an average, on1y about one year or less. The 
practice in several European countries, of giving a perma
nent tenure to such posts, anel :filling them by the appoint
ment of tried and competent statesmen who wish to retire 
from active politics, would . seem preferable. I know of 
at least one well-administered state in Europe where such 
posts are considered a digni:fied retreat for ex-cabinet min
isters. 

There are several other provincial officers, such as the 
secretary, the inspector of instruction, tbe collector of 
taxes, and tbe engineer. The latter has charge of all 
highways outside of the municipallimits. 

Most legislativa assemblies will vote money Iavishly 
when they have an overfl.owing treasury to draw from. 
But years of abundance are only exceptional; and it 
would bene:fit a province i:f its president had tbat position 
and infl.uence tbat would enable him to prevent extrava
gant appropriations. Take tbe province of Amazonas, for 
example; for a year or two, rubber, its great procluct, had 
a very rugh price; the export of it was immensely stimu
lated, and, as the province collected a high export tax on 
the article, its treasury suddenly acquired a large surplus. 
What was the result ~ The Provincial Assembly voted 
away the money in a prodigal manner; and tben in a year 
or so, when the rubber-trade su:ffered a very great depres
sion, they found their treasury very short of money. 
Baron de Mamoré, of tbat province, spoke o:f tbis matter 
in the Senate on March 23, 1885. He is a Oonservative, 
and naturally was not unwilling to make a point against 
the (Liberal) party' in power. H e said that, at tbe begin
ning of 1884:, the province bad in band a balance of 



190 BRAZIL: ITS OONDITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

$600,000; when the ex-president turned over the admin
istration to lús successor, the balance was $370,000; not 
quite a year had passed, and the province of Amazonas 
had not a penny to pay its public employés. Of the public 
works begun, not one had been completed; the money 
expended so far would be a totalloss, for it was not prob
able that the province would continue to have presidents 
who considered a theatre costing $4:00,000 and a lyceum 
based on European universities necessary to the capital. 
He mentioned as inegularities the granting of subsidies 
to stud·ents of photography, short-hand Wl'iting, law, medi
cine, etc., amounting to $7,200 ; for a theatre, $20,000; a 
monument, $27,000; and said that subsidies and interest 
guarantees amounted to a million dollars. With reference 
to the public emancipation fund of the province (the most 
sacred of any money), he read an o:fficial table showing 
that $48,000 had been clisbursed, of which $4:,000 was ex
pended infêtes, and said that up to the middle of J anu
ary none of the abolition committees had settled accounts. 
H e had made a mcmoranclum of a · case, which he rcad, 
where the party tolcl him that he had receivecl a loan of 
$3,200 from a member of a committee on the emancipa
tion fund; anel, npon making the :first partial payment, 
was told that there was no hurry for paying the balance, 
whlch would be called for when the lender had to settle 
accounts wjth the treasury. 

Some of the provinces occupy a respectable position 
in regarà to what has been clone in the estab1ishment of 
humane anel benevolent institutions. There are severa], 
however, which are still behindhand. 

The chief of police of the province of Paraná, in his 
annual report to the president of the province, 1883, says, 
"I receive constant requests from various points in the 
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province to receive into the jail at the capital (Curitiba) 
insane people, which I can not satisfy, both for the rea
son that the practice would be irregular, and that there 
are not accommoda.tions." 

So, also, the manager of the public hospital of Maran
ham, in his report of 1881, laments that there is no suit
able place for the treatment of the insane, who have to 
be kept in the same building with other sick patients. 
The insane in the province, he states, could be counted 
by hlmclreds, and there was no suitable building for them. 
Some even waridered the streets without food or shelter. 
The next year, however, a colmtry-house was bought and 
appropriated for the shelter of the insane. 

The Miníster of the Department of the Empire, in his 
annual report for 1884, submitted the following reflec
tions as to the need of reorganizing the provincial aud 
municipal governments: "The law of October 1, 1828, 
which modeled the provincial and municipal administra
tions, has failed of successful execution, in consequence of 
inadequate political conditions. A centralizing system 
has"always arisen against its developl?ent. This antago
nism has created an abnorma] situation, in which the un
certainty of rights aud consequent weakness of authority, 
which should direct society, have produced distmbance, 
which must not continue, for the material and intellectual 
progress of our country will not allow it. 

"The law of October 1, 1828, which defined the func
tions of the municipalities, has been violated frequently 
by the Municipal Chamber of Rio de Janeiro. Of forty
nine days designed for ordinary sessions, and seven for 
extraordinary, the Chamber did not sit twenty-fi.ve. And 
e:ven of the days it did sit, some were entirely thrown 
away, in consequence of the disorderly discussions and 



192 BRAZIL : ITS CONDITION AND PROSPECTS. 

violent and tnmultnous acenes among the members. Gov
ernment spared nó means to set matters ro:ight ; but, not 
succeeding, the members were suspended, and those of 
the preceding legislatura were re-elected JJ?'O tem. The 
latter have been able to re-establish order in the admin
istration of the mnnicipality, and have set themselves to 
meliorate the sanitary condition of the city." 

The report sets forth, therefore, the mgent necessity 
of a reorganization of the mnnicipalities, whereby may 
be given to each body, which intervenes in its adminis
tration, certain and de:fined positions, and unquestionable 
fnnctions, so as not· to continue the abnormal state of 
a:ffairs of to-day, in which the administrative powers waste 
thell.· strength in a mutual contest as to theil· respective 
spheres of action. .A.t present the central Government is 
too much burdened with local affairs of too little impor
tance compared with national a:ffairs . 

.A. Portuguese long ago said that the fortune of a court
ier consisted in knowing how to flatter, to lie, to steal, 
and to divide. It would be singular if such talents had 
not descended to the present generation; only we must 
remember that in any conntry the scene of the comtier's 
tricks shifts according as power and the purse- strings 
change from one branch of government to another. In 
the meaning of this Portuguese philosopher, there is no 
material difference between the courtier and the lobbyist. 
W e know that in the best conntries there must be occa
sional cases of malversation, defalcation, and corruption 
in o:ffice; and it is when these cases are dragged to light, 
exposed, and punished that one may safely conclude that 
the administration as a whole is sound and honest. I 
would not leave the impression that there is overmuch 
corruption in Brazilian administration ; it is a subject I 
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am too little àcquainted with to give an opinion upon. I 
know, however, that inteWgent and upright business men 
openly and finnly assert that administration is corrnpt. 
Further, I have no knowledge of any recent case where 
any functionary has been punished for misbehavior in 
o:ffice. All that the public knows of corruption is what 
appears from a few fe~ble squeaks and murmurs of anony
mous correspondents through the paid columris of a_ news
paper. 

Able Brazilian publicists have repeatedly said with 
truth that the Brazilian has much better facilities for 
learning what has transpireq. and what is taking place in 
foreign countries than he has of what is taking place in 
his own country. 

" This sad condition of the Brazilian, knowing more 
about foreigners than of bis own people," says Dr. Vieira 
Souto," will only cease when our legislators become satis
fi.ed that statistics are the only guide for making known 
the manner of existence and the development of society 
in ali of its manifestations, the light which clearly guides 
the way for improving all branches of the public service." 

The principie of permanency, however, appears to 
exist in all branches of the civil service of Brazil except 
in the o:ffice of provincial president. 

11 



CHAPTER XIII. 

P.A.RLI.AMENT..A.RY GOVERNMENT. 

THE two parliamentary bodies composing the national 
legislatura consist of a Senate, wbose members, elected for 
life, are chosen by anel 1·epresent the separate provinces; 
anel a Obamber of Deputies, wbose members, electeel for a 
term o:f :four years, are chosen by anel reprasent separate 
elistricts. In . the election of senator three persons are 
voted for, one of whom, anel usually the one having the 
higbest number of votes, is appointeel by the Emperor. 
The position of senator is the most inelepenelent, digni
:fieel, anel desirable political office to which the Brazilian 
subject is eligible. The prime minister anel several of 
the Cabinet are usual1y senators, still retaining their sel!la
torial position. The senators generally have passeel the 
midelle of life before their election. Tbey are liberally 
paid, anel, like many of the eleputies, are well-traineel anel 
able politicians anel elebaters. ·Of the two hunelreel anel 
twelve senators who, up to 1884, hael been electeel since 
the creation of the Senate, two resigned, anel one bun
dred anel :fifty-four dieel after an average service of fifteen 
years. The average service of the fifty-six senators then 
serving was eleven anel a quarter years. 

The proceedings in both bodies are usnally of a digni
:fieel anel courteous character. The debates anel speeches 

• 
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are taken down by stenographers anel published at length 
in the leading mor:ning newspaper of the capital, which 
is, perhaps, an incentive to excessive talk. The interrup
tions are very numerous. While a member is speaking, 
some other member, remaining in his seat, will exclaim, 
"I agree with you!" or, "I don't agree with you I" This 
will be clone every few minutes, sometimes several mem
bers joining in the approval or dissent. The int~n'llp
tions sometimes become as frequent anel noisy as in an old

. fashioned Methodist camp-meeting. The journal which 
gets paid for reporting the debates interlards ali of the 
intenuptions-printiug them, indeed, in italics. The 
speeches are delivered extemporaneously, anel usually in 
a conversational rather than cleclamatory manner. 

An example of humor in debate was a passage in a 
late speech of Senator Silveira Martins. He criticised 
the concentration of forces on the southern frontier, say-

. ing that one of the brigadiers was eighty years olcl, and 
falls o:ff his horse when it stops; anel another, appointed 
to command a cavalry brigade, is paralyzed, never leaves 
his room, anel can not even write. Anotber officer, sent 
from Rio Grande to Matto-Grosso, was obliged to mount 
an ox when proceeding on an expedition, anel he produced 
a photograpb in proof of his assertion. Thus the coun
try was in a perfect state of defense ; by sea it only had 
turtles, anel on shore bovine cavalry! 

There is no especially Oatholic party in either the 
Ohamber or the Senate, but the leading friend of the 
Ohurch is Deputy Vianna, of Rio, whose remarks o:ften 
have a religious tone. In a late speech he declared that 
his only intervention in the election i111. the province of 
Goyaz was, writing a letter to the bishop, asking his pro
tection for the Oonservative candidate, which the bishop 
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did not consider he could extend, but contented himself · 
with prayer that so Oatholic a community should not be 
represented by an enemy of the Ohurch, and therefore of 
the country; and that the bishop's prayer had been heard! 

The Senate-house js a plain and separate building 
about a mile distant from that of the Ohamber of Depu
ties, fronts on the now handsome Park of Santa Anna, 
and is close to the Mint. The Senate-chamber is about 
the size of the old Senate-chamber,. now Supreme Oourt
room, at Washington. The :fl.oor is ca1;peted, and the 
chairs are arranged jn three semicircular rows divided 
by two aisles ; and what answers for a continuous railing 
in front of them, and against which senators can lean 
when they speak, has a polished top of Brazil-wood, ma
hogany-colored, and about ten inches wide, w'hich opens 
toward the chair so as to form a handy, cloth-covered desk 
for each senator when he has occasion to write. As a 
rule, these desks are closed, and thus outwardly form a · 
convenient -railing. The President of the Senate, Baron 
Ootigipe (prime minister since the latter part of 1885), 
leader of the Oopservative party, anda man who looks a 
good deal as Henry Wilson did when a senator, sits at the 
cente,r of a long and wide table, with the Vice-President 
and Secretaries, all of whom are senators, o:n either side of 
him. Behind the President's chair a long green curtain, 
suspended from the ceiling, shuts off the view o.f the im
perial chair, or throne, which the Emperor occupies when 
he opens and closes the legislative session. There is, 
therefore, no gallery in rear of the presiding officer. On 
his right is a small gallery for the imperial family, ou 
bis left another for the diplomatic body, each having a 
green curtain in front when vacant. N ext to the diplo
matic gallery is one for the families of senators, while in 
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front of the presiding officer is the general public gallery 
that will accommodate a hundred people. On the main 
fl.oor is a reception-room for senators anel their visitors, 
and another exclnsively for the Oabinet ministers. The 
first time that I saw the then prime minister, Senator 
Dantas, was in the Senate tbe afternoon of tbe 27th of Au
gust, 1884, toward the close of .tbe session of Parliament. 
Be is, perhaps, a little under medinm height, stoutly 
built, witb large and pleasant face, full beard, slightly 
gray, abundant hair, complexion hardly as dark as the 
usual Brazilian, large brown eyes, and wears glasses. His 
clress anel manner were very simple. His coat was a dark
blué cloth sack which carne below bis lrnees. He was at 
:first sitting on the left sicle of the presiding officer, but 
soon went to one of the usual seats anel engageel in con
versation a few minutes with his predecessor, Senator 
Lafayette. About ten minutes afterwarel he rose anel 
maele a :fi.ve minutes' speech in reply to some senators on 
the opposite siele. Tbe Ohamber sueldenly became ex
ceedingly still as he began to speak, and so continued dur
ing bis remarks. He beld in bis right hanel a printed 
document, gesticulated slightly with his le:ft hancl anel 
arm, leaneel a little over the rn.iling in front of him, spoke 
in a. conversational tone, fl.ueutly anel earnestly, yet with 
una:ffected modesty, which, joined to good temper, uu- · 
do"ubtedly is bis characteristic strong 11oint. Shortly after 
he had finished he stepped over across the aisle and stood 
conversing a few minutes with Senator Sinimbú, a former 
distinguished Liberal prime minister. 

Senator Sinimbú looks more like an American or an 
Euglisbman than a Braziliau. His comple}..'Í.On is inclined 
to be fl.orid. His face is shaveel, except a thin anel gray 
beard on each side and under his chin. Senator Lafayette · 

• 
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is of medum height, inclined to be stout, has rather a He
brew face, very expressive black eyes, is somewhat bald, 
but with some strands of jet-black hair over the top of his 
bead. He wea.rs glasses, and might be taken for a college 
professor. He is distinguished for eloquence. Senator 
Saraiva, who assumed the office of prime minister, May 
5, 1885, is a man perhaps of as much character as there 
is in public lífe in Brazil. He is a tall man, with white 
hair and ueard, sixty years of age· or upward, stontly built; 
a little stooping, wears a tall hat and long sáck or over
coat, genera11y has a cigar in his mouth when in the street, 
is eminently practical and active, and might easily be taken 
for a large landed proprietor and energetic planter, which 
he is. These four, that I have Ínentioned, are Liberais. 
Several o:f the Oonserva.tive seuators are planters o:f wealth 
and culture, and distinguished in appea.rance. The sen
ators are mostly large-sized men, and seem to enjoy them
selves seated in their arm-chairs with backs as high as their 
sbo"Q.lders. N ow and then one o:f them wi11 take a pincb 
of snuff, and the bigger magnate be is, tbe more likely he 
he is to pull out a red cotton handkerchief with which to 
wipe his nose. I have looked down from the gallery on 
the Senate of modern Rome, but somehow I fancy that 
these Brazilian lawgivers resemble the ancient Romans as 
much as any I have seen. As a rule, the senators spend 
a great deal o:f their time at the capital, and have much 
infl.uence in the Government. 

The lower· house, calléd Ohamber o:f Deputies, takes 
the initiatory in taxation and appropriations, but in mat
ters of ceremony the Senate has precedence. It is to the 
Senate that the Emperor goes to open or close a session. 
li the two bodies differ on some bill, committees of confer
ence are not appointed, as ís done jn the Amel'ican Con-
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gress, but the two bodies meet in joint convention to con
sider the question. The deputies in such case go to the 
Senate, an~ sit or stand in a crowded condition on one 
sicle of the chamber while the senators occupy the other 
side. These joint meetings are rare, and the business 
clone on such occasions is merely formal. I'happened to 
be in the Ohamber of Deputies when a committee of three, 
who hael been sent to the Senate to ascertain when the 
latter bod.y would Teceive the deputies in such a joint as
sembly, returneel anel made their report. All three were 
in evening dress- white cravats, white kid gloves, and 
swallow-tailed coats. 

The Government is essentially pa1·liamentary. Oabi
nets come into power and go out according to the support 
they get in the Ohamber of Deputies. No Oabinet under
takes to exist without a good working majority in that 
body. The Oabinet ministers sit and speak in each body. 
Depencling as it does for existence on the will of the popu
lar branch of the legislature, the adminlstration is neces
sarily infiuenced very much by public opinion, anel is in 
danger of being infiuenceel even by popular clamor. The 
fact that in recent times Oabinets have changed about once 
a year would seem to show that tla.ere is considm;able in
trigue in political circles, or else that the situation has been 
exceedingly peculiar. I think: that intrigue has had much 
to do with the changes. 

The Minister o:f Finance is usually the President of the 
Oouncil and virtual prime minister. He it is, rather than 
the Emperor, who is regarded as responsible for the ad
ministration o:f the Goveniment; anel he is accordingly 
allowed to have his own way a good deal in tbe selection 
of his colleagnes; though, of course, he selects those men 
who can count on the lairgest groups of friends among the 
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deputies. The ministry of Mr. Lafayette carne in on 
May 24:, 1883. Ris minister of the Department of W ar 
was Deputy Antonio Joaquim Rodrigues, Jr., of the prov
ince of Ceará, whom in the month of February follow
ing he caused to resign; not, however, without resorting 
to corresporidence whlch produced some sensation anel 
which was justly regarded as quite unusua.l. The Minis
tel· of W ar then resigned, but in the month of May follow
ing, in the discussion of the estimates of the Department 
of Finance, he attacked the prime minister, demanding full 
explanation of the reasons for the letter inviting him to 
resign ; anel upon Mr. Lafayette replying to him, a scene 
.of uproar ensued in which assertions of both sides were 
contradicted, and fi.nally the lie was exchanged between 
the two disputants, when Mr. Rodrigues, Jr., declared that 
Mr. Lafayette hael acteel with injnstice anel discourtesy, 
disloyalty anel perfidy, anel hacl sent the Minister o f J ustice 
to try anel substitute another note for the letter, promising 
to do anything he wished for Ceará. This the Minister 
o f J ustice denied. 

As showing what part the Emperor takes in forming 
Cabinets, the regard that is paid to thorough publicity in 
such matters, and as illustrating also the style of expres
sion of Brazilian statesmen, I will here copy a short report 
of what was said in the Senate at the accession of the Dan
tas ministry, June 9, 1884:, it being substantially the trans
lation published in the "Anglo-Brazilian Times." Mr. 
Lafayette Rodrigues Pereira-jurist, senator from the 
province of Minas-Geraes, anel prime minister of the out
going Oabinet-said: "In view of what occurred on the 
3d instant in the Ohamber of Deputies, the Oabinet of May 
24th became convinced that they had not the necessary 
parliamentary strength to . continue to direct the public 
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affairs and to carry out the ideas of their programme of 
government. Oonsequently, I went the 1:1ame evening to 
the palace, and in the name of myself and my colleagues, 
a1'leging the above reason, I asked his Iviajesty the Em
peror to be pleased to accept ou,r resignation. His Ma
jesty consenti11g, asked whom I indicated to undertake to 
forro a new ministry, and on my mentioning Senator José 
Antonio Saraiva, commanded me to invite Mr. Saraiva to 
come to the palace that same night. This comm.a.nd was 
obeyed at 8.30 r. M." 

Senatdr Saraiva: "On the 3d, at 9 P. :rvr., I was invited 
by Conselheiro Lafayette, by command of the Emper01:, to 
go to the palace. On arriving there, his Majesty said to 
me that Conselheiro Lafayette had indicated me as suc
cessor, . and his Majesty having received the suggestion 
with pleasure, was desirous that I should forro the new 
ministry: I replied to his Majesty that the reasons still 
subsisted that prevented my tmdertaking in 1883 the re
sponsibilities of government, namely, that I had no cer
tainty of being able to forro a stro:mg and durable ministry, 
capable of deciding or ca:rrying forward toward a satis
factory solution grave questions agitated both in and out 
of Parliament, such as the slave question. His Majesty 
said that he considered it his duty to elo all that was possi
ble to render the approaching elections of deputies most 
regular ; that he had entire confidence in me, anel as I did 
not hold extreme opinions I could direct the slave ques
tion to a solution that would not compromise the great 
economic interests of the country; that consequently he 
must insist upon my forming the nevv administration. I 
then observed to his Majesty that both the constitutibnal 
parties were interested in complete liberty of the elections; 
that the leaders of those parties could carry out the ele-
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vateel anel patriotic idea bis Majesty hael so much at heart, 
were it only because those leaders were perfectly aware 
that a return to the old system of elirect or indirect gov
emment interfm·ence in the elections wolilel consielerably 
reduce the infl.uerice of the Ohamber of Deputies upon 
the constitution of ministries ; that, as the Liberal party 
hael fought eluring ten years of O])position for freedom of 
vote anel hael maele a law to insure that freeelom, it could 
not, under penalty of becoming unpopular, fail to elo 
honor to the programme that had raiseel it to power. I 
aeldeel that, owing to the declarations I made in 1880 in 
the Ohamber of Deputies, I could not assume thç respon
sibility of power without treating specially óf the slave 
question, but that I coulel not at present forro a ministry 
that woulel be homogeneous in regarel to this matter, anel 
w hich, beca use of its homogeneity, coulel exert an effica
cious influence upon the Liberal party ; finally, that with
out the strong support of its party no government coulel 
have any certainty of a gooel result, even though the pre
elominating ielea were a national aspiration. This is more 
or less what passeel between his Majesty the Emperor 
and myself." 

Senator Dantas: "On the 4th instant the honorable 
ex-Presielent of the Oo1mcil carne to me to eleliver to me 
his Majesty's commanel to appear at the São Ohristovão 
Palace at 6 r. M . of the same elay. At the hour :fixed I 
presenteel myself at the palace, anel, on being aelmitted to 
his Majesty's presence, he cleigneel to consult me upon 
various points, especially in regarcl to the ministerial 
crisis on the 3d. W ith the loyalty due to the chief of 
the state, I furnished all the information I could, anel at 
the same time gave my hnmble opinion upon the elifficul
ties of the occasion. Thus closed the audience with which 
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his Majesty honored me. About midnight of the same 
day I was. again sought by the ex-President of the Ooun
cil, who, by command of his Majesty the Emperor, in
vited me to appear at the palace at 10 A. M. of the next 
day. Having punctually obeyed this command, bis Ma
jesty deigned to tell me that he had resolved on intrust
ing me with the formation of a new ministry. With due 
reverence I stated to hls Majesty my reasons for declin
ing so great an honor. Ris Majesty insisted again, but I 
persisted in justifying the grounds of ,my excuse. Fi
nally, as bis Majesty gave favorable acceptance to the 
terms wlrich I thought would authorize me to undertake 
the ministerial organization, I obeyed the command, in 
the conviction that thereby I also obeyed a great and im
perative duty in the grave circumstances in which my 
services were considered useful to the public cause. On 
retiring from São Ohl'istovão, I undertook at once to come 
to an understanding with different political friends, and, 
returning at night to the palace, I presented the names of 
the distinguished citizens who constitute the present 
Oabinet. I must now state to the Senate the programme 
that the ministry has adopted and proposes to carry out. 
Mr. President, among the various questiona that presa 
upon the attention and study of the Government, there 
are two t1ulit at present dominate ali the rest : that of the 
finances and that of s]avery. The ministry think it a 
duty to explain themselves npon both in such a manner 
as to render their views evident, with the object of defin
ing their responsibility before the country as to the man
ner in which the Government intend to treat both. The 
absence of equilibrium between the public revenue and 
expenditlll'e is known, and the illustrious ex-Minister of 
Finance demonstrated it completely in his report to the 
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General Assembly. Un:fortunately, the evil is one o:f 
years o:f duration, and, without treating now o:f its cause, 
I will simply mention the :fact :for the purpose o:f sayin.g 
that it is mgent to adopt e:ffic.acious and persevering 
measmes to remove it as soou as possible. First, it im
poses ou the Government the absolute necessity o:f a rigor
ous observance of the estimates and the shictest oversight 
of the collection of our r.evenue ; and, lastly, an intelligent 
and severe reduction of the expense, as much as we can 
without injury to the necessary improvements that have 
aheady been commenced and are in execution. The Gov
ernment, however, believes -that in om present circum
stances these measm·es, thongh what economic and finan
ciai science usually .counsels for such cases, will not su:ffice 
us. We must, and we pledge ourselves to this a1so, di
minish om· responsibilities as much as possible, as a means 
o:f strengthening the public m·edit, avaiJing o:f this credit 
less and less, to maintain its vigor, until now intact. Fi
nally, we must confess, we shall have to resort to some 
other means of enlarging the revenue, and as to this we 
will adopt as a basis the .idea ·o f the bill reported by the 
committee on estimates, of the Ohamber o:f Deputies, 
both as to the creation of certain taxes and as to the con
version of the funded internai debt." 

It will strike almost any one, I think, that the "e:ffica
cious and pe1·severing measures" :for improving the 
finances, which the ministry thought it their duty to ex
plain in snch a manner as " to render their views evident," 
are very vaguely stated. These genei·alities were scarce 
any improvement on what several of his predecessors had 
uttered on entering upon the same o:ffice. The following 
views which he delivered on tbe slavery question are 
more de:finite, though it will be seen that, while propos-
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ing tbe liberation of slaves upward of sixty years of age, 
he omits to say whetber or not the owners are to be re
munerated: 

"I mnst now declare the views of the Cabinet upon tbe 
slave question. W e bave arrived, Mr. President, at · a 
point wbere tbe Government ougbt to intervene most 
seriously in the progressive solution of this problem, and 
bring it !rankly before the Parliament, which has to pro
vide the solution. In this matter no retrocession, no stop
ping, no precipitation. It is, therefore, the special pur
pose of the Government to give movement to this ques
tion, botb in satisfaction to generous sentiments and 
bumanitarian aspirations and in bomage to the vested 
rights of property invol ved in it, and to the greater in
terests of the country clependent on tbat agricultural 
wealth which, unfortunately, is stilllinkecl most intimately 
with this anomalous institution. It is the imperative 
cluty of the Government and 1egis1atme to fix the line 
to which prudence permits and civilization obliges us to 
advance, so tbat it will become possible to prevent law
lessness and excess that comprorb.ise the solution of tbe 
problem without advancing it. For this pmpose the 
Government considers it indispensable to adopt ·a general 
measme that shall estab1ish throughont the country that 
provincial localization of the slaves which bas ah:eady 
made progress in provincial legislation. Tbis, however, 
is not sufficient. The emàncipation funcl works now 
within a very limited sphere, anel the Government will 
proniotc a powerful measure to increase H to great di
mensions. I refer to a national tax, one which will call 
upon all, not merely the slave-owners, to contribute to the 
extinction of slavery. Another measure which the Gov
emment consiclers equitable and opportnne is the libera-

IS 



206 BRAZIL: ITS CONDITION AND PROSPEUTS. 

tion of the slaves who have reached or will reach sixty 
years of age. The powerful reasons supporting this meas
Ul'e, one that would do honor to the philanthropic disposi
tion of Brazilians, need not be mentioned now, anel the 
Government will reserve them for the debate on the bill 
that will be submitted to you." 

After referring to some· other subjects upon wbich tbe 
Government would propose legislation, including that of 
civil marriage, he continued: "At the moment when the 
present ministry commence tbeir administration, little or 
no time separates us from the elections (of deputies). 
The Cabinet consider it a duty to declare to you that if 
they continue in the direction of a:ffairs they will maintain 
entire neutri:lJlity in tbe E)truggle, thus honoring the pre
cedent established by the Cabinet of March 28th. By · 
themselves anel by their appointees in the provinces tbey 
will not fail to repress fraud anel violence, in order that 
the election may be tme anel free, leaving it to the ac
colmt of the parties and their leaders- conquer who con
quers. The wisdom of the Senate will assist me, I hope, 
in the difficult path I must follow." 

Senator Correia, one of the Conservative leaders, then 
criticised the declarations which had been made ; he 
wished to know what tbc couditions were which the new 
pri~e minister consiclered as justifying his acceptance of 
office ; also what passed at the audiences with the Emperor 
of Senators Sinimbú and Affonso Celso. 

Senator Sinimbú said that he recognized the right of 
tbe Chambers to know what passed between the CJ·own 
and those callecl upon to inform upon public a:ffairs, but 
judged it pr01)er to allow the ex-President of the CouncH 
anel tbe present President of the Council to previously 
make their declarations. Invitecl on the 4th to the palace, 
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he was asked by his Majesty for his opinion npon the 
causes of the crisis anel u pon the slave qnestion; that he 
replied that the crisis had been cansed chiefl.y by the 
affair of October 25th (what he means by the a:ffair of 
October. 25th was tbe assassination of the editor of a sc'ur
rilous newspaper by allegecl nndetected military officers), 
by the process adopteel for the conversion of .the monastic 
property, by the official assent to the irregular manner in 
which the Ceará emancipation hael been effecteel, anel to 
the initiation of a like movement in otber parts of the 
empire, anel by the nnusual manner in which the minis
terial change of February 29th hael been effecteel; that 
uncler the circnmstances the most convenient 6olution of 
the crisis would be the formation of a Cabinet able to re
unite the party anel relieve the Conservatives of their fears 
of interference with the approaching elections ; that this 
solution was not beyonel the power of the Liberal party, 
anel that ali wonlel hail the accession of Mr. Saraiva; that 
he dicl not consieler the occasion proper for a dissolntion 
of a Chamber freely electeel, as was generally acknowl
edged; that as to slavery he still maintained the opinion 
declared at the A.griculturnl Congress, namely, execution 
of the law of September 28, 1871, with the development 
it is susceptible of." 

Senator Affonso Celso s~ticl that he had also received 
on the 4th a similar command to go to the palace, bnt at 
a later hour ; that it was enough for him to say that his 
opinion on the crisis anel on the sla,ve qnestion was, he 
was glad to find, identical with that expressecl by Mr. 
Sinimbú, as just stated to the Senate. He woulcl merely 
add that in regard to slavery, along with guarantee of the 
property recognized by law, anel the personal secmity of 
the owners, it would be requisite that t~e new Cabinet 
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shoulel give a greater impulse to the too slow emancipat
ing movement of the law of September 28, 1871, by in
creasing the emancipation fund, anel by aelopting other 
measures to make it more e:ffective. He hael, however, 
eleclareel to his Majesty that acceleration of the emancipa
tory movement, as well as other measures of great impor
tan.ce to the future o:f the country, were bOlmel up in the 
improvement of the financiai situation, anel that this im
provement was the :first thing to be unelertaken. In fact, 
he thought material improvements, trausformation of la
bor, reform of the aelministration, reconstruction of the 
state patrimonies, of the provinces, of the municipalities, 
reelemption of the paper money, orelm·, plenty, anel progress 
in the interior,. con:fielence and credit abroad, can not be 
thought of by a statesman whHe the rule of permanent 
de:ficits exists, together with the system of contracting 
new laans to pay the interest of olcl ones; ,that, there
fore, one of the greatest aims of the new Cabinet should 
be to endeavor to render the public finances more pros
perous. This was the flrst necessity, the fundamental base, 
for every aspiration. 

It was immediately after this that Senator Ottoni de
livered his interestirig and important speech, liberal ex
tracts from which will be found under the head qf slavery. 
Some days !ater a bill was introduced by the ministry f0r 
liberatjng ali slaves of the ·age of sixty years and upward, 
but, as it was unaccompanied by any provision for remu
nerating the owners, it failed to receive the full support 
of the Liberal party; Deputy Albuqllerque, who had been 
Minister o:f Foreign Affairs in the Cabinet preceding the 
Lafayette ministry, being on that ground one of the lead
ing opponents of it in the Liberal ranks. The new Cabinet 
having thus experienced a defeat on a vital measnre, the 
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question arose whether it should go out and an attempt 
be made to forro a Conservative ministry, or whether, as 
the time was near at hand for a new Ohamber to be elected 
it would be better to wait the resnlt of that election, leav
ing the Oabinet meantime unchanged. The latter course 
was adopted. A meeting was helcl by the Grand Oouncil 
of State, and by its advice it was decided to dissolve .the 
Ohamber of Deputies; but this was not done till after the 
usual appropriation bills were passed, by which time the 
Ohamber had sat out nearly its full constitutional time. 
Dru:ing the ensuing political canvass there was no speech
maki.ng, such as occurs in England and in the United 
States, and which is so instructi ve to the public mind. 
The Abolition Society of Rio de Janeiro, in their address to 
the electors, September, 1884:, recommending the support 
of Mr. José Carlos do Patrocínio for the General Assem- · 
bly, declared that, limiting their aspirations to what was 
lawful, anQ. deriving theh f~:n·ce from the law, they directed 
their efforts to the solution of the labor problem, endeav
oring to substitute the man for the slave, anel liberty for 
slavery. Appea.ling, they said, to the electoral body of 
the capital of the empire, they addressed themselves to 
the most enlightened and conscientious who exercise sov
ereignty, but a:lso kaew that an erroneous political notion 
restricts the exercise of popular sovereignty in such a 
manner that, in a mutiicipality like that of the capital of 
more than 600,000 souls, barely 6,'793 citizens are quali:fi.ed 
voters, being in the ratio of one elector for more than one 
hundred inhabitants. The forros of the electoral organi
zation, they declared, have resulted in the continuance of 
a parliamentary system all in the interest of caste rather 
than the development of order in liberty, the stability of 
institutions in respect to the rights of man, the founda-
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tion of pnblic wealth on the most fruitful anel solid of 
properties-tbe property o:f labor. 

With reference to the Republican party in Brazil, 
which :formerly, it would seem, was stronger than it is at 
present, Mr. José do Patrocínio, a noted abolitionist anel 
editor of the eve:riing paper, made some amusing remarks 
in a public address at Rio, September 7, 1884:: "In gen
eral," he said, "the proportion of deserters in any party 
was about ten per cent; but, in respect of the Republican 
party in Brazil, it was different-the faithful constit.uted 
ten per cent, anel the deserters ninety per cent I " 

The general election for a new Chamber o:f Deputies, 
for a term o:f fom years, commenced in Deceinber, 1884:. 
I say commenced,- because under the rule reguiring the 
successful candidate to have a majori~y of all votes cast, 
instead o:f a plurality, the election had in several districts 
to be repeated two or three times. There was, of comse, 
consiclerable excitement, some fraud, anel some violence, 
but it struck me that there was less troubl~ tharu. one would 
natmally suppose under ali the circumstances. Judging, 
however, :from remm:ks of opposition senators anel depU:
ties since the legislatura convened, one would think that 
the elections were attended with an unprecedentecl degree 
of rascality anel violence. That a few people were killed, 
anel that there was some frauclulent voting, might have 
been expected; anel such were tbe :facts. It is a signifi
cant fact that no" certain knowleclge of the political result 
of the election, as bearing on the ministry's plau of liber
ation, could be. known till after the meeting of the newly 
elected Chamber of Deputies, in March, 1885. 

This extra session of the General.Assembly was openecl 
by the Emperor in tbe Senate-chamber on Snnday, Marcb 
8, 1885, after a celebration of mass at the Imperial Chapel. 
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Though called solely for the settlement o.f some scheme 
of emancipation, the subject was treated in the speech 
read by the Emperor only in these few general words, 
namely : "The present extra session was ad vised by the 
need, which certainly you will meet with the greatest 
solicitude, of eleciding in regard to the project which the 
Government judges useful for the gradual extinction of 
slavery in OU!' colmtry, agreeably to the elesire of all Bra
zj.lians, in a way that will cause the least possible sacri:fice, 
anel without interfering with the elevelopment of the pro
ductive forces of the nation." 

The Emperor comes in consielerable state to open the 
General Assembiy, anel yet in a simple manuer as com
pareci with the usage of some Europeau sovereigns, who eu
ter the hall of state wearing a crown anel royalrobes, with 
a brilliant escort of soleliers anel civil anel military o:fficers 
richly uniformed, anel moving to martial music, the throne 
meantime being densely suiTouucled by officers of the life
guards. His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, wearing a 
uniform, drives to the Senate in his usual carriage, elrawn . 
by six horses, with a mounteel escort, anel is receiveel at 
the outer eloor by a joint committee of the Senate anel 
Ohamber of Deputies. On the occasion . 0f the opening 
of this extra session the two bodies in joint assembly ap
pointed twenty-four eleputies anel twelve senators to meet 
the Emperor at the door anel conduct him to the throne. 
Four eleputies anel two senators were likewise appointed 
to meet the Empr~ss anel. conduct her to her place in the 
imperial gallery. 

On March 12th the Chamber of Deputies proceeeleÇl 
to elect a presiding officer, selecting for this pÍll'pose Mr. 
Moreira de Bauos, the heael of the Liberal oppositiou of 
about twelve members, with the aiel of Conservative votes ; 
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but, as there were some forty deputies who could not vote 
because their credentials had not been decided upon, the 
prime minister (Liberal) declared in the Senate that such 
vote could not under the c:U:cumstances be accepted as a 
ministerial defeat. With reference to this proceeding the · 
"Paiz" newspaper said, "One half the country, which is 
still outside the legjslature" (referring to those members 
whose credentials were not acted upon), "can not logically 
be subjected to the decision of any minority whose mem
bers are ah-eady recoguized as deputies." With reference 
to the way in which business was held in check in both 
branches of the legislatura the :fi.rst part of the extra ses
siou of 1885, pending the decision of so many contested 
election cases, a Rio journal said: "That ten dissatis:fied 
Liberal members of the Ohamber, acting in connectiou 
with their political opponents, could so completely succeed 
in obstructing parliameutary work ueeds explanation. The 
cause seems to us to be found in the last electorallaw, anel 
the effect only to be removed by such a modi:fication of 
this law as will greatly iucrease the suffrage, to the end 
that the Chamber of Deputies may more nearly 1·epresent 
the country, anel not that veTy small section of it which it 
now Tepresents. . . . A sincere observar of political a:ffairs 
in Brazil can not claim that the Chamber of Deputies as 
at present constituted represents the public opinion of th.!'l 
empire. The manner in which deputies are elected proves 
the coutrary. The practice is for the candidate to issue a 
circular to the electors of the district he wishes to repre
sent, anel if possible secm·e some indorsement of bis pre
~ensions by the chiefs of bis party; then personal visits to 
local magnates are made, and if their support be secured, 
the candidate may caJmly and confidently await the. re
sult. There is no personal contact with the great mass of 
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the people, no speech-making, or attempts at rais:ing en
thusiasm; · the election canvass is ·generally as fiat as possi
ble, and when disturbances occur the cause can generally 
be found in the enm.ity of local chiefs, and the actors are 
their personal followers. It is no uncommon th:ing for a 
candidate for a district in the north, or in the interior, to 
remain in Rio during the time that would be employed 
in England or in the United States in actively canvassing 
his proposed constituency. How can it be alaimed that a 
deputy, for example, from Pará who has never left this 
capital can represent the public opinion of his district, 
which opinion he has only heard by proxy; and how can 
the electors of that district know anything of his opinions 
save from his circular and the indorsements of personal 
anel political friends and reiatives ~ . . . Another proof of 
our argument is shown by the professions of the deputies. 
Whereas the House of Commons is to a large e:xtent 
composed of merchants, bankers, and manu~acturers, our 
Chamber is almost exclusively formed of lawyers, with an 
occasional medicai mau, anel a rare planter, unless in com
bination with the lawyer. . . . There must be unprofes
sional meu who are sufficiently interested in commerce 
and trade to o:ffer the~selves as candidates, and the intro
duction of a few such into the composition of the Cham
ber conid not but be attended with advantage. Politics 
is macle entirely too much a means of support, ·anel, the 
same members being returned again and again, political 
cabais are easily brought about, and personal questions 
quite as. frequéntly cause the fall of a ministry as politi
·eal, economic, or other principies. W e th1nk an erlension 
of the su:ffrage would go far to correct the pres~nt unfor
tunate state of a:ffairs.'' 

The foregoing, together with what is found in the 
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chapter on s1avery, will enab1e one to forro a fair judg
ment o:f the po1itical situation anel o:f the practice o:f poli
tics in Brazil. It will be seen that parliamentary govern
ment is there carrieel on with as much ability anel fa1rness 
as it is in some European countries. Some things uU:
eloubted1y are to be deploreel. An ex-Cabinet minister 
saiel to an acquaintance of mine, at Rio, "I woulel sooner 
bury my son than to bring him up in politics." His 
opinion was formed eloubtless by the ups anel elowns- the 
uncertainty- as ~ell as by the intrigue anel corruption 
there are in politics. The Brazilíans feel that they have 
a tremendously great country, anel one wbich has a splen
diel destiny. They are proucl o:f it, and will not permit it to 
fall into too much discredit. The honors which in a par
liamentary system await a high order of statesmansl1ip are 
healthy incentives, anel I beHeve the tendeucy in Brazil is 
toward improvement under her present system. 

The return of the adjutant- general of the army 
shows that the aggregate number of o:fficers aud enlisted 
meu is 13,764, being the military strength of the couutry 
ou a peace basis. It consists, in round numbers, of 3,000 
a1·ti1lery, 2,500 cava1ry, and 8,000 infantry, and is widely 
detached in the different provinces. The principal de
tachment, comprlsing 4,000 men, under a general o:fficer, 
is stationed in the province of Rio Grande do Sul, which 
borders 'the Republic of Uruguay; about 2,000 men are 
stationed in the frontier province of Matto-Grosso; 1,000 
in the province of Pernambuco ; 600 in the provinee of 
Pará; about the same numbm~ in each of the prov:fnces of 
Bahia and Paraná, anel about 3,000 at the capital-each 

. detachment being under the command o:f a general o:fficer. 
In the other provinces there are detachments which are 
under the con;tmand of the respectiva presidents. The 
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enlisted men of the army are ali volimteers, who have en
gaged to serve for a term oi six years. Their pay is only 
about two doUars a month, besides board and clothing. A 
law was passed ten years ago making military service for 
eight years obligatory on males between eighteen anel 
thirty years of age- the requisite nmnber to be drawn by 
lot. As yet, however, it has not been found necessary to 
enforce it. The annual military expenses amount to six 
million dollars. 

Brazil is rather liberal in her system of military pen
sions. Those who received wounds or injuries to health 
in the Paraguayan war, as well as the widows, children, or 
sisters of those who were killed, receive an allowance of 
six dollars and upward a month. The widow of an officer 
killed in wa1· would now recei v e a pension equal to his 
full pay. Where there are male chilcb:en, but nota widow, 
they would receive the pension till they were of age; and 
a daughter, if an only child, and the mother not living, 
would receive the full pension dming her life, whether 
married or single. So, als9, o:fficers who distinguished 
themselves in the war, though never .wouneled, l'eceive a 
pensjon in some cases as high as twen.ty-five hundreel elol
lars a year. 

A commission, óf which his Royal Highness Count 
el'Eu was president, and the adjutant- general, quarter
master-general, and tlu·ee other general officers were mem
bers, was appointecl two . years ago to elaborate a plan of 
army organization in accord with improvements intro
dnced into modem a.rmies, and which would be suitable 
for Brazil. The plan they reported contemplates an ag
gl'egate force, in time of peace, of 1,129 commissioned 
officers anel 15,000 enlisted men, anel which in. time of 
war could be increased to an army of 30,000 men. 



OHAPTER XIV. 

BRÀZILIA.N LITERÀ TURE. 

As the language of Brazil is the P .ortuguese, a few re
marks in regarei to H may serve as a suitable introduction 
to a sketch of Brazilian literature. The Portuguese lan
guage, like the Spanish, is founded on the Latiu. This is 
evident from the many Latiu words still in use in the lan
guage, even if there were no historical p1·oofs of the fact. 
Prof. Ticlmor, in his "History of Spanish Literature," 
points out that Ohristianity, beginning as early at least as 
the second century, was introduced into the ·península, 
comprising Spáin anel Portugal, in the Latiu lariguage. 
That fact, he says, is very important, as showing that no 
other language was left strong enough to contend with it, 
at least through the middle anel southern })Ortions of the 
country. The Christian clergy, however, he says, ael
dressed themselves for a long perioel to the lower anel 
more ignorant classes of society, because the re:fined and 
the powerful refused to listen to them, anel therefore 
used the degradeel Latiu which the common people spoke. 
H e is of the opinion that "tbe modern languages 3ind 
their dialects in thc south of Europe were, so far as the 
Latiu was concerned, formed out of the popular anel vul
gar Latiu found in the mouths of the common people; 
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and that Ohristianity, more than any single cause, was the 
medi um and means by which this cha11ge from one to thc 
other was brought about." The Pm·tuguese language re
ceived additions and modifications by the invasion o:f the 
Goths in the fifth century and of the Arabs in the eighth 
centnry, but still retains distinctive Latiu characteristics. 
There are so many words in common use, in the Portu
guese, like the Latin, that it does not require a greut 
stretch of the imagination to fancy that the people one 
sees and hears in Brazil are descendants of an ancient 
Latin race, and speak a language that could almost have 
been understood by the every-day people in the time and 
country of ;Eiorace. The similarity of the architecture of 
Rio, especially of the shops, with what is seen in the re
mains o.f the old Roman cities, makes the idea seem not 
unreasonable. Of course, from my limited acquaintance 
with the Portuguese language, I would not presume, un
aided, to give a sketch of Brazilian literature ; and most 
of the matter which follows in this chapter has been sup
plied by Mr. Shalders, a conscientious and talented gradu
ate of one of Brazil's highest institutions of learning. 

Among Brazilian authors probably José Martiniano de 
Alencár, Bernardo Guimarães, and J . M. de Macedo, by 
general consent, occupy the prominent places. The :first
named belonged to the present era, and composed about 
thirty works of fiction, of which "Iracema" and " Gua
rany" are regarded as the best. He was born at Ceará, 
northern Brazil, May 1, 1829, anel his early childhood 
was there spent. .A t the age of ten his family moved to 
Rio de Janeiro, making the very long journey tbither by 
land. At Rio he received his first scholastic training, 
after which he studied law at the São Paulo and Olinda 
schools, graduating at the latter in 1851. Returning to 

19 
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Rio, he there spent the rest of his life, following dur:i.ng the 
first four years the profession of lawyeT. His early ardent 
desire of becoming an editor was satisfi.ed on his becoming 
proprietor and editor of the "Diario do Rio" ; here he 
began to publish his fi.rst writings, entitled "Ao Correr da 
Penna" (" The Running of the Pen "), on various topics, 
which soou attracted and .fixed the attention of the public. 
About thi~ time Gonçalves Magalhães published his "Con
federação dos Tamoyos," a work which incited Alencár's 
ambition. Alencár became Professor of Mercantile Law 
in the Commercial Institute of Rio, was deputy in the 
General A,ssembly in several legislatures, Counselor of 
the Ministry of Justice, and, later on, Minister of Justice. 
He died December 12, 18'7'7, at a house in Rua Guana
bal'a, which he had selected in search of better atmos
phere. The ]Jistori.cal ground work o f his " Iracema" is 
substantially this : ''In 1603 Pero Coelho started from 
Parahyba with eighty colonists and eight hundred Indians, 
and settled at the mouth of the J aguaribe, and there 
founded a colony, the first in the proviuce of Ceará. 
Pero Coelho, hav:i.ng been abandoned by his companions, 
João Soromenho was sent to his help, which latter having 
arrived at the place, began to attack the Indians, w h o were 
friends. of the Portuguese. This ru:i.ned the recent colony; 
the colonists were forced to withclraw on account of the 
hostilities of the Indians, and Pero Coelho was obliged to 
retire to Parahyba. In the first expedition a young mau 
named Martim Soares ]l,foreno formed ·a friendship with 
J acaúna, chief o f the Indians of the coast, and with his 
brother Poty. Later on this Martim, hav:i.ng established a 
colony there, Jacaúna carne ·with his people to live in the 
neighborhood in order to protect the Portuguese from the 

· Indians of the interior. " Iracema" is a poem in prose. 
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The scene lies in the interior of Ceará among the Indiana 
first among those who a'l'e enemies of the coast Indians, 
anel toward the end among the latter. Martim is the hero. 
The legend runs thus : Martim fi.nds himself lost iu tbe 
woods, wben suddenly be is in tbe presence of an lndian 
girl of tbe Tabayara race, enemy to that of the coast. 
Tbe girl shoots an arrow whicb strikes Martim on the 
foreheao, but, repenting immediately of her deed, she 
runs to him, dresses the wound, and conducts him to tbe 
cabin of her father, wbo is the chief of the tribe. Martim 
is treated by tbe chief with hospitality, anel stays at bis 
house a long time, acquires the fame of a great walTior, 
anel falls in love witb the girl, or rather she with him. 
The principal warrior of the tribe becomes enraged with 
him on that account, from being in love with tbe girl 
himself ; he requires of the chief that Ma1tim should be 
gi ven o ver to his vengeance ; Martim is discovereel by his 
frienel Poty anel flees-the two being escorteel by the In
dian girl, w h o is named Iracema. Once outside her father's 
domains, she declares that she will not leavc Martim. 
A war then ensues between the Tabayaras anel Martim's 
frieuds, in which Iracema shows herself a beroine in sav
ing Martim's lÜe. Finally, Martim begins to grow cold 
toward Iracema from his longings to go back to bis peo
ple; be absents himaelf for some time, anel when be re
tmns to Iracema be iinels ber languisbing away; she has 
barely strength to lift her chilel up to Martim's arms, anel 
then faints anel dies. 

The following, elescribing this tragic enel, is perhaps 
the most toucbing passage in the poem : 

"The Christian moved witb uncertain steps. Suel
elenly, among the foliage of the trees, his eyes beheld, sit
ting at the door of the cabin, Iracema with her chilel at 
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her breast, and the dog playing at her side. Ris heart 
was :filled, and his soul would start to his lips-Iracema! 
. . . The sad mother anel spouse raised her eyes at hearing 
the beloved voice. With gz·eat e:ffort, she succeeded in 
lifting her child in her arms anel presenting it to its father, 
who contemplated it in an ecstasy of love. 'Receive 
the son of thy blooel. It is time; my ungrateful breasts 
have no longer nourishment to give him ! ' Placing the 
child in the paternal arms, the unforbmate mother faint~d 
as fades the jetyca when it is plucked. The husband then 
saw how grief had cansed her beautiful body to fade; but 
still beauty was in her, just as the perfume in the flower 
fallen from the manacá. Iracema rose no more from the 
hammock in w hich the affiicteel arms of Martim placed 
her. The loving husband, in whom a:ffection had reviveel 
with the paternal joy, surrounded her with a:ffectionate 
cares, which filled her soul with delight, but restoreel not 
life to her; her bloom had passecl. 

" 'Bury the remains of tby wife beside the cocoanut
tree which thou lovedst. When the breeze blows through 
its foliage, Iracema will think it is thy voice sounding in 
her hair.' 

"The sweet lips were silent forever; the last glow 
took leave of the dim eyes. 

"Poty helel up his brother in his great sorrow." 
.Alencár's "Guarany" is another work in wlrich the 

principal character is an Indian who shows great devotion 
and faithfulness to a young Portuguese woman, whom he 
treateel as his mistress anel for whom more than once he 
risked his life. .Alencár tried to form in I'omance the 
same school which Gonçalves Dias wished to do in verse. 
Both created a kinel of native style. In their works the 
principal characters are native Indians, anel they occupy 
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themselves with their language, habits, and temperament. 
But neither o:f these two authors :found followers, althougb 
their works are greatly -appreciated. 

Bernardo Guimarães was born in Otrro Preto, August 
15, 1825. At :four years of age bis family removed to 
Uberaba, wbere he received bis primary education. He 
atlso studied in Campo Bello and Ouro Preto. In 1842, 
during a revolution in Minas, he le:ft school and enlisted 
as a soldier. A short time afterward he mat·riculated in 
the acaclemy at São Paulo, where he minglecl with Al
vares de Azevedo, Alll'eliano Lessa} anel others. He suc
ceeded in taldng his degree, and soou after tried the pro
fession of teacher, wbicb, however, he shortly abandoned. 
He then carne to Rio anel became a journalist, but he 
soou left this occupation, to return to Ouro Preto, where 
he afterward married bis cousin, Dona Thereza Guimarães. 
Then he devoted bimself, body and soul, to poetry and 
noveis, entirely forgetful of bis commonplace condition 
of bachelor of laws. He remained there till bis death, 
which happened on March 10, 1884. 

In São Paulo Guimarães acquirecl convivial habits, 
wbich, however, dicl not seem to a:ffect bis robust consti
tution, nor deprive him of the qualities which macle him 
one of the most original poets and novelists of bis coun
try. Ris " Cantos da Solidão" are admired. . Ris prose 
works are numerous ; anel the best is the "Ermitão de 
Muquem," which is written in three different styles: the 
fi.rst, a style peculiar to himself, describing the habits anel 
life of the " Sertão" of Brazil ; the second, a kind o f lyric 
style; anel, lastly, a style wbich the writer calls realistic. 
Among otber works of . bis are the " Garimpeiro," the 
"Slave Isaura," anel tbe "Seminarista." Tbe story of the 
latter is more or less this : A young boy is brought up in 
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the companionship of a . girl, who is god-child of his 
mothe1· ; this girl is poor and li ves on his father's lands. 
The boy, named Eugenio, afterwaJ.'d falls in love with this 
girl, named Margarida; but bis parents have destined him 
to be a priest, anel oblige him to enter the seminary in 
spite of his unwillingness; at last he consents to being 
ordained, believing that his loved Margarida had manied 
another, anel also giving way to the religious impulses of 
his nature. Afterward he is called to administer, as a 
priest, the last unction to a dying woman. He cliscovers 
this woman to be his Margarida, and that the cause of her 
languishing was love for him to whom she had remained 
faithful ; here he :fights a great battle with his conscience, 
but :finally falls; the consequence is, he considers himself 
a base and eternally lost man. The next day, having to 
celebrate mass for the :first time before going up to the 
altar, he is called to perform the last funeral rites over 
the body of a woman lying in the church ; this woman is 
Margarida. He performs the service, but afterward, as
cending the altar, instead of celebrating the mass, he be
fore the public begins to disrobe himself, tearing his 
clothes, anel rushes out of the church a furious madman. 
The wr.i.ter's object is to show the mTor of the Oatholic 
Ohurch in compelling her ministers to remain single; 
also how many virtuous men become corrnpted by enter
ing the ministry against their inclination. 

Joaquim Manoel de Macedo was bom J tme 24, 1820, 
at the village of Itaborahy, and d.i.ed Apr.il 11, 1882. He 
was a mau of great talent, anel his writings in prose anel 
verse are numerous. He distinguished himself, however, 
specially as a novelist, and as the founder of the Brazilian 
novel; abandoning the romantic style, he brings into his 
noveis local color anel the reality of the customs and 
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habits of Brazilian society. · In 1844-, the time in which 
he published his "Moreninha," the Brazilian novel was 
yet to be founded, and Macedo was proclaimed its founder. 
In his "Moreninha" he painted society as it reaUy was . 
..And Rio then was gay, and not mournful, as the poets 
would have it; it was full of faith, and not of distrustful
ness, líke to-day. Everybody could see his picture in this 
book ; a lmiversal acceptance of it followed as a natural 
consequence. Macedo graduated at the Faculty o:f Medi
cine o:f Rio de Janeiro ; but seeing his success on the p:ub
lication of the " Moreninha," he left his profession and 
gave himself up to the study of history, which was des
tined to furnish him elements for his historical noveis, 
for his appointment as Professor of History in the College 
of Dom Pedro II, and for his admission into the Histori
cal Institute of Brazil in 1845. Many works foUowed 
one after another, such as " Moço Loíro," published in 
1845, "Dons ..Amores," in 1848, etc. From his success as 
a novelist Macedo tried his peu ás a dramatist and was not 
less successful. He published two dramas in verse : " The 
Cégo" (" The Blind Mau") in 184:9, and "Oobé" in 1852, 
two inspired productions, particularly the la.tter. Ris com
edy "Phantasma Branco," among many others, gained also 
the public applause. Macedo was now at the height of 
his literary fame; and here he began to write fo1· the 
"Nação," a jomnal o f the Liberal party. Whatever be 
the character of the political articles of Macedo, or any of 
his services in this :field, the general opinion is that they 
are not worth the h1mdredth part of his purely literary 
works. Macedo's character was not :fit for pólitics; as a 
proof, we have his "Victimas-a1gozes," in which his in
tention was to awaken compassion for slavery, but which 
producecl the opposite effect, that o:f hatred. He was a 
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member of the Legislativa Assembly of his prov:ince, was 
also deputy in the General Assemb1y, and declined to 
make part of the ministerial Cabinet of August 31, 1864. 
He was also the author of a "History of Brazi1," for the 
use of the Oollege of Dom Pedro li, also of the "Bio
graphical Y ear," a work in fom volumes. The style of 
his works of fiction is now rather out of date. His work, 
descriptive of Brazil, of which an imperfect English 
translation by Le Sage, entitled "N otions on the Chorog
raphy of Brazil," was published at Leipsic in 1873, is 
worthy of much commendation, particularly for its scope 
and purpose-there being generally a great lack of books 
of this character. It contains a surnmary of the history 
of Brazil, a description of its geography, resources, pro
ductions, and institutions, and a separate sketch of each 
prov:ince, and, a1though the studént will often open it in 
vain for information which he desires, he will yet find in 
it enough to give it a value. Its great fault is that it 
abounds too much in glittering generalities. It is written 
in a :flowing, poetic, and occasionally eloquent style, but 
is apt to deal in exaggeration when describing the natural 
resomces of the country. The following about slavery 
glves a specimen of his metaphors : "In the country itself 
the complete extirrction since 1852 of the criminal Afri
can slave-trade dried up the principal spring of an evil in 
every poiut of v:icw more than shameless, and even fatal; 
and ou the 28th of September, 1871, the law which eman
cipated the offspring of women slaves closed forever the 
second sonrce of the tophet of slavery, ennobled Brazil 
by taking from her the slur cast on her as the country of 
slavery, and causing every cradle to be rocked by the 
sacred breeze o f libmty." 

He descrlbes Antonio Carlos, one of the early public 
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men of São Paulo, as one " w hose eloquence might be 
compared to a cataract, and his enthusiasm to a volcano." 

The following is less extravagant than· some of his 
descriptions: "The soil of Matto-Grosso is of wonderful 
fertility. . . . The sugar-cane, tobacco, cotton, and man
dioc, the common cereals of the country, wheat, ali escu
lents are so advantageously cultivated as to appear in
credible. . . . No one plants rice, which only requli·es to 
be plucked by those who require it .... Matto-Grosso is 
an abyss of riches, the revelation of which will be splen
did anel dazzling in a future not far distant." 

It may be of interest to name some of the distin
guished orators of the pulpit. Rio de Janeiro is the birth
place of Souza Caldas, Francisco de São Carlos, Francisco 
Sampaio, and Francisco José de Cal'Valho, 1.'11own as Frei 
Francisco de Monte-Alverne, a name given to him on en
tering the convent of São Antonio. _Of these orators the 
greatest is Monte-Alverne, born in Rio, 1785. He en
tered the convent of São Antonio on June 28, 1801. On 
heing sent to São Paulo, he was there ordained presbyter 
in 1808, preached in 1810, and was Professor of Arts in 
1813. Returning to Rio with a con:firmed reputation, he 
was appointed royal preacher in 1816, in 1824 secretary 
of the province of Rio. He became then Professor of 
Philosophy in the São José seminary. H e was tal1, strong, 
and muscular; would bend forward a little when wa1king, 
on account of his short-sightedness ; his face was long, 
thin, pale, and severe; his voice was strong, flexible, deep, 
and somewhat harsh, which in him was not a defect, but 
rather augmented its energy and gave it a metallic vibra
tion that would resound in the largest edifice. He spoke 
with emphasis, as one wonld who felt what he said, articu
lating every syllable, so that not one was lost. His ser-
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mons are printed in three volumes, and are noted for thei.J.• 
eloquence, their doctrine, elevation of thoughts, and sub
lime pictures. An eye-witness says that, ou the occasion 
of the funeral of the :first Empress of Brazil, Dona Leopol
dina, when that tremendous voice oi the 01·ator was heard 
to pronounce, " God crushes against the walls of the 
tomb a1l these giants of earth ! " the widower Emperor 
bent down bis bead aud carried his band to bis eyes, and 
the com:tiers present all looked up to tbe 01·ator, astolmded 
at bis boldness. Twenty yen.rs before bis deatb be was 
stricken with blindness, but even after tbis misfortune bis 
sermons excited the admiration of those who had not 
heard him in bis better days. He died Qn December 3, 
1858, in São Domingo. Ris body was brought from São 
Domingo to Rio de J anerio in the imperial yacht, and 
transported from the sbore to tbe convent of São Antonio 
in tbe comt carriages, bis funeral being at the expense of 
the Emperor. Monte-Alverne was also a poet; much of 
bis sacred poetry is sung in the Protestant çhmches in tbe 
empire, and consists of beautiful verses. 

Anotber clerical orator, wbo was also a poet, is Padre 
Antonio Pereira de Souza Caldas, born in Brazil, educated 
in Portugal, and receiving in Italy the :finishing touches 
of his education. He is noted for his eloquence, for bis 
originallyric poetry, but especially for bis translation of 
the Psalms of David in Portuguese verse. For instance, 
the first psalm-

" Venturoso o que não vaga 
Pela estrada criminosa 
Da impiedade, e a voz dolosa 
Do malvado que extravaga, 
Com sorriso, não a:ffaga, 
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Nem do vicio corruptor 
Na cadina pestilente 
Se assentou com cego ardor; 
Antes posta sempre a mente 
Traz E.a lei do Creador "-
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of which there can be no better translation in English 
than that of the English Bible. 

Among the names of distinguished journa.lists in Brazil 
may be mentioned the following, togetber with the papers 
for which they wrote: In the time of the Independence 
there figmed as editors and writers to the "Reverber0" 
the following : J anuario da Cunha Barboza, Francisco 
Ledo, and Capitão ;Mór J ustiniano José da Rocha. 

In 1831, Evaristo da Veiga, editor of the "Aurora 
Fluminense," caused a great sensation. 

La;ter on, about 1856, there appeared the "Correio 
Mercantil," in which the principal writers were Francisco 
Octaviano de Almeida Rosa, Visconde do Rio Branco, and 
José Martiniano de Alencár. O:f these three, Octaviano 
is stillliving and a senator. Later on appeared the "Re
forma," of which Tavares Bastos was editor. And 
pr0minent among the journalists of the present time is 
Quiutino Bocayuva, editor of the "Paiz," who was also 
editor of the " Globo" and the "Republica." 

As historians, may be named J oaquin Manoel de 
Macedo, already noticed ; Francisco Adolpbo V arnhagem, 
lrnown as Viscount of Porto Segmo, who wrote a history 
o f Brazil and a defense of Amerigo V espucci as the dis
coverer of America, a work well known to students of the 
voyages of the early navigators of the era of Columbus ; 
and Innocencio F. da Silva, who WI·ote a "Diccionario 
Bibliograpbico." 
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Brazil has produced many poets, and some who are 
worthily popular in their country. Of these, the one who 
probably should be first mentioned, and wbo wrote at a 
time when Brazilian literature was scarcely distinct from 
that of the m6ther-country-Portugal-is Frei José de S. 
Rita Durão, author of the epic poem " Caramurú." He 
was bom in the province of Minas-Geraes at a place called 
Catta-preta, in the district of N. Senhora de Nazareth d0 
Infeccionado, about sixteen miles to the north of Mariana. 
The date is uncertain, somewhere between 1718 and 1720. 
He died in the College of São Agostinho, in Lisbon, J an
uary 24, 1784. He was a member of the order of Agus
tinho, aud doctor in theology by tbe University of Coim
bra. He entered the order of Agnstinho on October 12, 
1738, and gracluated in the year 1756. Ris education 
began in Brazil under the J esuits, who then had founded 
good scbools, and where José Basilio da Gama also was 
instructed. It is not known wbo were his parents, nor at 
what time he went to Europe. In 1758, sbortly after be 
graduated, he was in Leil·ia, where he preacbed a beauti
ful sermon of thanksgiving, on account of the King, Dom 
José, having escaped from the shots fired at him on Sep
tember 3d of the same year. He did not stay there long; 
leaving Portugal, he traversed Spain aud Italy, spending 
about eighteen years on these travels. A Brazilian his
torian says that the cause of his leaving Portugal was his 
refuting certain letters of the Bishop of Leiria written 
against tbe J esuits wben their expulsion was decreed in 
Portugal. He was obliged to :flee to Spain ou this ac
couut. In Spaiu he was imprisoned ou suspicion of being 
a spy; when the war of the family pact brolce out there; 
being afterward set free in 1763, he went to Italy. In 
1778 he was again in Portugal, when he became lectmer 
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at the U niversity of Coimbra. After his return to Port
ugal he only lived about six years, in which he :finished 
bis poem, which was published in 1 '781. Its story is the 
discovery of Bahia, in the middle of the sixteenth century, 
by Diogo Alvares Corria, whom the Indiana named "Ca
ramurú," from his use of :fire-arms; it comprehends in 
several episodes the history of Brazil, the rites anel tradi
tions of its natives, anel the politics of the colonies. The 
argument is as follows : Diogo Alvares Corria su:ffered 
shipwreck near Bahia. He was saved with bis six com
panions, who were devoured by the Indians, · he alone 
being spared, because thin anel ill, the savages intending 
to keep him until he should get better. They allowed 
him, in the mean while, to withdraw from the wreck pow
der,. shot, anel gnus. Having killed a bird flying, in their 
presence, the savages pronounced him the sun of thun
der, anel Carammú- that is, dragou of the sea. Fighting 
against the natives of the interior, he brougbt them 
into subjection. The chiefs of Brazil o.fferecl him their 
daugbters as wives, but he cbose Paraguaçú, whom he 
afterward took to France in a French sbip, :tive other . 
Brazilian women following bim swimming, until one was 
drowned anel the others retlU'ned. In France Paraguaçú 
was baptizecl as Catharine. Having returned with Para
guaçú to Bahia, he was receivecl by the Tupinambás, who · 
considered Paraguaçú as the heiress of theli· chief. On 
the voyage to Bahia the latter has a vision, in which is· 
revealed to her tbe futlU'e lot of Brazil. About this time 
Thomé de Sousa arrives with some ships anel families to 
people Bahia, whose colonization begins. Paraguaçú, 
or Catharine Alvares, renounces her rights in favor of 
Dom João III, who ordered bis governors to honor 
Diogo Alvares for the services he had rendered, and 

20 



230 BR.A.ZIL: ITS OONDITION .A.ND PROSPEOTS. 

she was in fact the source of the noble house of Torre in 
Bahia. 

The passage most generally quoteel as the best is the 
episoele of Moema, anel of whicb the following is a trans
Iation: 

" She loses the brilliancy of her eyes, faints, anel shnel
elers, with pale, elying aspect ; her hands, alreaely elepriveel 
of strength, letting go of the rueleler, she sinks to the bot
tom of the foaming waves; but, again rising from the 
depths of the angry sea, she utters with paio, ' O cruel 
Diogo ! ' and was bm-ied in the waters, to be seen no 
more!" . 

One of the bcst known of Brazilian poets is Antonio 
GonçaJ.ves Dias, who was born August 10, 1823, at the 
town of Caxias, Maranhão. His father, wbo was a Portu
guese, on bis return from Portugal, whence he had fled 
on account of the war, put bis boy into mercantile em
ployment, but at the instance of some fiienels, who saw in 
him an inclination for letters, be was . placed uneler Ri
cardo João Sabino, who taught him .the rndiments of 
Latiu anel Frencb. Having acquired the necessary foun
dation for higher staelies, he set out with bis father for São 
Luiz, capital of the province, anel thence to Portugal, on 
account of bis :father's hea1th. Having Iost his :father, 
however, be retmneel to Maranhão. Ris step-mother hav
ing afforeled bim the means to continue bis studies, he rc
turneel to P01tugal May 13, 1838, wbere he studieel in the 
University o:f Coimbra. Ou account of a civil war which 
b1·oke out in Maranhão, known by the name of "Bolai
aela," his step-mother su:ffered losses, and suspended bis 
mouthly allowance; at this misfortune he intended to re
tmn to Brazil, and would have done so, but for the kind
ness of his Brazilian college companions, who fumisheel 



BRAZILIAN LITERATURE. 231 

him the necessary means to continue. Gonçalves Dias, 
spcal--ing of tlús time, says : " Sad was my life in Coim
bra; it is a sacl tbing to live away from our native coun
try, live in a stranger's house, anel sit at a strange table as 
·a favor ! This table belonged to good anel faithful friends, 
tbat is true ! The bread was another's, it was the bread 
of charity, it was the lot of the mendicant ! " Raving 
succeeded at last in taking his degree as Bachelor in Ju
ridical Sciences, he retluned to Caxias in 1845, anel there 
began the profession of aelvocate ; but soou went to Rio, 
anel in 1846 publishecl his "Primeiros Cantos," which 

. gained him much honor. He became instrncto·r of Latiu 
ata lyceum in Nictheroy. In 1847 he pub1ished his best 
dmma, entitled "Leonor de Mendonça," anel in the fol
lowing year the "Sextilhas de Frei Antão." He became 
distinguished, anel was appointeel professor of Latin in 
the College of Dom Pedro II. In 1851 the Imperial Gov
ernment eletailed hlm to study and report on the state of 
public instruction in vari.ous northern provinces, anel ·the 
best means of bettering its conelition. On his return from 
the nOl'th (1852) he was appointeel secretary in the Office 
of Foreign .A:ffairs, anel the same year marrieel Dona Olym
pia da Costa. In 1855 h e set out for Europe, employed by 
the Government, in order to study the best methods and 
the ones most applicable for Brazn in respect of public 
instruction. Beginning with Portugal, where he visiteel 
tbe cities of Lisbon, Oporto, Coimbra, and EvoTa, he trav
eled successively through France, England, anel Germany, 
examining di:fferent establishments of education. In 1857 
he printed his dictionary of tbe Tupy language, called 
the general tongne of the native Indians of Brazil ; also 
the first four cantos of his celebrated "Tymbiras." On 
his return to Rio he was again sent out on a scientific 



232 BRAZIL: ITS CONDITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

commission to explore and report on the resources of Bra
zil, and spent six months in the Amazon V alley, when his 
health broke down, and he returned to Rio. Deriving no 
benefit from his stay in Rio, he embarked for Enrope, 
but still with no better result, until at last he resolved to 
return to his native land, making a long sea-voyage, from 
which he hoped to derive some benefit. He embarked 
September 14, 1864, on the ship Ville de Boulogne, bound 
for Maranhão, but he never again arrived on land; the 
ship was wrecked, and it is supposed that the crew, seeing 
him so ill, abandoned him, and left him to die on Novem
ber 3, 1864. His chief works are the " Cantos," the 
"Tymbiras," and "Y-J uca-Pirama "-two lJoems on abo
I·iginal subjects, both published in Leipsic. The first of 
the two is incomplete. Gonçalves Dias is, in the opinion 
of ma.ny, the best Brazilian lyric poet. The fol1owing 
are the first and last verses of one of his most popular 
poems: 

"In my country there are palm-trees 
Where sings the sabiá ; 

The birds which warble here 
Are not like tbose afar. 

"God forbid that I may die, 
Before returning to my land; 

Before I enjoy those acenes 
Wbich here I can not find ; 

Without seeing again those palm-trees 
Where sings the sabiá ! " 

A beautiiul epic poem o:f his is bis "Tymbiras," o:f 
which there are only :four cantos, the rest being lost with 
him in the shipwreck. The hero of the poem is the chie:f 
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of the Indians Tymbiras, Itajuba; the scenes are placecl 
in Maranhão, at the time o:f the colonization. In the :four 
cantos existing only the Indians are spoken qf, the civil
ized mau taking no part in them. One of the notable 
episodes is that of' Coema : 

" 'Flower of beauty, light of love, Coema,' murmured 
the singer, 'where wentest thou, so sweet and beautiful, 
when the sun was rising ~ Coema, what love thou hast 
le:ft in us ! Thou wast so meek, thy smile so soft, so se
rene thine eyes! Thine accents a beautiful singing, thy 
voice sweet warbles, thy words honey! If the break of 
day would compare its enchantments with thine, it would 
really try in vain ! ' " 

.Another poet of earlier date was Domingos José Gon
çalves Magalhães, who was born at Rio de Janeiro, .Au
gust 13, 1811. .Ris writings are much admired for their 
simplicity anel theix e]evated moral tone. .Ris chief work 
is the "Confederação dos Tamoyos," a poem rich in in
spirations, patriotism, anel enthusiasm. He may be said 
to be the founder of tbe national tbeatre, being the :first 
Brazilian to write a tragedy, and one whose subject con
cerns his native country. This tragedy was "Antonio 
José," or the "Poeta e a Inqlúsição." Bis name is to 
be seen among the fo\mders of the llistorical anel Geo
graphical Institute of Brazil, in which he published an 
historical memoir of high merit. The scene of " Con
federação dos Tamoyos" lies n,t Rio de Janeiro, in the 
:first times of Brazilian colonization : Three Portuguese 
attack an Indian girl anel kill her brother who comes to 
her rescue, but at the same time they fall under tbe 
blows of thi.s dying chief. N ext the Tamoyos, to which 
tribe the Indian belonged, determine to take vengeance 
on the Portuguese. They hold a council of war, anel then 
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march against the new village of São Vicente ; thc battle 
is described, then peace is made, marriages are celebrated, 
Indiana are converted, and so on. The poem is divided 
into ten cantos and is in blank verse. I wHl quote a 
passage where Aimbrie, the chief of the Tamoyos, comes 
upon Pindobucú as he is burying his son Oomorim, killed 
by the three Portuguese, and asks him when he is going 
to avenge his sou, and, on being asked if he knew where 
the enemies lived, he says: 

" Where are they ~ thou inquirest. Knowest not 
where are the ferocious Portuguese who rob na of our 
sons and women, and kill our parents, brothers, and 
friends ~ Thou knowest not w here these ungrateful be
ings are, who take possession of our lands and persecute 
us, hunting us down and making us slaves ~ ... " 

Another esteemed poet of Brazil is Oasimiro José, 
:Marques de Abreu, born at the village of Bana de São 
João, province of Rio de Janeiro, J anuary 4, 1837. His 
father was Portuguese, his mother Brazilian. At nine 
years of age he was sent to Freese, a school in Nova
Friburgo. Before finishing his preparatory stuclies he 
returned to Rio to his father's business office; but show
ing no inclination for business, he was sent to. Lisbon, 
N ovember 13, 1853, and stayed in Portugal nearly four 
years. There he pub1ished in literary papers some of his 
verses which were much applauded, also a drama entitled 
"Camoes e o J áo." Family interests, together with persua
sions and orders from his father, caused his return to Rio, 
J anuary 11, 1857. He died at his father's home in In
dayassú, October 18, 1860. The Rio edit:ion of his worb 
contains, in all, seventy lyric pieces of di:fferent metres, 
and which in his preface he says are "fl.owers which the 
wind will scatter· to-morrow, only serving as the promises 
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of the fruits of autumn." The following is the last verse 
of bis song, "My Oountry" : · 

"It is fuU of beauties, so full 
My native country is, 
Even a poet dreams not of them ; 
Nor cana mortal sing them. 
It is a land of love 
Scattered over with :flowers, 
Where the breeze in its murmms 
Whispers, 'It has no rival.'" 

Antonio Castro Alves was born March 14, 1847, at 
the farm of Oabaceiras, near Curralinho, in the district 
of Cachoeira, province of Bahia ; his father was Dr. A. 
J. Alves, professor in the faculty of medicine of Bahia, 
and his mother, Dona Olelia B. da Sa. Castro. In the 
beginning of 1870 he collected his scattered verses and 
published them und'er the title of "Espumas Fluctuantes" 
(" Floating F oam "). I t was not long before h e fell a victim 
to pulmonary consumption, which carried bim to his grave 
July 6, 1871. He left many manuscripts which have been 
published: " Gonzaga," a drama in four aets; the "Ca
choeira de Paulo-Affonso"; a fragment of the· poem "Os 
Escravos," which is incomplete; and others which are still 
unpublished. His best work is doubtless the "Cachoeira 
·de Paulo-Affonso," composed of many short pieces of dif
ferent metres, and of which the following is an extract: 

"I sinned! . . . Great was my crime, but greater still 
is my punishment. . . . Ah! the bitterness of the nights 
without shelter was not sufficient; all that I suffered from 
the whip and the torture which lacerated my :flesh did 
not su:ffice. More pains .were necessary, still a greater 
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sacri:fice. . . . Son! thou seest my torture. . . . I am to ' 
be separated from. thee ! . . ." 

A poet of considerable merit, but of whom no biog
raphy is to be found, was Fagundes Varella. He died a 
few years ago, and is the author of "Anchieta," a poem 
in blank verse ; the " Diario. de Lazaro " ; " Vozes d' Ame
rica," a collection of verses; and "Cantos Meridionaes." 
Among bis writings should be mentioned with special 
notice bis "Cantico do Cal vario," a poem in blank verse, 
written on the occasion of the death of a son. 

Among the poetical writers who are yet living are 
Alberto de Oliveira, author of tbe "Meridionaes," a col
lection of poems, of wbich the best are thought to be 
" Labor das Lagrimas " aucl the " Leque" ; Raymunclo 
Col'rêa, authol' of the " Symphonias," anel of which the best 
are "J;>lena N uclez," "Sanctas Esmolas," and "As Pom
bas" ; Valentim Magalhães, author of a poem, "Colombo . 
e Nênê," a work of some literary value; Luiz Guimaraes, 
Jr., author of the "Sonetos e Rimas," "Nocturnas," 
" Curvas e Zigzags;'' etc. ; and, lastly, Machado de Assis, 
a poet also, but known especially as a writer of short 
stories. He has written several books of stories and 
verses in a style very peculiar to bimself. Of his books 
of stories may be mentioned one entitled "Historias sem 
Datas," and as one of the best stories, "Miss Dollar." 

The periodicalliterature of Brazil comprises now only 
about two reviews, the principal one of which is the quar
terly review published by the Historical, Geographical, 
and Ethnological Institute of Brazil-" Revista Trimen
sal do Instituto Historico Geographico e Ethnographico 
do Brazil," published at Rio, and of whicb the last number, 
comprising parts one and two, 1884, is forty-seven. It is 
a large, well-printed octavo volume of over eight h1mdred 
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pages, and is :filled principally with historical documenta. 
The "Law Review," also published at Rio, monthly, en
titled " O Direito Revista Mensal de Legislação, Doutrina 
e J urispruclencia," is :fillecl principally with jmiclical cle
cisions anel opinions. The latest number is over a year 
behind. A literary review had an existence of about three 
years, anel ceased a few years ago. 

The daily newspaper press is fairly represented. In 
Rio Janeiro the principal newspaper is the "J ornai do 
Commercio," established in 1827, daily circulation now 
twenty thousand, is printed ou a modern French pr~ss, 
on roll paper, at the rate of ten thousand an hour. It 
goes to press from 3 to 4 A. :r.r. Four thousand copies of 
this paper leave Rio every moruing for the province of 
São Paulo. The " Gazeta de Noticias," established in 
1876, is printed on a similar press as the last named, ::md 
goes to press from 2 to 3 A. M. The "Paiz," established 
in 1884, goes to press at midnight. These probably have 
each a smaller circulation than the " J ornai do Com
mercio." There is one small evening paper, ." Gazeta a 
Tarde," its specialty being the cause of the abolition of 
slavery. 

The press enjoys the greatest liberty. Public meas
ures and public meu are discussed with entire freedom, 
but without much personal abuse. The highest offi.cers 
of the Government are caricatured in illustrated papers 
with as much latitude as in the U nited States. As com
pared with English and American joumals, the Brazilian 
press would seem very unenterprising in respect to news. 
But political and social questiona are often treated in an 
eloquent manner. The " J ornai" publishes in full all 
the debates of the Senate and Ohamber of Deputies, anel 

• ali those of the Provincial Legisla·tl.u·e anel of the Muni-
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cipal Ohamber,. so that there are but few weeks in the 
year that the reacler is not fu·st greeted every morning, 
on taking up the great bmn-door sbeet, witb a couple of 
broadsides, more OT less, of speeches. .A.n important 
source of income of tbe journal in question is the pnbli
cation of anonymous communications on nearly any sub
ject, public or peTsonal, for pay. .A.nybody can bring bis 
views before the public in this way, by paying for tb.e 
publication of his article . 

.As a rule, ali tbe newspapers publish noveis asfeuille
tons at the bottom part by daily short cbapters. The cir
culation appears to be, in a very great degree, tbrough 
the newsboys. ·The Brn.zilian "Punch," OT paper of hu
mor, is an eight-paged illustrated periodical oi quarto 
size, entitled "Revista Illustrada," published at Rio, anel 
now in its ninth year of publication. Perhaps a good 
sample number would be that issued about the time of 
the crisis in tbe Dantas ministry, on account of the slav
ery question. On tbe :first page is a striking illustration 
entitled " A Medicai Oonference." Brazil, personiíied 
as an Indian maiden, lies sick, bolstered up in bed, anel 
covered with the bedclothes nearly to her bosom, wbich, 
like her arms, is bare. On one side, near tbe head of the 
couch, sits the Emperor in a deeply meditative mood, 
his legs cross~d, anel bis chin resting in his left hand. 
On the opposite side of the couch is a grOU].) of Brazilian 
statesmen, readily distiuguishable by their portraits, in the 
center of which is Senator Dantas, the prime minister, 
holding in bis right hand a bottle of medicine labeled 
with his project of emancipation. On his right are rep
resented Senators Affonso Celso and Ohristiano Ottoni, 
and on his left Senators Sinimbú, Martinho Campos, Co
tigipe, Paulino, and João Alfredo. The chief meclical 
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officer (Senator Dantas) _:. "We all agree that the patient 
suffers from acute abolition. W ell, I think that with this 
remedy of mine she will soou recover. If my colleagues 
of the Senate think otherwise, let them express their 
opinions, anel we will discuss what are the best means 
of saving the country. If auy one has a more effective 
l'emedy, let him present it." Affonso Celso (aside): "You 
will not catch us! That is our secret." Ohristiano Ot
toni : " What they want is to take charge of the patient 
without responsibility. \Vhat fine doctors!" "And what 
will the nurse" (the Emperor) "of the patient say? " 

Another illustration represents the figure of a female 
lying under a tree in the desert, with this text: "All who 
have seen the 'Africana' of Meyerbeer lmow how Selika 
died. Poor thing!" 

This is followed by an illustration of an Indian :female 
lying under a big tree; the carriage of a minister of state 
passing near; anel below, this text : " Brazil, sleeping un
cler the shacle of the nw?·tife1'a mancenill~a, runs equally 
great risk. N uinerous governments passed indillerent dm
ing long years." 

The whole of the last page is devoted to the " Oar
riage of State conducted by the Oonservatives." A figure 
1·epresenting the Emperor sits bareheaclecl on the back 
seat, reading a book; opposite, facing him, sits Brazil, 
still personified as an Inclian maiden. On the top is a 
slave family. The driver's eeat is occupiecl by the chief 
of the Conservative party, Baron Cotigipe, whose team is 
a big turtle and· a crab; the reins which he holds are fast
ened to the turtle's mouth, and he is bending forward to 
apply the lash. A prominent Oonservative senator is rid
ing the crab, which is turning o:ff at right angles from 
the turtle. Sm1ator Teixeira is pushing at one of the 
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wheels. A yoke of oxen are hitched behind, with heads 
toward the carriage, to prevent it from going too fast; 
and, to retard the motion still more, Senator J unqueira is 
represented as pulling back on the hind wheel; while Seu
ator Paulino, facing to the rear, appears to be holding 
hack strongly by means of the oxen's tails, the ends of 
which he holds :firmly over his sl1oulder. Senator OoiTeia 
is standing up belúnd the carriage, making a speech. 



CHAPTER XV . 

.A.GRICULTURE .A.ND STOCK-R.A.ISING. 

BR.A.ZIL is pre-eminentiy n.n agricultUl'ai country, yet 
its agriculture differs from that of the United States and 
Europe as much in its methods as in its products. The 
surface of the land is so abruptly broken that it does not 
generally admit of the use of the plow and the more 
model'n impiements, and yet there are important areas 
where tJ:lese imp1ements couid be used to advantage, and 
there is some increase in their introduction. As a ruie, 
the hoe is the main impiement for :field-cultUl'e. As the 
soil in Brazil, especially in the co:ffee regions, is a :firm, 
red clay, mixed with grave], the hoe necessarily is about 
twice as heavy and large as the field-hoe in common use 
in tbe Unite"d States. It often takes the place of a grub
hoe. I have seen a p1atoon of hands in one rank moving 
over a :field of low bushes, which they weTe leveling with 
the hoe and apparently breaking the soil at the same time. 
The . cbeapest ones, say those of iron, and weighing two 
and a half pounds, range in price from threé dollars and 
eighty-nine cents per dozen upward. They are imported 
in barreis o:f ten dozen in a barrei, principally from Eng
land, and six hundred tbousand hoes are imported and 
disposed of at Rio annua11y. The upper half of the hoe 
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is generally painted in green or some other fancy color, 
and I have seen samples at co:ffee exhibitions that we1·e 
even gilded. Another implement in considerable use is a 
sort of knife about as long and heavy as a cleaver, curved 
at the end, fastened to a long woode1,1 handle, and in 
planting is used both to open the soil and cover the ~eed. 

A Po11Dguese, who at the latter part of the last cent
ury wrote on the agricultru·e of Brazil, represented that 
the Indians in planting corn used a stick, the end of 
which had been burned and sharp pointed, to open the 
ground for the seed and to covcr it. He shows that the 
destruction of the timber in order to plarnt was the same 
then as now, that the system of the white people was 
scarcely better than that of the natives, and he eloquently 
laments such waste of timber, as well as the lack on the 
part of the settlers of the use o:f the plow. Probably less 
than two thousand plows, and all imported, a1·e sold at Rio 
in the course of a year. A good breaking-plow retails at 
from twenty to thirty dollars, and a common plow, such 
as would be used with one yoke of oxen, at teu to twelve 
dollars each. The latter sort of plow appears to have the 
preference, as one yoke of oxen is the most convenient 
team for its usi3. The Government discriminates in favor 
of agricultura} implements,· and the transportation of 
them on Government railroads is cheap. 

Oo:ffee is the leading crop, and, though grown princi
pally in the three large provinces near Rio, is raised suc
cessfully)n every province except perhaps the two most 
southerly ones. Its production is increasing very consid
erably, especially in the province of São Paulo, in the 
vicinity of new lines of railway and newly opened lines 
of river navigation. Take the whole country together, 
and the co:ffee-crop is destined to have a greatly increased 
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elevelopment. Sugar-cane, cotton, maize, tobacco, anel up
land rice are readily grown in every province. While 
many of the co:ffee-plantations are kept very clean anel 
have a beautiful appearance, both from their great extent 
anel the mingleel colors of the soil anel plant, yet ordi
narily agriculture presents a shiftless appearance. The 
smaller crops, like maize, are planteel on patches from 
which bushes or timber have been recently about half cut 
and half burneel off, and the soil of which has never felt 
the plow. The coffee tree or bush varies from eight to 
twelve feet in height, according to age anel richness 9f 
soil, anel is one of the most beautiful of proeluctive plants. 
Its stem is two to thl'ee inches in diameter, anel of a elrab 
color. Its foliage is abundant, anel of a rich dark-green 
color, the leaves being enameleel on the upper siele, pos
sessmg a graceful, tapering form, about five inches in 
length anel two inches in wielth at the widest part. Its 
abunelant blossoms are of a delicate white color, anel a 
single one resembles in shape anel size a separate lilac
:fiower. 

The berry grows on slender branches with scarcely 
any more stem than that of an acorn, and, when reaely 
for gathering, has a browuish-reel color. Picture to your
self pllllilp, fully ripe, anel fi.nely colored crai:tberries or 
cherries strung upon long twigs amid the foliage I have 
mentioned, anel you will have a fair idea of how a co:ffee
tree looks when its frnit is reaely to pick. At this time . 
the berty, ou being helel between the thumb anel.finger, is 
firm to the touch. Ou cutting it open, the skin appears 
tongher than the toughest grape-skin. A rather thin 
coating of juicy, sweet, anel not unpleasant pulp is found 
to surrounel the two coffee-beans within, anel which are 
inclosed each in its separate husk or shell. As a single 
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tree will sometimes ha;ve a bushel or two of such fruit, 
one ca,n imagine that thousanels of them together will 
present a hanelsome appearance ; all the more beautiful, 
ineleed, from the thought that their procluct coustitutes 
one of man's chief luxurie~. 

Ooffee is principally grown by slave labor on large 
plantations, situated on sides of high hills anel even upon 
mountains, often quite steep ; such lanel being preferreel 
because it is richer, and because, being elevateel, it is safer 
from frost. In recent years the total yielel has reacheel 
the immense quantity of about six million bags, or say 
fully seveu hnnelred million pounds each year, being 
sufficient to supply each inhabitant of the Uniteel 
States with twelve pouncls I The actual export of co:ffee 
from Brazil to the U nitecl States has amounted in 
the lll!test years to about four hundred million pouncls 
a year. 

I have lately seen most hLruriant co:ffee-plantations ou 
pmple clay soil of great elepth, which, without manuring, 
has constantly produceel either sugar-cane or co:ffee for 
forty years, anel which seems inexhaustible. For land of 
that quality yet in an nnimproveel anel wilel condition, anel 
situatecl near a' railroad, anel upwarel of a hundrecl miles 
from a seaport, seventy dollars an acre woulcl be askecl. 
There are, however, wilcl tracts of similat· coffee-land now 
coverecl with timber, situated a hundrecl miJes or more 
from some of the present railway terminations in the 
province .of São Paulo: which could be bought at about 
ten elollars an acre, but which, from the expense of trans
portation, are not now available for cultivation. N ow 
would probably be a good time to settle ou them anel 
"grow up with the country," as, after the railroads reach 
them, they wil1 be very desirable for plantations, provided 
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always that the rates of transportation are not too ex
cessive. 

It does not pay to cultivate less than about twelve 
thousand trees, which would require thirty-six acres of 
land. A faithful man with a paU.· of mules and a plow 
could keep such a plantation clean, and could besides 
raise corn, rice, and beans enough for his household and 
animais. I t is usual to raisc these other crops between 
the rows of coffee-trees till the latter are in bearing condi
tion. The coffee-tree sometimes begins to yield at the 
age of three years. It flowe1:s in A ugust and September · 
(a second flowering in November and December, and 
sometimes a till.rd one in J anuary, also have some yield), 
and developing slowly ripens in Apri.l and May, and be
gins to come to the market in J une. A crop year, there
fore, dates from the 1st of J uly in each year and lasts 
until June 30th of the next year. It is gathered by strip
ping it by hand from the branches, and often with haste 
and carelessness, taking the leaves with it. While some 
gather it into baskets lnmg around their necks, others 
simply let it fall upon the ground, a practice very differ
ent from the system in Java, where the coffee-berries are 
carefully picked one by one and deposited in a dish or 
basket. There, lmder Dutch administration, one family 
will cultivate :five hundred trees, while in Brazil a single 
hand in the province of Rio de Janeiro cultivates from 
three to seven thousand trees. Besides, in Brazil a great 
deal of co:ffee is picked before it is ripe. It is also in
jured sometimes by being left too long a time on the 
ground after it has been picked. 

The average yield per year in.the province of Rio de 
Janeiro !Í..s three fourths of a pound per tree; in the prov
ince of Minas-Geraes a little m<:>re ; in the province of São 
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Paulo a pound and a hal:f per tree, while in the vicinity 
o f Campinas, a very fertile coffee- prodncing region in 
the same province, the average yield is almost two pounds 
per tree, or say fourteen and a half bags of one hundred 
and thirty-two pounds each per one thousand trees. 

The coffee-tree is very sensitive. The injmies it is 
liable to are from frost, hail, excessive sunshine, which 
shrivels the fruit when green and tender; depredations 
by a small butterfly, which ~eposits its eggs o:o. the leaves ; 
but most of all an ant, which is half an inch in length, 
and which undermines the tree. The larger plantations 
annually expend a thousand dollars and upward, each, for 
bisulphide.of carbon to destroy these ants. Usually coffee 
is hulled or thrashed-mechanically-after it is ripe and 
dry. The machinery for cleaning coffee and putting it in 
its most attractive condition for the market is expensi v e, 
and on the large plantations, which are occasionally found 
equipped with enterprise, sometimes costs from :fifteen 
to thirty tbousand dollars ; and the machinery necessary 
for cleaning tbe crop 0f a smaU farm could hardly be pro
cured for less than three thousand dollars. Many immi
grant coffee-farmers are conseqnently obliged to send their 
co.ffee to market in a crude condition, and to submit to a 
heavy deduction in price on that account. In other lo
calities they can "go to mill" with their crude coffee, and 
get it hu1led at about half a cent per pound. 

A great improvement in the process of hulling coffee 
has been introduced through the machinery invented and 
manufactured by Mr. William V an Vleck Lidgerwood, of 
Morristown, N. J., who has devoted many years to the 
work, and achieved great success. Ris machinery is ac
knowledged in Brazil to have caused an important saving, 
not only of labor · but of life. The title of comma;ruia-
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dor, conferred upon him by tha Brazilian Government, 
was certainly a very slight recognition of the great service 
he has rendered to the industry of the country. From 
the plantation coffee is taken in coarse and often patched 
sacks, which bear the planter's name, and are afterward re
turned to him, on mules or in squeaking wooden-wheeled 
ox-carts to the nearest railway-station, wb.ence it is canied 
by rail way at very high rates of transportation to the sea
port. Arrived at the market, the first quantities say in 
June or July, it has before shipment to go through sev
eral hands, each taking a liberal pro:fit: First, into the 
hands of the planter's agent, generally the creditor of the 
planter, and whom he charges from six to twelve per 
cent interest for loans. The agent sells the co:ffee to the 
" dealer," and charges the planter three per cent of the 
price for his services. The dealer manipulates the coffee, 
mixing different sorts together, and puts it into bags. 
He seUs to the exporter th.rough a broker, who receives 
:fifty reis (at present about two cents) from the dealer, 
and a lili:e amount from the exporter, on each bag. The 
broker's charge has by law been reduced to one :fiith per 
cent of the value of the coffee, but as yet the regulation 
is not complied with. Besides tpese several charges, there 
are heavy expenses for cartage. After the co:ffee arrives 
at Rio, it is conveyed from the railway-station to the 
agent's store; afterward to the dealer's store, and thence 
to the docks or place of shipment, being transported 
each time through narrow streets by mule-power, in some 
cases by tramway, and handled by costly labor. In ali 
the various cartages from the time it leaves the plantation 
there is considerable wastage. 

Owing to the large production, and the medium qual
ity of the coffee, jts price during the past two or three years 
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has been unusually low, varying from six to twelve cents 
per pound. It had not been so cheap before since the year 
1857. It gradually rose after that year to be worth sev
enteen cents a pound for "good first" in 1864, then de
clined, and remained for several years at about eleven 
cents per pound, after which it rose to seventeen cents in 
1871-'72, and to twenty-three cents in 1873- '74-a period 
w hen the crop was light. 

A firm in New York, which had received from Rio 
some co:ffee which had been arti:ficially colored, sent back 
word to the exporter: "Don't paint any more co:ffee; we 
can paint better here." When the time comes that coffee 

. shall be cultivated by intelligent labor, it will be twice as 
good as it now is. Thus, we a1l have an interest in the 
progress and improvement of Brazilia~ industry. 

Indian corn, or maize, is grown successfully in all parts 
of the country, and forros one of the principal crops. 
N one, however, appears to be exported ; on the contrary, 
on account of the t;lxpense of bringing it from the interior, 
the prin.cipal seaports h ave been compelled to import some 
of their supply from abroad. In recent years the impor
tation from the Ri ver PlaJ;e to Rio has averaged about 
one hundred and fifteen thousand sacks per year, at say 
two dollars per sack. 

The Brazilian maize is generally the yellow sort, of 
medium-sized kernel, and is produced the most extensively 
in the provinces · of Minas-Geraes and São Paulo, both 
adjoining the province of Rio de Janeiro. It is planted 
by hand in the months of September and October, and 1s 
·usually hoed twice. A common way of doing on new 
lands is to :first cut the underbrusb, burn it, and thereby 
kill the timber, and afterward plant the ground with corn, 
the yield being about forty bushels to · the acre. The 
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next, or a second season afterward, a new piece of timber 
may be treated in tbe same way. N aturally tbere is some 
outcry against sucb a devastating system, but it avails lit
tle. However, a few farrners are beginning to manure 
tbe soil. A farm with good running water, and fair 
soil, may be surely remunerative in raising corn and 
hogs. 

The richest sugar-producing district of Brazil lies on 
the· eastern border of the province of Perpambuco, where 
it has been. under cultivation two h1mdred and :fifty years. 
It is linked in history with hard-fougbt wars between tbe 
Portuguese settlers-who were finally conquerors of the 
country-aud the natives, the French, and the Dutch, and 
still shows some traces of a quarter of a century of Dutch 
government, and especially of the administration of that 
able statesman, Prince Maurice of Nassau. The Dutch 
occupied au important part of Bra.zil, including Pernam
buco, thirty-seven years, from 1624 to 1661, and then, 
throúgh the. in:fl.u{mce of England and France, were made 
to yield it up to Portugal. It would have been better for 
the rest of Brazil, probably, if so thrifty a nationality had 
remained as a near neighbor. 

The cultivation of cane by the Amer:i.can colony in 
the province of São Paulo, three hnndred miles southwest 
of Rio, is in this manner: new land is bioken by the 
plow; joints of cane are laid lengthwise in the furrow, 
either in J anuary, February, or March, and covered. It 
requires thirteen months for the crop to mature. A sec
ond crop will spring up and mature from the ro.ot nearly 
as good as the first, and sometimes a third crop. · Planted 
in J anuary, it is generálly a foot or two out of the ground 
in May. A :field of cane should be kept free from weeds, 
and needs to be hoed or worked with the culti v ator four 
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times. It is usuaUy cut in May, J une, and J uly. Where 
the plow is used, farmers cultivate six or seven acres to the 
hand, aud subsistence crops- corn, beans, etc.- enough to 
sustain the farm. Mules are used in plowing, and oxen 
invariably with carts for transportation. Labor, and very 
unreliable, costs forty cents per day for about teu hours' 
work, by one hand, or about ten dollars a month, food in
cluded. Much of the cane is used for making spirits, and 
the necessary outfit with machinery for profitably cultivat
ing fi.fty acres of cane continuously will cost about twelve 
thousand dollars. Some of the accidents the cane-crop is 
liable to are, frost when it is tender, and :fire when it is 
ripe. Medi um land, with some light timber, in the vicin
ity of the American colony, can be bought at three dollars 
an acre. There are plantations in the far interior which 
have come down intact through several generations, and 
which, although embracing an area of :fifty or more square 
miles, produce only meager SIDJ>lus products. A little 
maize, sugar, and rum will be about all there will be to 
sell. Such of the cane-juice as can not be conveniently 
made into sugar will be put into a vat, and, after ferment
ing, will be distilled into rum ; and this frequently forros 
the most remnnerative par-t of the crop. Often as any 
way it will be carried to market, thirty miles or more, in 
EIDall dug-out kegs, slung over the backs of mules. On 
these plantations the plow has never yet been seen. 

What are called the central sugar-mills have small iron 
railways .extend:ing five or six miles in different directions 
over the cane-growing land, and they pay two dollars and 
a half to three dollars per ton of cane delivered on the 
cars. The industry is remunerative. There are some 
splendid sugar estates in the vicinity of the city of Campos, 
province of Rio de Janeiro. Brazil's export of sugar 
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averages about :five hundred million pounds a year, of the 
value of fomteen million dollars. 

The poetry 0f hay-making under the Southern Cross 
will have to wait till some futme age, perhaps till N ature in 
her throes has elevated the Amazon plains. In a country 
where there is grazing the year round, hay can not be ex
pected to :figure largely as a crop. Still, there is .a demand 
for it in the cities, and the supply called aifaifa comes 
from the Ri ver Plate. American sailing- vessels some
times bring cargoes of it in bales from that region to Rio, 
where it is worth thirty dollars and upward a ton; but its 
:fiber is qoarse and it is inferior to good timothy. Some 
forty thousand bales of hay are annually imported at 
Rio from the River Plate, and occasionally a few bales 
come from Lisbon. The kinds of grass which :flourish 
natmally ÍD; Brazil are the creeping ginger-grass, the most 
common for cattle, called in Portuguese capim gengibre 
?·asteiro, and the botanical name of which is Paspalilum 
pastorm; and the honey-grass, called capim melado, 
and the botanical name of which is Kebnis glAtfiÍ!Jwsa. 
The latter springs up spontaneously after land has been 
cleared of timber. It is quite fragrant, a little sticky 
when handled, and good in fattening cattle, but rather . 
weak~ning for working animais. Wben fully gro\vn, say 
iu J une, it is nearly two feet high, and has a reddish top 
like the American red-top grass; patches and sides of hills 
and mountains covered with it in June have ared appear
ance. There is a1so a garden grass used for lawns and 
borders, which has a wide but tender blade-. 
, Ootton js another leading crop of Brazil, and may be 
grown in every province. The ani).ual export amounts to 
so:me thirty million pounds, of the value of two million 
dollars. The cotton-growing districts have fewer marks 
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of wealth than are found in the sugar districts. In grow
ing cottou, in the province of São Paulo, for example, it 
is usual to begin in July 01~ August. to clear the land and 
burn the brush; then, after a rain, to plow-if in a loca:lity 
where the plow is used-or break the land with the hoe. 
In September or October manure is sometimes scattered 
in furrows four or five feet apart; afterward the fm-row 
is reopened by the plow and the seeds are dropped in it 
by hand and covered very lightly with the plow or harrow. 
The cotton comes up in about a week, and two or three 
weeks afterward is plowed and hoed, and thence on is 
plowed and hoed every two or three weeks until the latter 
part of January, in which month it is generally in blos
som. The picking commences about March, and the 
whole :field is picked over once in fifteen or twenty days, 
lmtil the crop is wholly gathered, which may be in June 
or J uly. It is common to plant from teu to twelve 
acres to the hand, in addition to enough sma11 c1:ops for 
the home subsistence. At picking-time the wol"h:ing 
force is fl-equently doubled, and the price of labor is 
twelve to :fifteen cents for picking thirty-three pounds. 
The cotton is put up in bales of one hundred and tlürty
two pounds, and the average yield is two and a half bales 
per acre. The gross l'ettu'll pe1• acre is about thirty-two 
dollars. The cotton-phnt is liable to damages from ants 
and caterpillars. The latter are killed wíth Paris-green, 
which, however, itself injures the plant very much. At
tacks by the ants have to be watched and guarded against 
from the time the plant is up till it is fully grown. The 
common way of destroying them is by pouring bisul
phide o f carbon in to their nests. Cotton is sometimes cut 
and the old root left to sprout and bear another crop, but 
the practice is not followed by the best farmers, as in-
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creased labor is required for cultivation, and it does not 
iu any case yield more than an inferior crop. 

An important substituta for the potato, especially 
among people of .African descent, is the mandioca, a vege
table indigenous to the country, and found cultivated by 
the natives on the arrival of the first Europeans. Like 
the potato, it grows beneath the soil, and is shaped some
what like a long sweet-potato, though more on the root 
order, and has a skin darker and thicker. The stalk is 
taller and sti:ffer than- that of the common potato, and a 
iield of it has a bluish-green color. Of the two sorts in 
use, one is cooked like the potato, but has a :firmer and 
more nutty consistency and fiavor. The other sort has a 
poisonous quality in its green state, but after a peculim
process of fermentation is macle into a coarse meal, the 
faTinl~a of Brazil, which is eaten commonly by labor

. ers in its raw state, mixed with a fatty gravy, and by peo
ple in general after a brief cooking in butter. A dish of 
dry far,inlw is on every Brazilian table, and is eaten 
habitually mixed with stewed black beans. Some quan
tities of mandioca-meal ha ve also been exported to Emqpe 
to be mannfactmed into tapioca. The v-alue of the export 
amounts to some three hundred thousand clollars a year. 
About twenty million ponncls of . the meal are annnally 
received at the port of Rio. 

Rice is cultivatecl ali over the country, but principa1ly 
as an upland crop. It is habitually used cooked in a little 
fat and with small bits o f tomato. N ot enough is raised 
for home consumption. Five million pounds of rice of 
domestic growth are annually received at Rio. Beans, 
and especially black beans, which forro the common sub
sistence, are often grown as a separate crop, and are also 
frequently _planted in the corn-hills at the last hoeÍng, anel 
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matme in three months. Twenty-five miUion pounds of 
beans of domestic growth are received at Rio in the course 
of a year. 

Another of Brazil's important crops is tobacco, which 
is grown throughout the empire, though the principal 
tobacco-producing province is Bahia. Comparing the 
minute description given by Antonil at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century with the processes employed on 
the great majority of the tobacco-p1antatious to-day, it 
will be-seen that little advance h_as been made. The au
nual export is iifty million pounds, of the value of from 
three to folll" million dollars. The export tax ou tobacco 
in Bahia, national anel provincial together, amounts to 
eighteen per cent. 

·The organ:izations :for the promotion of agriculture 
are scarcely worth notice. There is no European coun
try, except Turkey, so behindhand in such matters. A 
thin agricultural monthly magazine Í!;! published at Rio, 
but it does not as yet impart much in:formaJtion on the 
subject of agriculture. 

The average wages of a free working-man at agricult
ural work, and in contracts for iive months, aTe a milreis 
-thirty-six cents-a day, with board anel lodging. At 
such wages he is expected to do all the work of cultivat
ing three thousand co.ffee-trees, anel o:f gatheTing and tak
ing care of the crop; or, what is equivalent, to cultivate 
three anel a hal:f acres o:f cane, yielding, from sixteen hun
dred to six thousand four hundred pounds o:f sugar, worth 
six dollars per hundred pounds. He would not be able 
to cut all of the cane grown on three anel a half acres, as 
it has to be cut in a sl1ort time, but he would do his part 
of the cutting. Besides, he would, in cultivating other 
products, like maize, beans, anel vegetables, ap.cl in tending 
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stock, raise the provisions necessary for the subsistence of 
bimself and family. 

The means of diversion aud recreation among tbis 
class are limited. Perbaps one free agricultura! working
man in every teu -say in the province of São Paulo, w hich 
ís one of the most advanced-can read; but among wom
en the number that can read is less. On Sundays and 
holidays the men visit the neighboring village · or town, 
wbere sometimes there is a horse-race. Once in a while 
an ordinary circus comes round, which they attend. In a 
community of small farmers, when on a holiday a num
ber are assembled socially, pitching quoits is not an uncom
mon amusement. On such occasions, the women present, 
young and old, will sit looking on, smoking tobacco in 
pipes, a habit which is very common among women in the 
rural districts. Fishing with the rod is a common diver
sion of both sexes. .A.t weddings, baptisms, and cill·is
tenings; when a Jarge party of relatives and fdends are 
assembled, there is dancing on the earth :floor of the 
dwelling, when for music some of the men play a monot
onous strain on the banjo, the violin also being some
times used, and the women accompanying on the castanet 
and tambourine. Thrashing "bees " of both sexes are 
frequent, when the people tread out the beans and rice 
with their feet. In some localities these gatherings afiord 
almost the only opportunity which the yonng. women 
have to display their good clresses, of which they some
times bri.ng a trunkfnl, and thus in the com·se of .the 
dance, through the night, appear in clifferent gowns. 

In these communities the subsistence consists of man~ 
dioca-meal, stewed black beans, chickens, which are usu
ally very abundant, pork, rice, sweet-potatoes, and yams. 
Coffee, which is freshly roasted every two or three days, is 
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served frequently during the day, and always, among rich 
and poor,. when a visitor comes in. It is served in small 
cups, without milk, and is sweetened with home-made 
sugar. Water is always kept ready to boil, in order to 
prepare coffee at short notice. W omen, as well as men, 
occasionally taJre a glass of the rum of the country (wlúch 
smells much better than it tastes), but the former scarcely 
ever, and the latter seldom, d.rink to great excess. W omen 
go to confession once a year. As bearing on this usage, I 
may state that a perfectly authentic case has been related 
to me of fl.agrant breach of con:fidence on the part of a 
priest, though probably unintentional. In many of the 
rural communities women seem to do more work than the 
men. Besides labor in the house, they carry meals, often 
a great distance, to the m:en in the fields, and come home 
lugging wood. Not unfi'equently, in the more remote 
regions, men beat their wi ves, and the happiest couples 
in such cases are those who are not legally married, and 
who live together but a short time. The walls and roofs 
of the dwellings of these people are often in an unfinished 
state ; but "when it rains, the man can't do the work ; 
when it don't rain, the work is unuecessary." 

Stock-raising js one of the most interesting pursnits in · 
Brazil, and is hrgely carried on in the south b01·der prov
ince oi Rio Grande do Sul, which is estimated to contain 
ten million head of cattle. The American vice-consul 
there, Mr. William A. Preller, states that the industry is 
almost wholly in the hands of the natives. It is very 
difficult for strangers to acquire suitable lands, they being 
transmitted to heirs and frequently allotted as marriage 
p01·tions. The owner of a good piece of herding-land 
will malre almost any sacrifice to purchase any adjoining 
lot that may be for sale, rather thau let it go into strange 
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hands; and ready cash is commonly scarce with holders 
of leagues of breeding-land and hnndreds of cattle. 

The estanceie?·o, as the larger cattle-raiser is called, 
"little acquainted with the luxuries of town-life, lives 
almost in primitive simplicity, and with an abundance of 
meat, yerba-maté tea, aud mandioca-fl.om·, for himself, 
family, and servants; a good stock of plate and jewelry 
in his house, good horses, with rich trappings for himseli, 
and an occasional game of cards with his ne1ghbors, he 
leads a 1azy and easy life,· suitable to the temperament of 
the genuine Brazilian." 

The value of land varies in proportion to the quality 
of the pasture, water-supply, and situation, say from teu 
to thirty thousand dollars for a tract of three thousand 
braças square, which would be a tract over four miles 
square, or over teu· thousand acres. Stock cattle, mostly 
cows and yearlings, with a few bulls, sell at from :five 
to si.x dollars, · one with the other, but, for butchery 
consumption, twelve to thirteen dollars is tbe current 
price for good selection. It is in part from the hides of 
these cattle tbat tbe Americana get tbeir leather. The 
sale is often made on tbe raising-ground, but not infre
quently the cattle are sent in a herd of from three to 
:five ~undred head for public sale at Pelotas, the center 
of the salade1•os, and where the slaughter amounts to 
two hundred and sixty thousand head a year. The breed 
is principa1ly the long-horned cattle originally brought 
from Spain and Portugal, and of large size. Some of the 
cows, which are large and have long borns, yield a good 
quantity of milk. One of these cows, of the breed called 
Caragua, native of the province of Paraná, of which I 
had a photograph taken at Piracicaba, measnred fom· 
feet :five inches in height, eight feet two inches length 



25'8 BRAZIL: ITS OON"DITION AND PROSPEOTS. 

of body, and four feet seven inches between tips of 
horns. Age, nine years. 

Mr. Preller states that the means of transportation 
are very inferior, though gradually impToving, as several 
bridges have been constructed oveT the rivers, which, 
from streamlets easi1y waded in the summer, become, 
during the winter months, Ol' after heavy 1·ains, most 
violent torrents, and quite impracticable for the passage 
of cattle or wagons, causing often a delay of many days. 
The roads, he says, have no claim whatevel' to the name, 
and are merely the tracks made by the ox-carts and hoofs 
of passing cattle driven in to the saladeros for slaughter. 
If the transport, which remains to be seen, can be made 
by milway; the cattle will then be brought to mm·ket in 
fewer hoill's than days now actually necessary; and in 
good condition, instead of worn and diminished in num
ber till·ough casualties on the road, caused by drought, in- · 
sufficient noUTishment, and passage of ftooded rivers, to 
say nothing of the tribe of drivers and horses indispen
sable for the safe driving. 

In regard to fruit-cultUTe in BTazil, I would state that 
neither olives, figs, nor lemons are grown for commercial 
purposes. Figs are grown, andare occasionally seen fresh 
in the market. The lemons are small, and have a green 
skin. Grape·cultm:e appears as yet to be in its infancy, 
though German and other colonists are giving increased 
attention to it. Grapes are successfully grown in the in
terior at an elevation of two thousand feet: as well as on 
the warmer lowland of the coast. The best results are 
obtained on sloping ground with gravelly soiL At Rio, 
Isabella grapes of domestic growth retail at twenty to 
forty cents a pound. Oranges grow in ali parts of the 
empire, but it is only in the vicinity of Rio and Bahia 
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that really good ones are produced. Large quantities are 
consumed in the country, and a few million are exported 
in bulk to the neighboring countries, Uruguay and the 
Argentine Republic. 

As Pernambuco is distinguished for its good pine
app1es, so is Rahia-about midway between that port 
and Rio- distinguished for its large, sweet, and delicious 
oranges, the favorite variety being the Umbigo, which is 
without seeds. It begins to ripen about May and la.sts till 
September. I succeeded in bringing some of these oranges 
in a good condition from Bahia to the ·united States. 
Sweet and excellent oranges are also prodnced exten
sively in the vicinity of Rio, though there is a tendency 
to crowd them on the market be:fore they are fully ripe. 
The old Braz:ilians say that oranges are not fit to eat till 
the month o:f August. The more common kind is the 
Siletta, which when ripe has a sweet and delicate flavor 
not much inferior to the finest Florida oranges. It also 
has the size and forro of a good Florida 01·ange. When 
ripe the skin has a tinge of green mixe~ with yellow. 
These Silettas, when they first appear in the market, say 
in the month of April, are retailed at eight cents each, 
while duriug the month of June or July they can be had 
at a cent each. This variety is the 01·ange of cornmerce, 
and of which, as I have said, large quantities are exported 
in lmlk to the River Plate countries. The price paid for 
them at the orchard in J une, say at Villa Nova, an easy 
-day's carriage from Rio, partly by water, is two dollars 
per thousand. 

Another variety, and which is mnch used for the 
table, is the Tangerina; it is smaller than the Siletta, has 
an orange-yellow skin that breaks easily in peeling, and 
an aromatic odor; it contains many seeds, and has some-
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what of a strawberry :fl.avor and color. It ripens at the 
same time as the Siletta. Another good variety is the 
Natal, which is particularly valuable for its ripening 
about the time of Ohristmas. 

There is not much information of value to communi
cate in respect o f culti vation. There is none of that en
thusiasm in orange-growing in Brazil that there is in 
Florida. One sees orange-trees in almost every garden, 
but mn.ny of them bear only natura~ and worthless fruit. 
Generally orange-orchards whlch yield frnit for the mar
ket are situa.te.d on low and somewhat sandy land, the 
selection being in:fl.uenced by the facilities of water b·ans
portation. The young trees are planted in the months of 
April and May, though sometimes· they are planted in 
March; also in February, if the latter month be rainy. 
In the following August the trees are budded, provided, 
as is usually the case, they have got a good start. The 
trees are planted about fi.fteen feet apart; begin to bear 
in fi.ve or six years, yielding twenty to thirty m·anges 
each, and then continue to increase for ten years after, 
when they are in full bearing and produce from two to 
three h1mdred 01·anges per tree. They continue fruitful 
thirty years or more, according to cultivation. In the 
most farvorable circumstances a tree will produce one thou
sand oranges in a year. Trees fully grown are pruned a 
little twice a year. 

The oranges are gathered by knocking them from the 
limbs with a pole, so that a piece o:f .the twig two or three 
inches in length adheres to them, and are allowed to lie 
on the ground a few hours to dry before being picked 
up. One man will knock o:ff and gather about three thou
sand oranges per day, at wages of one milreis per day, and 
his mea1s. It costs about sixty to eighty dollars a year for 
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the labor to cultivate and take care of one thonsand trees. 
Different crops are sometimes raisecl between the trees 
when they are young. Oranges are liable to attack and 
injury by a large black ant, which eats the leaves, and 
which is destroyed by pouring bisu1phide of carbon into 
the ants' nest in the ground ; also by a black bee, about 
the size of a common fiy, anel which is destroyed by burn
ing its nest. Brazilian oranges will stanel a voyage of 
about twenty days. They are exporteel to some extent 
from the northern ports of Brazil to the Uniteel States. 

Rio buys many good apples anel pears from the River 
Plate countries. For some years a large ship-load o:f 
Baldwin apples has arrived at Rio from Boston, either 
in December or J anuary, which have generally been re
tailed at eight cents apiece. 

Of small fruits there are scarcely any in the Rio mar
ket. Strawberries could be cu1tivateel, but they are solel 
as yet on1y by the saucerful. There are neither black
berries, raspberries, blueberries, gooseberries, nor cur
rants. However, a smaU blackberry and a species of 
raspberry are found growing wild on the highlands 
about Rio, anel eloubtless they could be cultivated. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

TIIE .A.MAZON V ALL "EY. 

BRAZIL possesses, in the Amazon, the greatest river 
system in the world. Mal'ked improvements h:we been 
made in the last twenty yeru.·s in the means of travei up 
and doWn. its waters. 'The point of starting for up river 
is the city of Pará, sitnated on the Pará Ri ver, and which 
is generally regarded as one of the outlets of the Amnzon. 
I visited that city on the American steamer Aelvance, in 
July, 1885. It looks low from. the water, yet has a fair 
elevation, and many of its streets .are well paveel anel h ave 
a modem appearance. The passengers, ladies as well as 
men, ali laiel in a stock of "Panama '' hats, which there 
can be bought for about :fifty cents each. In going up 
from the ocean the Pará River, after getting within a 
few miJes of the city, resembles the Missouri in its 
broadest part, both in the light color of the water anel the 
low, wooded banks. 

The Amazon. Steam Navigation Company receives a 
subsiely from the .Brazilian Govemment of two hundred 
thousand elollars a year, and runs screw anel other steamers 
regularly from Pará to distant ports on the upper Amazon 
anel its principal tributaries. The traveler or merchant 
can in about ten elays from the time he leaves the United 
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States reach Pará, and in :fifteen to twenty days more 
may :find himself almost at the foot of the Andes, with 
no more discõrnfort than is experienced in a steamboat 
trip ou the Missouri. Good steamers leave Pará the 1st, 
10th, and 20th of each month for Manáos ou the Amazon, 
at the mouth of the ri ver Negro, nine hundred and twen
ty-seven miles from Pará, stopping n,t about nine places, 
and making the trip in eight days; :first-class fare, board 
included, one hundred milreis, or say forty dollars. There 
is a good deal of di:fference in the steamers. Proba1>Iy on 
the most of them passengers will sleep at night in theú· 
own hammocks, swung over the deck in a miscellaneous 
crowd, where pigs scamper over the deck in the capacity 
of scavengers. On the other hand, there are steamers 
runnh).g as far up as lvianáos, like the Manáos, of the Bra
ziliau ·N orthern N avigation Oompany, which are as fine 
as any ocean-steamer. 

A steamer leaves Manáos the 28th of each month for 
Iqutos in Pem; distance, eleven huudred and :fifty-two 
miles, and fare :fifty dollars. To Tabatinga, on the bound-
3/ry of Peru, the fare is thirty-fi v e dollars. A steamer 
leaves Pará for San Antonio, at the head of navigation ou · 
the Madeira Ri ver, the 7th of every month; distance, 
seventeen hundrecl and twenty-three miles ; fare, eighty 
dollars. .A steamer leaves Pará for up the Purus, auother 
of the remarkable navigable streams of Brazil, the 17th of 

· every month. Distance t<'> Anajas, .the end of the route, 
twenty-three hundred and eighty-seven miles. The fare 
to Hyutanahan is eighty-six dollars, and the distance nine
teen hundrecl and niuety-seven miles. For the river Ne
gro a steamer leaves Pará the 10th of every month; fare 
to Santa Isabel, a distauce of thirteen hundred and fifty 
miles, eighty-five dollars. In engaging trausportatiou for 
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a long tri p a passenger would do well to o btain, if pos
sible, a statement in writing of the kind of accommoda
tions and subsistence that are to be fnrnished, and then 
hold the company to their contract. The living ought to 
be good, and 'to compr:ise fresh beef, mutton, poultry, and 
fish, of which there are an abundance along the river. 
The tendency, however, of many steamers is, after get
ting tLe money of the passenger, to feed him on a miser
able diet of canned and preserved food. 

The o:fficers ori. the·se steamers are Brazilians and the 
crews Indians. The latter, however, are not only very 
docile, but are expert navigators. It is a noteworthy fact 
that a considerable part of the fnel consumed by the 
steamers is coal brought from England, the inhabita;nts 
along the Amazon being so abs01·bed in the production of 
rubber, especially when it is fetching a high price, that 
enough labor can not be had to furnish the steamers with 
wood. Americans and Europeans proposing a journey 
up the Amazon, should, of course, come with as little 
baggage as practicable. A gentleman would do well to 
be provided with two summer suits of wool and a thicker 
suit adapted fm· autumn or cold weather, as a day of 
windy and c0ld weather may occasionally be experienced. 
Boots and shoes with thick or cork soles are desirable; 
also some clothing suitable for wet weather; and, lastly, 
a hammock, in case it is intended to pass a night ashore 
up the ri ver. The wet season is from J anuary to May; 
and, of course, there is occasionally rain in the rest of the 

. year. The best time for a j<mrney on the Amazon is in 
the dry season, say June, July, August, September, and 
October. 

In going from Rio · de Janeiro to Pará, passage can be 
taken on the well-managed steamers of the N orthern 
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Bra:zil Navigation Company, which leave three times a 
month, calling at seven ports, and make the trip in four
teen days, the distance being twenty-one hundred miies; 
fare, ninety dollars. Also, the new American steamers 
call at Pará on their retnrn voyage from Rio, and at three 
other ports between Rio and Pará. 

The rising city of Pará is the gateway of the Amazon 
trade. From the ocean you go up, as I have said, a bay 
and river to that city, and afterward come round into the 
AmazoJ). proper. The place has taken a fresh start in 
recent years, and looks forward, as well it may, to become 
a large and splendid city. 

A well-informed American now residing and engaged 
in business in the Amazon V alley, and who has traveled 
through it a good dea1, has just furnished me some fresh 
information in respect to people and things there. It is 
impossible, he says, to give the average width of country 
in the Amazon V alley that is over:fiowed during the high
water season. The land bordering all o:f the rivers flow
ing north into the Amazon is overilowed during the high
water seasm!l, so much so that work in the rubber districts 
is entirely suspended, and the houses are elevated from 
three to six feet above the grounel. The rivers fiowing 
south in to the Amazon, such as the Rio Negro, J apura, 
etc., are principally borelered by high land which is not 
subject tó overflow. The lanel most suitable for agricult
me is betweelil the mouth o f the Rio Negro anel Macapa, 
a town situateel near the mouth of the Amazon. It is 
there generally high, the soil fertile, anel easily accessible, 
as steamers pass nearly every day. The provincial gov
ernments are doing all possible to encourage immigration ; 
consequently, land can be bought at a low price by mak
ing a petition to the Government. The only real profit-

23 
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able agricultura! pmsuit is the raising of cattle. A bul
lock sells at one hundred anel ten mili·eis, sa.y forty-four 
elollars. Sugar-cane, rice, and tobacco grow :finely, but in 
1885 there was very little pro:fit in these articles. A new 
settler woulel require a capital of at least two thousanel 
elollars to begin witb, to clear the land, build his house, 
buy bis stock anel out:íit. At present, however, there is 
no immigration of agricultura} settlers. The elrawba~ks 
a foreign immigrant woulel meet are inability to speak 
the language, not being acclimateel anel consequent lia
bility .to fevers. A person coming direct from a northern 
c01mtry can not subject himself to out-eloor work for the 
first year on account of the heat. There are no means of 
communication or of transportation otherwise than by 
water. The interior of the country back from the navi
gable streams is unlrnown. The Government senels mis
sion:;~.ries among the Inelians for the purpose of civilizing 
them. The prevailing anel best opinion of the half-breeds 
is very poor; they are a lazy anel troublesome class of 
people, anel much inferior to the original stock. 

The every-day foocl of the common class of people is 
far.i.nha, rice; dried beef, :fish, anel game. The part which 
women take in supporting the family is simply to attenel 
to the elomestic affairs. With regarei to the physical anel 
moral improvement of the people all that one can .say is 
that there is room for improvement. Momls are at a 
very low ebb. The usual means of amusement anel recre
ation are :fishing anel shooting. Gambliug is very com
mon ; yet some progress is being maele in the intellectual 
anel economical condition of the people. There is no 
retrogracle movement, anel in fact the contrary. The low
cr class are superstitious respecting their religion. The 
principal occupations are gathering rubber, nuts, piassava, 
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and fishing. As a generalrule, a laborer spends all that 
he earns. The habit of saving seems to be entirely un
known to the lower class. A very small prO}JOrtion of 
the people, ' as a rule, pay their debts-about a quarter 
part the past year. 

The testimony of my in:formant is · that travei on the 
steamers between Pará and Manáos is comparatively com
fortable, although the table is not luxurious. Sailing-ves
sels which pass between those towns are towed. 

As to the timber products of the forest, cedar is the 
only wood exported, and this industry does not pay very 
well, owing to the high rates of freight to the United 
States and Europe, and the labor being also high-four to 
:five mih·eis per day. As to serpents and wild heasts, my 
informant states that, having traveled some thousand 
miles on the Amazon and its tributarias, he has 'come to 
the conclusion that the grea,ter part of the stories about 
such animalG has been- "ma,nufactured to make books in
teresting." 

" On the whole," he winds up by saying, "I should 
not advise any of our Americans to immigrate here, as I 
consider that we have much better openings at home for 
our people. There are a number of Anieri0ans on the 
Ama,zon engaged in agricultura who bitterly regret hav
ing come to this country, and who are only strnggling to 
make a little money to allow them to return. It is a very 
serious matter to encourage immigration of nmthern peo
ple to come to a climate like this, as there is great danger 

· of siclmess." 
Mr. Alfred R. W allace, an able and unwearied English 

naturalist, and author of " Travels ou the Amazon and 
Rio Negro," arrived at Pará in a sailing-vessel from Liver
pool, May 26, 1848. The city then contained a popula-
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tion of :fiftee:il thousand, was sm·rounded by dense forest 
anel overtopped by palms anel plantains. He hireel an 
old migro man named Isidora for a cook anel servant-of
all-work, anel regularly commenced housekeeping, lem·n
ing Portuguese, anel investigating the natmal produc
tions of the country. In what he saw he ·Was on the 
whole disappointed. The weather was not so hot, the 
people were not so peculiar, the vegetation was not so 
striking as the glowing pictmes he bael been brooding 
over; anel he sensibly Temarks: "Travelers who crowel 
into one elescription all the wonelers anel novelties which 
it took them weeks anel months to observe, must proeluce 
an erroneous impression on the reader, anel cause lúm 
when be v:isits the spot to experience much disappoint
ment." Bits of garelens anel waste ground intervening 
between the bouses, fenced in with rotten palings, and 
:filleel with rank weeds anel a few banana-plants, lookeel to 
him strange and uns:ightly. R is general :impression of 
tbe city of Pará was not very favorable. The pirarucú 
1ish, dried, with farinha, formeel the chief subsistence of 
the native population, anel in the interior was often· the 
only thing to be obtaineel. It lookeel much like a dry 
cowhiele gratecl up into iibers anel presseel into calms, was 
boileel or slightly roasteel, and, mixeel with v:inegar, oil, 
pepper, onions, anel fm·inha, made a savory mess for a per
sou with a strong stomach. The palmeto, anotber a.rticle 
of subsistence, was procureel from the Assai palm, which 
was common, growing :in the forest sometimes to a height 
of cighty feet, sleneler, witb smooth stem, anel very beau
tiful. 

Only a few miles above PaTá is the mouth of the Tocan
tins, one of thc mighty rivers of the Amazon basin, anel 
running elue north. M:r. W allace, in the latter part o·f Au-
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gust, went up that river for a trip of a few weeks. At 
Baião, in September, h e writes : " Ali round the village for 
some miles ou the dry highland are coffee-plantations and 
second-growth forest. Soil, red clay." A tree common in 
Brazil he sees there-a large leguminons tree covered with 
clusters of . pink and white flowers and large, pale-green, 
flat pods. "The depths of the virgin forest," he says, 
" are solemn and grand, but there is nothing in this 
country to surpass the beauty of our river and woodland 
scenery ... , In the second-growth woods, in the Campos, 
and in many other p1aces, there is nothing to tell any one 
but a naturalist that he is out of Europe .... At the 
Falls tl.te central channel is about a quarter of a mile wide, 
bounded by rocks, with a deep anel very powerfnl stream 
rushing. down :in an unbrokon sweep of dark-green waters, 
an<,l producing eddies and whirlpools .... On both sides 
of t~e river, as fru.· as the sight extends, is an undulating 
country, from four to five hundred feet high, covered 
with forests, the commencement of the elevated plains o:f 
Brazil." The sounds at night on the Tocantins were: 
" One sort of frogs with usual croak, anothcr like a dis
tant railway-train approaching, another like the sound of a 
blacksmith hammering on an auvil; also terri:fic noisc of 
the howling, the shrill grating whistle of cicadas aud lo
Cllilts, and peculiar notes of aquatic birds." 

Summing up in regarcl to this little side excursion, he 
says: "In the clistricts we l)asse'd throucrh cotton coffee 

l"l ' ' ' and rice might be grown in any quantity anel of the :finest 
quality. Tbe navigation is always safe and uninterrupted, 
and the whole country so intersected by igcvrepés and 
rivers that every estate has water-carriage for its produc
tions ... . A man can work as well here as in the hot 
mouths in England, anel, if he will only work three hom'S 
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in the m.orning and three in the evening, he will produce 
more of the necessaries and comforts of life than by 
twelve hours' daily labor at home. We retu:rned safely to 
Pa-rá, September 30th, just :five weeks from the day we 
left. W e had not hael a wet day, yet found that, as usual, 
there hacl. been at Pará a she>wer and a thunder-storm 
every second or third day." 

He went out into the alluvial country a short journey 
from Pará, and witnessed, in one of the numerous lakes 
abounding in :fish, a htn).t for alligators, which were 
captured as a business, for their oil. "Hung our ham
mock for the night in a little, clirty, ruined hut, from 
which a short time before a-n onça (jaguar) had carried 
away a large bundle of :fish." As many as thidy alliga
to.rs of large size were captured in a day. " In the even
ing, after the alligator-hlmt, the negroes sang sev~ral 
hymns as a thanksgiving for having escaped their jaws." 

Another trip was made up the Guamá River, which 
comes in from the southeast, near Pa1·á, and its tributary, 
the Capim. A short distance up the former the banks 
are rather undl1lating, with many pretty estates. " W e 
went pleasantJy along" (in a canoe on the Capim) "for 
two or three days, the country being prettily diversi:fied 
with cane-fields, rice-grounds, anel houses built by the 
early Portnguese settlers, with elegant little chapels at
tached, anel cottages for the negroes and Indians, all much 
superim· in appeaTance and taste to anything erected now." 

Finally, Mr: WaUace embarked in a canoe for a voyage 
of :five hundred miles up the Amazon to Santarem, anel 
he wTites: "In about twelve elays afteT leaving Pará we 
were in the Amazon itself .... We now felt the infl.u
ence of the easterly wind, which dliTing the whole of the 
summer months blows pretty steaclily up the Amazon, and 
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enables vessels to make way against its powerful current. 
Sometimes we had thnnder-storms, with violent squalls. 
. . . The most striking features of the Amazon are its 
vast expanse of smooth water, generally from three to six 
miles wicle; its pale yellowish-olive color; the great becls 
of aquatic grass which line its shores, large masses of 
which are often detachecl ·anel form floating islands; the 
quantity of fruits and leaves and great trunks of trees 
which it carries down; and its levei banks clad with lofty, 
nnbroken forest. In places the white stems and leaves of 
the cecropias give a peculiar aspect, and in others the 
straight, dark trunlcs of lofty forest-trees form a living 
wall along the water's edge. N umerous fl.ocks of parrots 
and the great red and yellow macaws fly across every 
moming and evening, nttering their hoarse cries. Herons 
and dncks are numerous, bnt most characteristic are the 
gnlls and tems. All night long their cries are heard over 
the sand-banks. . . . On the north bank of the Amazon, 
for about two hundred miles, are ranges of low hills, 
which, as well as the country between them, are partly 
bare anel partly covered with brush and thickets. They 
vary from three hundred to one thousand feet high, and 
extend inland .... After passing them there are no more 
hills visible from the river for more than two thonsand 
miles, till we reach the lowest range of the Andes." 

After a voyage of twenty-eight days he reached San
tarem, at the mouth of the Tapajos, anotber big river 
flowing from the south, and whose blue, transparent 
waters formed a raost pleasing contrast to the turbid 
stream of the Amazon. Santarem is pleasantly situated 
on a slope, with a fine sancly beach, and its trade consisted 
principally in Brazil-nuts, salsaparila, farinha, and salt 
fish. The village of Monte-Alegre, which he had passed 
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on the north shore, he describes as situated on a hill about 
a quarter of a mile from the water's edge. There were 
no neat inclosures or gardens, nothing but weeds n.nd rub
bish on every side. The trade was in cacao, fish, cala
bn.shes, n.nd cattle. The cacn.o was grown on the low 
lands along the banks of the river, and all planted on 
cleared ground fully exposed to the sun, and did not seem 
to thrive so well as when in the shade of the partly 
cleared forest, as was the plan on the Tocantins. " When 
an Indian can get a few thousand cacao-trees planted, he 
passes an idle, quiet, contented life ; all he has to do is to 
weed unde1· them two or three times a year and to gn.ther 
and dry the seeds." 

In a little excmsion into the country back of the last
named village he íound the surface an undulating, sandy 
plain, in some places thickly covered with bushes, and in 
others with large, scattered trees. .A.t a distance of ten or 
~welve miles were several fine, rocky mountains. He 
visited and ascended one of these, and -ou the other side 
saw a wide, undulating plain, covered with scattered trees 
and shrubs, with a yellow, sandy soil and a brownish vege
tation. ".Beyond this was seen stretching out to the hori
zon a succession of low, conical, and oblong hills, stud
ding the distant plain in every direction. N ot a h ouse 
was to be seen, and the picture was one little calculated to 
impress the mind with a favorable idea of the fertility of 
the COlmtry or the beauty of tropical scenery." Return
ing to Monte-Alegre on a small stream filled with grass and 
weeds, he saw many alligators. "Every year some lives 
are lost by incautiousness." Returning to Santarem to 
collect insects, he speaks of the "gratefuland refreshing" 
water-melons. "The constant hard exercise, pure air, and 
good living kept us in the most perfect health, and I have 
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never altogether enjoyed myself so much." He observed 
that the tide in the .A.mazon rose to considerably above 
Santarem, but that it never :flowed-merely rose and fell. 

The last of December, 1849, he arrived at Manáos, on 
the east bank of the Rio Negro, twelve rr;úles above its 
junction with the Amazon, a city then containing about 
five thousancl inhabitants, mostly of mixecl blood. .Thfanáos 1 

is situatecl thú-ty feet above high water, anel its streets are 
regularly laid out. The ri ver there is a mile wide. Oon
tinuing his voyage up the Amazon, he says: "The low
lands, called ' Gapo,' varying in width from one to ten or 
twenty miles on each side of the river above Santarem to 
the confines of Peru, are in great part :flooded six months 
of the year." 

On tlie 31st of August, 1850, Mr. Wallace started 
from Manáos for an extensive voyage u p the Rio N e
gro anel some of its tributaries, occupying nearly two 
years, in the conrse of which he visited several of the wild 
tribes of Indians. After getting a few miles above Ma: 
náos, the river is so wide for several hundred rillles that 
both banks can not be seen at once; they are probably 
from ten to twenty-five miles apart, and some of the isl
ands are of great size. He found ali the villages desolate 
and half deserted. " Oalled at the house of · a man who 
owed Mr. L-- some money and who paid him in tur
tles, eight or nine of which we .embarked .... Very fine 
weather, but every afternoon, or at least four or five times 
a week, we had a storm, with violent gusts of wind, and 
often thunder and rain. . . . After September 30th, gra
nitic rocks, and river became more picturesque." 

After making some hunting excursions in the thick 
forest, accompanied by naked Indians, he on J anuary 27, 
1851, left Guia, continuing the voyage up the Rio Negro, 
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anel on Feb1·uary 1st reached the Serra Cocoi, which marka 
the boundary between Brazil anel V enezuela-granite rock, 
precipitous, anel nearly a thousand feet high. "During 
colonial times," he says, "the Indiana learneel how to con
struct vesaels for coast anel inlanel traele, anel have not 
forgotten the art. By eye anel hancl alone they form the 
framework anel :fit on the planka of fine little veaaels of a 
hundreel tons or more with no other tools than axe, adze, 
anel hammer. . . . A great part of the population o.f the 
upper Rio Negro is engaged in gathering piassaba broom
:fiber for exportation. Men, women, anel children go in 
large partiea into the forest to obtain it. The wholc atem 
of a curious palro, twenty to thirty feet high, growing in 
moist places, is covered with a thick coating of this :fiber, 
hanging down like coarse hair. It js found on two of the 
southern and three of the northern tributariea. . . . In
dians will take two loads a day, ten milea each way, at a 
sort of run-the loads suapeneled from a pole between 
them." He apeaks of the graceful forma of Indiana; is 
deserted by hia own Indiana. 

Mr. W allace says it is a "vulgar error, copied anel re
peated from one book to another, that in the tropics the 
lu..-xuriance o:f the vegetation overpowera the efforta of 
man . ... The 'primeval' forest can be converted in to 
rich pastme anel meadow-land, cultivated :field anel garden, 
with half the labor anel in less than half the time reguired 
at home. . . . In the whole .A.mazon no such thing as 
neatness has ever been tried." He recommends the Rio 
Negro country for settlement and cultivation. 

On Febmary 16, 1852, he starts on another ascent of 
the Uaupes, with seven of the Uaupe Indiana with him, 
some of whom break their promise. Speaking o:f the 
superatition o:f the Indiana, he saya women are ldlled who 
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even accidentally behold a certain musical instrument. At 
the U arucapUli village h e sees handsome men of the Oo
beu nation. lt was with difficulty he succeeded in buying 
two or three baskets of farinha. · On March 12th he 
reacbed lYiucura, bis destination, having passed fi.fty rap
ids anel falls. The lndians were naked. "One woman 
appeared as ashamed with a petticoat on as civilized people 
would be if they took theirs ofi." He was in a part of 
the country never before visited by a European; but he 
was disappointed in his expectation of finding rare anel 
handsome birds, anel starts on March 28th on bis return 
trip. He names a couple of white men who with a su:ffi
cient force had engaged in the amiable business of attack
ing the Ü[].rapanas tribe with the hope of getting a lot of 
women, boys, anel children to take " as presents" to Ma
náos. On April 4th he records that they "a:rrived with 
a fleet of canoes anel upward of twenty prisoners, all but 
one women anel children. Seven meu anel one woman 
had been killeel; the rest of the men escaped; but only 
one of the attacking party was killeel." Of com·se, it did 
not often happen that a witness like lYir. W allace was 
present to report such innocent little expeditions ! 

Parties meeting on the river, having lost their date, 
ask, "What day is it with you ? " Dwelleis along the 
banks of the ri ver Negro, wishing to do a little shopping 
a few h1mdreel miles below, frequently ask passers to 
bring them, on their return, what they Teqnire. 

Mr. W allace reached Manáos on May 17th. He had 
obtained in the Amazon V alley five hundred species of 
birds, anel thought a thousand might be got. He found 
two hundred anel five species of fish in the Rio Negro, 
anel thougbt there were many more. The d.ry season, he 
states, is from J une to December, anel the wet season 
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from J anuary to May. On the upper Amazon he once 
experienced a hail-storm. On getting back to Pará he 
found that it had much improved. He declares that its 
climate is exceptional, being one of the most agreeable in 
the world. But there were some drawbacks, a "univer
sal anel insecure system of credit"; anel the three great 
vices prevalent were "drinking, gambling, anel lying." 

With reference to the province of Pará he says : 
" There is perhaps no country in the worlel . so capable of 
yielding a large return for agricultura! labO:r, aBel yet so 
little cultivated ; none where the earth will proeluce such 
a variety of valuable productions, anel where they are so 
totally' neglecteel; none where the facilities for internai 
communication are so great, or where it is more difficult 
or tedious to get from p1ace to place ; none which so much 
possesses all the natural requisites for an immense trade 
with al1 the world, anel where commerce isso limited anel 
ínsignificant .... Nature presents but a monotonous 
scene. In the interior of the country there is not a road 
or path out of the towns along which a person can walk 
with comfort or pleasure; all is dense forest, or more im
passable clearings. Here are no flower-bespaugled meael
ows, no turfy glades, or smooth shady walks to tempt the 
lover o :f N ature ; here are no dry, graveled roads, no 
:field-side paths, ... no long summer evenings to wancler 
in at leisure; nor long winter nights with the blazing 
hearth." He expresses the opinion that the large extent 
o:f flat lancl in the Amazon Valley woulcl cont~nue to be 
fl.oocleel till raised by renewed earthquakes. · 

Fourteen years pass, anel a new actor appears on the 
.scene. Prof. Agassiz made his indefatigable anel most 
valuable scienti:fic journey ou the Amazon just a:fter the 

. close of the American civil war. He spent from Augnst, 
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1865, to March, 1866- a period of fully six months- in 
most active research in the Amazon V alley, assisted by 
Mrs. Agassiz and by several talented young Americans of 
scienti:fic education. One part of the result of this tour 
was a :fine volume, entitled "A J ourney in Brazil," by 
Prof. and Mrs. Agassiz. These enlightened travelers had, 
o f course, good: opportunities to see both N ature and soci
ety, and I shall venture to make some extracts from their 
narrative. The Brazilian Company of Amazon River 
Steamers generonsly placed at the disposition of Prof. 
Agassiz and party, for a month, the use of one of their 
best steamers for the trip from Pru:á to Manáos, w:hich is 
usually made in :five days. Ou August 20th, the :first day 
of the trip, Mrs. Agassiz thus describes the accommoda
tions: 

" Thus far the hardships of this South American jour
ney seem to retreat at our approach. It is impossible to 
travei with greater c0mfort than surrounds us here. 1Yiy 
own snite of rooms consists of a good-sized state-room, 
with clressing-room and bath-room adjoining; and, if the 
others are not quite so luxuriously accommodated, they 
have space enough. The state-rooms are ha.rd1y used at 
night, for a hammock on deck is .far more comfortable in 
this climate. Our deck, roofed in for its whole length, 
and with an awning to let down on the sides, if needed, 
looks like a comfortable, unceremonious sittiug-room. A 
table down the middle serving as a dinner-table, bnt which 
is at this moment strewed with maps, journals, books, and 
papers of all sorts; two or tlu-ee lounging-chairs, a num
ber of camp-stools, and half a dozen hammocks, in one or 
two of which some of the party ru·e taking the:ll· ease- . 
fm:nish our drawing-room, and supply all that is needed 
for work and rest." 

24 
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From Manáos they continueel the trip up the Amazon 
on auother steamer, which wa.s furnisheel by the Brazilian 
Government. Of course, their accommodations were bet
ter than o:rdinary travelers woulel receive. On September 
12th Mrs. Aga.ssiz Wl'ites : "N othing can be more com
fortable than the trave1ing ou these Amazonian boats. 
They are clean anel well kept, with good-sizeel state-rooms, 
which most persons use, however, only as clressing-rooms, 
since it is always more agreeable to sleep ou the open 
deck in one's hammock. The table is very well kept, the 
fare good, though not varieel. Breael is the greatest elefi
ciency, but harel biscuit makes a tolerable substitute. Om 
life is after this fashion : W e turn out of om· hammocks 
at elawn, go elown-stairs to make our toilets, and have a 
cup of hot coffee below. By this time the elecks are gen
erally washeel anel dried, the hammocks removed, anel we 
can go above again. Between then anel the breakfast
hour, at half-past ten o'clock, I generally stuely Portu
guesa, though my lessons are somewhat intelTupteel by 
watching the shore anel the trees-a consta.nt temptation 
when we are consting along uear the banks. At half-past 
teu or cleven o'clock breakfast is serveel, anel after that 
the glare of thc sun becomes trying, anel I usually elescenel 
to the cabin, where we make up our journals anel write 
elur:ing the mielelle of the elay .... At three o'clock I 
consieler that the working-hours are over, anel then I take 
a book anel sit in my lounging-chair on deck, anel watch 
the scenery, aud the birds anel t.he turtles, anel the all:iga
tors if there are auy, anelam lazy in a general way. At 
:five o'c1ock dinner is servecl (the meals being always ou 
eleck), anel after that begius the delight of the elay. At 
that hour it grows eleliciously cool, the sunsets are always 
beautiful, anel we go to· the forwarel eleck anel sit there till 
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nine o'clock in the evening. Then comes tea, and then 
to our hammocks ; I sleep in mine most profoundly till 
morning." 

"September l'lth.- These upper stations ou the Ama
zons are haunted by swarms of mosquitoes at night, and 
during the day by a little biting fl.y called pium, no less 
annoying. 

"Septeml.Jm· 18th (the day before reaching Tabatinga). 
- The scenery is by no means so interesting as that of the 
lower Amazons. The bunks are ragged and broken, the 
forest iower, less luxuriant, and the palm-growths very 
fitful. . . . The steamer is often now between the shores 
of the river itself instead of coasting along by the many 
lovely islands which make the voyage between Pará and 
Manáos so diversified .... Then the element of hurnan 
life and habitations is utterly wanting; one often travels 
for a day without meeting even so much as a hut. But, 
if men are not to be seen, animals are certainly plenty; 
as our steamer pu:ffs along, great fiocks of birds rise up 
from the sh01·e, turtles pop their black noses out of the 
water, alligators show themselves occasionally, and some
times a troop of brown capivari scuttles up the bank, 
taking refuge in the trees at our approach." . 

With reference to the state of society, Prof. Agassiz 
says : "Two things are strongly impressed on the mind of 
the traveler in the upper Amâzons: the necessity, in the 
first place, of a larger population ; anel, secondly, of a bet
ter class of whites, beforc any fair beginning can be made 
in deve1oping the resources of the country. . . . N ot 
only is the white population too small for the tn.sk before 
it, but it is no less poor in. quality than meager in num
bers. It presents the singular S})ectacle of a higher race 
receiving the impress of a lower one, of an educatecl class 
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adopting the habits anel sinking to the levei of the savage. 
In the towns of the upper Amazons the people who pass 
for the white gentry of the land, while they p1·o:fit by the 
ignorance of the Indian to cheat and abuse him, neverthe
less adopt his social habits, sit on the ground, and eat with 
their :fingers as he does .... The white man engages an 
Indian to work for him at a certain rate, at the same time 
promising to provide him with clothes and food until such 
time as he sball have earned enough to take care of him
self. TJ1is out:fit, in fact, costs the employer little ; but, 
when the Indian comes to receive his wages, he is told 
that he is already in debt to bis master for what has been 
advanced to him : instead of having a right to demand 
money, he owes work. The Indians allow themselves to 
be deceived in this way to an extraordinary extent, n,nd 
remain bound to the service of a man for a lifetime, be
lieving themselves under the burden of a debt, while they 
are in fact creditors." He thinks that neither Americana 
nor Englishmen would degrade themsel ves to the social 
levei of the Indiana as the Portuguesa do. 

The following is very true to-day: "The Brazilians 
are very happy in tbeir after-dinner speeches, expressing 
themselves with great facility, either from a natural gift, 
or because speech-making is an art in which tbey have had 
much practice. The habit of clrinking healths anel giving 
toasts is very general throughout the colmtry, anel the 
most informal dinner among intimate friends does not 
conclude without some mutual greetings of this kincl." 

At Manáos Prof. anel Mrs. Agassiz a1so attended a 
ball given at the residence of the presiclent of the prov
ince, anel, there being no carriages in the place, different 
parties of invited guests were to be seen groping through 
the streets at the appointed time, lighted with lanterns. 
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"The dresses," says JYirs. Agassiz, "were of every variety, 
from silks and satins to stu:ff-gowns, and the complexions 
of ali tints, from the genuine negro through paler shades 
of Indian and negro to white. There is absolutely no dis
tinction of color here; a black lady (always supposing her 
to be free) is treated with as much consideration and 
meets with as much attention as a white one. It is, how
ever, rare to see a person in society who can be called a 
genuine negro ; but there are many mulattoes and mame
buaos- that is, persons having black or Indian blood. 
There is little ease in Brazilian society, even in the larger 
cities ; stillless in the smaller ones, where to guard against 
mistakes the conventionalities of town-life are exagger
ated. The Brazilia11s, indeed, though so kind and hospi
table, are formal, fond o{etiquette and social solemnities. 
On their arrival, all the senhoras (married: ladies) were 
placed in stiff rows around the walls of the dancing-room. 
Occasionally an un:fortunate cavalier would stray in and 
address a few words to this formal. aiTay of feminine 
charms ; but it was not until the close of the evening, 
when dancing had broken up the company into groups, 
that the scene became really gay. At intervals trays 
of doces (confectionery and cake) and tea were handed 
round, anel at twelve there was a more solid repast, at 
which ali the ladies were seatecl, their partners standing 
behind their chairs anel waiting upon them. Then began 
the toasts anel healths, which were given anel receivecl 
with great enthusiasm." 

.A.gain, Mrs. Agassiz writes: "Whenever we have been 
present at public festivities in Brazil-and our observa
tion is con:firmed by other foreigne1•s- we have been 
struck with the want of gayety, the absence of merriment. 
There is a kind of lack-luster character in their fêtes, so 
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far as any demonstration of enjoyment is concerned. Per
haps it is owing to their enervating climate, but the Bra
zilians do not seem to woTk or vlay with a will. They 
have not the activity which, while it makes life a restless 
fever with OUT IJeOple, gives Ít interest also i neither have 
they the love of amusement of the Continental Euro
peans." At the time of their visit Brazil was engaged in 
the long and costly war with Paraguay, which possibly 
might have been one canse of the sober manners of the 
people. 

There was not at that time, and probably there is not 
now, a decent hotel throughout the whole length of the 
Amazon, and any one who thinks of stopping at the towns 
had better provide himself with such letters as will secure 
accommodation in private houses. "One is quite inde
vendent jn the D?atter of bedcling; nobody tt·avels without 
his own hammock, and the net, which in many places is a 
necessity on acconnt of the mosqnitoes. Beds and bed
ding are almost unknown, and there are none so poor as 
not to possess two or three of the strong and neat twine 
hammocks made by the Indians themselves from the fibers 
of the palm." The refreshment of a hammock is the first 
act of hospitality in the upper Amazon o:ffered one arriv
ing from any distance. " One does not see much of the 
world between one o'clock and four in this climate. These 
are the hottest hoUTs of the day, and there are few who 
can resist the temptation of the cool, swinging hammock, 
slung in some shady spot within doors or witl1ont. . . . 
Smoking is almost universal among the common women 
here, yet it is not confined to the lower classes. Many a 
senhora ( at least in this part of Brazil, for we must dis
tinguish between the civilization on the banks of the 
Amazon and in the interior and that in the cities along 
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the coast) enjoys her pipe, while she lounges in her ham
Jnock through the heat of the day." 

It would be a mistake to suppose that this valley is 
abuudantly supplied with subsistence. "In the midst of 
a country which should be overfl.owing with agricultura} 
products," Mrs. Agassiz states, "neither milk, nor butter, 
nor cheese, nor vegetables, are to be had. Y ou constantly 
hear people complaining of the di:fficulty of procuring 
even the commonest articles of domestic consumption, 
when, in fact, they ought to be produced by every land
owner." In the upper Amazon "a well-stocked turtle
tank is to be found in almost every yard, as the people 
depend largely upon turtles for their food." 

Mrs. Agassiz gives some uncommonly fine sketches of 
aboriginallife, though the Indians, on account of the forced 
recruiting that was going on, were not scen at their best. 
The Indian women said " the forest was very sad " then, 
because ali their meu had been taken as recruits, or were 
seeking safety in the woods. As a general thing, the 
houses of the Indians were found more tidy than those of 
the whites. "However untidy they may be in other re
spects, they always bathe once or twice a day, if not oft
ener, and wash their clothes frequently. We.have never 
yet entered an Indian house where there was any disagree
able odor, unless it might be the peculiar smell from the 
preparation of the mandioca in the working-room outside, 
which has, at a certain stage of the process, a slightly som 
smell. . . . Although the Indiana are said to be a lazy 
people, and a1·e unquestionably fitful and irregular in their 
habits of work, in almost all these houses some character
istic occupation was going on. In two or three the women 
were making hammocks." 

While even the partly civilized Indians of the Amazon 
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V alley would seem to live from hand to mouth, it must 
be reinembered that as gatherers of rubber iu the forest 
wilds tbey supply a large · part of one of Brazil's leading 
commercial products. 

In October Prof. Agassiz aud party were taken by the 
president of the province, and some other Brazilian gen
tlemen, on an excursion to a lake some hours distant by 
row-boat from Manáos, on whose shore they spent a couple 
of days at the house of one of the Indian gentry. It was 
the fi.rst visit of the new president oí the province to the 
Indian village of which this house formed a part. Mrs. 
Agassiz thus descr:i.bes the place : "This pretty Indian vil
lage is hardly recognized as a village at once, for it con
sists of a number of sítios scattered thTough the forest; 
anel, though the inhabitants look on each other as friends 
and neighbors, yet from our landing-place only one sitio 
is to be seen-that at which we are staying. It stands on 
a hill sloping gently up from the lake-shore, and consists 
of a mud house, containing two rooms, besides several 
large, open palm-thatched rooms outside. One of these 
outer sheds is the mandioca-kitchen, another is the com
mon kitchen, anda third, which is just now used as our 
dining-room, serves on festal days and occasional Sundays 
as a chapel. It differs from the other in having the upper 
end closed in with a neat thatched wall, against which, in 
time of need, the altar-table may stand, with candles and 
rougb prints or figures of the Virgin and saints. We 
were very hospitably received by the senhora of the mud 
house, an old Indian woman, whose gold ornaments, neck
lace, and ear-rings were rather out of keeping with her 
calico skirt and cotton waist. Besides the old lady, the 
family consists, at this moment, of her god-daughter, with 
her little boy, and several other women employed about 
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the place. . . . The situation of this sitio is exceedingly 
pretty, anel as we sit arouncl the table in our open, airy 
clining-room, stUrouncled by the forest, we command a 
view of the lake and wooded hill-sicle opposite and of the 
little landing below, where are moored our barge, with its 
white awning, the gay canoe, and two or three Indian 
rnonta;rias. After breakfast our party dispersed, some to 
rest in their hammocks, others to hunt or fish, while Mr. 
Agassiz was fully engaged in examining a large basket of 
:fish just brought np from the lake for his inspection. . . . 
Dinner brought us all together again at the close of the 
afternoon. As we are with the presielent of the province, 
our picnic is of a much more magni:ficent character than 
our purely scientifi.c excursions have been. Insteael of om 
usual make-shifts- tea-cups doing duty as tumblers, and 
empty barrels acting as chairs- we have a silver soup
tureen, anel a cook, anel a waiter, and knives and forks 
enough to go round, and many other lnxuries which such 
wayfarers as omselves leam to do without. While we 
were clining, the Indians began to come in from the 
surrounding forest to pay their respects to the president 
for his visit was the cause of great rejoicing, and there 
Was to be a ball in his horror in the evening. They 
brought an enormous cluster of garoe as an offering. 
What a mass of color it was !-more like a gorgeous bou
quet of :llowers than a btmch of birds. It was composeel 
entirely of toucans, with their red and yellow beaks, blne 
eyes, and soft white breasts borelereel with mimson; anel 
of panots, with their gorgeous plumage of green, blue, 
purple, anel red. When we hael dined we took co:ffee out
siele, while our places arounel the table were :filled by the 
lnclian guests, who were to have a dinner-party in their 
turn. It was pleasant to see with how much comtesy 
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several of the Brazilian gentlemen of om party waited 
upon these Indian senhoras, passing them a vru:iety of 
elishes, helping them to wine, anel treating them with as 
much attention as if they hael been the highest !adies of 
the lanel. They seemeel, however, ratber shy anel embar-

. rassed, scarcely touching the nice things placeel befOTe 
them, till one of the gentlemen, who has liveel a good eleal 
among the Indians anel lmows theil· habits perfectly, took 
the knife and fork from one o f them, exclaimiug : 'Make 
no ceremony, anel elon't be ashamed; eat with your fingers 
as you're accustomeel to do, anel theu you'll :find your ap
petites anel enjoy yom elinner.' His advice was followed, 
anel I must say they seemeel much more· comfortable in 
consequence, anel diel more justice to the gooel fare." 

Indian society presents one peculiar feature. Mrmy a 
family gets along without the presence of men-folks ; anel, 
if the husbauel anel father if)likely to be worthless, his ab
sence is a somce of happiness. The home of an Indian 
family of gentle conelition, anel living in comfort in the 
village just mentioned, was visiteel, anel when the grown 
elaughter was askeel as to the whereabout of her father, 
the mother answ:ereel, smiling : " She hasn't any father ; 
she is the daughter of chance"; anel when the claughter 
was asked if the father of her two little chilclren was away 
in the war, she replied, "Th~y haven't any father,'' The 
part1y civilizeel Indian women seem to lead, on the whole, 
a happy life. " The life of the Indian women," says Mrs. 
Agassiz, " so far as we have seen it, seems enviable, in 
comparison with that of the Brazilian lady in the Ama
zonian towns. The former has a healthful out-eloor life ; 
she has her canoe on the lake o r . Tiver, and her paths 
through the forest, with perfect liberty to come anel go ; 
she has her appointed daily occupations, being busy not 
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only with the care of her house and children, but in mak
ing farinha or tapioca, or in drying anel rolling tobacco, 
while the men are fishing and turtle-hunting; and she has 
her frequent festa-days to enliven her working-lHe. It is, 
on the contrary, impossible to imagine anything more 
dreary anel monotonous than the life of the Brazilian sen
hora in the smaller towns. In the northern provinces espe
cially, the olcl Portuguese notions · about shutting women 
up anel making their home-life as colorless as that of a 
cloistered nun, without even the element of religious en
thu,siasm to give it zest, still prevail. Many a Brazilian 
lacly passes day after day without stirring beyoncl her foUl' 
walls, scarcely ever sh0wing berse1f at the door or win
dow; for she is always in a slovenly desl~abille, unless she 
expects company. It jg sael to see these stifleel exist
ences; without any contact with the worlcl outsiele, without 
any charm of domestic life, withont books or culture of 
any kind, the Brazilian senhora in this part of the coun
try either sinks contentedly Ílito a vapiel, empty, aimless 
life, or :frets against her chains, anel is as discontented as 
she is useless." · 

With reference to the mixture of races, Prof. Agassiz 
recorda the following opinion: "Let any one who cloubts 
the evil of this mixture of races, anel is inclined, from a 
mistaken philanthropy, to bi'eak elown all barriers between 
them, come to Brazil. He can not deny the deterioration 
consequent upon an amalgamation of races, more wiele
spreael here than in any other country in the worlel, anel 
which is r~pidly effacing the best qualities of the white 
man, the negro, and the Indian, leaving a mongrel nonde
script type, de:ficient in physical anel mental energy.'~ 

During this expioration Prof. Agassiz collected from 
the waters of the Amazon Valley nearly two thousand 
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different species of fish, a result the significance of which 
will be recognized when onc is told that in all the rivers 
o:f Europe there are less than one hunclred and :fifty spe
cies of fresh-water fish. The artist of th<;l expedition, Mr. 
Burkhardt, painted more than eight hundred sketches of 
di:fferent fishes from life- that is, from the fish swimming 
in a large glass tank before him. 

N ear the close of his work, Prof. .Agassiz, in a letter to 
the Emperor, bore generous testimony to the co-operation 
the Brazilians had given to his labors : " From the presi
dent to tbe most humble employés of the provinces I have 
visited, ali have competed with each other to render my 
work more easy." 

I shall finish this chapter with some testimony on the 
situation of Âmerican settlers in the Âmazon V alley, by 
Dr. Herbert H . Smith, author of the valuable work, "Bra
zil, the Amazona, and the Ooast." His visit tbere was ten 
years after that of Prof. .Agassiz, namely, in 1875. At 
Santarem he met with Mr. P--, one of some :fi.fty 
.Americans who had come from the Southern States in 
18(}6, aud wbo were engaged in farming about six miles 
distant. Originally the colony had been much larger, for 
"with a few good families there carne a rabble of lazy 
vagabonds who looked upon the a:ffair as a granel ad· 
venture. Arrived at Santarem, they were received kindly 
enough, but after a little the good people became disgusted 
with their guests, who quarreled incessantly, and :filled 
tbe town with their drunken uproar. Government aid for 
the colony was withdrawn ; gradually the scum floated 
away, leaving the memory of their worthlessness to injme 
the others. The few families that l'emained had to out
live public·opinion, anel a harcl time they had of it, with 
poverty on one sidc and ill-will on the other. But in 
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time the Brazilians discovered that these were not vaga
bonds; they learned to respect their industry and perse
verance, and now all throngh the Amazon you will hear 
nothing but good words of the Santarem cOlony." Dr. 
Smith accepted an urgent invitation from Farmer P--, 
a tall Tennesse::m, to go out to the settlement for a few 
days, where he met with a cordial welcome. The farm
er's home was situated a few miles distant, in a large clear
ing in the forest, at the base of a plateau that is some 
hundred feet above the river. All around there were 
splendid masses of green cacao-trees, and lime-trees, and 
great pale banana-plants, and co:ffee-bushes straying up 
into the woods ; and heyond those a bit of untouched for
est, with a giant Brazil-nut tree towering over it. He 
says : "With all the beauty of the site, P-- evidently 
has a hard time of it; he looks care-worn, and a little dis
couraged. The land is excellent, but the stream is too 
small to give him a good water-power, and without that 
he can not manage a large cane-plantation. He complains 
of the low prices that he receives for bis produce; the 
Santarem traders take advantage of bis helplessness, aud 
he is often obliged to sell below the market value. Ali 
the Americans are cultivating sugar-cane ; the juice is 
distilled into rum, which is sold at Santarem. Probably 
co:ffee or cacao might pay better, but om colonists carne 
here without money; ·and they could not wait for slow
growing crops. Mr. P-- tells how he and his family 
:vere housed, with the others, in a great thatched btúld
lllg; how the colonists were supported for a while on 
Government rations until they could locate their planta-
t . ' 
lOns and get in their first crops; bow tbey had to strug-

gle with utter poverty, work witbout tools, live as best 
they conld until their fields were established. P--

25 
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saved a little money, and bought this ground of an old 
Indian woman; it was only a small clearing, with a dozen 
fnút-trees. The family lived in a rough shed until they 
could build a thatched house, and P-- · himself had to 
bring provisions from Santarem on his back. It was a; 

long time before he could cut a road, and longer befm·e 
he had horses for his work. . . . He had to grind his cane 
with a rough wooden mill until he could procure an iron 
one from the United States; he had to get his .still on 
credit, and pay a high price for it; horses, oxen, carts, 
casks, were ali obtained by slow degrees and at a great 
sacrifi.ce. He has been bis own carpenter, mason, ma
chinist-everything; it was a long time before he could 
even hire an Indian to work for lúm. And now, after 
seven years of hard strnggle, he fi.nds himself with-what ~ 
À plantation that he could not sell for one fourth of its 
l'eal value, simply because there are no buyers; a burden 
o f debts that it will take him a long time to pay; and 
himself with a broken-down bouy and discouraged heart. 

"' The children have no schooling,' complains Mrs. 
P-- ; 'they can't even go to a Brazilian master, for we 
are too far from town.' She talks of sending them to 
the States, but I fear it will be a long time before her 
husband can a:fford that. The family are Protestants, but 
they never hear a Protestant service now, unless rarely, 
when a missionary or traveling minister passes this way. 
Sometimes they visit with the Americans, but the planta
tions are far apart, and thc roads are rough, and it is not 
often that they can make a holiday, unless it be of a Sun
day .... 

"After a while we :fiud our. way to other American 
houses; the nearest of these are at Diamantina, a little 
settlement two or three miles beyond P--'s lwuse. . . . 
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R-- 's house is really very pretty; to be sure, it is cov
ered entirely with palm-thatch, but the wide hall through 
the middle looks cool anel inviting; there are orange-trees 
on either side, and a flower-garelen in front, with a beauti
ful clear stream, where R-- has built a bathing-house 
over the water. The whole looks so neat anel tasteful that 
we half believe in Mr. W aUace's romantic elream, after all. 
But there is the drunken Indiau at the still, anel R--'s 
tired face taking the color from the picture. Mrs. R-
sveaks sadly of her Oharleston home, and the intellectual 
society which she has left there. I feat that this family 
is hardly better satisfied than are the others." In course 
of time Dr. Smith leaves his pleasant quarters at P--'s 
and visits. other American families at Panéma, fi.ve miles 
away, where, among other homes, was the most advanced 
establishment of the colony, and which he thus describes: 

" The proprietor was a Methodist clergyman in Mis
sissippi; like many of his class, he had a reaely capability 
for ali kinds of work; was, in fact, the very best mau that 
coulel be chosen for a pioneer. Moreover, he hael a little 
money to start with, anel two stout boys to assist him in 
his work ; he was sensible enough to choose a most désir
able location, where the land was rich, anel there was 
abundant water-power. With these advantàges, he has 
advanced steadily. .A.t fi.Tst he was content to live in a 
log-house, and work with such machinery as he could get 
in the country; when his p1antation was well advanced, 
and he thoroughly understood his needs, he maele a trip 
to the United States expressly for the purpose of bringing 
out machinery ari.d tools. One of these importations was 
a saw-mill; with this he saweel out boarels anel beams for 
a good frame house, and a great deaJ for sale besides; he 
has built miUs for grinding com., thrashing rice, cutting 
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cane-tops for his cattle; a blacksmith- shop, very well 
equipped; a fine cane-mill, and evaporators for sugar. 
He has reason to look forward with hope to the future. 

"This mau and Mr. ~' at Diamantina, are the 
only ones in the co1ony who h:we achieved anything like 
success. But they carne alone, chose their ground care-

' fully, and worked carefully with a fixed end in view; and, 
having capital in the outset, they were independent of the 
traders, and could get a good price for their produce ... · 
The Americans at Diamantina and Panéma are generally 
discontented with their lot, and no wonder; they began 
work without capital, or with very little, and they have 
been struggling ali along for a bare existence. Their ex
ample shows plainly enough, I think, that the Amazons 
is not a good pioneering ground for a poor man." 

Dr. Smith afteTward speaks of the experience of Mr. 
R. J. Rhome, a pmctical American, who had a theory 
that the Amazonian highlands were :fitted for successful 
farming. He took the managing ]Jartnership o:f a Bra
zilian p1antation, twenty miles below Santarem, and put 
his theory in to practice. "At the end o:f twelve years the 
estate has become the :finest on the Amazon, and Ameri
can enterprise has built up an American home." 

Dr. Smith s1wws that the gatherers o:f Brazil-nuts in 
the Amazon Y alley snffer a great deal o:f sickness from 
their exposure and poor diet. But there are direct perns 
also: 

" Sometimes the gatherers are lost in the woods ; some
times canoes, loaded with nuts, are overturned in the rap
ids, and the boatmen are drowned. But the grand danger 
-the one most dreaded- is that of tbe fa1ling nut-cap
sules. They are :fi ve inches in diameter, and weigh two 
or three po1mds; falling a hundred feet or more, they 
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come cr?.shing through the branches like cannon-balls. 
The gatherers keep to their huts while the morning wind 
is blowing, and if their roof is at ali exposed it is inclined 
strongly, so that the fruits will glance o:ff from it. While 
the fruits are falling, the gatherers occupy themselves at 
home, cutting open the hard cases with the:i.r heavy knives, 
and drying the nuts in the sun. When the wind dies 
away, men• and women sally out to the gathering, bringing 
the nuts on their backs in great baskets." 

It :i.s true the trade of the Amazon V alley has rapidly 
increased within the past few years, bnt jt has not been 
snch a devélopment as makes a very good showing for the 
conntry, since the principal article of this commerce
rnbber- has been produced at the cost of the natural 
wealth of the forest ; being much on the same principie 
in which h1mber is produced from om pine-forests in the 
United States, with total disregard of regrowth and the 
fnture. For the pro per development of the Amazon V al
ley there are neecled just what is requ:iJ:ed in: the other 
large unoccupied areas of Brazil- people anel capital . 

• 



CHAPTER XVII. 

BEASTS OF PREY. 

ÜF all the beasts of prey in Brazi1, the most formida
ble and the most common is the jaguar, or South American 
tiger, callecl in Brazil the onça. There are three kinds
reel, spotteel, anel black, the last two k::inds being the 
largest. This animal does not stand as high as the Asiatic 
tiger, but is very powerfully built, ::tnd carries o:ff cattle. 
The length of a large specimen is from six to seven feet, 
but an ordinary one measures abont four feet from the 
nose to the root of the tail. "Its manner of killing its 
victim is, a:fter springing upon it, to strike it to the earth 
by a blow of its powerful paw." It seldom attacks human 
beings, unless interfered with or woundeel; anel I have 
seen people who hael seen an onça in the forest, anel who 
said they were not afraiel of meeting one. 

The spotteel onça is handsome1y markeel, and the skin 
of one sells at Rio for ten elollars. The English natural
ist W allace, while out alone with his rifle in the forest 
solituele of the Amazon, saw a black onça cross his path a 
little way ahead of him, walking leisurely a1ong. The 
animal stopped a few moments anel looked at him; and 
Mr. W al1ace, who was an excellent shot, relates that he 
was so astonished and impressed by the magni:ficence of 
the beast that he never thought to fire at him, and, while 
he stood :fixed in admiration, the onça disappeared. 
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The few anecdotes I have hem·d of the Brazilian onça 
are not, I am happy to say, of a very thrilling character. 
Some of them are ludicrous rather than dreadful. A 
queer experience with an onça is related of one of th~ 
American settlers on the forest shore of the big lake of 
J uparana, in the province of Espírito Santo. The man 
lived alone, two miles from any neighbor, in.a small cabin, 
having an open doorway, but no door. One night he was 
awakened from sleep by what he thought were the foot
steps of some person ; and, getting up and going to his 
open doorway to see who could be making him a visit at 
that time of night, lo and behold! there was an onça 
standing opposite the entrance and looking toward him. 
He was greatly alarmed, for he had no weapon of clefense, 
and there was nothing to prevent the prowling intruder 
attacking him. He had an axe, but it was out in· the shed, 
and he did 'not dare to step beyond the threshold. The 
only thing he could think of for safety was to seize a .tin 
pan, which bappened to be among his household utensils, 
and climb aloft on one of the timbers of his cabin, and 
scare o:ff the onça by beating the pan. He kept beating 

. the tin pau till daylight, when he cautiously descended 
and looked about. The onça had disappea1·ed, and, so far 
as is known, never carne back. 

I once asked an English civil engineer who had re
sided twenty-three years in Brazil, and had been a good 
deal through the country exploring railway routes, if he 
had ever come across an onça. "No," said h e, "never. 
The onça is a humbug. I should have no fear of one. 
It is no bigger than a calf, and .I consider it a humbug. 
I have traveled thousands of miles in Brazil, and never 
carried and never needed a weapon." 

While examining with Dr. Herbert Smith his large 
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and new natural history collection from Matto-Grosso at 
the National Museum of Rio de Janeiro, and, among other 
things, the s1..-ull of an onça, which indicated a power:ful 
animal, he told me that the onça in question, be:fore being 
taken, had killed two dogs, and said the instinct of the 
beast was to seize his victim by the throat. I naturally 
inquired if he would be apt to attack n; man in that way, 
and was informed that the onça, in :fighting a human 
being, would :first try to deal a knock-down blow on the 
head with his paw. He mentioued this case, which carne 
under his knowledge: A man was attacked by an onça, 
and had only a knife for a weapon. He, however, wore 
a pretty thick and strong leather pouch or bag, anel had 
the presence of mind to put his band into this, and with 
it, thus protected, to thrust it into the onça's mouth. 
While the beast was trying in vain to bite through it, the 
mãn dispatched lúm with bis knife, but got some bad 
scratches on his breast. 

A Brazilian, living about sixty miles from Rio, wa.s 
in the woods with his gun not loug ago, and was sta:rtled 
by a noise and growl which he snpposed were from an onça 
close by him. H e was :frightened almost out of his wits, but 
braced himself against a tr.ee, and brought his rifle to his 
shoulder to be ready to fu·e. In a moment moro he saw 
that it was nothing more clangerous than half a clozen 
screeching monkeys in a furious chase up a tree, as badly 
frightened, perhaps, as he. 

Pro:f. Facchenetti, a landscape-painter o:f Rio, once, 
when up in the Organ Mountains a1one, had just got his 
brushes out, ready to begin work, when his attention was 
arrested by the noise of a movement near him. Looking 
that way, he saw passing, as if on the scent of prey, a 
large and beautifully marked onça, which twice turned 
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its head to regard him. He had no weapon, but simply 
looked at the beast with an opera-glass, and he walked 
quietly o:ff. 

A leading botanist, now at Rio, while on a scienti:fic 
tour in the interior province of Minas-Geraes, accom

. panied by a servant and a scienti:fic assistant, camped one 
night in a sort of stone cave, having only a small opening. 
They brushed away the rubbish, among which were a few 
bones, and, as it was alreaely night, the botanist, being 
tired, had lain elown anel was asleep. The assistant was 
in the act of making a cigarette, when suelelenly he 
elropped it, threw up his hanels, anel gave a terrible cry 
of alarm. They had unconsciously appropriated to them
selves the elen of this most dreadful wild beast, anel he 
had come back, bis eyes glaring :fire, to his accustomed 
lodging. Bis appearunce at the mouth of the ca.ve caused 
the shriek which awakened the botanist anel actually made 
the servant's hair to stand on end. He went o:ff, however, 
yet every little while through the night they saw at the 
mouth of the cave a pair of eyes looking Jike balls of :fire. 
They also hearel his disagreeab1e growl while he was wan
dering about outsiele. Tbey sat up every minute of the 
nigbt, anel kept up a blazing :fire to frighten him away. 
Every time he appeared the servant's teeth chattered with 
fear. 

In the end of one of the streets of the village of Lin
hares, on the river Doce, province of Espírito Santo, an 
onça killed a horse only a few months ago. W ell, when 
an onça gets that near, he must be l"i.lleel, or he will de
stroy all the live-stock; so a hunting-party was got to
gether, anel went out and succeeeled in killing the beast, 
but not till he had dispatcheel a scm·e or so of venturesome 
elogs. An American planter, living in that vicinity, in-
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forms me thn.t he has seen sev-eral li ve onças in thc woods, 
and that there are three sorts in that region-the black, the 
spotted, and the red. It is his opinion that they do not 
attack a person unless they have been first interferecl with 
or wounded. They seem to respect people who mind 
their own business. He related this anecdote : The farm
ers often have their poultry-yards robbed by opossums. 
One night a disturbance was heard among the fowls, anel 
some of the people went out to see what was the matter. 
From all the sounds and a}Jpearances they were conv-inced 
there was an opossum in the yard, and they determined 
to wait there till daylight, and then administer summary 
justice for his elepreelations. .At length elawn arriv-ed. 
Tbey openecl the eloor and looked in, and, behold ! tbere 
was an onça, at sight of which they gav-e a scream anel 
ran o:ff. The onça escapecl, though it was rather a small 
anel young one. 

There is a man living in that neighborhoocl who car
ries on bis back the seara left by the paw of an onça. In 
the woods he hael shot at anel wou,uded the animal, which 
went o:ff. He followed it, thinking it wonlel be dead; 
but it was alive anel very macl, anel turned anel p1usued 
the hunter, who took to a tree as fast as he could. The 
tree, however, was small, anel bent elown somewhat with 
bis weight, so that the onça was able to reach bim with 
bis paw and deal him a bad scratch. The man, however, 
had a big hunting-knife in bis belt, which he drew and 
gave the infuriated beast bis quietus, otherwise the issue 
rnia-ht have been fatal to himself. 

~ 

People do not hunt the onça for amusement, as a rule. 
They prefer to go a-gunning for almost any other sort 
of game. It ís only when a planter or farmer has lost 
shcep after sheep, o r other kinds of li ve-stock, anel the 
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ci.rcumstances point abont conclusively to the onça as the 
depredator, that he assembles bis neighbors with their 
guns and dogs, and they all sally out to bring the dreaded 
beast to destruction. 

There are authentic instances of bis attacking and kiU
ing human beings. In the course of the past year an 
onça was killed at the very door of tbe Superintendent 
of the Grão Pará. Oolony, in the province of Santa 
Oatharina. 

A newspaper in the south part of the province of 
Minas-Geraes recently published tbe following: "Traces · 
of an onça having been noticed on a farm neru: Santo An
t01úo do Machado, some hunters resol ved to go in search 
of it. Meeting with her in the woods, one of the hunters, 
from fear or some other cause, attempted to climb a trec, 
when the onça sprang on him, catching him by the leg 
and then by the neck. The other hunters began to :fire 
at the animal, which was enormous, and at last, giving it 
a mortal shot, caused it to spring up in the air, ca:rrying 
with it the unhappy victim, falling down dead, and leav
ing thc unfortuna:te m~n in a horrible state, with a great 
part of the sca1p torn off, but still with life." 

With regard to serpents, the two larger 1..~ds-the 

anaconda and .the boa constrictor-are understood to exist 
only in the Amazon V alley. The last-mentioned is not 
regarded as dangerous, and is even sometimes domesti
catod for the purpose of keeping away vermin. An ac
quaintance informecl me that cluring a tour in the back 
country he heard at night, in the un:finished ceiling of the 
room in which he lodged, a movement of things at di:ffer
ent times, and when he awoke in the morning he found 
the noise had been causecl by a domesticated boa con
strictor. 
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Generally in Brazil there are several species of venom
ous serpents besides the rattlesnake. I am glad to say that 
I have had but little opportunity to extend my knowledge 
in this branch of natural history. From my little observa
tion I would think Brazil is no more troubled with the 
ordinary sorts of venomous snakes than most other new 
countries. The only incident under this head that has 
occurred in my experience-and perl ps it is not worth 
relating-was during our residence in the mountain sub
urb of Tijuca. About the middle of a warm sunny day I 
heard a shriek from the kitchen, and, on going to see 
what was the matter, I saw that a snake, about a yard 
long, had got into the entry through the open outside 
kitchen -door, and was about advancing with bis head 
raised. From its brown and bright colors I instincti vely 
:felt that it was one o:f the venomous sort. He had paused 
for a moment, but then began to _crawl farther along. At 
this I seized a broom and killed him by a blow or two with 
the handle, and got him out of the house as soou as possi
ble. Ân old resiclent pronouncecl him one of the venom
ous sort. 

Mr. Bates, in bis valuab1e narrative of explorations in 
the Âmazon V alley, "The N aturalist on the Amazons," 
gives some interesting anecdotes of the hideous anaconda. 
Describing an experience while on the Ouparí River, a 
branch of the Tapajos, he writes: "We had an unwel
come visitar while at anchor in the port of João Mala
gueita. I was awoke a little aiter midnight, as I lay in my 
little cabin, by a heavy blow struck at the sides of the ca
noe close to my head, which was succeeded by the sound 
of a weighty body plunging in the water. I got up; but 
all was again quiet, except the cack1e of fowls in our hen
coop, which hung over the side of the vessel about three 
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feet from the cabin-door. I conld find no explanation of 
the circumstance, anel, :rpy men being ali ashore, I turned 
in anel slept till morning. I then found my poultJ:y loose 
about 'the canoe, anel a large rent in the bottom o f the hen
coop, which was about two feet from the surface of the · 
water; a couple o:f fowls were missing. Senhor .Antonio 
said the depredator was a sucuT1tjú (the Indian name for 
the anaconda, or gr~at water-serpent-E~mectes mUTin'tts), 
which had for months past been haunting this part of the 
ri ver, anel had carried o:ff many ducks anel fowls from the 
ports of various houses: I was inclined to doubt the fact 
of a serpent striking at its prey from the water, anel 
thought an alligator more likely to be the culprit, al
though we had not yet met with alligators in the river. 
Some days afterward · the young meu belonging to the 
di:fferent sítios agreed to go in search of the serpent. They 
began in a systematic manner, forming two parties, each 
embarked in three or four canoes, anel starting from points 
·several miles apa:rt, whence they graclually approximated, 
searching a11 the little inlets on both sides the river. The 
reptile was found at last sunning itself on a log at the 
mouth of a muddy rivnlet, .and dispatchecl with harpoons. 
I saw it the day after it was killed; it was not a very 
large specimen, measming only eighteen feet nine inches 
in length, anel sixteen inches in circumference at the 
widest part of the body. I measured skins of the anaconda 
afterward twenty-one feet in length and two feet in girth. 
The reptile has a most hideous appearance, owing to its 
being very broad in the middle, anel tapering abruptly at 
both ends. It is very abundant in some parts of the 
country; nowhere more so than in the Lago Grande, near 
Santarem, where it is often seen coilecl up in the eorners 
of farm-yards, anel cletested for its habit of carrying o:ff 
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poultry, young calves, or whatever animal it can get within 
reach of. 

"At Ega a large anaconda was once near making a 
meal of a young lad, about ten years of age, belonging to 
one of my neighbors. The father and his son went one 
day in their monta;ria a few miles up the Te:ffé to gather 
wild fruit, landing on a sloping sandy shore, where the 
boy was left to mind the canoe while the man entered the 
forest. The beaches of the Te:ffé forro groves of wild 
guava and myrtle-trees, and during mo.st months of the 
year are partly over:f:lown by the river. While the boy 
was playing in the water under the shade of these trees, a 
huge reptile of this species stealthily wo1md its coils around 
him unperceived, until it was too late to escape. Ris cries 
quicldy brought the :father to the rescue, who rushed for
ward, and, seizing the anaconda boldly by the head, tore 
bis jaws asunder. There appears to be no doubt that this 
:formidable serpent grows to an enormous bulk anel lives 
to a great age, for I heard of specimens having been killed 
which measured forty-two :feet in length, or double the 
size of the largest I had an opportunity of examining. 
The natives oi the Amazon country uniye1·sally believe in 
the existence of a monster water-serpent ijaÍd to be many 
score fathoms in length, which appears ~-q.ccessively in 
different parts of the river. They ca11 i·t tb.e Mai d'agoa 
-the mother or spirit of the wateF. This fable, whích 
was doubtless suggested by the o.ccasional appearance of 
s~tou;rttjús of unusually large size, takes a great variety of 
forros, and the wild legenda form the subject of conversa,. 
tion among old and young over the wood-:fires in lonely 
settlements." 

Mr. Bates had this experience with a boa constdctor: 
" One day, as I was entomologizing alone and unarmed, in 
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a dry ygapó, where the trees were rather \\ride apart and 
the ground coated to the depth of eight or ten inches with 
dead le::!.ves, I was near coming into collision with a boa 
constrictor. I had just entered a little thicket to capture 
an insect, and while pinning it was rather startle.d by a 
rushing noise in the vicinity. I looked up to the sky, 
thinking a squall was coming on, but not a breath o f wind 
stirred in the tree-tdps. On stepping out of the bushes I 
met face to face a huge serpent coming down a slope, and 
making the dry twigs crack and :fiy with bis weight as he 
moved over them. I had very frequently met with a 
smaller boa, the m~tim-boia, in a similar way, and knew 
from the habits of the family that tbere was no danger; 
so I stood my gronnd. On seeing me the reptile suddenly 
tu:rlled and glided at an accelerated pace down the path. 
Wishing to take a note of his probable size, and the colors 
and markings of bis skin, I set o:ff after him; but he in
creased his speed, anel I was unable to get near enough 
for the purpose. There was very little of the serpentina 
movement in his course. The rapidly moving and shining 
body looked like a stream of brown liquid :fiowing over 
the thick bed of fallen leaves, ratber than a serpent 'vith 
skin of varied colors. He descended toward the lower 
and moister parts of the ygapó. The huge trunk of an 
nprooted tree here lay across the road; this he glided over 
in his undeviating course, anel soon after penetrated a 
dense, swampy thicket, where, of comse, I did not choose 
to follow him." 

The author of " Pioneering in South Brazil" relates 
this anecdote, showing tbe usefulness of the toucan in giv
ing the alarm against snakes: "O:n,e evening a Catrlbarada 
came to me to have a tooth extracted, but, as it was then 
ousk, I told him he must wait till the following day, 
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when, if he would come to me directly it was 'Hght, I 
would do what he wanted. I was kept awake most o:f the 
night by being pestered by :fleas, with which the camp 
had at this time begnn to swarm. When morning carne, 
being then a1most worn out by many nights o:f sleepless
ness from the same cause, I was in a state of torpor, and 
had not aroused myse1f as usual immediately it became 
light. The mau with toothache carne three times, at in
tervals of about ten minutes, and found me asleep each 
time. A minnte after, coming the third time, he heard 
the toucan screaming in my rancho, and thinkirig I was 
the cause, and that he should now :find me awake and up, 
at once returned, only too anxious to have his toothache 
cured without more delay. I was not awake when he 
retlll'ned, but his vigorons shout of 'Douto1·, doutor, co
fyra!' (' Doctor, doctor, snake! ') twice repeated, roused 
me to a certain state of consciousness-when, on opening 
my eyes, the first thing I saw were two young frogs jump
ing in a great hurry along the floor of the rancho, closely 
followed by a black snake. The spectacle, for the two sec
onds during which it lasted, was superb. The snake was 
evide11tly absorbed in the chase, oblivious to the sudden 
shout of the man, or the screaming of the toucan. Its_ eye 
was flashing like a diamond, and its long, forked tongue 
was shooting in and out with lightning rapidity, as, with 
head erect and held perfectly steady, it glided with a swift, 
rockirig motion of its supple body in pursuit, seeming as 
though moved by some invisible, magic fo1·ce. For these 
two seconds the picture was absolutely perfect. I had 
never beheld so fascinating an object, when, lo! just as I 
expected to see it strike one of the frogs, a b'ig, rude paddle 
descended upon its back, and only a hideous writhing object 
remained, biting the dust in agony. I was quite angry 
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with the man for the moment for sum.marily spoiling the 
chase; but when I knew that the reptile, to whose exist
ence he had thus put an end, was only less deadly than 
the cascCII/)el, and withal far more active in its movements, 
I lost my momentary sympathy for it. In this case, if it 
had not been for the toucan in the :first instance, the snake 
might have remained lurking about my rancho beneath the 
boxes with which it was :filled for days, until perhaps its 
presence had been made known after the disagreeable 
manner of Morant's snake. 

"The Brazilians say that there is a certain snake which 
they call cobra casada, or married snake, which it is dan
gerous to ldll near any habitation; or, having killed it, to 
trail it along the ground to any house, because ifis mate is 
certai:o. to follow it by scent, and, on :finding it dead, will 
savagely attack any person it can :find in the neighbor
hood. I do not know what foundation there is for this 
story. I should thinl{ that I have seen and myself killed 
at least a hundred snakes of various kinds in Brazil, but I 
never lmew one that showed any disposition to willfully 
attack. The utmost any have done has been to remain 
still, in readiness to strike when touched or threatened. 
In the majority of instances they have tried to flee. 

" Soou after this I had a ·very disagreeable rencontre 
with a jararaca, which dropped into my canoe from an 
overhanging branch as I was paddling gently up-stream 
under the bank. As the snake dropped in, I tumbled out 
into the ri ver. Fortunately, it happened close to the camp, 

· and, in answer to my shouts, somebody carne down to the 
landing-place and captured the canoe as it was drifting 
past, and killed the snake." 

The adventure of Morant, which he re:fers to, occurred 
two hundred miles distant, and is thus related : "It ap~ 
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peared that one night, ·after he and bis tent-companion, 
V on Sydow, had retired to bed, the latter was aroused by 
feeling, as he thought, some animal sucking bis :tinger. 
He drew bis hand away, and then struck a light, to iind 
out what it might be that had taken snch a fancy to him, · 
but could see nothing. Meanwhile Morant was lying 
asleep oa his low camp-bed at the other end of the tcnt, 
about ten feet distant. The night being very warm, and 
there being no mosquitoes to guard against, he was lying 
with one arm and shoulder nude above the blanket. The 
constant movements of Von Sydow, who was doctoring 
bis sucked :finger, at length caused him to .aro use himself 
slightly, but just sufficient to make him conscious that 
there was something wTong about him. ' I felt,' he said, 
' something heavy on my chest, and cold around my arm ; 
I opened my eyes, and, by the light that Sydow was 
using, to my inteuse honor and dismay beheld a long 
head and neck waving backwru·d and forward a few inches 
above my face. It was a snake. I dared not stir, for I 
felt that its body was twined rourid my arm, and that th13 
slightest motion on my part might cause the reptile to 

_ drive its fangs into me. I called out gent1y to Sydow, 
and said, 'Sydow, there is a snake on my arm- what is 
to be done? ' Sydow answered, ' Y es, yes ! ya, ya ! very 
good,' as though he thought it an excellent joke ; and I 
koew that be did not understand me, but probably im
agined that I was talking about his :finger. (V on Sydow 
was a Swede, and only knew a few words of Englisb.) 
I spoke to hlm again and said, 'Sydow, snak:e, snake!' 
but he did not understand me, and only laughed, and an
swcred, 'Y a, ya!' I did not dare to shout out loud for 
:fear o:f exciting the snake, which was still gently waving 
its head before my face. Something had to be done, and 
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that very soon, for no mortal could long bear this agony 
of suspense. 

" The moment carne when I could restrain myse1f no 
longer. I jumped up in bed, and simultaneously, with ali 
the force of long-restrained fear and horror, threw out my 
arm, with the cold, deadly folds of the snake still twined 
round it, hurling the reptile violently on to the ground 
by the suddenness and energy of the movement, before it 
had time to strike. 

"While I was looking for a weapon of some sort with 
which to kill it, it had glided out beneath the wall of the 
tent and disappeared. . . . 

"Von Sydow to this hour believes that Morant's snake 
was the very animal that sucked his finger." 

The same author relates several other anecdotes, but 
says the number of snakes found on the prairie-where 
this last incident occmred-is small when compared with 
the multitudes w.hich exist in the forests. It was in .the· 
forest that he was employed, and scarcely a day passed 
without what m.jght be termed a snake adventure happen
ing to some one of the party. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

SLA.VERY ..6.ND EMANCIPA.TION. 

THE fust anel greatest sugar-gromng region of Brazil, 
Pernambuco, is exactly opposite the valley of the Oongo ; 
the mouth of the Amazon is opposite tbat of the Niger. 
With Africa thus so bandy, it is no woneler the early 
planters in Brazil availeel themselves of Ethiopian labor, 
anel that the slave-trade soon grew into a profitable and 
persistent business. Immediately after Portugal's recog
nition of the inelepcnelence of Brazil in 1826, a treaty 
was made between Great Britain anel Brazil for tbe sup
pression of the slave-trade; h_owever, in those times anel 
for many years afterward, the infl.uence of the slavehold
ing class in Brazil was powerful enough to counteract the 
wishes of any humane magistrate or statesmà.n in that 
country who may have urged the enforcement of that 
treaty, anel the slave-tracle continueel to flourish. Mr. 
Christie, a former British minister in Brazil, in bis " Notes 
on Brazilian Questions," publisheel in 1865, says of the 
action of the Government : " Left to itself, it did nothing; 
it treated for a long -time with neglect representations of 
tbe English Government; it did not answer notes. When 
obliged to reply, it protested that its dignity did not allow 
it to act while pressed by a foreign government; it re
senteel interference, anel clamoreel to be left free to exe-
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cute its own laws, forgetting that treaty stipulations gave 
a right to Eugland to interfere. At )ast, after force had 
been used, and the English Government was known to be 
serious, and tbere seemed no help for it, it has doue what 
it ought to have done long before." Speaking of the ac
tion of the Brazilian authorities in regard to the treaty 
for the suppression of the slave-trade, Lord Aberdeen, in 
1845, said, "With rare exceptions the treaty has been by 
them systematically violated from the period of its con
clusion to the present time." At that time the clandes
tine importation of African slaves into Brazil was esti
mated at seventy thousand annually, of whom, no doubt, 
some are still toiling on plantations. Mr. Ohristie states 
that it was estimated that a million slaves had been im
ported since the formal abolition of the tradé by treaty. 

J ohn Oandler and Wilson Burgess, members o f th.e 
Society o f Friends, went from England to Rio de Janeiro, 
in 1852, with an address to the Einperor, and on their 
return from Brazil they wrote : "The late conduct of 
Great Britain in chasing slavers into the harbors of Brazil, 
and making seizures of them under its very forts, has con
tributed mainly to stimulate the Government of Brazil to 
put down the African slave-trade in that country. It 
deeply wounded tbe pride of the nation to· see its past 
insincerity Únd bad faith thus exposed before the whole 
world; the Emperor, tberefore, resolved to take the mat
ter at once in to his own hands, and by bold. measures to 
crush the traffic." So the· dispatcb of Mr. Henry South
ern, the British diplomatic representative in Brazil, of 
May 10, 1852, shows the admission of the Brazilian Min
ister of Foreign Affairs that it was the compulsory meas
ures of Great Britain which enabled the Brazilian Oabinet 
to influence their countrymen in co-operating to support, 
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reprobation of mankind, the steady and industrious be
havior of the freed peo1)le in the United States affording 
an especially powerful argument in favor of liberation. 
And, it appears to me, the Brazilians are entitled to praise 
for wise statesmanship in having solved their slavery 
problem in a peaceful manner, even though theil· system 
o:f emancipation is slow. 

The one important featme of the Emancipation Act 
of Brazil of September 28, 1871-sometimes called the 
Rio Branco law, :from the name o:f the prime minister o:f 
the time-is the provision that ali childi·en born of slave 
mothers after the passage o:f that act shall become free 
on attaining the age of twenty-one years. A few hundred 
slaves belonging to the Crown were declared free; but 
the great mass o:f slaves born previous to September 28, 
1871, ·were le:ft in bondage. However, the act made some 
provision :for a :fund for the pUl'chase and liberation of 
slaves. It provided that the tax on slaves, the tax on 
theil· sale or bequest, the proceeds of certain lotteries, the 
fines collected under the act, together with public appro
priations and private donations, should constitute an 
emancipation fund, to be duly apportioned among the 
several provinces. The whole all?-ount raise~ :from these 
soUl'ces since the passage o:f the act has been, in round 
numbers, six and a half million dollars. By it some 
20,000 slaves had been purchased and set free up to 1885, 
being art an á.verage price for each one of three hundi·ed 
and twenty-five dollars. It is estimated that from 80,000 
to 100,000 have also been set free by private emancipa
tion in the same time; also that 200,000 have died, mak
ing a decrease of about 320,000 in the number of slaves 
since the passage of the law. The nnmber of sJaves in 
Brazil, September 30, 1873, according to the registration 
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or, at least, in not opposing, measures to put down the 
slave-trade. 

In a letter of the distinguished Brazilian, Mr. Joaquim 
Nabuco, who has spent severa! years in England, and who 
1·eceived very strong support as candidate for deputy in 
his native city, Pernambuco, published September 11, 
1884, he says: "The Conservative opposition now de
nounce the Emperor as the chief of the abolition propa
ganda, ascribe the Dantas project to the pressure of the 
Emperor, and endeavor by every means to identify him 
with a.l>olitionism. Some of the Republicans-I say some, 
because the Republican party is to-day divided on the 
question of emancipation:-declare that the Conservatives 
are serving t)le republic by their attacks upon the mon
archy. . . . There is no doubt but that from 1840 to 1850 
the Emperor struggled constantly for the suppression of 
the slave-trade, eucountering the greatest resistance; that 
from 1865 to 1871 he made great efforts for the freedom 
of the future offspring of slave mothers; and, :finally, that 
in 1884 he resolutely deGided on the liberation of slaves 
of sixty years of age and upward, and of others by means 
of emancipation. Bnt this will not compare for example 
with the act o.f Alexander II. Dom Peclro II has reigned 
:forty-four years, and the cn,pital of the empire which boasts 
of being the :first city in South America is yet a slave
market." 

Slavery having existed, as it still does, in ali latitudes 
of Brazil, it has never occasioned that bitter local or sec
tional feeling which it caused in the United States. It 
could, therefore, have scarcely led to such a catastrophe 
as it produced in our country. Still, the Brazilians, in 
tn.king steps for emancipation, were probably somewhat 
influenced by American experience, as well as by the 
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which was then assumed to be complete, was 1,540,796, 
so that the number now in the empire must be fully 
1,200,000. Private emancipation is a matter of frequent 
occurrence all over the country, and is apparently encour
aged by the popular sympathy. Indeed, in some locali
ties the cause has advanced with enthusiasm. Especially 
in the early part of 1884, say in March, there was a strong. 
anti-slavery agitation, resulting in the formal declaration 
of liberation in two of the northern provinces-.Amazonas 
and Ceará. However, a senator has lately declared that 
slaves are still held in both those provinces, and I have 
myself had misgivings as to whether abolition or emanci
pation had been fully carried out there. In Rio de J a
neiro mass-meetings and fairs were hcld, eloquent speeches 
delivered, streets were decorated, and other displays made 
in behalf of the abolition movement, which seemed to 
have the support of a consicleraole portion of the infl.uen
tial classes. Still, it must be remembered that there are 
over a million slàves in the empire, the most o:f whom 
are tenaciously held in the richest agricultura} districts. 

In regard to the children born of slave mothers after 
September 28, 1871, and who, by the terms of the law, 
are absolutely free at the age of twenty-one years, it may 
be supposed that such jealous and rigorous means of iden
tity have been thrown ·around them that they will be able 
effectually to claim their liberty on the very day o.f their 
majority. .As a means, and the only means, to this end, . 
the Emancipation Act provides that they should all be 
registered in books kept by the parish priests.. It must 
occasion regret to know that the work does not appear to 
have been very carefully attended to. The .Miuister and 
Secretary of State for the Department of AgTicultme, Oom
merce, aud Public W orks, in his annual report, dated May 
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10, 1883, stated that the returns scarcely showed with 
certainty that, :.U the city of Rio de Janeiro anel in thir
teen provinces, on J une 30, 1882, the number of chilchen 
who had been born of slave mothers since September 28, 
1871, was 173,'776. Reti1rns in respect of such minors 
were wholly wanting from seven provinces, including the 
three large anel popnlous agricultura! provinces of Bahia, 
São Paulo, anel Minas-Geraes. 

On large anel rich plantations, where there are several 
hunclred slaves, the organization, discipline, anel treatment 
in every way are likely to be much better than on planta
tions where there are bnt few. On plantations having, 
say, twenty slaves or thereabont, oné will sometimes see 
them hnnied in their steps anel work by pricking them 
with a long stick having a sharp-pointed Íl'on in one end 
of it. W omen as well as men are to-day goaded like 
beasts on many Brazilian·plantations. Flogging is a very 
frequent method of enforcing discipline. Indeed, in early 
times fl.ogging seems to have been a pretty general system 
of punishment. Once a Brazilian offender claimed to be 
exempt from it from being half hidalgo ; lmt the magis
trate ordered half his body .to be :flogged, anel left him to 
determine which half was hidalgo! 

A recent anthoritative anel fair account ·of slavery as 
. it now exists in Brazil is contained in the speech in the 

Brazilian Senate, which was delivereel June 9, 1884, by 
Senator Ottoni, an old statesman representing in part the 
great province of Minas-Geraes, anel who is distinguished 
for the inelepenelence anel canelor of his views : 

"Ever since this question has become somewhat 
heated," said he, "I have constantly heard the stanchest 
supporters of slavery say, 'I, too, am an emancipator.' 
Who is not? W e ali are. But, when any measure is 
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mentioned, they say, 'N ot that, beca use the planters can 
not bear it.' They want emancipation, they say, yet no 
e:fficacious step in this direction pleases them. They only 
want a drawling progress-I am m·ong; they want the 
mystification of the Emancipation Act of September 28, 
1871. Âccording to tbe progression with which we are 
executing that law as it stands, the real emancipator is 
Death. There have died, since 18'71, at least some half~ 
million of slaves, while in tbe same period tbe state has 
emancipated less than twenty thousand. Let us calculate 
the end of slavery according to the present state of tbings. 
The youngest slaves are those born in 1871 prior to the 
passing of thc law; many of these will attain to eighty 
years of age, some even to one hundred, but let us say 
eighty years of age; anel thus only in 1950, the very miel
dle of the twentieth centu.ry, will Death complete his 
work. This state of things is unworthy of a civilizeel 
nation. . . . .r know not if I am a pessimist-God grant 
tbat I may be ! God grant that I may be a simple vision
ary !-but the present state of the Brazilian nation appears 
to me criticai anel beset with dn.ngers. Certain events are 
taking place around us which, in my opinion, are imperil
ing public peace, tending to thwart the execution of the 
laws, annulling the action of our tribunais, anel are on the 
high-road to establish a ferocious and blooely anarchy. 
First, then, the e:ffronteries anel crimes committed by the 
slaves against their masters, overseers, and drivers have 
multiplieel deplorably anel with clisquieting frequency of 
late yea:rs. It is a lamentable fact ·which ought to be 
studied by the authorities. When attention was called 
to this fact in the lower house, it was answered that it 
was nothing new, that such had always been the case; but 
that answer, if sincere, showed very little refiection. Wbat 
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we are witnessing now has never been seen before. The 
few crimes of this kind, committed at long intervals, did 
not present the serious characteristics which distinguish 
these crimes now. Formerly, the criminal fled, or he 
denied the fact, or he tried to escape the penalty of the 
law; now, however, he murders, and goes immediately to 
the authorities and delivers himse1f up, saying, W e have 
committed a mmder; we want to be punished. It is this 
which increases the gravity of the situation. I, Mr. Presi
dent, have completed my seventy-third year ; for more 
than ha1f a centmy I have had the full use of my facul
ties. I see, I hear, I observe, and I can bear witness that 
the treatment of slaves in Brazil has gone on steadily im
proving. 

"Before the slave-trade was abolished, and while the 
slavers were· deluging our shores with legions of dull
witted .A.fl'icans, who were bought for a roere song, the 
slave-owners genera1ly were careless of the dmation of 
the lives of their slaves; even those (and they happily 
constituted the majority) who were incapable of ill-treat
ing them, or of crue1ly punishing them, even they reck
lessly sacrificed the life of the slave to excess of work. 
There were twelve or fourteen hours of severe labor in 
suu and rain ; there were still two hours at night in culti
vating cereais for their own food and that of the domestic 
animais; and there was in addition an hour at daybreak 
in cleaning up the drying-ground ready for the coffee
making fifteen or sixteen hours of grinding toil, which no 
constitution can stancl. .And to tlús must be added in
sufficient or inadequate food, and for clothing something 
just short of absolnte nakedness. 

" It was commonly held among the slaveholders, and 
I have heard it from many, that the net proceeds of the 
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first year's labor of a slave were at least enough to cover 
his cost ; that the second and following years were clear 
profit. Why, then, said they, shonld we bother ourselves 
about them, when we canso easily get fresh ones at such 
a low price? But when the slave-trade was extinguished 
the price of the slave advanced, and his treatment began 
at once to be more humane. The cholera, which deci
mated the slave population, resulted in vastly improving 
his treatment, his dwelling, his clothing, in his being 
withdrawn from the :field in wet weather, etc. ; and the 
law of the 28th of September still further improved his 
condition. To-day there is no question that the condition 
of the Brazilian slave is no whit inferior to that of the la
borer in the great nations of Europe ; and yet, at the very 
time that his coudition has been so immensely improved, 
his irritability and :ferocity are on the increase- facts well 
worthy the attention of all those who bestow a thought ou 
the future of this country. 

"But, parallel to these facts, there aTe arising others 
equa1ly Iamentable, still more reprehensible, for they are 
committed by free men. I refer to the expulsion from 
their domicile of those judges who have given certain de
cisions, by individuais collected and armed, and who have 
been called the populace. I refer to .the expulsion of ad
vocates who petition the courts for the judicial freedom 
of a slave; and, on a par With these still ~o1·e astounding 
abuses, the invasion o:f the jails, and the :forcible with
drawa1 of criminais, who are hacked to pieces in the pub
lic square. Antl, what is most alarming, is the silence 
preserved about each one of these facts ! To the expe1led 
judge the Government gives another district; as to the 
citizens violently assailed in their rights, they are left to 
settle those matters among themselves; and no one has 
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yet heard say that the author or authors of a single 'one of 
tbese attacks on jails and of murders of prisoners had been 
discovered-people content themselves with saying, 'It is 
lynch law.' 

"Among the planters of a large part of tbe south of 
the empire there is a wide-spread compact to br:ing press
ure upon the jury to acquit slave offenders so they may 
be handed over to their owners, who naturally administer 
justice with their own hands. That this is the general 
inclination among the coffee-planters I know for a fact. 

"There are yet other symptoms which are equally 
serious. Let the Senate just mark the line which is being 
followed by the planters' clubs founded in nearly ali the 
municipalities of the provinces o f Rio de Janeiro, Minas, 
and São Paulo. The statutes of some clubs contain arti
cles which imply that they are constituting themselves an 
imperiwm i111 imperio, completely eliminating the appli
cation of the laws and the action of the authorities. . . . 
One great reason the planters give for taking such steps 
for their mutual protection is the failure of the Govern
ment to execute the death-penalty for high crimes com
mitted by slaves. But the gallows. is no remedy for the 
state of things which I have described to the Senate; 
what we have to do is to clear up the point to our coun
trymen, and leave the Orown free to exercise the power 
conferred upon it by tb,e Oonstitution. . . . 

"For :tive years, from 1866 to 1871, the promise of the 
freedom of the wretched slaves, like a ray of sunlight, 
penetrated from the throne to every corner of the empire. 
We allremember the journeys into the interior which the 
cbief of state made at that time, and how, if it was not a 
working-day, the slaves lined the road on both sides, and 
on their lmees blessed their redeemer as he passed. The 

' 
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:f:ive years 'OÍ these golden hopes passed, the hour of theÍl· 
realization arri ved in the law of the 28th of September, 
and the undeceiving of tbese poor wretches was sad and 
complete. The law declared that those who should be 
born thenceforward should ibe free, but as a fact it made 
no such provision,, for it left tbem in bondage until they 
were twenty-one years of age. Still, it at least assmed 
tbem of freedom on .,their attaining their majority. But 
wbat did it do for the existing generation ~ It spoke of 
their gradual <?mancipation in such terms as we are accus
tomed to describe as 'para Inglez ver'" (for the English 
to see). 

Mr. D.ti MoTTA : "They were hoodwinked-" 
Mr. J AGU.tiRIBE : "It is tbe administrators of tbe law 

who have not canied it out; that's what's the matter." 
Mr. ÜTTONI: "No, sir; it comes from the law and its 

administrators." 
Mr. D.ti MoTTA: "Hear, hear ! " 
Mr. J AGUARIBE : " The law was the thin end of the 

wedge ; and, had it not bee~ for that, there would be no 
propaganda to-day." · 

Mr. ÜTTONI: "Tl?-e report of the Minister of Agri
cultura for the present year only too justly laments that 
the state has succeeded in emancipating only nineteen 
thousand slaves, when during the same period there have 
died, according to the report, one hundred and ninety-one 
thousand. But far greater would be the regret and the 
disappointment of the noble ex-Min'ister of Agricultura 
were he to reflect that the figures o:f tbis part of bis report 
are notoriously and willfully false I" 

Mr. D.ti MoTTA: "Hear, hear!" 
Mr. ÜTIONI : "N otoriously and willfully false, as has 

ah·eady been proved in the Legisla tive Assembly, without 
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any steps having been taken in consequence I These fig
ures would give, calculated progressively, an annual death
rate of a little over one per cent, barely one and a quarter 
per cent. N ow, I will venture to say that no nucleus of 
population in the whole world, even oi free ruen, shows 
so low a death-rate; it is everywbere over two per cent. 
Besides, who does not lrnow that the deatbs of the planta
tion slaves are never registered ~ Who is there that is ig
norant that the planters of a certain class have cemeteries 
on their estates, where they bury the corpses of their slaves 
without holding themselves acconntable to any one, and 
without any oversight on the part o:f the authorities ? 

"The regulations for the execution of the law of the 
28th of September require that notice shall be given of 
the deaths of the registered slaves, anel impose fines for 
non-compliance; but the required notice is never given, 
and no fine has ever been inflicted yet. And here is the 
proper place for me to reply to the noble senator who 
just now interrupted me : tbe executoi"S execute ill what
ever is mischievous in the law, and destroy ali tbe good 
that it may contain. The result is, that while the state 
emancipates nineteen thousand slaves, death liberates hal:f 
a million probably-some four or :five hnndred thousand, 
perhaps .... 

" I am an emancipationist, but profoundly discontented 
with everything that has been done, and still more so 
with the obstinacy which wants to do nothing in the direc
tion of developing this principie. The result of this dis
content must necessarily be the going over to abolition. 
I regret, as I nave already stated, this tendency ; but I 
wish still to hope on, especially after hearing the promises 
made bythe ministry .... It isto be presumed that any 
radical measure which it may propose in this direction 
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will meet with the assent of the majm·ity of the Ohamber. 
Should such, however, not be the case, it would be a glori
ous mission for the ministi·y to present its radical measure, 
and to dissolve the Oharnber for that reason; thus facili
tating the organization of the two p~lil'ties-emancipation

ist and pro-slavery-the only two which have any right to 
exist at the present time." · 

The Oabinet of Senator Dantas, including much of 
the best talent and parliamentary influence of the Liberal 
paTty, aud a chief of undoubted capacity for government, 
carne in to o:ffice J une 5, 1884:, for the purpose of carrying 
through some fm·ther measure of emancipation. Ou the 
15th of July following, the long-looked for plan was pre
sented in the Ohamber of Deputies by a member from 
Bahia, Ivh. Rodolpho Dantas, a sou 0f the prime minister. 
The main provisions of the bill were, that slaves who 
have attained or shall attain the age of sixty years are de
clared free, without pay to their owners; a new registra
tion was to be made, and a tax of fi.ve per cent on ali 
slaves, according to a specified valuation, collected for an 
ernancipation fund. 

Mr. Penido, Liberal, submitted this motion: "The 
Ohamber, disapproving the Governrnent bill ou slavery, 
denies its confidence to the Governrnent," which was 
adopted by :fifty-nine votes for it to fi.fty-two against it. 

The ministry then decided, with the Emperor's ap
proval, ou appealing to the country, if the 1ight of suffrage 
o f two hundred and fifty thousand in a population. o:f thir
teen million can be so called. .A dissolution of the Oham
ber, whose term of four years was nearly Úp anyhow, was 
decreed; but meantime the General Assembly devoted 
its attention to the appropriation bills. 

Ou the 20th of March the p1ime minister, Mr. Dantas, 
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had delivered a speech in the Senate principally with 
reference to his scheme of emancipation, but in which, 
from the tum. of the previous discussion, he was diverted 
into a number of topics. In the course of his speech he 
said that, while twenty thousand slaves had been freed 
by the emancipation fund, some three hundred thousand 
had been emancipated by death since the act of Septem
ber 28, 1871. 

The following is a speech which he did not deliver: 
" Mr. President, the Prince of W ales, as presiding officer 
of a public meeting in London in August last, delivered 
an address, in w hich he said : ' Then, as to Brazil, you are 
probably aware that, while ali the small republics of 
South America put an end to slavery when they ceased 
connection with Spain, Brazil alone retains the curse she 
:inherited from her Portuguese rt?-lers. .A.t the present 
moment Brazil possesses nearly a million and a half of 
slaves on her vast plantations, many of whom lead a life 
worse than that of beasts of burden.' Our country is get
ting the m-will of foreigners in consequence of s1avery. 
Besides, there is an important auti-slavery sentiment in 
our owu country which demands· some additional and rea
sonable measlll'e of emancipation. The business and in
dustrial interests of the country require that something 
be done to allay agitation and discontent. The plan of 
the ministry is to emancipate absolute1y and without com
pensation to the owners all s1aves who have reached the 
age of sixty years. Objection is made to this on the 
ground that it imposes on the slaveholder too great a 
sacrifice. W ell, it would be pleasant for the state to buy 
the freedom of these slaves if it could afford to doso. 
The state, however, is now so deeply in debt, and the 
currency so greatly depreciated, that it would not be pru-
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dent to increase the indebtedness for this object. To 
increase taxation would be equally objectionable, because 
taxes on importa anel exporta are now exceedingly high. 
Indeed, a part of the public financiai burden was incurred 
for railroads anel other improvements which have en
hanceel the value of plantations. Were it not for the very 
difficult financiai situation of tLe country, we woulel ali, 
I tbink, most cheerfully compensate the mastera for every 
slave proposed to be liberated. 1 

"But, after ali, is it much of a sacri:fice for the owners 
to liberate without pay those slaves who are sixty years 
old? In briefly considel'ing this question, I do so with 
feelings of respect anel kindness to the slaveholding 
planters, who, collectively, are as estimable a class of peo
ple as we have. Let us look at the matter in the light of 
the present day-and which, be assured, has penetrateel 
to the cabin of the slave-aa a simple question of labor 
anel wages, devoid of aentiment anel of traditional preju
dice. W e finel, then, in our country a class o f men anel 
women of African descent, agecl sixty years, who have 
been kept at compulsory labor for forty years without 
receiving wages. What l1ave they earned? What gain 
have the masters derived from their toil ali theae forty 
years ? If we can ascertain this, then we can better under
stand whether or not it wíll be a sacrifice for the masters 
now to terminate without indemnity thia re]ation of com
pulsory labor without wages. The average wages of an 
agricultura! laborer in Brazil have been one mih·eis per 
day; anel, in aeldition to the work he would do to earn this 
amount, he would perform the labor necessary to raise the 
subsistence for himself anel family. The slave, ful:filling 
daily an allotted task, unqueationably has earned mm·e 
than the average free laborer working for wages; but, to 
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be surely in the limits of moderation, let ns assume that 
the average net en.rnings of a slave, male and female, have 
been only half a milreis a day, and that there have been 
in each year as many as eighty-:five days in which he did 
not work. His net earnings, then, have amounted to one 
hlmdred and forty milreis (at present exchange, fifty-two 
dollars of United States money) per year. Since he was 
twenty years old, or dming forty yeats, he has, at this 
rate, earned fi ve thons::md six hundred mil reis. But, 
when he had finished twenty years' work, he had, at the 
same rate, earn~d half that amount-say, two thonsand 
eight hnndred milreis-which sum, if it had been put at 
interest, would have doubled in the next twenty years . 
.A.dd this to bis earnings, and we have eight thousand four 
hundred milreis (8,400$000 ; in U nited States money, 
$3,108) as the net amOlmt of what his master has de
rived from his labor during forty years, and at the time 
he has reached the age of .sixty years at haJf a milreis a 
day. Twenty years ago the average value of a :field-slave 
was :fifteen hundred mih·eis, and forty years ago it was 
less. Even deduct from these net earnings the original 
cost of the slave, and interest thereon, and we see that the 
rnaster can libm·ate him at the age of sixty, and still hold 
a very substantial balance of earnings in bis hands. 

"Mr. President, the world moves. W e live in a time 
when, by steam communication, telegraphs, and news
papers, thought travels rapidly. However illiterate the 
slave may be, he is not to-day ignorant of public senti
rnent and of what is due to labor: I appeal to the plant
ers and tbeir representativas to be wise in time, and to 
accept the proposition now o:ffered. If they do not, who 
can guarantee tbat in the future they will receive one as 
favorable? The United States was a peace-loving and 
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trapquil country, yet African slavery, just such as we 
have among us, threw it into a paroxysm of civil war 
which, during an entire generation, involved the slave
holders in distress, and in many instances caused their 
absolute -ruin. Let us proiit J:>y their experience, and gi ve 
some token that we respect the anti-s]avery sentiment of 
om· country." 

For several succeeding days one or two speeches a day 
on the slavery question were made by di:fferent senators, 
and of length sufficient to fill about a whole page of the 
big "J ornai do Oommercio," but, as a rule, they were 
characterized by vagueness. 

On the 29th of April a decree prolonging the extra 
session oi the General Assembly to the 19th of May was 
read in the Senate and in the Oham ber of Deputies. In 
the 1atter branch some inquiries were made, apparently 
to embarrass the ministry. Then, on the taking up of 
the report in the contested election case for the second 
district of Rio Grande do Norte, a very disorderly scene 
ensued, and the presiding officer suspended the session for 
fifteen minutes. It was reported that one member had 
assaulted another member. There was some jeering and 
hissing in the galleries, and subsequently one or two mem
bers were jostled by a crowd in the street, but no one 
received any bodily injll.l'y. However, the disorder was 
made the ground of complaint the next day by certain 
senators, who imputed to the ministry an inability to main
tain public order. In the Senate a strong attack on the 
Government was made by Senator Brandão, o:f Pernam
buco, who moved for in:formation as to what steps had 
been taken to guar!)Intee the independence of the Ohamber 
of Dep11ties and public order. His speech, which was 
frequéntly inten-upted, was replied to, in the absence, from 
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sickness, of the prime minister, by Senator de Sa, Minis
ter of the Empire, who denied any responsibility of the 
Government in the matter, and said there had been no 
distm·bance of the peace. He called attention to the fact 
that the disorderly persons had been spectators in the 
Ohamber, where they could only enter by cards, and that 
these cards were furnished by the officers of the Ohamber. 
He explained how the Government were the chief suffer
ers from the occurrence, and the injustice and absurdity 
of charging them with complicity in it. The minister 
was constantly interrupted by opposition senators, but 
seems to have retained his coolness under great provoca
tion. 

On the 2d of May Prime-Minister Dantas appeared in 
the Senate, and, being still unwell, made some remarks, 
seated in a chair, partly in repl y to the inquiry o f Senator 
J unqueira, as to whether the prolongation of the extra 
session had been made after consulting the Grand Oouncil 
of State. He thanked the Oonservative Senator de Souza 
for yielding him the fl.oor, and said that, while his health 
was far from satisfactory, his sense of duty and what he 
had read in the papers about the previous session had 
brought him to the Senate. He repeated Senator de Sa's 
assertion that no blame could be placed on the Govern
ment as to the disorderly occurrences at the Ohamber. 
He would stand or fali with his emancipation project. 

The opposition in the Ohamber of Deputies, however, 
seized the opportunity to renew its attack ou the ministry ; 
and, ou Monday, the 4th o:f May, Mr. Antonio de Siquei
ra, of Pernambuco, moved that "tbe Chamber o:f Depu
ties, convinced that the ministry is nnable to guamntee 
the pnblic order and secmity, which are indispensable for 
the solution of the slavery question, re:fuses to it its con-

28 
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:fidence," which was çarried by a vote of :fifty-two to fi.fty. 
Immediately after this the Oabinet ministers, driving, as 
usua1, each in a close carriage with two monnted guards, 
helcl a meeting at the o:ffice of the Minister of Agriculture, 
and then the prime minister, Senator Dantas, started for 
Petropolis to confer with the Emperor. At six o'clock 
a large anti-slavery mass-meeting was held in the Lapa 
Square, which, after listening to some address, went in· an 
orderly manner to the Rua Ouvidor and cheered in front 
of the o:ffices of four prominent newspapers which sup
ported the Government plan of emancipation. The 
"Paiz" newspape1· the next morning said: " It rests now 
with the Orown to pronounce upon the new con:flict which 
has arisen between the ministry and the accidcntal major
ity. Public order never has been so assured as now, as 
can easily be understood, seéing that the people are in 
favor of the Government and of its political programme." 

On the 5th of May the Emperor carne down from hie 
summer residence to Rio with Senator Dantas, and the 
same day at the palace consulted with some of the leading 
statesmen, and, :fhst of aU, with Senator Saraiva. The 
result was that Mr. Saraiva accepted tbe invitation of bis 
Majesty to forma new ministry, wbich was organized the 
6th of May. 

The emancipation project of the new ministry was 
presented in the Ohamber of Deputies May 11th, the dis
tinctive features of which consisted in a large increase of 
the emancipation fund, namely, two and a half million 
dollars annually by a Government five per cent loan, the 
interest on which is to be paid by a :five per cent additional 
tax on imports; the payment to masters of two ·hundred 
milreis- say, eighty dollars-for each slave aged sixty 
years, four h1mdred milreis for slaves agéd :fifty years, six 
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hundred for those aged forty years, eight hundred for 
those aged thirty years, and one thousand mih-eis for those 
under twenty years of age. Slaves upward of sixty-:five 
are declared free, without pay to the master. Ali freed
men over sixty years of age to remain with thei:r masters, 
who must feed, clothe, and care for them in sickness, 
availing of their services, provided the orphans' court 
does not decide tbat the said freedmen can earn their own 
living. Slaves between sixty and sixty-:five will be obliged 
to work for three years. A new registry of slaves to be 
made, but not including those over sixty. The master 
will puy a fee of one milreis for the registry of each slave, 
and those not registered within the time :fixed will be con
sidered free. 

The prime minister, :M:r. Saraiva, made some remarks 
on the subject in the Senate on :M:ay 23d. It was bis 
conviction that no country could transform slave into free 
labor without an outlay by the state. If labor could be 
reorganized on ten, :fifty, sixty, or eighty plantations, the 
slavery qnestion was finished. The project was a 1arge 
expansion of the original law. From the time he had 

. fust considered the question he had said that such a project 
must be formulated as would need no future improve
ments ; hence, his opposition to the former project, which 
was not de:finite, and he believed the present would fi.nally 
settle the question. Again, on J une 1st, in the Chamber 
of Deputies, he said that if it was objected that the project 
did not propose a pecuniary indemni:fication for slaves of 
sixty-:fi ve years, it must be remembered that many plant
ers would prefer to employ these old slaves as teachers of 
the younger ones, rather than receive one or two hun
dred mih·eis for them. He thought tbat a :fixed period 
was the worst means that could be employed, and it was 

• 
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for the purpose of defeating anarchical and revolutionary 
principies that the Government organized the project as 
it was. The project did not limit itself to freeing the 
slave; it had a more serious aim, that of the transforma
tion of labor; anel, unless the planters are furnisheel with 
the necessary means, there coulel be no transformation of 
labor. With an annual discount of six per cent on the 
value of the slave, and two per cent death-rate, he esti
mateel that in ten years slavery would be extinct. 

The project, after oonsiderable discussiou anel some 
amenelments, was passed in the Ohamber of Deputies, on 
August 13th, by a sma1l majority, due in part to · Oon
servative votes; and the following day the Saraiva Oabi
net resigned, and the Emperor, after consulting the Presi
dents of the Senate .and Ohamber, decided, on August 
19th, to call on the Oonservatives to forma Government. 
Their leader, Senator Baron de Ootegipe, promptly un
dertook the task, as premier, acceptiug for himself the 
portfolio of Minister of Foreign Afiairs. Ris .Oabinet 
supporteel the Saraiva project, anel it pa,sseel the Senate 
and became a law on September 28, 1885. 

On June 1, 1886, ex-Premier Dantas treateel the Seu- . 
ate to a surprise by introducing, in behalf of himself and 
nine others, a bill for the uncondition111l al:)olition of slavery 
at the expiration of :five years from its acloption. It was 
refen-ed to a sp.ecial committee, which was electeel by the 
Senate on the following day, and composed of strongly 
pro-slavery men, among whóm were Nunes Gonçalves and 
Martinho Campos. In :fi ve days the committee made an 
adverse report, declining to consieler emancipation as an 
abstract question, but rejecting the project for its lack of 
opportuneness and its effects on high social interests. In 
their view the Sarai va-Ootegipe law was satisfying the 
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aspirations o:f the country. According to the official re
port for 1886, the whole number of slaves liberated by the 
emancipation fund since 1871 was 24,165, at an average 
price of $288 for each slave-being less than 2,000 liber
ations per year. According to official retm·ns, the number 
of slaves in the empire ou June 30, 1885, was 1,133,228; 
and it is likely that Americana ·will drink co:ffee pro
duced by slave-labor for at least a quarter of a century 
longer. 



OHAPTER XIX. 

TliE RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

TnE fact that the Pope sided with Spain against the 
crown of Portugal over two centuries ago, probably has 
made the Oatholics of the latter country and of Brazil 
more national and less Romish, in church matters, than 
have been the Oatholics of some other countries. The 
J esuits, who had been especially active and useful in civil
izing the Indians in Brazil, were expelled from the coun
try a century and a quarter ago for having inftuenced the 
Indians to revolt against the Government. 

In its proceedings against the monasteries Brazil has 
been slower than either Italy, Portugal, or Spain. It is 
only lately that it began to put in force a law for grad-

. ua11y winding up the monastic institutions. No new 
members can be received into these orders, but existing 
members remain unmolested. A commission under the 
Government was appointed to ascertain and appraise the 
revenue- yielding property of the di:fferent monasteries, 
which is understoocl to be large ; this property was to be 
sold and its proceeds investecl in interest-bearing securi
ties, and out of it the surviving members of the orders 
were to be supported during life, after which the funds 
woulcl reve1-t to the national treasury. This action by the 
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legislative aud executive power of the state has been 
hotly denounced by the Catholic clergy and some of thei.J.· 
political friends as confiscation and robbery. Sermons 
have been preached, and voluminous articles published in 
the newspapers, denunciatory alike of the Emperor and 
Government for permitting the law to be carried into 
execution. The result has been that the law seems to be· 
rather at a standstill. 

The Franciscan Oonvent on São Antonio Hill is an an
tique massive· pile, which from its long stretch of steps 
reminds one of the old Roman Oapitol. The visit which 
I made to it was on one of the festival-days of the order. 
I was ushered iuto the reception-room of the provincial, 
or chief of the convent, where, besides three or four gen
tlemen, who appeared to be making a social visit, were 
two rather clistinguished -looking men dressed in long 
black robes tied about them with a white cord, and whom 
I naturally took to be the higher officials of the order. 
The one of these, who took the leading part in the con
versation, and who impressed me at once by bis dignified 
manner, bis deep fine voice, and fl.uent speech as an ideal 
abbot, such as Si.J.· Walter Scott describes, I supposed was 
the head of the convent. I felt a grati.fied astonishment 
in meeting such a character ; but I was destined to disap
pointment, for I learned later on that he was a Rio lawyer 
and politician. It was Dr. Antonio F. Vianna, a leading 
member of the Obamber of Deputies from Rio de Janeiro, 
distinguished as a debater, and who, as syndic or solicitor 
of the convent, was present on this occasion in the capacity 
of a lay member, wearing the regalia of the order. The 
conversation gradually led to the character of Brazilian 
monasteries, a subject on wbich . I wished information 
from the monks themselves. D1·. Vianna launched out 
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into an eloquent historical review of tbe operations of tbe 
brotherhoods in Brazil, beginning over two centuries back, 
and toucbing tbeil· work in civilizing the Indians, in pro
moting education, in caring for tbe needy, and withal 
touching on the manner in which they had been oppressed. 
He dwelt witb emphasis on the fact that there had never 
been religious persecution in Brazil. From bim and Pro
vincial Costa I learned that this convent had become ricb; 
that some propertywas originally granted to it by the Gov
ernment; that about :fifty thousand dollars in money had 
been annua1ly expended by it in recent times for the poor; 
that tbere are many thousand lay members of the order, and 
tbat a large hospital for their benefit is maintai.ned by the 
convent; that there are now only three monks belonging 
to this convent, and only about twenty monks in all the 
twelve convents of tbe Franciscan order in Brazil. When 
the con vent was in full operation the ordinary duties of 
the brothers, who were ali educated men, were to admin
ister the sacrament to the dying, solicit alms, and visit the 
sick and poor. "When the convents took charge of tbe 
poor," said Dr. Vianna, "we had no beggars among us." 
"Where did the brothers take their exercise and recre
ation ~" "Out here on the mountain "- pointing to the 
adjacent São Antonio Hill. 

They took me to see the churches, of which tbere are 
two, having mucb ornamentation ; also the vestries, library, 
and other places of interest about the convent. The li
brary is in a separate and higher building than tbe others. 
There were a couple of thousand or more ponderous vol
umes in ca1f-gilt binding, the most of them being works 
of the church fathers in both Latiu and Greek, in oppo
site columns on the same page; and, though a hundred 
years old, tbe pages of several that I opened looked as 
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clear and fresh as if they had j ust come from the press. 
There did not appear to be a single modern book in all 
the collection, and the thought struck me that the library 
was symbolic of the convent as an institution failing to 
keep up wi.th the times. 

In a niche of one of the churches there was pointed out 
to me the tomb of some of the royal princes who had been 
bnried there in colonial days. As we were walking over 
the stone-slab pavement of one of the lower corridors 
opening on the interior court, I was told that underneath 
was the former burying-place of the brothers. The ves
tries are spacious rooms, with marb~e fl.oors, and contain 
many big drawers made of Brazil-wood in natural col
orE", in which are kept the priestly vestments. Some of 
these, very rich in gold embroidery, were taken out by 
Provincial De Costa and shown me. When the beautiful 
vase of solid go1d, and other golden vessels nsed in cele
brating mass, were exhibited, ou e or two humorous remarks 
were dropped at the expense of those who in these days 
are trying to get hold of the convent's e:ffects. 

I took leave of both these gentlemen, who had courte
ously spent an hom or two in showing me about the con
vent, and in explaining its history, very favorably im
pressed by tbeir frank and manly cbaracter. 

The Benedictine Oonvent of Rio de Janeiro, fmmded 
in 1590, is situated in the busiest corn.er of the citj, on a 
hill about a hundred feet high, close to and overlooking 
the harbor. The street, ou which are the Post-O:fficé and 
new Merchants' Exchange, abuts ou this bill, and it is from 
that street that the convent is entered. The approach 
up to it is over a solid and ancient-looking way, partly of 
steps cut from long and whole blocks of granite, and is 
partially shaded by the green foliage of trees through 
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which, as I passed under them, shone the afternoon stm 
of a perfect summer day. 

The building is in the form of a square with an ample 
stone paved interior court. The church occupies one 
whole side. The npper story of another side is occupied 
by the large school which the convent sustains. The cor
ridors are long and of good width and paved with stone. 
At two cot-ners are tile-paved reception-rooms, htmg with 
severa! portTaits, and having windows which overlook the 
island-studded bay. Immediately below the convent on 
the north side are the Government's iron ship-yard and 
machine-shops, the noise from which woulcl be almost 

_ sufficient to abolish the convent without other proceed
ing. The establishment of these works so near the con
vent was literally a :fiank movement against it. 

My visit t0 the abbot of the Beneclictine Oonvent of 
Rio de Janeiro, the Rev. Manoel de Santa Oatharina 
Furtado, took place at his private parlor in the convent 
on Saturday, tbe 11th of October. I sent in my card, and, 
although my visit was unexpected, I was soon admitted 
and received by him in a cordial manner. Tbe abbot is 
a mau, I should say, about forty-five years of age, a little 
over fi.ve feet in heígbt, inclined to be fat, complexion, 
hair, and eyes dark, an open, intelligent countenance, and 
animated manner. IIe wore a long tunic, cape, and scap
ulary of black serge, also a standing collar, but no cover 
on his head. At his request I took a seat .ou the cane
seat sofa, he sitting in one of the arm cane-seat chai.rs, of 
which two rows were rangecl perpendicula:r to the sofa. 
Thougb in a very old building the room was modern and 
furnished like almost any tidy Rio pa.rlor. On a marble
topped center-table and on some cabinets were several 
branched candlesticks with :figured glasses to surround the 
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candles, and one or two stands of artificial :fiowers. There 
was a rug in :ú:ont of the sofa. The :fioor was made of nar
row cedru: boards neatly :finished in natural color. Two 
windows in the room afforded an extensive view of the 
port and shipping. A:fter some casual remarks, I said, 
"It has been the fashion in late years for writers of books 

. in the English language ou Brazil to speak unfavorab1y 
of Catholic priests and monks." 

"That," said he, "was beca use they did not take the 
trouble to come and see us and learn the trnth about us. 
Y ou should have seen," he continued, "the crowds of 
people who carne up here, with tears running down their 
cheeks, at the time the Government had in view the ap
propriation of the convent's property, and who were 
afraid they would be deprived of tbe donations they had 
been accustomed regularly to receive. The Government 
fi.nally arranged that these charitable contributions might 
be continued, and the convent now pays out monthly in 
charity sums varying from two to twenty-five mih·eis 
(one to ten dollars) to over a hundred people, say in all 
seven hundred dollars a month." The abbot stepped to 
bis adjoining bedchamber anel proeluceel a large blank
book wherein he showed me a list of one hunelred 'anel 
twenty-three names of citizens-which, of comse, I cliel 
not think it my place to reael-with the monthly a1low
ance set opposite each name. The comrent also expends, 
as he informed me, eight thousand dollru.·s annually in 
maintaining a free primary anel secondary school for boys, 
in the latter of which they can :fit for the hlgher scienti:fic 
anel professional schools. This school was established in 
1858, by a brother of Mr. Sariva, the Liberal statesman, 
anel now has an average attendance of about fom hundred 
pupils. He cited the fact that the convent had proeluced 
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some men of acknowledged learning and usefulness, nam
ing as one of them the brother or friar who was the in
structor of the Imperial Princess-the exemplary wife 
and mother who is now next in successiou to the throue. 
Auother was the Professor of Philosophy in the Oollege 
of Dom Pedro II. · 

In the course of his rapid observations he cited other 
facts that would tend to re:fl.ect credit ou the brotherhood, 
but which I do not recall. N aturally the maintaining 
of regular public worship in the church of the cou vent 
would be an importaut claim to consideration. 

"The income from the property of the convent," said 
the abbot, "is· three hundred contos ( one hundred and 
twelve thousand dollars) annually; but the Government 
levies a tax on this o:f twenty-two per cent. The income 
of the convent in 1850 was only twenty-five thousand 
dollars." 

"When the convent was in a :fl.ourishing condition, 
what were the rules for admission to membership~" I 
asked. 

"In former times candidates were admitted not young
er than the age of :fifteen years, and had a trial of half a 
year, during which they did not leave the convent. At 
the end of that time they could make their profession to 
become one of the brotherhood or they could leave. This 
was chauged in 1856 so they were admitted at fifteen 
years o:f age and upward, and then had a year's trial, dur
ing which they remained constantly at the convent, at the 
end of which· time they could make their profession, or 
they could go on and :finish t}w regular six years' comse of 
study required in all cases, and, when ready to be or
dained, they could make the solemn declaration to become 
a member, or they could simply become a priest and leave 
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the order entirely. The course of study is about the same 
as at Catholic theological serriinaries. 'rhough candidates 
were usually admhted while young, the convent once re
ceived a mau at the age o:f :forty because he was distin
guished. He was a Frenchman, and favored by the Em
peror, who appointed him librarian. No pecuniary qua1i
fi.cations were required of any candidate, but it was neces
sary he should be of a thoroughly respectable :family. 
Practically the question of color was undoubtedly re
garded, as none of African descent have been admitted. 
No one could be admitted without a knowledge o:f French, 
Latiu, geography, and history ; he must have had about 
the same literary training required for admission to a 
theological seminary." 

"What were the duties of the monks and the disci
pline they were subjected to ·~ Could they go into soci-
ety ~ Could they dine out ~ " · 

" There was no regulation to prevent their going into 
society or dining out. They could not, however, lodge 
out of the convent, but were required to be present every 
evening at eight o'clock. After completing the six years' 
course of study required at every convent, a brother, i:f 
twenty-three years of age, but not younger, could be or
dained and exercise the office of priest. Till they had 
fi.nished thei.J.· studies their duties and discipline were those 
o f students; a:fterward, as priests, to conduct divine wor
ship, preach, teach, and care for the poor-in fact, to do 
any service a priest could do. I:f a brother could not 
preach, he could, perhaps, sing and assist in public WOl'

ship. Formerly the convent owned plantations, and a 
brother would be detailed to have charge. Thirteen years 
ago it freed about a thousand slaves, and gave some land 
to we1l-behaved slaves. The collection of rents is through 

29 
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secular agents or attorneys. The convent has enjoyed a 
large annual revenue." 

" Who controlled the spending of the money?" 
" The abbot. He is responsib1e for the expenditme 

o:f the money. Ris for him to determine the current 
expenses. He gives a written report o:f the money he has 
expended every three yea1·s. On any very important 
matter he receives the advice of a council of the order. 

· " Our· order," continued the abbot, "is quite a repub
lic. It obtained independence from Leo XII (Pope, 
1823-'29), since which we have om congregation in our 
own country, and change our ruler or general every three 
years. There are now ten Benedictine Convents in good 
order in Brazil. The principal one is at Bahia, where the 
general resides, but this is the richest one. In 1850 there 
were, perhaps, seventy-:five brothers of the Benedictine 
Order in Brazil; now there are only twenty-:five, of whom 
about twelve are here. Six have died in the last three 
years." 

" I nnderstand that, owing to the spirit of legislation 
in recent years, a stop has practically been put to any in
crease in the number of monks, but I suppose they will 
be allowed to spend the rest of their days quietly in the 
convents where they now c1 well? " 

"We do uot 1.'""D.ow," said the abbot. "We live in ap
prehcnsion. In defending their interests during the late· 
controversy with the Government, two orders paid sixty
six contos (twenty-six thousand dollars) to journals anel 
lawyers." 

In answe1·ing some further inquiries of mine re1ative 
to the dress of the brothers, the abbot explained the mat
ter in a :friendly anel o:ff-hand manner. He let me exam
ine the cloth of which his tunic was made, anel which he 
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said is called serge. The pleated slip worn over this, and 
extending down over the stomach, is called the scapulary. 
He went into his adjoining bedehamber and brought out 
his black gown, which he pnt on. It was a loose black 
robe of serge, with train, and he told me it was such 'as 
he or any brother wore when preaching, and that they 
were also buried in it. He put ou his gold cross and 
chain; also bent down his head to show me how those of 
bis order had their heads shaved. The part shaved is in 
forro of a ring, an inch or more wide on the top of the 
head, leaving some hair in the center . 

.A.t the conclusion of our talk I expressed to the abbot 
my siilcere thanks for the kind manner in which he had 
given me so much infonnation. As I was coming away, 
he took me into the choir of the church and pointed out 
several things of i:ri.terest. He also invited me to visit the 
church ou some Sunday, anel I promised to do so. 

" Do not come, however," said he, "next Sunday, for 
I shall be absent." 

I shook hands with him very heartily, and, as I de
scended the 0ld stone stairs, I thought of the time when 
Brother Martin Luther himse]f was a monk, and that, 
while monasteries seem now out of date, probably the 
brothers are somewhat better than in the time of Luther, 
when every monk had "two cans of beer and a quart of 
wine for supper, with gingerbread, to make him ta;ke to 
his liquor kindly." 

The academical course of study which a theological 
student takes in Brazil liefore he can be ordaiued as a 
priest of the Oatholic Church occupies twelve years. 
Wl1en he has fini~hed this course, he has generally reached 
the age of twenty-fom years. He can not, anyhow, be 
ordained or consecrated as a 1)riest till he has attained that 
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age. Havi.ng graduated ata seminary, and being of the 
proper age, he can be consecrated as a priest without any 
other examination. .As soon as he becomes ordained, he 
is immediately assigned by the bishop as an ordinary or 
assistant in some parish ; and, after serving in that capaci
ty four or five years, he can be assigned to duty as a fnll 
priest in charge of a parish. The bishop, however, in no 
case appoints for a longer term than one Jear. .At the 
end of the year every priest must ask for re-examination, 
and to have bis mission renewed. The salary which the 
Government pays each priest is four hundred milreis
say one hundred and sixty dollars-a year. The parish 
he serves makes up the balance, according to its means 
and disposition. Some parishes pay about one thousand 
dollars; others pay less. In addition to bis salary, the 
priest receives some remuneration for such services as the 
celebration of marriages and the like. There is no fixcd 
fee for performing the rite of baptism or of marriage, but 
parties requiring either service give according to their 
will and ability- for a baptism usually about two dollars, 
and for a marriage five to ten dollars. For performing 
mass there is a fixed fee of two milreis-say eighty cents 
-but probably moreis voluntarily paid, as a nlle. 



CHAPTER XX . . 

PUBLIC LA.li"DS .AND JM]IIGRATION. 

TnE only wild lands that are surveyed, and that are 
practic::illy open to settlement, ru:e those which have been 
set apart for colouies in the provinces of Espírito Santo, 
São Paulo, Paraná, Santa Catharina, and Rio Grande do 
Sul. The areas surveyed in each of these provinces do 
not much exceed the size of an ordinary county in the 
United States. Such new bnd, adaptecl, we will say, for 
co:ffee-growing, and situatecl in the province of Espírito 
Santo, twenty-four hours by steaJ.IlShip from the port of 
Rio de J :meiro, in the neighborhood of German and Ital
ian colonies, can bc bought of the Government in tracts 
of .one hundrecl and twenty-five acres at three hundred 
dollars, being at the rate of two dollars and forty cents per 
acre. Payment m, y be made, if desired, in five annual 
payments. The land has an elevation of two thousand 
feet above the sea, is hilly, aud covered with woods. A 
good pm:t of tbe local trausportation would be on mule
back or by boat. Though the manner of life is attended 
with the usual dmwbacks of new settlements, the colon:ies, 
as a rule, enjoy good health, and are prospering finan
cially. 

There are extensive areas in the far interior which, on 
the maps, purport to be occupied by Indian tribes, and 
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which in most cases it is safe to conclude are not private 
lands. During three centmies the Orown has been mak
ing grants of land to various parties, the records of which 
do not appear to exist in any accessible forro, if they exist 
at ali. A mau might expend weeks in exploring the wild 
lands, and, if he should then find a tract he wisbed to pur
chase, he would not be sure of a clear title. If he resolved 
to rnn his risk and buy of the Government, his first pro
ceeding would be to formally request, in writing, the 
president of the province in which the land was situated 
to cause the tract to be surveyed. The president of the 
province would designate a surveyor to make. the survey 
and report upon the land, after which the Government 
would fi.x the price and conditions for its sale. If a sale 
should be e:ffected, the pmchaser would take the land 
subject to the claims of other individuais, which, if any 
were preferred, would, unless amicably adjusted, have to 
be determined by expensi ve and dilatory proceedings be
fore a judicial tribunal. 

The wealth and future greatness of Brazil lie in the 
fertility of her soil. ..A.d.mitting that much the greater 
part of her teiTitory is waste land, yet the area that· is 
susceptible of cultivation is immense, forming a resource 
which deserves to be husbanded in the wisest manner; 
but it will never attract enterprise till there is more cer
tainty about titles. Even if a commencement of the work 
shoulcl be made to-day, the titles woulcl not al1 be cleared 
up in fifty years. It is ali the more important, therefore, 
that a beginning should soon be made. There should be 
established in each province a competent commission to 
settle land-titles, the whole acting under a central or gen
eral land-o:ffice. .A great pa1-t of the unculti vated land is 
held, not by the state, but by individuals, and in tracts 
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large enough often to make good-sized counties. It is not 
taxed; and, having been obtained at a small price, the 
proprietors hold on to it year after year for speculation, 
or to gratify tbeir vanity. 

The Brazilians do not appear to realize that it is neces
sary to offer ownership of land as an inducement to immi
grants. In this, I think, they are greatly in error. There 
is nothing in Europe tbat isso much prized as land. To 
own there even a few acres, and especially a hundred 
acres or more, carries with itself a certain dignity and 
social rank. 

U p to this hour the Brazilian planters seem to expect 
to get European and island laborers by contract, to work 
on shares or for wages, and to li ve like tenan ts o r laborers, 
without the expectation of an acre in their own right. 
This seems the more surprising in view of the expectecl 
labor crisis arising from the gradual extinction of slavery. 

Official returns of the arrival of thircl-class passengers 
-the most of whom were assumecl to have been immi
grants-at the port of Rio de J aneil·o, show the number 
to have been 25,845 in 1882, 26,'789 in 1883, 1 '7,999 in 
1884, and 22,727 in 1885. A great majority of the im
migrants are habitually from Portugal and Italy. 

A scheme was projected in 1884 for introclucing Ohi
nese laborers for contract work on plantations, bnt it met 
with signal failure. A committee of Chinese subjects 
visited Brazil to see for themselves how the plan would 
work, hut decid3d and reported against it for its lack of 
the element of freedom. They could not, they said, be a 
party to anything but free immigration. In recent years 
the River Plate countries have been receiving a much 
larger share of immigrants than Brazil. For example, 
while from 185'7 to 1862 Brazil received 92,46'7 immi-
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grants and the Argentine Republic 33,020, the situation 
was altered in the period from 1878 to 1882, during which 
the Argentine Republic received 1 '76,385, aud Brazil only 
92,620. And yet, it is said, that during the five years of 
1874 to 1879 the state expended the immense sum of 
$13,000,000 to promote immigration and support immi
grants. 

On the interior highlaucls, especially in the more.south
ern provinces, where'the climate is salubrious, agricultu.re 
can be followed with profit and pleaslire; and it only re
qu.ires the adoption of prO])er measures to secure for Bra
zil a very great increase of her immigration. The Gov
ernment appears to desire immigration. It has at Rio de 
Janeiro a Bnreau of Ooloniza,tion ando f Immigration, with 
a director-general, assisted by. several clerks. It has pub
lished documenta, accompanied with fine maps, in respect 
of as many as five different provinces, with descriptions 
of their geography and resources, in the Portu.guese, 
French, German, and Italian languages. Inclividuals, and 
especia1ly large parties, wishing to emigrate to Brazil 
would do well t<:> address themsel ves to that o:ffice ; but 
the gronnd ought to be looked over in person or by a 
competent and reliable agent, before fu1ly deciding to 
emigrate. While a family alone, or even a group of fami
lies, with slender means, would probably find themselves 
struggling with unexpected di:fficulties and discourage
ments, a considerable colony would, on the other hand, if 
well organized and prepared, and fuDy resolved on a per
manent settlement, probably meet with success. It may 
be taken for granted that the Brazilian Government would 
live up to its engagements with a colony or party of im
migrants ; and, to show its liberality, I may mention tbat, 
thou.gh the state cbu.rch is Oatholic, the Government has 
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sometimes aided in the building of religious meeting
houses for Protestant German colonies. As the ministries 
are frequently changed, however, to meet the shifting 
majorities of the legislature, it is of the most absolnte im· 
portance that any set of immigrants or colonists who 
pnrpose coming to Brazil, on any understanding with the 
Government, shonld have their contract most exp1icitly 
written, :md signed by the proper officer before they start, 
or make any sacrifice with a view to starting. Since the 
beginning of the civil war probably three thousand Ameri
can!l emigrated from the Sonthern States to Brazil, of 
whom many were experienced agriculturists, and possessed 
means; but four fifths of them have returned to the U nited 
States, and many others look forward to doing the same. 
Why ~ N ot beca use Brazil is a bad country, but beca use 
they prefer the United States. 
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Habits of tbe people, 33, SS, 55. 
Hammock, use of, 282. 

Hammond, W. J., observntions of, 
96, 97. 

Harbor of Rio, 126. 
Hay, the crop,~2õl. 

Haycs, Mrs. J., 53. 
Higblands of thc .Amnzon, 292. 

interior, 344. 
Ilistorians, 22'7. 

Hoe, use of, 241. 
Horseback-ridcs, deligh tful, at Ti

juca, 88. 
IIousckeeping, bcginning, at Rio, 15-

21. 
Houses at Rio, 15. 
Houston, Mr., missionary, 53. 
Humor, 56, 601 195, 238. 
Hunting-park of the Empel'Or, 23. 

Ibicaba, Tisit to plantation o f, 150-
158. 

Immigrnnts, '79, 288, 341- 34lí. 
Immigration, 341- 345. 
Importa, 102. 
Indians, Tupay, bravcry of, 148. 

as crews, 264. 
graceful forma of, 274. 
tidiness, 283. 
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lndustries, 122 (see .A.GRICUL'l'UnE, 

etc.). 
Inheritnnce, 62. 
Jnstruction, public, 171-18-t 
Interior, life in the, 68-77, 79. 

a trip iuto, 126. 
Iracema, poem of, 218- 220. 
I vnhy, valley o f, 68. 

Jaguar, the Brazilian, 294-299. 
Jaguaribe, Scnator, 318. 
Journalists, distinguishcd, 227. 
J!ldges, wnnt.of independencc, 316. 

Kenncdy, Rev. J. L. , 53. 
Kogcr, Rev. J. W., 169. 
Kyle, Rcv., 53. 

Labor, free, wa6es of, 19, 145, 254. 
severe, of slaves, 315. 
transformation of slave, into frcc, 

327, 343. 
Lnboring class, 38-40. 
Ladies, Brazilian, 33, 34. 
Lafayettc, Senator, 198. 
Land, abundance of, 64. 

character of, bctween Santos o.nd 
São Paulo, 141. 

price of, 250. 
public, 3<11 - 345. 
how obtaincd, 342. 

Lane, Rcv., 164. 
Legal profession, 58. 
Liberty oi the prcss, 237. 
Library of mechanics, 145. 
Lidgerwood, Mr., his service to Bra-

zil, 246. 
Life, in cities, 22-43 

in the country, 64, SG, 79 . 
in the .A.mazon Valley, 265-293. 

Lisbon, embarkation at, 7. 

Lisbon, voyage from, to Rio, 9. 
Literatura, Brazilian, 216-240. 
Local administration, 185-193. 
Lotteries, 3 7. 
Lyceu de Artes, 183. 

Macedo, J . M., 217, 222. 
Magelhãcs, General, 142. 
Magelhães, D. J . G., 233. 
Mandioca, production of, 253. 
Manncrs of thc people, 41, 52- 81. 
M:mufactures, 122, 168. 
Marcy, W. L., quoted, 124. 
Marri:lge, celebration of, 61, 62, 67. 
Martins, Semtor, quoted, 114, 195. 
Matto-Grosso, 80, 95. 
Medica! schools, 60. 
Mines, 102. 
Ministers, Cabinet, 200. 

frequently cbanged, 345. 
Misericordia Hospital, visit to, 47. 
:1!1issionaries, Protestant, 53. 
Moema cpisode, 230. 
Monasteries, 330-339. 
Money of Brazil, 19, 103. 
Monks, 330- 339. 
Monte-.A.lverne, 225. 
Morais in tbe .A.mazon V nlley, 266. 
Moreninha, Mncedo's novel, 223. 
Motta, Da, Senator, 318. 

Navigation of the .A.mazon, 262-265. 
Newspapcrs, 23'7. 
Novel, tbe, not of high moral tone, 67. 
Nut-pickers, 292. 

Oliveira, Alberto, 236. 
Onça, anecdotcs of,. 294-299. 
Oranges, 258-261. 
Oratory in legislative bodies, 195-

197. 
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Oratory in the pulpit, 225, 226. 
Osboru, T . .A..,. mention.ed, 84. 
Ottoni, Senator, 208. · 

his observations on slavcry and 
emancipntion, 313- 320. 

Palm-trees, strikiug o.ppcarance of, 
26. 

Pará, city of, 262, 268. 
Paraguay, cost of demonstration 

o.gainst, 12õ. 
Paraná, province of, 68. 
Purks, 28, 87, 143. 
Parliumentary government, 194-

215. 
Purties, political, 195-214. 
Pedra-Bonita, ascent of, 88. 

Pedro, Dom, II, 82- 8f!. 

Penedo, Deputy, 320. 

Races, mixture of, 287. 
Railways, 30, 105, 106, 135. 
Ransom, Rev. J. J., õ3. 
Reciprocity, 121. 
Relations of the Unitcd Statcs with 

Brazil, 116. 
Religious liberty, 52, 67. 

orders, 330-33!). 
Revenue, 103. 
Revolutions in South .A.mcrica, 3. 
Rice, the crop, 253. 
Rio de Juneiro, arrivul at, 8. 

living at, 18. 
sketch of the city and its people, 

22-ríl . 
Rio Negro, explorations on, 273, 274. 
River Plate countries, 108. 
Roads, lack of, 64. 

Rodrigues, Dcpnty, 200. 
Rua do Ouvidor, frequentcd street, Pensions, 215. 

Periodicalliterature, 236. 
Pernambuco, dclightful clima te I 

32. 
of, Rubber industry, 103, 293. 

111. 
Petropolis, mountain resort, 128-180. 
Physicians, ú9. 
Píracieabu, notice of, 167. 
Plantations visited, 137-179. 
Poets, 226- 236. 
Politics, 194-214. 
Portuguese element, 38. 

Ianguage, 216. 
Presbyterian ·Church ut São Paulo, 

147. 
• Presidents of provinces, 187. 
Priests, Catholic, 54. 

academical course of, 339. 
Princess Imperial visits São Paulo, 

144. 
Protestant worsbip, 52, 79. 
Pulpit orators, 225. 
Punch, 238. 

Sailing-vessels, route of, from t.he 
United States to Brazil, 12. 

Sampaio, F., 225. 
São Paulo visited, 142-150. 
Saraiva, Senator, 198, 32'7. 
Scenery, mountuin, 91. 
School, young !adies', 53. 
Schools, public, 171-184, 290. 
Seumen, trcatment of sick, 50. 
Seo.-Vicw Cottage, 88 . 
Senate, 196. 
Senators,several mcntioaed, 195-208. 
Serpents, 299-307. 
Servants, Portuguese, 19. 
Shalders, Mr., 217. 
Seminaristu, story of, 221. 
Sinimbú, Senator, 197. 
Slavery and the slave-trade, 308- 329. 
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Sla ves, nppearance o f plantation, 
155, 156. 

Smith, Dr. Herbcrt H., quoted, 288. 
Society, 223. 

in the .A.mazon Valley, 279, 286. 

United States, relations of, with Bra. 
zil, 116. 

trade of, with 13razil, 102. 
a peace-loving country, 323. 

Soil of Brazil, 94, 97. Varella, F., 236. 
South America, impressions o.bout, in Venders, street, 37. 

tlle Unitcd Sto.tes, 3. V crgueiro, Sr., his cofl'ce-plo.ntntion 
Southern, lllr. Henry, quoted, 309. visited, 150-158. 
Spirits, salc of, 40. Vianna, Deputy, 195, 331. 
Steo.mship Company, United States Voynge, Ncw York to Rio, 7, 11-13. 

and Brazil Mail, stopping-placcs, I Lisbon to Rio, 8-10. 
12. Rio to Santos, 137. 

Stewart, Dr. J. A., 51. 
Stock-raising, 99, ll3, 256-258. 
Street ro.ilways and cars, 30. 
Subsistence, common, 253. 
Sugar, production of, 249. 
Snnday, observnnce of, 52, 67. 
Surface of Brnzil, 93, 104, 241. 

W ages of servants, 19. 
of mechunics, 145. 
agricultural, 254. 

Wallacc, Alfred R., observutions on 
thc Amnzon Y o.lley, 266- 276. 

Wntcr-bottle, in common use, 20. 
Water-supply at Rio, 48. 

Table of thc planter, 154. I Watts, Miss, her school Yisited, 
Tar)Joux, Rcv., 169. 166. 
Taste, lack of, 64. ' iVeights and measures, 19. 
Thallenhorst, Captain, mcntioned, 7. Wheat formerly cultivated, 114. 
Thought, that of Brazil, 35. Wheel of Foundling Hospital, 43. 
Tijuca, mountain suburb, 8'7- 92. Winter, 111. 
Tobacco, production of, 254. Women, seclusion of, 70-'il. 
Trade with Bt·azil, 102, 121-124. 
Transportation, rates of, 10G, 1191 Yellow fever, first impressione about 

"~ 1~ 
Travei on the Amazon, 27'7. 
Trees, beautiful flowering, 2'7. 
Tymbiras, poem of, 232. 

THE 

treatment, 50. 
could be exterminated, 112. 

Young, Rev. F., mcntioned, 58. 

END. 
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of the United Stutes," now complete, compri~e tbe twelve volumeB of the 
ori!!innl octavo edition, includi.n!í the "History of thc Formntlon of thc Coostl
tuf(on" last publishe!l, nud nre 1ssncd nt jus L hnlf the price. Volume VI con
tnins n new porLrait of Buncroft engrnved ou stecl. 

HISTORY OF THE FORMATION OF THE CONSTITU
TION OF THE UNITED STATES. By GEORGE BANCROFT. 

1 vol. Svo. Clotb, $2.50. 
Thls volume includes the ori~i.nnl two-volnme cdition of the work, wlth nn 

Appendix, coutnining lho ConstJtution nnd Amendmcnts. It is designed for 
conotitutional stttdent•, nnd is sold sepnrately from the other volumes of Ban
croft'e History. 

HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES, FRO~ THE REVOLUTION TO THE CIVIL W.AR. 
By Jom< B. MoM.lSTEit. 5 vols. Bvo. Vols. I :tnd li now ready. 
Clotb, $2.50 cach. 

SooPE OF TBll WonK.- In the conr•c of thi s narralive much is written o! 
wnrs, conspiracics, nnd rcbellions; of Presidente, of Congresses, of cmbnesies, 
of trcatics, of the ambition of politicnl leaders, nnd o f the riso of grcnt pnrtiee 
in tbe nntion. Yet the history of lhe pcople i• the cbicf therne. At every stnge 
of the eplendid progre~s which sepnratee theAmericn ofWnshington anel Adams 
from the Amcrica in which we live, it hns been the nuthor's pnrposc to dcscribe 
the drces, the occnpntions, the amusements, the liternry cnnons of the times; to 
note the cbnnge of rnaoners nnd morals; to trace the growtit of that hnman~ 
spirit which nbolishcd punishment for debt, und rcformecl the discipline of 
prisons nnd of jnils; to recount tbe manifold improvemeuts \vhich, in a tltousand 
wnys, bnve mnltlplied the convenienccs of Jife nnd ministered to tbe hnpp!ncss 
o f ou r rnce; to desctibc the rise aml progresso f thnt long series of mecbnnicnl 
inventions nnd diecoverics whicl! ia now the admi ralion of t.be worlrl, nnd ou r 
juet pride nnd boast: to tell how, under tbe benign influence o f liberty and 
peacc, thcre spraog np in the course o! a single century, a prosperlty 110-
puralleled in the nnnals ~f humnn affairs. 

New York : D. APPLETON & CO., 1, 3, & 5 llond Street. 



D. APPLETON & OO.'S PUBLICA T/ONS. 

FINANCIAL . HISTORY OF THE UNI'i'ED STATES, 
FRO.M 1774 TO 1789, E:àfBI{AClNG 'l'IIE PERIOD OF 
TJJE Ai\IEIUCAN REVOLUTION. Ncw edition, thoroughly rc
vised. Dy ALDERT S. BOLLES, Professor in the Wharton Scuool of 
Finance, Univcrsity of Pennsylvaniu; Editor of "The Bauker's 
Magazine." 8vo. Cloth, $2.50. 

FINANCIAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
COMPRISING TJJE PERIOD FROM 1780 TO 1860. By ALnEnT 
S. BoLLES. Svo. Cloth, $3.50. 

FINANCIAL lliSTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
FROlti 1861 TO 1885. Dy ALDERT S. BoLLES. Svo. Cloth, 
$3.50. 

WORHS OF :J. C. CALHOUN. Vol. T. On Government. Vol. 
II. Rcports and Lettcrs. V ois. III and IV. Speechcs. Vols. V and 
VI. Rcports ::md Lcttcrs. 6 vols. Svo. Cloth, $ 15.00; shccp, $18.00. 

llfr. Oalhonn's life anel ~pccchea forro n enb~tnntiYe part ar Amerlcnn hi~tory 
for nenr hnlfn century. lle was nlwuys in pnblic lifc, anil stnmpcd thc tmprcsa 
of his geuius on every grcut public me~aur~, eiLller u~ debater o r minister. 

THIRTY YEARS' VIEW; OR, A UJSTORY OF TIDJ WORK
ING OF 'l'HE AUERIOAN GOVERNMEN'l' FOH TBIRTY 
YEATIS, FROll 1820 TO 1850. By TnoMAS H. llENTON. Ncw 
edition, rcvised, with Copious Indcx. Two vcry large volumes, Svo. 
Uloth, $6.00 ; sheep, $8.00 . 

.ltHLITARY HISTORY OF ULYSSES S. GRANT, FRODI 
APRIL, 1861, TO APRIL, 1865. By General AnaM llADEAU, Aidc
de-Camp to the General-in-Chiei. Popular ediLion. In 3 volumes. 
Svo. Cloth, $6.00. 

"General Bnàcnn hns hn<l exccplionnl sàvnntages in tbo preparation of thls 
vnlunble work. Before the wnr he wns n journnlist o f known skill nnd ucquirc
monts. While in tbe wnr, a membet· of General Grnnt's stnff, bc was militnry 
secrotnry, nncl nccompnnicd the commnnàer of the nrmy from tbc clo~e of the 
Vickshnr!( cam;>nign till the snrren<ler of Lec. lle bns had nccess to the record• 
or tlle Wnr Depnrtment, both Oonfederale and Federal, nnd it is 1.-nowu tbnt tbe 
sboets of bis worlt were rend in proof by General Glrnnt, General Shermnn, Gen
eral Shcridnn, nn<l otbcr otllcers. 'l'his militnry history, therefore, comes to us 
with every a~snrance of occuracy, and it mny be nccoptcd ns Grn.nt's own pree:en
tntion of tlle clnims upon which his roilitnry renowu will reEt ... . .A work 
whicá will l<mg_ be accepteà as a classic history of the greatest tua>· o.{ modtrn 
ti1MII."- lVew rork Hera/a. 

THE SAME. With a Stecl Pol"trnit and 33 Maps. Complete in 3 vols. 
Svo. Cloth, $12.00; shcep, $lú.OO; half turkey, $20.00. Sold 
by subscription only. 

New York : D. APPLETON & CO., 1, 3, & ü Dond Strcct. 



D, APPLETON & GO.'S PUBLICA TIONS, 

THE WAR BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
MEXICO. By GEORGE WrLKIXS KENDALL. Illustratcd. Embrnc
ing elcven folio pictorial drawings (in colors) of the principal cou
flicts, by CARL NEBEL. With a description of cacb battle. Folio. 
llalf morocco, $40.00. 

RISE AND FALL OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERN· 
ll'IENT. Dy JEFFERSON Dn.vrs. Complete in 2 vols. Svo. lllus. 
trated with Portraits of Mr. Davis, his Cabinet, .A.ides, and Generais, 
anil with Maps and Plans. Pricc, per volume, in c!oth, $5.00 i 
sheep, $6.00 i half turkey, $'7.00. Sold by subscription only. 

"Every im!lnrtinl render most reco~ize tbe ubility with whicb it ia com
posed, the sincerity with which hie opmions are held, und the good fnith with 
which they nre set forth, nnd the vnlue which it po~sc~scs as the auth entic com
mentnry on the most momentous episode in thc history o f the United Stnte• 
since their iudependence wus ncknowledged nud thcir Constitutiou wns frut.ned ." 
-London Athena;um. 

INCIDENTS AND ANECDOTES OF THE CIVIL W AR. 
By .Admira! Dn.vm D. PonrEn. One vol. 8vo. Cloth, $2.00. 

Admirai Porter' a anecdoticnl reminiscencea of thc \'<llr are writteu in n 
grapbic nnu nnimtlted atyle. Th.ey are always Elrnmnlic, orten amusing, nnd give 
muny unfumiliaL' inside views of events i o tbat tryin!T pcriod. 'I'he contents re
lute to Events nt Pensncoln, thc Attnck ou Ncw Orlenne, Ericsson nnd the Mon· 
i to r, Ascending thc biississippi , the Siege of Vicksl1nr:!, General Grant at Vicks
bnrg, Admirnl Farm~nr1 thc Yazoo Paes Expedition, Geneml i:lh.ermnn, tbe Rcd 
River Expcditiou. Nuva ,Bnttlc nt Grnnd Gul r, General Bntler in Now Orleans, 
Visit of Pres ident Lincoln to Hicbmond, nnd vurioua other cvents of thc wnr. 

Some of lhe admirar$ experieucea were certainly rcmnrknblc, nnd ali are told 
witb grent 1!\lSto nnd spi ! it. Nothing more etirrino- nnd rcndnlJ.Ie bns been pro· 
duced in the lilernture of the wnr. ~ 

NARRATIV.E OF lUILITARY OPERATIONS DIRECTED, 
DUTIING THE LATE W .AR BETWEEN Tlill STATES, BY 
JüSEPH E. JOHNSTON, GENERAL C. S . .A.. lllustrated with 
Stcel Plates and Mu.ps. Svo. Cloth, $5.00; sheep, $6 .00; hal.f 
morocco, $7.50. 

PRESIDENTIAL COUNTS. .A. Complete Officinl Record of the 
Proccediugs of Congress at tbc Counting of the Electoral Votes in 
nU the Elcctions of Prcsidcnt and Vice-Prcsidcnt of the United 
Stntes. Svo. Cloth, S3.õ0. 

New York: D . .A.PPLETON & CO., 1, 3, & 15 Bond Street. 



D, APPLETON & OO.'S PUBLICA TIONS, 

HISTORY OF THE AlUERICAN NAVY DURING THE 
GREAT REBELLION. By CHARLES B. BOYNTON, D. D., 
Cbaplain of the United States House of Representatives, and .Assist
ant Professor nt tbe United States Naval Acndemy. Dlustrnted with 
ten full-pnge W oodcuts, Portrnits on Steel of Distinguishcd Officers, 
nnd numerous Vignettes from Sketches ronde by Commnnder S. B. 
·wooLSEY, United Statcs Navy, witb numerous Mnps and Cbarts from 
Govcrnment Surveys and Officinl Plnns furnished for tbis work cx
clush·ely. 2 vols. 8vo. Half morocco, $10.00. 

The whole material for this work hns been drnwn from documenta in po~ees· 
slon ofthe NavyDepartment, so tllat its narra tive rcsts upon thc higl~est poss ible 
anthority. Dr. Boynton hnd free nccess to tho nnvy-ynrds nnd ships, aud to thc 
Ordnance Department, while his conncction witb thc Nnvul Acndcmy und h ia 
residence in Washington Jrnve him fncilities for collecting matcrinls for bis 
hietory tbat left Jittle or notbing to desire. 

ANECDOTES OF THE CIVIL W AR. lly Major-General E. 
D. ToWNSEND. Witb lllustrations. 12mo. Clotl11 $1.25. 

HISTORY OF NEW YORK DURING THE REVOLU. 
TIONARY WAR, .A.ND OF TIIE LE.à.DING EVENTS m 
THE OTHER COLONIES AT THAT PERIOD. By TrroMAS 
JoNES, Justice of tbe Suprcme Conrt of ibe Province. Edited by 
EDW.d.RD FLOYD DE LANCY. With Notes, Contcmporary Documcnts, 
Ma.ps, and Portraits. In 2 vols. -8vo. Cloth, gilt top, $15.00. 

"Certninly no one bistoricnl work hns l)een issucd in tbe United Stntcs during 
tbc Jnst twcuty ycnra o f eqnul importnncc with this1 unlesa it be thc 'Coloninl 
llistory' anel • Documentary Hlatory o f the Colonies, publisbed by ordcr and nt 
tbe expcnac of the Stnte. '11be publicntion of thia blatory. so long nnd jcnlously 
witbheld from the public, ofl'ers tbe unlooked-for chance of seclng tbe men of the 
Revolution throngh thc eyes of n vigilnnt enemy, who lmew tbcm more or lesa 
exnctly, not only as to !J>eir cbnrncters, but tbeir privnte livcs ncd famil:v nnteccd
ents. It wlll cause more than onc descendant of nnclcnt nnd bonornble fnmilica 
of Ncw York to wincc, IJDd to wince nll thc more becnuse tbey are in u poor 
plight to refute the statemcnls or J ndge Jones. It rnny be confide11 tly enld thnt 
thcre IH no h!story of thc Revolution extant which w ill not clcmnnd rcmoclellng 
in coneeqnence of lhe pnblicatiou of tbis. Whcther wc like the book or not, tl1e 
world ia bcttcr for tbia nble prcaeutmcnt of the otber aide of the question of our 
Revolntion."-New York 'l~·mes. 

THE ROCKY lliOUNT AIN SAINTS. A Full nnd Complete 
llistory of tllc Mormons, from the First Vision of Joseph Smith to 
the Last Courtship of Brigbam Yonng. lly T. B. n. STENROUSll. 
Illustmted with Stecl nnd Wood Engravings. Svo. Clolh, $5.00 i 
eheep, :j;G.OO i half morocco, $7. CíO. 

New York: D. APPLETON & CO., 1, s, & ll Bond Strcet. 
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